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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


The collected addresses and state papers of EHhu Root, of 
which this is one of several volumes, cover the period of his 
service as Secretary of War, as Secretary of State, and as 
Senator of the United States, during which time, to use his 
own expression, his only client was his country. 

The many formal and occasional addresses and speeches, 
which will be found to be of a remarkably wide range, are 
followed by his state papers, such as the instructions to 
the American delegates to the Second Hague Peace Confer- 
ence and other diplojnatic notes and documents, prepared 
by him as Secretary of State in the performance of his duties 
as an executive officer of the United States. Although the 
official documents have been kept separate from the other 
papers, this plan has been slightly modified in the volume 
devoted to the military and colonial policy of the United 
States, which includes those portions of his official reports as 
Secretary of War throwing light upon his public addresses and 
his general military policy. 

The addresses and speeches selected for publication are 
not arranged chronologically, but are classified in such a w\ay 
that each volume contains addresses and speeches relating 
to a general subject and a common purpose. The addresses 
as president of the American Society of International Law' 
show his treatment of international questions from the 
theoretical standpoint, and in the light of his experience as 
Secretary of War and as Secretary of State, unrestrained and 
uncontrolled by the limitations of official position, whereas 
his addresses on foreign affairs, delivered while Secretary of 
State or as United States Senator, discuss these questions 
under the reserve of official responsibility. 
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viii 

Mr. Root’s addresses on government, citizenship, and 
legal jirocedure are a masterly exposition of the jirineiples 
of the Constitnlion and of the government established by 
it; of the duty of the citizen to understand the Constitii- 
tion and to conform his conduct to its requirements; and 
of tlu" riglit of the peoy)le to reform or to amend the Con- 
st itui ion in order to make representative government more 
ed'eei lva^ and resp^)nsive to their present and future needs. 
The addresses on law and its administration state liow legal 
procedure should be modified and simplified in tlie intert'st 
of justice rather tlian in the supjiosed interest of the legal 
profession. 

'riie addresses delivered during the trip to South America 
and iVfexico in lOOfi, and in the United States after Ids return, 
with tlieir message of good will, proclaim a new doctrine — 
the Root doetrim^ — of kindly considerat ion and of honorable 
ol)ligalion, and make clear the destiny common to tlie 
peopk's of the Western World. 

d^he acldresses and the reports on military and colonial 
policy made by Mr. Root as Secretary of War explain the 
reorganization of the army after the Spanish- American War, 
the creation of the General Staff, and the (establishment of tlie 
Army War Collt'ge. They trace the origin of and give the 
reason for the policy of this country in Cuba, the Philippines, 
and Porto Rico, devised and inaugurated by 1dm. It is not 
generally known that the so-called Platt Amendment, 
defining our relations to (hiba, was drafted by Mr. Root, and 
that tlie Organic Act of the Pldlippines was likewise the work 
of Mr. Root as Secretary of War. 

Tlu^ argument before Tlie Hague Tribunal in the North 
Atlantic Fisheries Case is a rare if not the only instance of a 
statesman appearing as chief counsel in an international 
arbitration, which, as Secretary of State, he had prepared 
and submitted. 
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IX 


The iniscellaneous addresses, including educational, his- 
torical, tind comnicrnoralive addresses, the political speeches 
in days of peace, and tl)e stirring and prophetic utterances 
in anticipation of and during our war with Gerinaiiy, deliv- 
ered at home and on special mission in Russia, should make 
known to future generations the literary, artistic, and emo- 
tional side of this broad-minded and far-seeing statesman of 
our time. 

The publication of these collected addresses and state 
papers will, it is believed, enable the x\merican people better 
to understand the generation in which Mr. Root lias been a 
commanding figure, and lietter to appreciate during his life- 
time the services which he has rendered to his country. 

Robeut TJacon. 

James Bhown Scott. 

Srptb^mber 16, 1917. 




THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE WAR 




THE ENSLAVEMENT OF THE BELGIANS 


ADDRESS AT A MASS MEETING IN NEW YORK CITY 
DECEMRER 15, 1910 

I AM glad to join my voice tonight with my fellows in this 
free land in condemnation and protest against this new 
outrage that is visited upon poor and bleeding Belgium. 

I could not remain silent. I should not respect myself if I 
remained silent, and I hope, I trust, I pray, that ray country 
will not remain silent. 

Explain it as you may, excu.se it as you may, disguise it as 
you may, the people of Belgium by the tens and hundreds of 
thousands arc being carried away into slavery, — a thing 
that has not been done by any nation that claimed to be 
civilized in modern history. 

Poor Belgium, peaceful, industrious, God-fearing, law- 
abiding Belgium, .she had no quarrel with any one; she 
sought no nation’s territory; she coveted no neighbor’s 
goods; slie thr<“atened no one’s security, but she stood in the 
way of a mightier nation’s purposi*, — and slu’: was stricken 
to the earth ! Her firm, her stern and noble resolve to keep 
the faith was her only crime, and .she has been punished as if 
her people were the vilest on earth. Her towns have been 
burned, her noble and .stately monuments have been levehsl 
to the earth; her women and children and old men hav<; l)eeu 
murdered; her country has been brought under the sway of 
a foreign invader, and she has been l)h“d white by vast 
exactions of money and of produce. Every effort to revive 
her industries has been denied, and now% because she has 
suffered thus, her men are to be carried away to forced labor 
as slaves. 
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If the civilized world of the twentieth century is willing to 
stand silent and see these things done, in cumulative pro- 
gression, in violation of the laws of humanity and of nations, 
then the civilization of the twentieth century is worse than 
the savagery of Roman times. 

It seems that there is no place for the independence of 
siiimII, weak states, for security in self-government by peace- 
able and unarmed peoples, or for individual freedom, or for 
private right, in that scheme of things under which “ liberty 
for national evolution is to justify all uses of power. 

But what we have to do is not merely to gratify our own 
feelings, by expressing them regarding this treatment of the 
Belgians. What we have to do is not merely to protest in the 
name of humanity, — it is to assert a right, it is to call upon 
the world to assert a right, a right under the law of nations 
for the protection of humanity and of civilization. Tliis is our 
concern. This deportation of the Belgians to involuntary 
servitude is a violation of our law, of the law we helped to 
make, of the law which in common with all civilized nations 
we have built up generation after generation^ and it has been 
embodied in definite and certain and solemn instruments of 
agreement, as to what humanity demands, signed by Bel- 
gium, signed by Germany, and binding today. I see that 
General von Bissing justifies the deportation of Belgian 
workmen and refers to the Hague Convention as to the basis 
for his action, quoting the provision that it is the duty of a 
In^lligerent power, in possession of conquered territorj% to 
preserve order. The deportation, he says, was to preserve 
order in Belgium. Let me read the whole of the provision to 
which lie refers; 

Tliu authority of the legitimate power, having actually passed into the 
hands of the occupant, th<‘ latter sliall tak(' all steps in his power to rees- 
tablish and insure as far as possilile public order and safety, while respect- 
ing, unless absolutely prevented, the laws in force in the country. 
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The most solemn of the laws of Belgium, protecting the 
rights of her people, were violated in contravention of 
that very provision by the man who appeals to it for his 
justification. 

What I read was from Article 43 of the 185)9 convention 
of the First Hague Conference. The convention proceeds: 

Family honors and rights, individual lives, and private property, as well 
as religious convictions, and liberty, must be respected. 

The convention further proceeds: 

Until a more complete code of the laws of war is issued, the high con- 
tracting parties have the riglit to declare that in cases not includ(Ti in the 
regulations adopted liy them, pojiulations and belligerents remain under 
the protection and empire of the princiiiles of international law as they 
result from the usages establislied bctwixm civilized nations, the laws of 
humanity, and the requirements of pulilic conscienci'. 

I'hat convention was signed and ratified by every Power 
that is now engaged in the European war, as well as by our- 
selves. There was a subsequent convention that was signed 
by nearly all, which contained a provision that as to those 
that did not sign, the convention from which I read continued 
in force. The subsequent convention contained precisely 
identical provisions, so that Germany is bound in conscience 
and in law by the existing treaty between her and us, between 
her and Belgium, deelaring what the principles of humanity 
require in the treatment of occupied territory. Those 
X)rinciples of humanity have been violated in accordance with 
the very statement of them upon which she and we have 
agreed. 

Now, I say this law is our law; it is our protection. The 
rights of man, peace and humanity, cannot be preserved 
upon impulse alone. Law governing men in the treatment 
of the weak and defenseless is necessary; and so for years, 
for centuries, the nations have been building up a code of 
law, international law, and that law is the protection — the 
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enforcement of that law, respect for that law, obedience to 
that law, are the protection of our peaceable people, of all 
weak and small nations, of all those that do not wish to be 
armed to tlie teeth every moment for tlieir own protection. 

We have a right to have it observed, and it is our duty to 
our children and to our country that we shall not remain 
silent in the face of open, flagrant, contemptuous disregard 
and violation of it. 

How can it be preserved ? Not merely by armies and 
navies. No. There is but one power on earth that can pre- 
serve the law^ for the protection of the poor, the weak and the 
humble; there is but one power on earth that can preserve 
the law for the maintenance of civilization and humanity, and 
that is the power, the mighty power, of the public opinion of 
mankind ! 

Without it, your leagues to enforce peace, your societies for 
a world’s court, your peace conventions, your peace endow- 
ments, are all powerless, because no force moves in this world 
unless it ultimately has public opinion behind it. 

The thing that imm fear more than they do the sheriff or 
the i)oliceman or tlie state’s j)rison is the condemnation of the 
community in whicli they live. 

The thing that among nations is the most potent force is 
the universal cond<‘nination of mankind. And even during 
tliis terrible struggle we have seen the nations appealing from 
day to day, appealing by sj)eech and by pen and by press for 
favorable judgment from mankind, the public opinion of the 
world. That opinion estoblishes standards of conduct. In 
Roman times, the standard of conduct permitted the carry- 
ing off of slaves to the mines; i>c™dtted the impaling of 
prisoners; permitted the sacking of towms. At the time of the 
Thirty Years’ War, outrages almost as bad as those which 
have been perpetrated in Belgium were in accord with the 
practice and acquiescence of the world ; but w^e thought that 
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we had been building up new standards of conduct, that the 
world had grown more compassionate, and more kindly, and 
it had. The public opinion of the world w^as establishing, had 
established, a more humane and Christian standard of con- 
duct, both in peace and in war. Tliat standard is now 
beaten down, it is destroyed, it is set at naught. And if we 
remain silent, if the great neutral peoples of the w^orld remain 
silent, the standard is gone forever. 

And, mark this, the new standard, or ratlu'r, the return to 
the old standard of barbarism will not stop with the poor 
people of Belgium. It will be here! Not perhaps for you and 
me, but for our children it will be here. 

How can we maintain the standard of civilization Not 
by silence regarding international wrong. If the world of well 
meaning and kindly and good peo[)le remain silent when 
hideous wrong is done, what diirerence is ihere to tlu* wrong- 
doer between riglit and wrong ? In order that tln^ public* 
o})inion of the world should be worth iinything, it must 
condemn wrong. 

And that is what we are called upon to do now. I have 
thought it should be done before, but now^ there can be no 
doubt. I say that the migliti(‘st power that man knows, is 
ready to be awakened and lu ought to bcair for the f)revention 
of such crimes in the future, [)rovided we and c:)thers like us 
are true to our duty and speak out in condemnation of liorrid 
crimes. America cannot choose at wdll. We have made 
professions, we have assumed an attitude, we have taken 
upon oursedves responsibility, wc* have declared ourseivc's tlie 
chaini)ions of freedom. Ah! Remember across the half- 
century, the words of Lincoln: “ Four score and seven years 
ago our Fathers brought forth upon this (Continent a new 
nation conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition 
that all men are created equal.’’ They came here across the 
stormy seas in their little boats and braved the rigors of 
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winter and the perils of savage foes that they might be free. 
Some of us remember how they gave their lives that the 
blacks might be free. It was the spirit of freedom that took 
the i>ioneers across the mountains and the plains and the 
rivers, and gave this vast continent to the reign of law and 
justice and peace. We have cherished ideals, we have had 
dreams, we Iiave had ideals of a world made better and 
happier and nobler because America was a free democracy. 
We cannot remain silent now while these poor Belgians, 
without fault, are carried into slavery, without abjuring our 
past, and being false to our country. 

Lan<l where my fathers died. 

Land of the Pilgrims* pride. 

From every mountain side, 

Let Freedom ring! 

Our fathers* God, to Thee, 

Author of Liberty, 

To Thee w^e sing. 

D)rig may our land be bright. 

With Freedom’s holy light. 

One cannot be an American, with the history of America, 
without responsibility, and that responsibility confronts the 
people of our countiy today to protect the spirit of American 
freedom. We have grown rich beyond the dreams of avarice. 
So prosperous, so many millions of automobiles, such palaces, 
such comforts, such luxury! Intellect has been trained, edu- 
cation spread broadcast over the land, peace preserved! Ah! 
Are we so sunk in comfort and luxury and self-satisfaction, 
that W’^e have lost tlie old spirit of American freedom.^ 

If we have not, we shall not dare remain silent over this 
latest wrong to Belgium. 

Let me read the effective words of that great-hearted and 
noble prelate, whose message, appealing to all that is best in 
humanity throughout the world, fearless of the mighty power 
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that seeks to constrain him, will make the name of Cardinal 
Mereier great in history. Let me read from his pathetic 
ai>peal : 

We, the shepherds of these sheep who are torn from ns by brutal force, 
full of angiiisTi at the th()ught of the moral and religious isolation in whitdi 
they are about to languish, impotent witnesses of the gritd and terror in tlie 
numerous homes shattered or threatened, ap^^eal to all souls, believers or 
unbelievers, in allied countries, in neutral countries, and ev<*n in enemy 
countries, who have a respect for human dignity. May Divine l*rovidenc‘e 
deign to insy)ir<‘ all who have any authority, all who are masters of speech 
and pen, to rally round our humble Belgian flag for the abolition of 
European slavery. 

Thank Heaven onr President has assumed the leadership of 
the free opinion of the American democracy, and has spokiui 
for it to Germany. All honor to him for it, and it is for us to 
say, as I for my part say, that we ill stand by him, siipport 
him, approve him in maintaining th(‘ application of the free 
principles of America, in insisting upon respect and obedience 
to the law which protects all weak and i)eaceable nations, 
and in protesting, with all the power of the hundred millions 
of Americ'a against the outrage upon humanity which has 
been done. 

AVe may not be, in the words of Cardinal Mereier, ‘‘ mas- 
ters of speech and pen ’% but we are masters of our so\ils, and 
we are part of the great sedf-governing people of America,, 
and wc can speak, and w^e can si)eak so clear and high that 
the world will hear it, and tliat all right-minded and com- 
passionaie men and w omen w ill follow^ it and will join w ith 
us until the voice of the ))ublic opinion of the world will 
satisfy the most hard-hearted tyrant of them all that wrongs 
such as these arc punished by the universal condemnation 
of mankind. 




AMERICA’S PRESENT NEEDS 


address at the CONOREaS OF CONSTRUCTIVE PATRIOTISM 
HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
LEAGUE, WASHINGTON, D. C.. JANUARY 2,5. 1917 

I FIND that I am set down upon the program to speak 
upon America’s present needs. I should not have dignified 
the few remarks that I have to make by any such stupendous 
title. I will make one observation, however, upon the sub- 
ject. It is that America’s present need is a re-awakening of 
the spirit of a free self-governing democracy. And unless we 
are to wait until some great and terrible misfortune brings 
that awakening, each one of us, whose eyes are open to the 
condition and the demands of the times, must do liis utmost 
to render his service an<l awaken his fellows. 

Now I wish I could say something — I would like to say 
something, not so much to lead or to convince you, whose 
eyes are already open, and wlio have come liere because they 
are open, but something that will enable you, when you go 
liome, to stir your fellow-countrymen, men and women, out 
of the lethargy into which they have fallen, a lethargy in 
which they assume that liberty and justice come as the air, 
without effort and need no service and no sacrifice for their 
perpetuation, a lethargy in which the more material things 
of life fill the needs and the wants, and to have a fat cind 
increasing income and swell the millions of automobiles in the 
country, seems to be the mission of the American Republic. 
We have reached this condition of indifference and sluggish 
patriotism through decadence. As life has grown easier sac- 
rifice has grown harder. As we have grown rich in material 
things we have grown poor in spirit. 
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The original theory of our American government was the 
theory of universal service. Let me read you how the fathers 
of the Republic conceived that American independence and 
American freedom were to be preserved. I read from the 
Militia Act of May 8, 1792 — and you will perceive here 
that the Act is based upon the principle of universal com- 
pulsory preparation for public defense. The quaint old 
phrases of the Act may serve to impress upon your minds the 
changes of condition to which the princij)le is to be applied, 
while they may serve to enforce the memory of the principle. 
These are its provisions: 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Home of Representatives of the United 
States of America in (Umgress assernblcdy That each and every free able- 
bodied white male citizen of the respective states, resident therein, wdio is 
or shall be of the age of eighteen years, and under the age of forty-five 
years . . . shall severally and respectively be enrolled in the mil ilia by the 
(‘aptaiii, or commanding ollicer of the company, within whose l)ounds such 
citizen shall reside, and that within twndve months after the passing of this 
act. And it shall at all tiTn<\s liereafter be the duty of every such ea|>Uiin or 
commanding officer of a comp)any to enrol every such citizen, as af(>resaid, 
and also those who shall, from time to time, arrive at the age of eighteen 
years, or being of the age of eighteen years and under tlie age of forty -five 
years . . . shall come to resale within his bounds; and shall without delay 
notify such citizen of the said enrolment, by a proper non-<‘ommissioned 
officer of the company, by whom such notice may be proved. That every 
citizen so enrolled and notified, shall, within six months thereafter, provide 
himself with a good musket or firelock, a sufficient bayonet and belt, two 
spare flints, and a knapsack, a pouch with a box therein to conUiin not less 
than twenty-four (*artridges, suited to the bore of his musket or firelock, 
each cartridge to contain a proper quantity of pow^der and ball: or with a 
good rifle, knapsack, sliot-pouch aiul pow'dcr-horn, twenty balls suited to 
the bore of his rifle, and a quarter of a pound of powder; and shall appear, 
so armed, accoutred and provided, when called out to exercise, or into 
service, except, that w lien called out on f'ouipany days to exercise only, he 
may appear witliout a knapsack. That the commissioned officers shall 
severally be armed with a swmrd or hanger and espontoon, and that from 
and after five years from the passing of this act, all muskets for arming 
the militia as herein required, shall be of bores sufficient for balls of the 
eighteenth part of a pound. And every citizen so enrolled, and providing 
himself with the arms, ammunition and accoutrements required as afore- 
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said, shall hold the same exempted from all suits, distresses, executions or 
sales, for debt or for the payment of taxes. . . . 

And he it further enacted. That within one year after the passing of this 
act, the militia of the respective states shall be arranged into divisions, 
brigades, regiments, battalions, and companies, as the legislature of each 
state shall direct. . , . 

And he it further enacted. That there shall be an adjutant-general 
apj)ointed in each stiite, whose duty it shall l)e to distribute all orders from 
the commander-in-chief of the stiite to the several <‘orps; to attend all 
publi(! reviews wlien the commander-in-ehief t)f the state shall review the 
militia, or any part thereof; to obey all orders from him relative to <‘arry- 
iiig into execution and perfecting the system of military discipline est^l)- 
lished l)y this act; to furnish blank forms of dilTereiiL returns that may l)e 
required, and to explain the principles on whieli they sliould be made; to 
receive from the several ofheers of the difTenuit corps throughout the slate, 
returns of the militia under ttieir c’ommaml, re})orting the acdual situation 
of their arms, accoutrements, and ammunilion, their delinqueneies, find 
every other thing whieh relates to the general advancement of good order 
and discipline: all whieli the several ofTicers of the <iivisions, lirigades, 
regiments, and battalions, are hereby reejuired to make in the usual 
manner, so that tlie said adjutant-general may be duly fiirnislK'd there- 
witli: from all which nhunis lie shall make proper abstracts, find lay the 
same finmuilly before the eommandtT-in-ehief of the state. 

And he it further enacted. That llu' nih.'s of disi^ipline, aj)i>roved and 
estal)lish(‘d by Congress in tlieir resolution of th(‘ twenty-ninth of March, 
one thousand seven liundred and seventy-nine, shall be the rules of disci- 
{iliue to be observiMl })v the militia throughout the United States, exeejit 
such d<*viations fn^m the sai<l rules fis may be rcMidered necessary liy^ the 
retiiiisitions of this act, or by some other unavoidable eircumslaiKes. It 
sliall be the duty of the eoinmanding officer fit every inustiT, whetiier by 
fiattalion, reginumt, or single company, to cause the militifi to be ex(‘reise<l 
and t rained agreeably to the said rules of disci|>line.* 

Now, what we arc talking about in the meetings that have 
led up to this congress is a return to the original basic prin- 
ciple upon whieh this government was founded. There were 
rapid changes in conditions after this old, early Act. We 
gradually became relieved of the pressure of contiguous pos- 
sible enemies- With the purchase of Louisiana in 1803 the 
France of Napoleon disappeared from our border. With 


^ U, S, Statutes at Large, Vol. I, pp. 271“273. 
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the acquisition of Florida in 1819, Spain withdrew from the 
continental limits of the present United States, and we no 
longer looked at Spanish soldiers across an imaginary border 
line. With the settlement of the Northeastern boundary 
controversy, in the Webster “Ashburton treaty of 1842, and 
with the Oregon boundary settlement in 1846, all cause of 
controversy with Great Britain upon our northern frontier 
disappeared. With the gradual pressing out of the settlers, 
occupation of Indian lands, and pressing back of the Indians, 
the danger of the Indian wars to the great settled states upon 
the Atlantic seaboard became far distant, and that great 
race question which agitated IIk^ men of the early days 
disappeared. We grew in numbers vastly and became so 
numerous that for any of the ordinary wars as they occurred 
in the nineteenth century, it seemed unnecessary tliat all the 
people of all the states should hold themsidves prepared in 
accordance wilh the principles of this Act of 1792, Enough 
could be raised at any time to constitute an army of the size 
which was customary for the wars of that period. The spirit 
of adventure would lead young men enough to come to the 
front to engage in ordinary small wars, like, for Instance, 
the Mexican War, And, finally, we canu^ to the point where all 
this duty was completely changed, and the old militia service 
disappeared. About fourteen yc^ars ago a new experiment 
was tried. During this period of the gradual occullation of 
militia service the states liad found that they needed some 
organized force for what was practically police duty, and 
from that need the National Guard arose. It was not that 
the states expected to engage in wair wdth anybody, but 
because tliey must have an organized force; and about four- 
teen years ago the effort w^as made to utilize that organized 
force as a means of furnishing instruction to young Americans 
which w^ould give them, in case they were called to volunteer 
for military service, the A B C of that service. In all our 
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wars we have suffered dreadfully from the fact that outside 
of the small regular army our volunteers had to be officered 
by men taken out of the workshop, the law office, the store, 
the farm; good men, but wholly, wholly untrained in military 
life and military duty; and no one can measure the loss of life 
which occurred in our Civil War because the young men who 
were sent on to the battlefields were led by officers wholly 
ignorant of their duties. 

The attempt then was made to treat the National Guard 
as an organized militia, to require its organization, its disci- 
pline, its armament, to conform to that of the regular army, 
give it instructors from the regular army, have it exercise in 
maneuvers and in camps witli the regular army and con- 
tribute out of the national treasury towards its support and 
instruction, and that process has been going on for the hast 
fourtecai years. 

It now ai)pears, however, I think with great certainty, that 
tliat process cannot produce more than a comparativady 
small number of men who are trained so that they have 
even the elemenls of military service. The National Guard 
lias not increased very much <luring the whole period that lias 
( lapsed since the so-calhxl Dick Act that made the arrange- 
ments for this joint instruction and joint exercise. 

So we find ourselves in this situation, that we hiive not yet 
secur(Hl any real substitute for tlie fild universal service that 
is adequate to any very great military operation. But, in 
the meantime, the science of war luis changed, and tlie rela- 
tions of armies and navies to the other peoples of tlie eartli 
have changed so that we have an entirely new and differiait 
problem. In the old days nations used to send out armi(‘s, 
composed of but a very small part of the population, and 
those armies used to look for each other and fight each other, 
and, when they got through, there would be a peace made, 
which would result in some little changes, sometimes of 
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consequence and sometimes of very little consequence, but 
the great mass of the people were not very much afifected. 
The great mass of the people took but little part in it. 

But, now, war has become a conflict of entire nations 
against each other and we see today the whole people of 
England and the whole people of France and the whole 
people of Germany and of Austria, engaged in actual parti- 
cipation in the conflict. Now, with that kind of war, our 
little provision of a small regular army and a small National 
Guard is entirely incompetent to deal. We have already 
discovered that we cannot get any considerable increase 
through volunteering. There are not enougli with all the 
interest in preparation for defense, to fill up tlie ranks of our 
regular army or to fill up the ranks of our National Guard. 
The reason is that the spirit of adventure is not adequate to 
furnish the soldiers. 

That same thing has proven true before. In 18T2 we had 
to come to a draft. We tried to fight that war with volun- 
teers, volunteers in the regulars and volunteers in the militia, 
and we were unable to do it and we came to a draft and we 
made a terrible mess of it. In the Civil War we had to come 
to a draft. We tried to fight it witli volunteers. The South 
appreciated the difficulty in 18()2 and started on a draft then. 
W e waited until 1863, when we took recourse to conscription. 
Whenever the real stresses come, since we have abandoned 
the old universal system of this Act of 1792, the volunteer 
system has proved to be insufficient to answer the purpose. 
And now, a thousand times more, will it be incompetent w hen 
whole nations engage' in war. 

War is changing in another respect. It has become vastly 
more scientific and the instruments of warfare have gone out 
of sight from the old hanger and spontoon of the Act of 1792. 
High explosives and machine guns, and breech-loading can- 
nons, and great field pieces that are suflBcient to batter down 
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the mightiest fortifications, and submarines, and airships, and 
deadly gases, and sj^urting flames, and scores of other devices 
of science, have created a situation in which this volunteer 
million which is going to rise up when the President calls for 
the defense of America, stand no more chance against a dis- 
ciplined and trained army than the poor Mexicans did against 
Cortez, when he went through Mexico; or than the Ameri- 
can Indians with their bows and arrows stood against the 
regulars that drove them step by step from their ancient 
possessions. We would be today, if engaged in war, with 
our million patriots, in the position of the helpless savage 
fighting against the trained forces of civilization. 

It is not necessary to come even to this time for that, 
for here we should remember, when we are talking about 
the defense of country, how the British troops captured 
Washington and burned the Capitol and Wliite House, 
marching from the (fliesapeake here against an American 
army many times their number. Why ? These men, whom 
Madison drove out to see and in front of vvdiose rout he drove 
rapidly back, were the sons of the men who fought at Bunker 
Hill and Saratoga and Yorktown, and they were the fathers 
of the men who fought at Gettysburg and Shiloh. They were 
as brave, as manly, as their fathers or their sons, but they 
fled before a force of men of the same race, far, far inferior in 
number. Why ? Because they did not know how to fight. 
They were as helpless as a sheep before a wolf. Tliey did not 
know how, A little training beforehand would have taught 
them how. 

Now there is one other thing of vast importance and that 
is, that not only must men learn how, but they must be sup- 
plied. Armies must have food and shoes and clothes, and 
rifles to take the place of those that are broken and lost, and 
ammunition to take the place of that which is fired away, 
and cannons, and all the vast range of scientific appliances 
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with which they may hold their own in battle. They must be 
transported. The high explosives require the use of many, 
many ingredients, not common. All of this vast supply, this 
supply upon which one-half the world is engaged today while 
the other half is using it in war, this vast supply must be 
provided from raw materials, and, in order that it may be 
made, people must know how to make it and must be trained 
in making it. And so there must be industrial training, indus- 
trial organization, industrial jjreparation, as well as the pro- 
vision of men. And beyond all that, when war comes, people 
have got to live. The industrial and financial processes of 
the country have got to go on, and if they are to go on not- 
withstanding the vastly disturbing forces of war, which break 
up all the common usual relations and occupations, people 
have got to be trained in industry. I'hey have got to have 
the spirit of industry. They have got to have the spirit 
which will lead tliem to w^ork although tliey are no longer 
making profits. They have got to have the sf>irit which will 
lead them to exercise tluar industry to do what they can, each 
in his way and in her way, to continue the life of the country, 
because they wish to serve their country. That means, not 
merely the organization of an army, but it means the organ- 
ization of a nation. No army and no nation can be effectively 
organized unless the spirit is within it which gives it motive 
power. 

Well, now, why all this ? WTiy need we disturb ourselves ? 
I tliink that is the great trouble. I think that the great 
obstacle you men and women of this conference have to meet 
in the country is the fact that a great mass of the people of 
the country do not believe a word of it, do not believe tliere 
is any necessity of our talking about it, do not believe the 
trouble is ever going to come. To be sure, we have had wars 
all along, one in a little over every twenty years during our 
entire history. It is nineteen years now since the last, and 
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we are due to have one pretty soon. But they do not believe 
that anything is going to happen. Now that is the trouble 
with j)reparation. If the people of the United States thought 
that there was any real danger of somebody’s attacking us 
they would wake up soon enough and get ready. But they 
do not. So they turn the cows out to pasture and are no 
more disturbed about things than the cows. Well, let us 
look at the condition of affairs in the world. We did think 
that things were getting better. We had high hopes that the 
forces that make for peace, the public opinion of civilized 
man, and the values to civilized man of uninterrupted com- 
merce were continually making war less probable. But we 
have had a rude awakening. 

The present war which is raging in Europe was begun upon 
an avowal of principles of national action that no reasonable 
and thoughtful neutral ought to ignore. The central prin- 
ciple was that a state exigency, state interest, is superior to 
those rules of morality which control individuals. Now that 
was not an expedient, an excuse, seized upon to justify the 
beginning of the war; it is fundamental. The theory of the 
modern republic is that right begins with tlie individual. It 
was stated in tlie Declaration of Independence, that instru- 
ment which it was the fashion to sneer at a few years ago, 
but which states the fundamental principle upon which alniu^ 
a free republic can live. It wuis that individual men have 
unalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, and tlie 
pursuit of happiness, and 1 liat governments are instituted to 
secure those rights. The ancient tlieory, the theory alike 
of monarchies and of the ancient rei)ublics upon whicli 
they went down to their ruin, w^as that tlie state in the 
beginning was the foundation of right, and that individuals 
derive their rights from the state, and therefore, the exigencies 
of the state are superior to all individual rights. It was upon 
the continuance and assertion of that principle that this war 
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in Europe was begun. And upon that principle it was 
declared that there was no obligation upon a nation to keep 
the faith of a treaty if it did not suit its interests. It was 
declared that there was no obligation upon a nation to 
obsc'rve the rules of that law of nations upon which all civilized 
states have agreed, if it did not suit its interest. Now mark, 
I am not discussing the right or wrong, I am stating the prin- 
ciple of action which was followed and which was asserted 
to be right. Upon that principle little Servia received an ulti- 
matum that demanded the surrender of her independence; 
and upon her failure to comply to the uttermost, she was 
overwhelmed. Upon that principle little Belgium that had 
no quarrel with anybody was served with a demand that she 
surrender her independent rights as a neutral and violate her 
solemn agreements to preserve her neutrality; and upon 
her refusal to surrender her rights and violate her faith, she 
was overwhelmed. And that principle is still maintained and 
asserted to be right. I repeat that I am not referring to this 
for the purpose of discussing it, I am referring to it because it 
bears directly upon our business here today. It does not 
matter much what you and I think about these things; it 
does not matter that I think they were immoral and criminal, 
as I do; it does not matter that I think that if that principle 
of national conduct is to be maintained and approved in this 
world, then liberty and civilization must die. What does 
matter is that approximately one-half the entire military 
power of this world supports that proposition. And I say to 
you, and I wish I could say it to every American, if that 
principle of national conduct be approved in the struggle 
that is pending, be approved by the free people of America, 
be approved by the conscience of the civilized world, then our 
American freedom will surely die and die while we live. 

The German note proposing a peace conference used a 
phrase which aptly describes the concrete application of the 
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principle about which I am talking. It said, ‘‘ We were 
forced to take the sword for justice and for liberty of national 
evolution.” Liberty of national evolution! It was national 
evolution that overran Servia. It was national evolution 
that crushed Belgium. And national evolution Iirks not con- 
fined itself to the pathway to the Channel or to the pathway 
to the Bosj)orus; it has extended over Asia and Africa, 
all over the world, exc("pt America, North iind South, eager 
and grasping and resolute, gathering in under its flag, under 
domination, und(‘r national control, the territory of tlu' 
<*arth. 

All nations have been at fault during this last half-century. 
Many cr inn \s h<ive been committed; no nations that I know 
have been guiltless - none. Neither England, nor France, 
nor Russica, nor Germany, nor Austria, nor the United States. 
t\)r we still have to answer for Mexi(‘o. But the world is 
partitioned -Asia, Africa, Australasia, the ishinds of the 
sea, iill taken uf) - - except Anu'rica. And we stand hxa-e 
with the Monroe Doctrine*, we stand here with tin* Monroe 
Doctrine against the push and sweep of that, miglity world 
tendency of national evolution and its progress under the 
j)rincipie that iKuther faith of treatic's nor obligation of law 
nor rule of morality should stand in tlic way of a staia* thal 
finds its int t*rest to t ake what it wan I s for its national interest. 
How long will the Monroe Doctrine* b(^ worth the paper it was 
written on in 1823 if that condition is to go on ? That do(‘- 
trine is that tlie safely of the United States forbids any 
foreign military power to obtain a foothold upon this conti- 
nent from which it may readily make war upon the Uniteel 
Suites — that is tlie Monroe Doctrine — it is a declaration 
of what, in the opinion of the United Slates, is necessary for 
the safety of the United States. Now that doctrine is not 
international law. It has be<*n maintained by three things. 
In the first place, the men of Monroe’s time never thought of 



22 


UNITED STATES AND THE WAR 


such a thing as not being ready to fight for their rights. They 
were Belgians, those people. The second has been that the 
l)alance of power in Europe has been so even, so close, and 
everybody lias been so doubtful about what the other fel- 
lows were going to do, that nobody found it wortli while to 
take on a row with the United States. And third, Eng- 
land’s fleet. 

Now I ask what that Monroe Doctrine will be worth if 
we are not ready to protect it ? Sufipose the result of this 
war is suc h that these foreign influences that have helped prc^- 
serve tlie Monro(‘ Doctrine disappear, and wc' are not ready 
to defend it ? Worthlc^ss! What will it mean if a foreign 
naval power, a real naval [lower, a real military power obtains 
a naval base in the Caribbean, or in tliose islands of tlu^ 
Pa(*ific‘ oif Panama ? Our interests in ih(‘ Panama (kinal 
will be as worthless to us as the Bosjiorus is to Russia today. 
And instead of having what we have sjient four hundred 
millions to accomplish, the means of transferring our navy 
from ocean to ocean, our navy will be shut up again on one 
side oj' t}i(' other of the* continent. And then we will have to 
live as [loor, peaceabl<‘ France has lived for the* hvst ^ort^^ 
yeaii-s, with a sentinel always on the lookout for an approac!h- 
ing foe*, ddien the* fancied security and sweet, comfortable 
c ase of our people will lie rc*placed by ahirms and rumors of 
war and attack upon occasion. For the Alonroe Doctrine 
was based ufion sound wisdom, and tin* abandonmcait of ii 
or the destruction of it will be* the* end of our security. 

It seems to me* that we* have re*ached a [loint now where we 
can say tliat a [irudent man, a man comp(*tent to be a trustee 
of property, will see that it is necessary for us to pre'pare to 
de'feaul our rights. For why should not this principle of 
national aggression be applied to us ? Why should it not be 
applied to Soutli and Central America and the West Indies ? 
Here we all are, rich, undefended, supine — fair game for 
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anybody who wants national evolution. Can anybody tell 
why it should not ? Interest and principle and habit all will 
conspire to a treatment of America like the treatment of 
China. And there is only one way possible for us to defend 
or be ready to defend our rights, and that is l>y going back to 
the old principle of universal prt'paration for service. We 
have found, beyond tlie possibility of question, that volim- 
teering, however ready the people may be, will not answer the 
purpose, because nobody volunteers until war, and when 
ihe war comes it is too late for him to learn to do lus duty. 
Nobody is volunteering now, nol)ody volunteers for tlu' 
National Guard or the regular army, and nobody will until 
the war. It is a matter of demonstration that you cannot get 
together a volunteer force in tijiie of j)eace so as to prepajc 
tlicrn to render tlu^ir scTvice in time of war. 

Now, going back to the matters whic!) should lead a 
reasonable person to consider that there is a possibility of our 
being attacked, 1 want to call your attention to the way in 
wliich war conies. It does not come ordinarily by some 
country start ing out a great flecd and a million men to go and 
invade another. It c*omes by a f)rocess of gradual aggn'ssion. 
What is going to hafi[)en to us if we do not get ready to 
defend our rights will l)e that first there will be one little 
aggression upon our rights — we will submit ; tliere will b(* 
another little aggression, going :i little farther, upon our 
rights, and we will submit; tliere will be anotlier, and 
another, and :uioth('r, and finally the patiemee of this great 
deiiHXTacy will be worn out and they will elamor for war, an<l 
tliey will rush into war, vmjjrepared for war. That is what is 
going to happen if w(‘ do not g('t ready. You cannot con- 
sider what men are going to do as if they wen' angels. Men 
are men, and greed and injustice and covetonsness, and a, 
desire to overrun the rights of others, stalk t li rough the earth 
today as they did two thousand years ago. H(' who does not 
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defend his liberty is foolish and simple and unworthy of 
liberty. 

Another thing: the President has recently made a speech 
in the Senate, which we have all been reading, and I wish you 
to observe that the only way he sees out of the war that is 
devastating Europe is by preparation for war. There is 
much noble idealism in that sx>eech of the President. With 
its purpose I fully symj)athize. The kind of peace he 
describes is the peace that I long for. But the way he sees 
to preserve that peace is by preparation for war. Now, if 
some of our friends among the corn-fields and the cotton- 
fields and the mines, and the citrous fruit orchards will sit up 
and read this clause of the President’s speech, telling how we 
may prevent further wars, they may have reason to wonder 
whether they have not forgotten something. Here it is: 

Mere agreement may not make ix^ace secure. It will be 
absolutely iiecessiiry that a force be created as a guarantor 
of the permanency of the settlement so much greater than 
the force of any nation now engaged, or any alliance hitherto 
formed or projected, that no nation, no probable combina- 
tions of nations, ceuld face or witlistand it. If th(‘ peace 
presently to be made is to c^ndure it must be a peace made 
secure by th(‘ organized major force of mankind,” 

Now, I hope that paragraph means what I hoj^e it does. I 
do not understand it as intendcxl to commit tlie United States 
to enter into a c‘onv^ention or treaty with the other civilized 
countries of the world which will bind the United States to go 
to war on the continent of Europe or of Asia or in any other 
part of the world without the people of the United States 
having an opportunity at the time to say whether they will go 
to war or not. There would be serious difficulties, I think 
insurmountable obstacles, to the making of any such agree- 
ment. One is, that agreement or no agreement, when the 
time comes the people of the United States will not go into 
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any war, and nobody can get them into any war, unless they 
then are in favor of fighting for something. And nothing can 
be so bad as to make a treaty and then break it. What I 
understand by it is, that a convention shall be made by which 
all the civilized nations shall agree with all their power to 
stand behind the maintenance of the peace thus agreed upon, 
and if that peace be infringed upon then each nation shall 
determine what it is its duty to do under the obligation of 
that agreement towards the maint('nance of that peace. But 
observe tliat that is worthless, meaningless, unless the nations 
that enter into it k(‘ep the power behind it. It will be worth- 
less agreement on our part if we have not a shif) or a soldier 
that we can contribute to the war, if war there ought to be, 
for the maintenanc(^ of that peace. And it absolut(‘ly requires 
that w^e shall l)uild up a force, a potential power of arms, 
commensurat<' with our size, our numbers, our wealth, our 
dignity, (^iir i)art among the nations of the earth. 

'idiere is just one othcT sentenc(‘ of 1 Iiis speech about which 
I wish to say a word, and that is the declaration that tlu^ 
peace must be a peace' without victory. Now, I sympathize 
with tha(. But the pence that the President describes 
involves the absolute destrucLion and abandonment of tln^ 
principles upon which this war was begun. It does not say 
“ Servia it does not say “ Belgium but tliere the chosen 
head of the American people has declaiHHl the principles of the 
American democracy in unmistakable terms; has declared for 
the independence* and equal rights of all small and weak 
nations; has declare'd for a Monroe Doctrine of the whole 
world precluding all nations from interfering with the inde- 
pendent control of its own alFairs by every small iiatiou, from 
taking away the territory of other nations, from attem}>ting 
to exercise the coercion of superior power over other nations, 
for disarmament, for the reduction of tliese mighty armies 
and navies. And every word of that declaration, which I 
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believe truly represents the conscience and jiidgnient of the 
American j>eople, denounces the sacrifice of Belgium and of 
Servia and the principles upon which they were made. 

Now one side of that is the declaration that peace must 
be without victory. Suppose that such a peace cannot be made 
without victory, which is the superior ? Which is to obtain ? 
Of course, the great end and the choice of means becomes 
infinitely subordinate. If that [)ea(^(\ the peace that enthrones 
in the world principles of individual liberty and national 
right, and national subjection to the laws of morals can be 
obtained without any further military i)ressure, then, thank 
God for it. But if it cannot be obtained witlioiit. siicli 
further mil i I ary pressure as to end in victory, then let us 
pray for the victory. 

It is one of th(' best (jualities of human nature that makes 
ns as we enjoy the blessings of fre(‘dom of intellect, frecalom 
of religion, freedom of ac^tion, look back witli gratitude to 
the men who sacrificed themselves in the long struggk^ of the 
ages for these Ihings. Wlu'tlHu* they be martyrs at the stake, 
or Cameronians in the Tligldands of Scotland, or Huguenots 
in the G vermes, or lawyers pleading for justico against 
[)opuIar clamor and disap|)rova,I, or brave mcai fighting in th(‘ 
defense of their country’s lil)eriy, we are all grateful to thcan 
because' our b!(\ssings caiine from their noble sacrifice. 

]\Iy friends, so sun' am I that lilrerty and security in this 
land of ours depend u|)on the di'st ruction and alrandonment 
of the hated [rrinciple of national aggrandizement and 
immorality, and the enthronemenl of the principles of 
national responsilrility and morality, that for all the countless 
generations to come after us in onr dear land, I am grateful 
with all my heart to those men who are fighting in the 
trenches in France and Belgium and Russia and Italy and 
the Balkans today for the liberty and peace of my children ts 
children. 
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\DDRKSS BEKOUK, THE (JNro\ LEA(;i l': (TT'B. NEW YORK 
.MARCH ‘iO, 1917 

I HAVE a deep conviction that we none of us, not one of us 
appreciati's how serious the conditious are wlrich confroni 
us — not one of us rc^dly understands Iiow fraui(ht with i,n)od 
or ill, with perpetuily for our institut ions, or with tiu' ruin of 
our country, is the course of the American })eopl(‘ within I he 
next few montlis. 

It is difficult, in the midst of a great ci*isis, to feel Iiow gr(Nit 
it is, but no one need sup|>os(‘ tiuit t his mighty war wljich luis 
shaken th(‘ world and which has invoha'd all llu' (*ont incuts 
l>ut ours, will l(Nive the world as it was on tlu' first of August, 

We are passing into a. mnv world, with tlie new duti<\s and 
new (hangers, and we must confront our futiuv, not wit h coin- 
fortablc assurance thai (werything is to be as il lias been, })ut 
with a clear and alert ap])reciation of what wc^ art' to nua^t . 

situation is a very extraordijiary one. (icTmany is 
making war upon us. There may not 1>(‘ tia'lnucailly a war 
because it may be that it takc\s two to produci^ that; l)ut 
(iermany is making wair ui>on us, and w<' are cdl waiting to s(*(* 
whether wc ar<‘ to takc^ it l^ang down.’’ l\ is either war or 
it is submission to oppression. 

Gradually a feeling is making its appearance, a restivciK'ss 
of tile people of the country. Tens of thousands of young 
men are seeking oiiportunity to prejiarc thenisclv(\s for mili- 
tary service to drill, to get the A B C of the service in 
order that they may do their duty by the country when tlie 
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actual fighting comes. Commercial bodies, manufacturing 
bodies, professional bodies are meeting and discussing, all 
ov(T the country, what they can do. Then^ are multitudes 
of American (*itizens who are asking “ What ciin I do for 
country in this grave crisis ? 

They can do nothing except through the executive depart- 
merits at Washington. Nothing. No ship can sail; no regi- 
ment can march: no gun can be fired; no insult or injury can 
be repelled except through the executive departments at 
Washington. 

What is there we can rlo ? Only this: We can perform the 
duty of a free, self -governing people, liy speaking in clear and 
eertain tones, so that the spirit and the purpose and the will 
of a free jx^ople may be' heard in Washington and our Govern- 
ment may know that the Anu'riean people will be behind it, 
supporting it, approving it, sustaining it in maintaining the* 
lionor and the integrity and the independence and the free- 
eloni of our rcjmblic. 

My diagnosis of the situation is that the President wants 
to hear from the [leoph*. He has said so many times. He* 
wants to hear wliether the iieojile of the UniL(‘d Slates want 
him to go on and act. Let us answer to his want and tell him 
that the American jicople do want the Government not to 
discuss, and plan, and talk about wdiat is going to be done. 
l)iit to act . Let us say to him, and if wa* say it, others w^il! say 
it also, that we wdsh all the powers he lias now to be exer- 
cised; and let us say to Congress — and if we say it, others 
w ill say it also — that we wish them to give to the Executive 
all the additional })ow(*rs that may be found needed for the 
exercise of the entire force of this great nation for the supf>or1 
of its independence and its honor. 

It is not merely a question as to whether ships shall be* 
sunk, it is not merely a question as to whether our merchant 
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vessels shall navigate the seas or lie up in their ports; it is 
far broader and more far-reaching than that . MTfiere are we 
to be when this war ends ? Wliat is going to happen to us 
then ? Understand that no considerations of treaty faith or 
of international law, or of jicaceful assurance', play any more 
a part in determining what one nation is to do to another. 
The solemn treaty for the protection of Belgium was turned 
into a scrap of paper, and the same j)rinci[)h' which was 
applied to Belgium has now be<'n ajiplied to us. Wlien our 
sliips were sunk the supreme right of a powerful nation’s 
interest wiis declared to be superior to all obligations of treaty 
and of law, and of peaceful assurance, and of humanity, and 
that is what we have to meet, and we must face it. 

Consider this: the population of the world lias doubled in 
the hist eighty years; the iiressure of j)opulation is surging 
over tlie boundaries of national territory; if the same rate of 
population growth continues during tlu' next century, 
instead of seventeen hundred millions of inhabitants in the 
world tliere will be four thousand millions. The rapidly 
increasing pojiulation of (iermany, thrusling out over her 
boundaries, sought colonies nM over the world. Colonies 
were not enough, and the war that was forced u{)on Europ(' 
has been characterized and {'xplained b;\^ llu' formal German 
manifesto in which peace was olFcn'd. dlie German Govern 
merit said, We were forced to take tlu' sword for justici' and 
the liberty of national evolution ”, which means evolution 
into tlie territory of others. The great easl, the Orient, (he 
hundreds of millions of the Orient, are multiplying will) 
amazing rapidity, and they also sei'k liberty of national 
evolution, Africa lias been partitioiual, Asia lias been jiar 
titioned, Europe is occupied, Austndasia is occupii'd: what 
remains but America, that vast region, from Tierra del Fuego 
to the Caribbean, whidi has been protected heretofore by the 
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Monroe Doctrine ? What remains for the pressure of surplus 
population, and tlie liberty of national evolution, but that 
thinly-peopled and undefended territory ? 

That is what we have got to face when this war is over. 
And where then is our Monroe Doctrine ? What is it worth 
without force behind it ? And if the Monroe Doctrine fails, 
if that is ignored, with a German naval station in the Carib- 
bean and an Asiatic naval station in lower California, the 
Panama Canal is as worthless to us for strategic purposes as 
is the Dardanelles to Russia today. Then we will be face to 
face with tlie situation in wlii(*h France has been for the last 
forty years, with strong, aggressive military powers on our 
borders. 

The letter of Tlerr Zimmerman to Mexico, proposing the 
alliance of Mexico and Japan for the disuKUuberment of this 
union, was not a dix'ain. It was an uncautious exhibition of a 
[)urpose - a si^tha] |)ur]>os(^ whicli has hevii thought out and 
whic'li is being worked out and which will continue to be 
worked out if possible^ until this country stands alone and 
defensel(^ss against iin iiiediat e and coni iguous superior 
military powc^r. 

Now J am not tidking about the will of this man or that; 
I am talking al)Out the great moveiiumts of population. I am 
talking about those mighty forces which have in all history 
changed the face of the civiliz(*d world and set up and torn 
down nations. That iniglity stream of mankind will follow 
the line of least resistance, and unless we iir(' able to defimd our 
rights, unless it is clearly understood that we will defend 
our rights, it will flow over us. 

The serious tiling for us today is that we are on trial. The 
(juestion whetlier the American people are competent to 
d(dend their rights is being tried out now, and if we fail in the 
trial our rights will disappear. As Ambassador Gerard says 
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truly, if we had a million men under arms, we would not be so 
near the edge of wixr. If it is understood that this hundred 
million of people are animated by a common spirit, that they 
have the courage and the devotion which founded this free 
republic, no one will seek to prevail against us; but if it is 
understood that we are a weak, flabby, divided, and indif- 
ferent peophv, who can be insulted and assaulted and abused 
with impunity, then the tide flows over us and we are gone. 
Our country is gone. Our Union is gone. Our liberty is gone. 

Make no mistake: ITnIess we (lemonstrate now that we 
have the courage and the power to defend ourselves against 
aggression, we will speedily reach the point where we cannot 
flefend ourselves against aggression! We have been very 
unresponsive to a voice that should have cxdled to us in the 
names of our fathers. We liave stood dull and inditTenmt, 
while the p(X)ples of Fairope have been fighting against the 
negation of everything that mak(\s America what it is. We 
have stood dull and unn\sponsive to England a?id Franc(% 
ard to Russia — now being revivilhal and glorified, ihaiik 
(h)d, while the spirit of democr;icy has been struggling to 
defend itself against the spirit of military despotism and th(‘ 
})rinciples of absolute control by govi^rnment over human life 
and human liberty. 

We have forgotten tlu^ mission of Aima’ica for liberty and 
justice. We have i*(\joiced in our prosperity. We havc‘ 
[)assed on the other sidt' while men have sutfei*ed and died for 
the principles thiit our fathers taught us; and now it has been 
brought home to us with a last appeal. I remember tliat 
Horace Mann, just before the Civil War said, “ The time has 
come to leiirn wiieth('r our Union is a rope of sand or a band 
of steel.’' The time has come now, in the inexorable course of 
fate, for the American people to learn whether iliere still 
lives in this rei)ublic tlie true spirit of a free democracy, or 
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whether we are merely a great aggregation of prosperous 
people, fit only to be a prey to the domination of an oppres- 
sor. Now, if our voice can be heard, if we can do something, 
anything, to make our Government feel that the free and 
loyal people of America want it to assert the principles of 
American liberty and freedom, and to assert them with the 
power of this great people, for God^s sake, let us do it! 



THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
\^()IlLD C RISIS 

ADDRESS AS CHAIRMAN OF A PATRIOTIC MASS MEETINC; 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, NEW ^()RK 
MARCH 22, 1917 

I N all this vast assemblage, there are no parlies and no 
partisans. We are all Americans. We come lo exercise 
the right and perform the duty of citizens of a great self- 
governing republic, to voice, so far as in us lies, tlie [leojile's 
mind uj)on the fateful issues of this present time. 

We come not to find fault or to criticize. We c*ome to turn 
our faces towards th(‘ Clovernmenl of our choice, the (lovern- 
inent, the I^resident and tlic C^ongress, on wliom weigli the 
terrible burdens of decision and action in ilu‘ issue of fieace 
or war, and in the service of that freedom whicdi c*a.n be main- 
tained, it now seems, only by war. In tiiis governineni by 
the f)eop!e, it must be the people themselves wlio act, through 
the President and the Congress. 

Autocrats with great standing armies can nudvc war as 
they choose, because they have but to order and their regi- 
ments inarch ; but in a flemocracy war cannot be made excej)t 
as the peojile will that it sliall l)e made. And we are here to 
bear the burden of freedom, in raising our voice as to what 
freedom demands in meeting the war that is now being waged 
against us. We do not underestimate the gravity of the 
situation in wliich our country finds itself. Our country lias 
been ordered ordered to leave the seas; ordered off tlie seas 
that are ours equally with all the other nations of the (airtli; 
ordered by the autocrat of Germany to leave those seas our 
fathers crossed in their frail barks in search of the freedom 
that they set up on this continent; ordered to leave those 
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seas that the commerce of America has whitened with iLs 
sails for more than a century; and our country has refused 
to ol)ey the order. 

We have been attacked with arms for refusing; our ships 
have been sunk; our people have been murdered; our men, 
our women, our children have been sent to their death by shot 
and shell and torpedo si)ed from German men-of-war because 
we refused to o})ey the order of Germany. 

And w hat we are here to speak to our Government about 
is lli(‘ queslion, - not a question with us, but the question 
wh(*[her we shall meet that attack by manly and brave 
defense, or l)y submission, — submission. It is no queslion 
now of peace: it is no question now of patience; it is a simple 
question whether or not w^e shall submit crushed into 
submission - crushed into submission by the arms of the 
Germany w^liich orders us off the seas. It is not a mere ques- 
tion of sliips, it is not a mere qiu'stion of leaving the seas, it 
is not a mere question of abandoning lliose rights of our 
independence; it is a far deeper and more serious question 
than that. 

AM histo?*y teaclies us that the rich and defenseless peoples, 
the ])eof)les wlio are too luxurious, too fond of their comfort, 
their j)rosperity, tlieir wealth, their ease, to make sacrifice 
for their liberly, surely fall a ])rey to tlie aggressor. So Rome 
fell at the luinds of t)arl)arians, not more barbarous, not more 
criuM, not more' arrogant and overl)earing than the military 
class that ruh's Germany today. So Persia fell, w^ith all her 
magnificence, before the arms of Alexander. So poor, i)cace- 
ful Cliina fell, three hundred years ago, before tlie invading 
Aranchiis; and but now, under the {iressure of the great 
forces of freedom brougfit into the world, the poor Cliinese 
are beginning to lay aside the shaven head and the pigtail 
that were the marks of their subjugation to the conquering 
race. So we will fall if our luxury, our wealth, our ease. 
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our unwillingness for sacrifice, make us unable to defend our 
independence and our liberty! All li is lory show^s that to 
defend a nation’s rights you must begin at the l>eginning. 
One submission leads to new aggression, and one submission 
makes a second submission easier; and so, step l)y step, 
before a j)eople knows, unwilling to realize the gravity and 
importance of each successive infringement of its rights, 
before it knows, its rights are gone, and it is a dependent and 
subject people. 

We did think a few years ago that the reign of law had 
come into (he world; we did ihink that the rules of law 
that all civilized nations had agreed to be bound by, were a 
])rotection to the peaceful, to the weak; we did think that (he 
faith of treaties was a i)rotection; but we have had a sad 
awakening. Neither the rules of law nor the faith of treaties 
nor the instincts of humanity, nor the leaehings of civiliza- 
tion, nor the rec|uirements of religion, stand in the way of 
Ihose powers that are now seeking in the world, with fire and 
sword, wduit they call the liberty of nalional evolution, the 
liberty to send their increasing population out, and seize the 
lerritory and subjugate the inhal)itan(s of other lands. No 
more the protection of treaty or of law guards I he people of 
America round about. Tlie doctrine that a state can do no 
wrong, the doctrine that a state is entitled to take willi the 
strong arm what its interest reejuires, lias been declared and 
is supfiorted by one-half the military power of the world; 
and if the present war in Europe ends without a victory over 
the nations which are declaring and acting upon that hateful 
doctrine, there will be no peace nor safety for free democ- 
racies in this world, unless all free eoun tides be turned into 
armed camps. Still more than that, whether Ciermany be 
conquered or not, if a peace be made in Europe; if a peace 
be made and America has no friends in the making of it to 
include — 
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[Here occurred an interruption by some of the audience, 
followed by expulsion.] 

The first overt, act by the agents of the delightful German 
}>lot to break up this meeting has made itself heard and is 
disposed of. There are some more of them here. Hut let me 
tell them that they must not push the j)atieiiee of Americans 
too far. 

I say once more about I he war in Europe: if peace be made 
there and no friend of America includes in its terms any- 
thing to protect these western continents, the whole force 
of “ national evolution into the territory of others will t>e 
directed towards the vast territories, the immense wealth, 
of undefended America. 

Africa is taken up, Asia is taken up; there is nothing left 
for the spoiler but tlie Americas, if they are not defended. 
Heiv we stand with our Monroe Doctrine that has so long 
l>rotected us and the South and Centred American nations. 
What will that be worth against the |)rinci])les of nation;;] 
conduct that invaded Belgium, unless we are ready to defend 
it ? If we yield our rights in weak submission now, will we 
l>e ready to act when (iermany establishes a naval base in 
the (kiribbean, and some other military country establislies 
a base in southern California, both commanding the Panama 
Canal, and making that (kinal at)solutely worthless for our 
own protection ? 

If we yield in weak submission now, the Monroe Doctrine 
is not worth the paper it is printed on, from ihis time forward. 
And so the question is not about ships, not about saving the 
seas, but it is vvhether America has the sj)irit and the power 
to defend her righl s, to defend her indei)endence, her liberty, 
her peace, her safety, her wealth, her homes. 

The question is not merely whether we shall submit, but 
whether ttie world shall be made to understand that America, 
with its hundred million of jjeople, witli its vast wealth, with 
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its great traditions, with all the independent sj)irit of the 
greatest free democracy, has the power and the courage to 
defend herself! 

I hate war, but I welcome the coming of the inevitable at 
the beginning. I do not want to defend my house l)y putting 
off an at tack during the brief minutes that T can spend under 
the bed! T say that upon the issue of tlie war in Europe 
liangs the question whether America shall, at the close* of 
that war, be turned into one armed camj), or whether America 
shall be a subjec t nation. There is no nation on earth — not 
England, nor l^Vance, nor Belgium, nor Italy, nor Russia, 
with a greater stake in the success of the Allies in this 
war against Cierman Jiiilitai*ism, than the United States. We 
are able to hold this ])eaceful nu'cting with a few weak 
e\[)losions - and wliy Bec*ause we are protected l)y the 
navies and armies of the Allies! 

A Vorc’K: That’s a He! 

[Followed by the c'ject ion of tlie interruptor.] 

If we were not protected })y tliose armi('s and navies ac’ross 
ihe Atlantic, (iernian ships would be outside of our harbor, 
for (iemiany never liesitates to strike. 'I'he self-respect, the 
dignity and the honor of our country recpiire that we shall not 
longer hide under the j)rotection of others, but shall proc*ee(l 
to protect ourselves! 

One ihing incu'c. Every American, every true American 
Ijcarl, should res[)oiid with joy, amid its sorrow, to the fcHding 
that if we enter this war to do our part towards bringing al)out 
tli(* victory that is so imj:)ortant to us, wc* shall be* figliling 
over again the battle of the iVmerican democracy, along with 
the <leinocrac*y of England, the democracy of France, tlic‘ 
democracy of Italy, and now, God be praised, the great 
rleniocracy of Russia; figliling for the principle of free self- 
government against the jirincijjle of old-time autocracy and 
military power; and every American should }>c‘ at heart. 
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and with his voice and his effort, his sacrifice and his prayers, 
aiding in that great battle of the ages. 

Our fathers lit the torch: it was our fight for the freedom 
of self-governing democracies that unloosed the bonds upon 
the people of England; it was our success that gave courage 
and hope to the men of France, who cast down the Bourbons 
and set up the republic. No man has fought for liberty 
during this century and a half, in all this world, who has not 
been cheered and strengthened by the example and the spirit 
of our free America; and if that spirit is not dead, as I know 
it is not, that spirit is with the Allies who are fighting our 
battles ! 



THE DUTY OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 
IN THE WAR 


SPEEC H PEFORE TIIF: NEW YORK KEPI BLK’AX CLl H 
APRIL !», 1917 

I'lie j)rfX-cdiTijt; pa^es contain several r<‘cent addrf'sscs by Mr. Hoot dcalinc: with 
tlic‘ nunncnlous j^roldcins confrontin/^ the United Slitters and growin^j: out of tlie 
Eiiropcjin war. Following the President’s iiH'ssage to Congrc'ss on Ai>ril 1017, 
and the declaration of a state of war against the Imperial (ierniaii (hoaTnnient on 
April tJ, a mee ting was held in th<* ltepnl)liean C’hib of New York on April 0, 11)]?, 
at which tlK‘ principal address was rnadt^ t>y Mr. Hoot. It is an appeal to friends and 
associates to forget politics, to stand loyally behind the Administration, and to 
niiiie tlic‘ir force s tr» th(' caul that tlu* war irilo which the United Slates has entena! in 
behalf of democracy, humanity, and ini<‘rnalion<'d justice, may be waged by a united 
c ountry, w ith all its re.soiirccs, to a succe ssful eonchision. Unfortunately, Mr. Hoot 
Isad pr<*j>art'd no not<‘s of his addf(\ss and the re was no regular r(*i)orler present; the 
editors firc‘ compielled to rc'ly ui>on the incomplete newsj)aper accounts of what w^as 
vmdoiibtedl;^' one of the most effective of Mr. Root's pnl^lii* addressc's. 

T he war upon which our country has now entered is not 
over I he question of ships or wludlier AnuTicans shall 
insist upon tlieir right to travel the higfi seas. These arc but 
illustrative and syinbolieal of the great issues. '^I he struggle 
is between liberty and justice on one side and opjiression and 
barbarism on tlte other. It has beiai grov^ ing more and more 
manifest during the past two and a half ears tliat tiie conflict 
raging in Eurojie, Asia, and Africa, between llie Central 
Kuropeaii Powers and the Allies, is a c'onfliet for the control 
of the world. From all the <*onfusiiig statements and mass of 
doeumenis at the bt'giiming of ilie war there has gradually 
emerged the ascertained eerlainty that Cermany, iiiuler (he 
leaderslii}) of the military caste of Prussia, has eiiten d u|)on a 
great undertaking for which she has been ])reparing for more 
than a generation witli but one object, the hegemony of th<* 
wauld. The Allies w ith w hom we have now’ ranged ourselves 
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are fighting to prevent, being reduced to subjection by the 
military power of Germany. 

Our declaration of war now has saved the American people 
from irretrievable disaster immediately after the conclusion 
of the war in Europe. It has become startlingly evident that 
if Germany wins this war, t he same jirincijiles under which she 
treated the covenant with Thdgium as a scrap of paper, and 
laid waste and sacked and l)urned the towns, and murdered 
the peojile of that poor and pc^aceful country, and under which 
she lias violated every rule of international law and the obli- 
gations of treaties, will lie applied by lier to the rest of the* 
world. The issue of the war is the issue of submission to 
the same priricijile of conduct whi(*h took the' lives of women 
and cliildren in Belgium. 

Even tliough Germany may not be successful in tins war. 
she will still remain the Germany of seventy millions of 
peojile. They will still be* there. If, after tin* war, Gcrman;\' 
is left with her power intact, if the terms of peace provide no 
terms for the western continent, then (Germany will be free to 
seize her only ofiportunity to recoup tlie damages of the war. 
I'here will be l)ut one avenue in which she can continue tier 
career of expansion, and that will be t hrough the broad, 
fields of the western continent. What then will become of 
the Monroe Doct rine ? If we shrink from the test now, what 
will we do if Germany establishes a base in the ( -aribbean at 
the very entrance lo the Panama Gaiial ? If we do nothing 
now, we will do nothing tlien. If we do not get ready now, 
we will not l)e ready then. If we are not stirred to action 
now, we will not be stirred to action then. If such a base be 
established on our border as a basis For new aggression, how 
long will it be before we find ourselves in the condition of a 
subject people, unready to defend our liberties ? Ordinary 
intelligence should make the country provide now against 
that certain result in the future. 
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The war, however, is more than a conflict between nations. 
It is a conflict between two hostile principles; the principle 
of democracy which rests upon individual freedom, and the 
principle of autocracy which rests upon military force. The 
two are as far apart as freedom and slavery. President 
Lincoln said the country could not endure half free and half 
slave. It is also true that the world cannot endure^ half free 
and half Prussian. Democracies cannol live in the same world 
with aggressive military autocracies. To remain alongside 
such a military power means llial the democracy must sub- 
mit to the will of the autocracy, or the democracy must 
make itself always ready for defense against attack; but 
the conditions of modern war make it impossible for 
dtanocracy to keej) itself always prepared for defense against 
attack, and to continue its free democratic institutions; for 
the successful conduct of war invoIvl^s exlxnsive and essen- 
tial surrenders of individual liberty. If military autocraci(\s 
are to continue, the world must either subTiiit or must become 
a group of armed canii)s, inhabited by |)eo})le who have sur- 
rc'udered their liberties to military authority. The President 
w as right when he said llmt (he world must be made safe for 
democracy. In order tliat it shall l)e safe, tlie domination of 
tlu' Prussian caste must l)e jire vented. We are to fight for 
that; we are to figlit for our owai liberties and the liberties of 
all mankind. We are to tight for tlie ideals of America, for tlie 
mission of America, for the enfranchisement of the world. 

With this solemn and stupcjuious iluty resting uf)on Ihc 
American people, with the acce{)lance of tins !)urden \\c must 
be ready to take our part. What is our jiart ; what are our 
duties ? We are Republicans. We have special duties as 
Republicans. Our party was defeated at the last eh'ction, 
and the opposing party is in possession of the (iovernment. 
Our first duty is to control ourselves; to banish from our 
hearts every feeling of partisanslup, of party prejudice, and 
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fill them with patriotism and love of country, and the sole 
desire to do our duty to our country. Criticism and fault- 
finding and discontent have been incidents of all our wars. 
They are incident to our free and easy democracy. They will 
come again inevitably. As we Jove our country, we must now^ 
give to the Democratic administration our whole-hearted, 
earnest, sincere sui)port. That is the only way we can prove 
not merely our love for our country as individuals, but 
demonstrate that the Republican Party loves its country 
more than it cares for place and power. When the inevitable 
shortcomings of democracy come — as come they must - - 
then is the time for stout hearts to stand by their country, to 
say that no matter what mistakes are made we will support, 
the Government of our country. 

We must sweep all |>artisanship away. l"h(‘ men in Wash- 
ington are otir President, oar Cabinet, and our Congress, no 
matter wdiose votes elected tluan. We will stand by tlu' 
President now, as we stood by Lincoln when the faint- 
hearted and Liu* scurrilous were crying that the w^ar w^as a 
failure. We will demonstrate the real patriotism of Ihe 
Re|)ublican Party in good repute and ill repute, in success, 
in failure, come what may, for tlie fate of our country is 
involved. Other countries change governments. England 
has now a coalition government. E^rance has changed her 
government several times since the war began. And now% 
the great Russian democracy has come into its owm and over- 
throw^n the autocratic government which was already bar- 
gaining wdth Germany for the pr^eservation of autocracy. 
Our governraent cannot be changed between elections. For 
four years democrats must control in Washington, and we 
must give them as wliole-hearted, earnest, sincere support as 
if every man there were a Republican. Wc. need no coalition 
government to make us loyal. We will make a coalition our- 
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selves with every Democrat in the country. The coalition of 
the United States will be of all its people to hold up the 
hands of the Government of the United States, no matter 
which party holds the reins. 

Only one thing we will say to the party in power, — let us 
have a real war. Let us lose no opportunity in public or in 
private to urge and insist upon a vigorous and real war. 
There must be no dillydallying or half measures nor any 
giving in to peace terms until democracy is trium])hant. Let 
us so conduct this war that no nation wall ever again think 
that it is a liglit or an easy thing to enter upon war w itli the 
United States. 

Si)ecding the comj)letion of the navid j)rograrn and the 
upbuilding of a great army are the principal tasks imme- 
diately ahead of the United States. Here there must be no 
jealousies between states, no quibbling over wludher gover- 
nors shall retain the a[)pointing pow(u\ It is our duty to 
make a national army, an army single in purpose and sym- 
pathy, responsible to one Comnuinder-in-Chief of the 
American Army, and without any of tiie bickerings that hav(‘ 
wreck(al so main' fair causes. There should bc' a system of 
universal military service. In that vigorous war whicli wt^ 
advocate, one thing ought to be done at the earliest jiraeti- 
cable day. An American army, great if jiossible, small if 
must be, slioidd be put on the balth'-line of France and 
Belgium, so that all the world will know that American 
democracy is really ligliling for the principles of American 
freedonn side b\ side witli England, France, Russia, and llu^ 
other allied countries, in the world war for the freedom of 
the luiinan race; and no one may donlit that wc are w ilh our 
friends, heart and soul, ready to offer our sacrifice in the 
great causc^ in w hieh ^ve have so much to gain and so mucdi to 
lose. The honor and dignity of our country depend upon the 
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part it now plays. We have got to show that the United 
States is a nation and not a mere aggregation of people. The 
United States must fight with all its resources of men and 
money, with all its inventive and business genius, with ail its 
heart and soul. 

The war cannot be ended with anything else than the com- 
plete overthrow of autocracy. 
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address before the IMON’ LEAfilTE CEIJH, NEW YORK 

AlXaST 15. 1917 

Following; Alayor AtiU-liors ro<*eptioti to tlu-; Russian Alission at the New A^ork 
(Aty Hall on August lo, 1917, and tfic luiu heon of th»‘ < 'Juiinber of Commerce of t(»e 
City of New A'ork on tlie same (iay, tJie Alissiorj was t(“n(Iere(l a reception by tlie 
Cnion Txati^iie (dub in the evening. 'Die nKunlxTs of the Alission were pre.sented to 
tlie members of the club ]j.> tin* {iresident, tlie Honorablt* Charles K. Hughes, who 
{h(Ti iiitrodueed the head of the Ali.ssion in the following worths; 

I'his is an oeea.sion of unitpH' itderest. Our fellow-rnember, whom we have 
long honored an<I lovetl, returns to us from a serviet* of vast iniportanee, most 
admirably and nobly |)erfornied. He has recta vcd the olUcird weleomt.* of tht' 
city; he has been giveted by tiie nio.sl iinporlanl eomintTcial liody of this 
metrojiolis; but we <lesire to add to tlie.se gre<‘l ings, i!> which we art* glad to have 
had a sluire, the more intimate welcome tliat comes from his old-time frlemls 
in I Ins Cnion l.eagiie Club. 

Wlien it w'as anritiimced that the Rresident had .selected Mr, Root to go as 
the head of tin's important mission to Russia, we were all extremely glad that 
the best thought of the nation was to find expre.‘<sion through I Ids endiu'ul 
slate.snian. 1 arn sun*. howe\er, that tin- frhaids of Mr. Rorii had some little 
finsgiving, beeau.se at licit tinu* we were tilh'd with uneerlain t_\’ and appre- 
hen.sion. The age wliicli his appixiranei' belies was about to lx* pul to a .si'viae 
test. He might well have sought <"vemp1ion from such an arduous task; but 
whalevi'r was in flu* minds of Iti.s friimds was not m his irdiid. 'I’o him there 
was but ori(‘ thought, and that was, lha! any serviee within his })ower to nanli'r 
to the nation he would reiuier, lu're or an^■whe^l^ M'ha', genliemen, aeeording 
to place and o{)portimit>' ami lahmt, is lla* vi ry es.senee of patriotism, and liie 
nation lias no ;d)!cr statesman and no finer piatriol than Idilni Root. 

Now lie lias returned. Our mi.sgiviugs, as is usual with most of our mis- 
givings, were without warrant. He has pi-rformed the most diflieuli task lliai 
could tie set to him to periorm, that of adding luster to a nanu* already so 
renowned. He returns to us from this serviei*, the imjiortam'C of which wo all 
ajipreeiate, w ith a me.ss.age. AN e urr gla<l to grei't Idni as a friend, tad \s’e are 
even more ki^en to hear what he has to .say with resjKH't to l onditions on the 
other side. The greatest event of this period of e.vtra ordinary events is llie 
emergenee of th<‘ people of Russia into the re.spo n. si bi lilies and privileges and 
enormous difficulties of freedom. God forbid that any one in the L niled States 
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should look askance at Russia. Russia, our ^eat sister nation, carries now in no 
small de^^co the hopes of humanity, and every one whose heart is full of the 
intense desire that man shall move forward to happier ancl better days, that 
freedom shall world-wide and that there shall be in the future such an 
<>rganization in the world as will prevent the recurrence of war, looks to^Iay to 
Russia, full of sympathy, full of pride in wdiat has alre'ady been accomplished 
under the most extreme difficulties, full of intense personal interest, with that 
feeling of brotherhood which must possess us if w'c are not only to fight for 
democracy, but to be wortliy of democracy when won. 

Now' we are here to listen to a message from one w ho has been most success- 
ful in interpreting the tliought of America to the people of Russia in this crisis. 
He and those wlio were associated w ith him in t his mission have, it seems to me, 
been very suciessrul in <-onveying our thought to them, and it is important that 
they sliould now from tins vantage-grourjd of personal observation, interpret 
Ru.ssia as tliey have sc(‘n Russia, as they luivc learned to know^ Russia, to us. 

e are living in a world where tlie future <l('pend.s on oiir mutual understanding 
-- imt on formal programs, not on the formal eiigagiMncnts of tuitions, but upon 
an understanding of aims which wa? hold in common for human bc^llcTinent. 

It is a pc'oiiliar {irivilege to listen to our distinguished fc‘l low-member on his 
rt'tnrn iriun tins great errand on behalf of the I'nited States. It is my great 
l>leasure to introduce Mr. Klihu Root. 

I WISH to ex|)lain to my associtiles of the Special Dijilo- 
malic Mission that some of the nice tilings which our 
presitlent has said toiiighl are a mattei’ of habit. He says 
them to me because this is my home. The gray-headed oM 
men you see about you and I ]ia\e lived together in this 
club, have cultivated arid stimulated each other’s [latriolism 
here in the ahuostihere created by the founders of the club, 
lor the last forty years, and tlie younger members ha\ e come 
into the fellowshij) of tlie club and have inherited the tradi- 
tion; and tlu^y say these nice things liecNiuse I am theirs an 1 
they ar{' mine, and we love each oilier, and we have conti- 
denee each in tlie othcr\s love of coimiry, and sincerity of 
purpose, and willingness to sacrifice and to labor for the 
common good of our lieloved country. 

I am to say something about Russia,, and I wish also to say 
something alioiit America. 1 Ihovight often while in Russia, 
as I watched the laboi's and judged the mental stale and 
feelings of the men who were engaged in the hard task of 
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building up the government in Russia, of those men of the 
days of ’63 wlio gathered in the old club house in Union 
Square to render the same service to the American democ- 
racy then struggling against the impending danger of death 
to the Rej^ublic. 

I wish to say to you that I never have seen a more gallant 
fight with purer motives and nol)ler purpose tlian the few 
men who are controlling the government of Russia today 
have been making against overwhelming odds for the free- 
dom of their people and the safety of democracy in Russia 
and in the w^orld. 

Everything w^as against them; the soldiers and the people, 
the peasants who make up eighty-five per cent of Russia, had 
lost a leader. They had not been in the habit of thinking 
upon politicail questions, they had been in the habit of obey- 
ing, and the word wind) they had obeyed w^as gone. I'he 
soldiers had lost the command to follow, they had lost their 
national head, tliey had lost their national flag. The laws 
which received their sanedion from the Uzar, when the Czar 
was gone, no longer seemed to have moral obligation. I'he 
})olice had disappeared. The j)eople of Russia were pracii- 
(‘ally without government, for the Provisional Govern- 
ment had no power to execute a decree. Without police, 
without law% their own orderly habits, their owm mutual 
consideration for the rights of others alone remained to pre- 
serve their respect for propcady and life and human rights. 
Throughout Russia, with no other safeguard, order reigned 
as perfect as reigns in the United States today, because tlie 
people of Russia have ingrained, inherent characteristics, 
qualities of character which are necessary for the mainte- 
nance of free self-government. 

Germany, making common cause wdth those extremists 
who would break dowai and destroy all industrial organi- 
zation, all national authc^rity, (xerinany carried on in the 
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early months of the revolution a great propaganda in a score 
of ways to pervert the minds of the Russian people. Her 
agents swarmed over the border, they spent money by the 
million in buying adherents to the German cause; they pur- 
chased newspapers and established newspapers; they dis- 
tributed literature; their troops, under order, swarmed out 
of the trenches with open arms to fraternize with the Russian 
troops. Tliey said to them, ‘‘ Why do you fight us ? This 
was the Gzar’s war, it was not your war. Why do you want 
to kill us who are your friends ? Why do you want to get 
killed ? Wliy not go liome and share in the division of the 
land ? If you do not hurry you will get left, it will all be in 
other hands. Why go on with the Czar's war, which was not 
your war ? " And they produced an effect on the army of 
Russia that made tlieui generally, along all (he thousand- 
mile line, unwilling to fight. The Russians were tired of the 
war, as all the peoples of Europe are tired of the war. And 
when we reached Russia it seemed as if the game was over. 
Sagacious observers there said, According to all the rules 
of the game, Russia is out of the war." 

A few men, thouglitful men, realized that the erection of a 
system of free S('lf -government according to the life, the 
customs, the spirii of Russian life, could never be developed 
under the suzerainty of Germany. They realized tl)at sub- 
jection to (icnnany meant the death of Russian libeu't.y; and 
they set out to re-inspire in the Russian jjeople a knowledge, 
a realization, a spirit of defense for tluar newly-won freedom; 
and under the splendid leadership of Kerensky, under the 
wise and sagacious control of Nekrasoif and 4\‘rest(4ienko 
and Tseratelli and a score of others, they gradually brought 
discipline back. Out of confusion and bewilderment they 
have brought a knowledge and a realization of duty, and 
Russia has found herself, and has begun again to fight for the 
preservation of her own freedom. 



GERMANY, RUSSIA, AND THE UNITED STATES 49 


Germany lias appealed in Russia, as she has appealed in 
America and all over the world, to all the baser motives of 
mankind. She has appealed to oupidily, she has bought 
men in and out of office, right and left, by scores. She has 
ex])ended millions of money in Russia, as she has here, to 
buy treason for her own l)enefit. She has aj)pealed to pas- 
sion and prejudice, to local interest that quarrels with tiie 
public good, to jiersonal selfisliness and ambitions. Wher- 
ever in Russia, wherc^ver in this world a baser motive was to 
be found, Germany has developed a feeling for it as swift 
and irresistible as any chemical combinations that we know 
of. Every base, every des]>icabl(% ('very damnable intluenee 
that tends to break down law and order and to frustiate 
noble purposes and great designs for good, she has emi)loyed. 
She has done it in Russia, as slie has done ii here, with dia- 
l)oliea! ingenuity. But in one thing Germany has faihal; 
she has lieen incapable of measuring, of imderstariding, the 
great moral forces ihiii move mankind, the great moral force 
leading modern civilization to higher and btdter things. 

(jcrmany could not undi^rstand iliat love of country and the 
passionate desire for Italia, Irredenta woidd take Italy out of 
the Tri{)le Alliance and range h('r against the German armies. 

She could not understand that England, which, set in the 
enjoyment of j)eace and wealth, had turned a deaf ear to tlie 
warning of good old Lord Roberts, I hat England would 
revolt at the shameful bargain that was pro})osed to Sir 
Edward Grey, to connive, to wink at the violations of trea- 
ties tlia! prolected Belgium and stand idly l)y while j)oor 
Belgium was overrun with indescribabk' cruelty and sa\ - 
agery. She (*ould not understand that down from Puritan 
ancestry and the nobility of the Gavalieis of many genei’a- 
tions, tliere came a spirit of moral power in England that 
would array tier against the damnable wrong that Germany 
did to Belgium. 
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Germany could not understand that the British colonies 
had replaced the rule of force that once bound them to Eng- 
land by a bond of sentiment a thousand times stronger than 
all the red-coats that ever garrisoned the citadel of Quebec. 

Germany could not understand that the longings for free- 
dom and self-government of South Africa could transmute 
the fairness and justice of the final settlement of the relation 
between England and the Boers into a feeling of loyalty to 
England upon the part of the Boers. 

Germany could not understand that there was a line 
beyond which the free, rich, comfortable peo])le of the 
llnitetl States of America, rejoicing in their prosperity and 
their comforf, would not pass — a line at which the ideals 
of their fathers and an ingrained stuise of devotion to the 
liberty of mankind forbade the sonlid considerations of 
pro.sperity and wealth longer to govern the free American 
people. 

Then, again, buying treason in Russia, playing upon sor- 
did motives and every degraded impulse to be found in 
Russia, Germany again has failei^l to understand the moral 
power of that great empirt', and that great justice and liberty- 
loving people. Time was but a few months ago when a regi- 
ment of Germans could have marched over the border anti 
gone where they would; but they misjudged tlie moral force 
of the Russian people, and they waited too long, d'hey 
waited until the power of regeneration, so strong in tlie Rus- 
sian character, had had time to Itegin its work, and they iire 
moving too late. I do not know what the fortunes of the 
battleheld may l)e, l)ut I do think that the Russian people 
have again found themselves, and again begun one of those 
extraordinary recoveries which the indomitable spirit of 
Russia makes possible beyond the experience of any other 
race. 
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Now we huve sent ti mission of eongrutulution and friend- 
sliip and cooperation to Russia, and w'e are committed to 
help Russia. There are many things in which she can be 
helped; in money, for her financial condition is bad; in 
munitions, for her soldiers must have munitions with which 
to fight; in transportation, in locomotives and cars, for her 
rolling stock is almost worn out in these three years of war; 
in a dozen material ways, as well as in the courage and hojic 
that come from comradeship and faith and confidence that 
we all need. I hope that all of you will stand by our Gov- 
ernment in rendering the fullest measure of hel[) to Russia, 
w'hich is fighting our battles with her own: i)oor Russia, 
desperately weary of the war, still gathering herself for 
another cami)aign, while we an* entering the war fresh and 
unharmed. I hope you will all stand l)^' the Government of 
our country in rendering the full measure of help to Russia, 
and I hope that you will aid the ])eoj)le of the United States 
to sup{)ort the Government in rendering that help by a uni- 
versal sentiment of desire for comradeship and support on 
the part of the people of the United States. Material, sub- 
stantial, practical aid is uee<led that Russia shall go on with 
t he war. That wc must give if we are true to our assurances, 
and if vrc are true to our principles. 

I want to say a word not too many words — about the 
situation in America. I feel that there are still some Ameri- 
cans who ilo not quite understand why w'e are fighting, why 
w e are about to fight. If they did, tliey would stop these pro- 
German traitors who are selling out our country, who are 
endeavoring to make us unsuccessful in the w'ar that we have 
undertaken, who are endeavoring to make our actions ineffi- 
<;ient, w'ho are endeavoring by opi)osition and obstruction, 
in Congress and out of Congress, to make what America does 
in i)reparation for the w’ar so inelfective, partial, and incom- 



52 


UNITED STATES AND THE WAR 


petent, that M^hen our young men go to the firing line in 
France and Flanders they will meet defeat. If our people all 
uiidei'stood why it is that we are going into this war, they 
would rise up and crush these traitors down to earth. There 
are men walking about the streets of this city tonight that 
ought to l)e taken out at sunrise tomorrow and shot for trea- 
son. They are doing their work under false pretense; they 
are iirofessing to be for the country and they are lying every 
(la\^ and in every word. They are covering themselves with 
the cloak of pretended Americanism; and if we are compe- 
tent and fit foi* our libeily, we will find them out and get at 
them. And every one of us can help, not by talking to each 
other about what we hear, but by carrying to the authorities 
charged with tlie pursuit and detection of traitors, all the 
information we can gather. 

And understand, and I hope Ihej' will understand, it is 
only a question of time. We are only a democracy, we have 
not the swift decision and competent action of a military 
autocracy, but we cannot be fooled or [>layed with too long. 
There are some newsiiapers published in this city every day, 
tlK‘ editors of wliieh (kvserve conviction and execution for 
treason. And sooner or later fhey will get it. The American 
peo])le are not going to see their young men led to death 
through the machinations of these ill -concealed friends of the 
enemy of our country. 

Now, why is it that we are going into this fight ? Specifi- 
cally, the sinking of our ships and the murder of our citizens 
by the U-boats, in violation of the well-established and 
agreed-upon rules of the law of nations. Hiat does not tell 
the whole story, because that action in violation of the law of 
nations, in violalion of the rules of humanity and in violation 
of the welhestablished principles of our civilization, is but an 
illustration of what it is that (jermany proposes to the world. 
It is but an illustration of what we are all to expect if Ger- 
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many acquires domination over the world, as Rome domi- 
nated the world; and it is to prevent that domination which 
will be the death of liberty, the downfall of democracy, the 
restoration of tyranny, that America is entering this war; 
and it is to preserve not merely the freedom, the democracy 
of the world at large, but the freedom and the democracy of 
our own country, that we are entering the war. 

It is an old saying that to govern is to foresee, and the 
democracy that governs must be able to foresee. You can- 
not expect all the people who are working upon the farms 
and in the factories and in the stores and shops to be so 
familiar wdth international affairs as to look forward and 
forecast the future, but you can expect that: in a competent, 
self-governing democracy there shall be many men who are 
sufficiently familiar with the affairs of t he world to form a 
just forecast of what their country is to exjiecL in the near 
future, judging from what they see in the present; and that 
forecast leaves no doubt whatever that if (lerniany were to 
win in this war the liberty of America would be worth not a 
song. If Germany were to win in t his war, it would mean t he 
dismemberment of this Union and the subjection of this 
people! 

Do you remember what Bismarck said about the Monroe 
Doctrine ? He said it was a piece of colossal impudence. Do 
you remember what William, the present William, the great 
war lord, said at the time of the Venezuelan affair ? He 
said if he had had a larger navy he would have taken the 
United States by the scruff of the neck. Do you remember 
what Admiral Dietrich undertook to do in Manila Bay, when 
Dewey sent word to him, ‘‘ If you want to have a fight, you 
can have it now ” ? Did you observe what Geniiany was 
doing in Haiti just before this war was opened ? She was 
seeking a foothold in Haiti — for a naval base in th(^ Carib- 
bean, commanding the Panama Canal, and robbing us for- 
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ever of our security, and making it necessary that we should 
keep forever great navies and great armies for our protection 
against sudden and unexpected attack. 

\Miat has Germany been doing all over the world but 
meddling with the affairs of every country, to extend her own 
dominion ? ^Africa, Asia, the islands of the South Seas, she 
has seized upon. About all the world is taken up except the 
vast and ilbpopulated and undefended stretches of incal- 
culable wealth in the New World — South America and 
North America. 

Now', add to the gloss that we have in specific facts upon 
the character and pur|)ose of Germany, the avowed prin- 
ciples of Germany: no faitli or treaties are binding on her; 
no law’ is to bind her wdien it is against the interests of 
Germany. National interest is above all obligations of law 
and faith. That Is her siii)reme law. 

To seize what she desires is riglit in her eyes. To lie when 
it will benefit his country, is honoral)le to a German gentle- 
man. -Not one of tlie principles tliat liave illustrated the 
civilization of the niTieteeuih and twentieth centuries is held 
in the slightest regard by the militaTy autocracy that rules 
German;\\ They have harked back to those dark and dread- 
ful days of the i)ast when might wais the only riglit, and al! 
man ru'ed do was to seize what his strong right hand could 
hold; to those days w hen there wats no liberty or justice for 
plain, common jx'Ojjle; to those <lays when tlie principles of 
Rome governed the actions of men. Then turn your eyes to 
America, wdlh Germany holduig those princ-iples, moved by 
such impulses, repudiating all laws and treaties upon w hich 
we rely for protection, wdth a lust for territory and a pride in 
conquest, and an overwhelming belief in the right of their 
race to dominate the world; and think wdiat America would 
have had to meet if this war had closed with the success of 
Germany, with the fertile fields and the rich mines of South 
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and North Airierica lying undefended. As clear as the day- 
light on this morning is the lesson; as certain as the sunrise 
tomorrow was the inevitable fate of the United States if 
Germany were to win this war. We liave entered the war to 
figlit for liberty, for democracy, not in the abstract, but in 
order that our children may inherit a free land, and be sub- 
ject to no masler, be subservient to no arrogant military 
caste. That is why we are fighting, and that calls for every 
ounce of weight we have in i\nieric‘a; it calls for the stern- 
ness and severity of men who understand t hat we are fighting 
for life; it calls for a treatnuait of these recreant scoundrels 
who are trying to help the enemy of our lil)(‘rty, treatment as 
severe and rigid as our strength makes it, j)ossible to extend. 

We are going to fight, that our old men and children sliall 
not be murdered, and our women oiitragc'd, tliat our oppor- 
tunities in life shall not be cut off, and that, our people who 
have lived witli no ])oliticaI sui)erior for more than a hundred 
years may not be reduced to a <*ondition of vassals. And it 
is no easy tiling; we have got to suflcr and to endure. It is 
no business in which we should lie concerned alioiit trifles. 
We may not like tliis or that or the other thing that a, jiublic 
officer does. The main thing, tlu^ gnait tiling is to do nothing 
that will retard or divert or hinder the exercise of the full 
|)ower of the American people in this mighty conflict, and to 
do every tiling tliat we ca,n to add to that ])o\ver, and press 
forward to the aeconijilisliment of the gnait and necessary 
object of winning tlie war. 

Now, thoughtfiil Russians feel tliat. The war is at tlieir 
doors. Theix young men have died, and mourning is through- 
out llie land, and tliey are wearied of the war; but they feid 
that ilieir liberty will be lost if they do not gather again for 
the conflict; and we soon or late must come to feel it, and the 
sooner we feel it, the sooner it will be over and the victory 


won. 
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ADDRESS AT THE SPECIAL CONFERENCl-: OF DELEGATES FROM 
THE AMERICAN HAR ASSOCIATION AND DELEGATES 
FROM STATE AND l,OCAL BAR ASSOCIATIONS 
SARATOGA SPRINGS, SEPl'EMRER H)17 

A special conference was held in c-onnection with llie annual meeting of the 
American liar Association at Saratoga Springs, the sei'ond of its kind, the first 
having been held at C hicago, following an invitation extended by the American Bar 
Association, over the signature of its then president, Elihii Root. Mr. Julius Henry 
Cohen of New' York named Mr. Root as presiding officer of t lie Saratoga conferenc'c, 
saying: “ It is the great privilege of the ( Vimmittee on Arrangements to pre.sent for 
your consideration as cliairman of this conference the name of Elihu Root. ” 
Mr. Root was declared the unanimous choice of the confcrencf^ as its presiding 
officer, and spoke as follows: 

I THANK you for your cordiality in selecting me to act 
as chairman of this meeting. 

The subjeel, is one in which I have' takiui a great interest, 
because after acting as president, first of the local bar associa- 
tion of my own city, then as president of the bar association 
of rny own state, and thc^n as president of the Amta'iean 
Bar Association, I have come to feel that there is a great loss 
of power, a great waste of opportunity, through the failure^ of 
these dilFereiit associations to function with proper referetiee 
to each other. It seemed to me that thi' local associations 
lacked something of the strength and eireetiveness lhat 
would come from a eoiiseioiisriess of a broader scojie of 
activity in the profession than is possit>l(^ to a l()(*al associa- 
tion shut up in itself, and tliat the national association was 
wholly unable to accomplish results in many most }iii])orlaiit 
directions because it lacked the personal touch with the bars 
of the different localities. It seemed to me that the diffi- 
culties tliat existed were not to be met l)y any scheme of 
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combination, of reorganization — of a federal system, of an 
absorbing one of the other — that any sucti plan, and there 
were many of tliem, would result in the destruction of either 
the local associations or the national association; but that 
there could be a very great increase of power by establishing 
association and by cooperation, by establishing close and 
systematic relations bet ween local and state associations and 
the national association, leaving each class of association free 
and sovereign in its own domain. 

That, view — I s{)eak of my understanding of it, not 
because I originated it, for it was the view which was enter- 
tained by many gentlemen of the bar and was expressed in 
conversation here and there in a desultory way — led to the 
call for a conference last year, which, after a quite full discus- 
sion, realized that it was only on the thresliold of the subject, 
and so (‘ailed for this furthiT (.‘onftTence. What we were 
talking about last year was the betterment of our methods, 
our institulions; the improvement of conditions at the bar; 
the improvement of the morale, tlie prosjxTity and the effec- 
tiveness of the bar and the improvement of the administra- 
tion of justice. Some things were called for that the national 
association could do; some things were called for that the 
state and local associations could do, for th(^ improvement of 
ordinary conditions setting uj) a movement for progr(\ss 
towards better conditions all the time. We all realized that 
the bar had rather lagged bcdiind in availing ilself of the 
power of organization and association wliich almost all kinds 
of business luid adopted, and in almost all tlie other relations 
of life, mult i|)lying ihe {>owa'r of man. 

''I\)da\^ th(‘re has bc'en a change' in conditions wdiich pre- 
sents an intinitelv^ more important and pressing necessity for 
the highest effectiveness of the bar, not merely for the better- 
ment of its conditions, not mc'rely for tlie improvement of 
the administration of justice in the ordinary course of affairs, 
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but for the preservation of the institutions upon which our 
Jaw rests; for the preservation of the system of justice that 
we represent, and in behalf of whicli we speak from day to 
day, from the time we reciu^’^e our first diploma until the 
time that we lay down all our human activities. 

There was much discussion about little Ihings at the 
beginning of this great war; rjuestions of dates and of 
negotiations betw’cen foreign offices, whetJier this one was 
really in favor of this or not, and whether that one ought to 
have done something or ought not to have done sometliing 
w'hicli would have a bearing upon the preservation of i^eace 
and the {)revention of war. Gradually, as time lias gone on 
and facts have' develo})erl more clearly, it has liecome pia*- 
fectly plain tliat this war is not solely a conflict between 
specific ambitions, but that it is a conflict betweem two 
opposed and inevitabl\^ o})posed s\^stems of government, of 
policy, of ])olitics, of human soeii^y. It lias become quite 
evident that this war was brought on with a purpose to 
establish throughout the (‘ivilized world a military autocracy. 
It has become perfectly evident that more than a generation 
of careful, ])urposeful,and inJensi^ jireparation had been made 
for this very thing and that tlie deinocraeies of the wairld — 
loosely compact, rejoic’ing in ])eace and in prosperity, in 
political freedom, in individual liberty — were unprepared, 
were in great measure and in dilfering degrees unprei^ared, 
to ineet the attack upon tlKUiK Slowly it liecame afiparenl 
to the (hnnocracies of the world tlial the ])rincipl(‘ U|>on 
wrluch tliey live must be defeiuled against the attack of ttie 
adverse principle, tlie domination of w hieli means tin' sj^read 
of autocracy and the everlasting rli'siruction of the system of 
individual liberty of which wc are the high priests of tlie bar. 
So long as there exists a great and powerful railitaj\y autoc- 
racy, wiiicli has as its purpose to secure domination by 
military force, wso long republics, democracies, countries 
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which preserve individual freedom and individual rights — 
countries which subordinate government to freedom — must 
be at the mercy of that autocracy; they must do its will and 
submit to its control, or they must enter upon a systematic 
preparation of military force for defense, to an extent which 
in itself must destroy democracy, must destroy individual 
liberty. Let me make that plain by an illustration. We are 
today in war; we have entered up)on the present great war 
in order that we may before it is too late defend our future 
liberty and security against the domination of an overpo wear- 
ing and arrogant military autocracy; that we may defend 
our liberty and our future security, while ihere is yet a 
chance of defending it, because Ihere are still other powers 
witli which we can join to defend it. 

What is the effect of our entering upon the war ? Tiie 
effect is that we have surrendered, and are obliged to sur~ 
render, a great measure of that liberty which you and I have 
been asserting in court during all of our lives. Power over 
property, power over person, has to be vested in a military 
commander in ord(T to carry on war successfully. You can- 
not liave free democracy and successful war at the same 
moment. The inevitable conclusion is tliat if you have to 
live with a great powerful military autocracy as your neigh- 
bor you cannot maintain your democracy. And anotlier 
inference is that if you are to maintain your democracy you 
must kill autocracy. 

As well go to sleep with a burglar sitting in your front hall 
as to talk about the pt'ace and the security of a democracy 
wdth Germany still competent to pursue its career of domina- 
tion! Think of it for a moment. If we had not gone into 
tin’s war and Germany had succeeded and had come out witli 
her power unbroken and had applied to us, as she had very 
well the will to do, the same principles that she applied to 
Serbia and to Belgium, and we had undertaken to prepare to 
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defend our rights as we are now preparing to defend them, 
and the armies and the navies of the Allies in Europe had not 
held down the German fleets and the German army, what 
would Germany have been doing to us now ? What would 
have happened to us during these five months of confusion 
and doubt and the learning of military organization in the 
infant class ? What would Germany have done to us during 
the past five months if she had not been held down in 
Europe ? Why, her heel woidd have been upon our neck. 
So our entrance into this war has been a grasping at the one 
chance for the preservation of our system of government, 
our independent bar, our independent courts, our rights of 
American manhood to assert the rights of the individual in 
all places and against all i)Ower. Our entrance into this war 
has been a gras{)ing at the one chance there was to continue 
the free rei)ublic that our fathers have handed down to us, 
and to preserve everything that makes tlie life of a lawyer 
dignified and worth the living. 

And our vigorous and successful prosecution of this war is 
the sole way in which we can make that chance a successful 
one. There is no room now for argument as to wlietlier we 
should or whether we should not; we are in the war, and tlu^ 
slake for which we tiglit is liberty in independence and 
the justice of our American country, our American life, our 
American ideals. It is we of the bar who stand at the door 
through which oppression will enter. It is not so easy for the 
farmer to see that there w ill be a dilference in his crops or in 
the sale of them; for the manufacturer to see that any one 
wall stop wa^aring clothing or shoes or using machinery, but 
it is easy for us to see that with the domination of that 
military system which subordinates law, which makes the 
bar only a part of the administrative system of government 
and leaves the bench no independence — it is easy for the 
lawyer to see that everything he has contended for of iiidi- 
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vidiial liberty and the supremacy of law over executive 
power will be attacked and destro,yed if we do not succeed in 
this war. Now, it is nec(\ssary that llie bar of the United 
States shall be alive to this fact, that it may constitute a 
great informing and enlightening power throughout our 
land so that the humblest workingman in the field or in the 
factory may be awakened to the necessity for the preserva- 
tion of our liberty, and our system of law and justice. The 
bar .should exerl every influence and every ])ower that it 
possibly can over its clitmts, over its friends and associat('s 
throughout every community where its members live, 
giving lh(' cry of alarm, and urging the .su})i)orl of the whole 
community for the men who represent the law and the 
enforcement of it, for liberty and for jwoperty. 

This change to warlike conditions does not suj)ersede what 
we were talking about a year ago. It only illustrates the 
importance of it; it adds a thousand fold to the importance 
of it; it calls for an increase of power through association and 
organization that we were' seeking for last year and makes it a 
hundred times as pressing in its demand, a lumdred times as 
important in its result. 

And so let us go on with our effort to w<‘ld the l)ars of all the 
states and of all tlu' towns, not into tin* American Bar Asso- 
ciatioii, not into any state association, but into a federal 
union, not on paper, bill, by growth and association and 
cooperated action — a fedi'rated union of all the bars in all 
the states and all the towns: a federated union of all the 
liars which, in time, will produce by tlie naUiral processes of 
growth the American bar, tin* greatest power for liberty and 
juslici', for right and manhood, that this world has ever 
produced. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE AMEHIOAN RAR ASSOCIATION 
SEITEMRER i. 1917 

At the ai)niia] iiieoting of tlio American Bar Assoeial ion, lieJd at Saralo^ija Sprinf^H, 
New York, Septemlier 1--7, 1017, the first business Iransaeft'd was the unanimous 
adoption l»y a risintr vote of the following resolul ions, presented by Mr. iiool in 
behalf of liie Bxeeulive (’ommittee. In presenting the resolutions, Mr. Root said: 

1 ASK leave to submit to the Association a special and 
preliminary rt'port from the Kxeciilive Committee. Your 
committee feel that the essential character of the great con- 
flict upon which our country is now entering challenges the 
special attention and judgment of th(' bar abovi‘ all other 
classes or grou[)s of tlie community. It is ])Iain to tlie 
Uioughtful observi^r that at the bottom tlie world conflict is 
between two opjiosing principles of organization of civil 
society. It is Ix^tween the principle of government by 
divine right with the subordination of individual liberty to 
the force’s that maintain autocracy, and tlie principle of 
individual liberty, witfi the organization of government for 
tlie jireservation of that libiMiy upon tlu’ liasis of pojnilar 
authority. The conflict is the result of forces mightier tlian 
the will of any nation which in the jirovideiice of God ha^■<! 
lirought tliis peojile to the point where once again the^y are 
required to fight, at the sacrinee of comfort and ease and 
projierty and life, for the institutions that llie.y (*herish, for 
tiu' liberty they are d(dermiiu‘d to maintain, and for the 
justice which tliey ho[K‘ to hand down to their children. 
And your committee feel that at tlie outset of these jiroi’ced- 
ings the representatives of the American bar should speak 
ri’garding theii* attitude toward this conflict with no uncer- 
tain sound — should speak as men who have all their lives 
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been standing for justice and maintaining law and liberty. 
The committee have, therefore, instructed me to present the 
following resolutions and recommend their adoption by this 
Association : 

The American Bar Association declares its absolute 
and unqualified loyalty to the Government of the 
United States. 

We are convinced that the future freedom and security 
of our country depend upon the defeat of German 
military power in the j)resent war. 

We urge the most vigorous i)ossible prosecution of the 
war with all the strengtli of men and materials and 
money which tlie country can supply. 

We stand for tlie speedy dispat(*h of the American 
army, however raised, to tlie l)altl('-front in Europe, 
w^here the armed enemies of our country can be found 
and fought and wliere our own territory can be l)est 
defen(k‘d. 

We condemn all attempts in Congress and out of it to 
hinder and embarrass the Government of the United 
States in carrying on the war with vigor and etfec- 
tiveness. 

Under whatever cover of pacificism or technicality 
such attemj)ts are made, we deem them to be in s})irit 
j)ro-(jlerman and in effect giving aid and comfort to the 
enemy. 

We di'clare the foregoing to be overwhelmingly the 
sentiment of tlie American bar. 
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ADDRESS AT A WAR MASS MEETINCJ IN THE COLISEUM 
CHICAIiO, SERFEMBER 14, 1917 

T he declaration of war between the United States and 
Germany completely changed the relations of all the 
inhabitants of this c‘onntry to the subject of peace and war. 

Before the declaration everybody had a right to discuss in 
private and in public the question whether the United States 
sliould carry on war against Germany. Everybody had a 
right to argue that tJiere was no sufficient cause for war, that 
the consequences of war would be worse than the conse- 
quences of continued peace, that it would be wiser to submit 
lo the aggr(\ssions of Germany against American rights, that 
it would be better to have Germany succeed than to have the 
Allies succeed in the great ('onflicl. Everybody holding these 
views had a right by ex[>ressing them to seek to influence 
|)ublic opinion and to affect the action of the President and 
the Congress, to whom the [leople of the country b;>' their 
( 'onstitution have entrusted the power to determine wliether 
the United States shall or shall not make war. But the tpies- 
tion of peace or war has now been decided by the Presi- 
(hmt and Congress, the sole authorities which had the right 
to decide, the lawful authorities who rested under tlie duty to 
decide. ^Idie question no longer remains ojien. It has been 
deti^rmiiied, and the United States is at w^ar with Germany . 

The power to make such a decision is the most essential, 
vital, and momentous of all the powers of government. No 
nation can maintain its inde])endeiice or protect its citizens 
against o]>jiression or continue to be free, which does not vest 
the power to make that decision in some designated author- 
ity, or which does not recognize tlie special and iiiqjerative 
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duties of citizenship in time of war following upon such a 
decision lawfully made. One of the cardinal objects of the 
union which formed tliis nation was to create a lawful 
authority whose decision and action upon this momentous 
question should bind all the states and all the people of 
every state. 

The Constitution under which we have lived for a hundred 
and thirty years declares: "‘We, the people of the United 
States in order to . . . x)rovide for the common defense, pro- 
mote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this (x)n- 
stitution.” "JTie Const itution so ordained, vests in Congress 
t he power to declai'e war, to raise and support armies, to pro- 
vide and maintain a navy, and it vests in the President Ihe 
power to command the army and navy. I'he power in this 
instance was exercised not suddenly or rashly, but advisedly, 
after a long delay and discussion, and patience under pro- 
vocation, after repeated diplomatic warnings to Germany 
known to Ihe wliole country, after c'lejir notice l)y breach of 
diplomatic relations with (Jermany that Ihe question was 
immiiienl , after long opportunity for reflection and discussion 
following tliat iioli(*e, and after a formal and deliberate ])re- 
seiitation by tlu* President to (Jongress of the reasons for 
action, in an address whicli compelled I lie a ttention not of 
Congress alone, but of all Americans and of all the world, and 
which must forever stand as one of the great state jiapers of 
modern times. The decision wars made by overwhelming 
majorilies of both liouses of Congress. When such a decision 
lias lieen made, tlu^ duties and therefore tlu' rights — of 
all the people of the country immediately change. It 
bec‘omes tlieir duty to stop discussion ujion the question 
decided, and to act, to proceed immediately to do everything 
in their jiow er to enalile the government of their country to 
succeed in the war upon which the country has entered. 
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It is a fundamental necessity of government that it shall 
have the power to decide great questions of policy, and to act 
upon its decision. In order that there shall be action follow- 
ing a decision once made, the decision must be accej)ted. Dis- 
cussion upon the question must be deemed closed. A nation 
which declares wav and goes on discussing whether it ought 
to have declared war or not, is impotent, paralyzed, imbecile, 
and earns the contempt of mankind, and the certainty of 
humiliating defeat and subjection to foreign control. A 
democracy which cannot accept its own decisions made in 
accordance with its own laws, but must keep on endlessly 
discussing the questions already decided, has failed in the 
fundamental requirements of self-government; and, if the 
decision is to make war, the failure to exhibit ca[)acity for 
self-government by action will inevitably result in the loss of 
the right of self-government. Before the decision of a pro- 
posal to make war, men may range themselves upon one side 
or the other of the question; but, after tlie decision in favor 
of war, the country has ranged itself, and the only issue left 
for the individual citizen to decide is whether he is for or 
against his country. From that time on, arguments against 
tile war in which the country is engaged are enemy argu- 
ments. Their spirit is the spirit of rebellion against tlie 
government and laws of the ITniled States. Their effect is to 
hinder and lessen that po])ular sup])ort of the government in 
carrying on tlie war wliich is m^cessary to success, l^heir 
manifest ])urpose is to prevent action l)y continuing discus- 
sion. They encourage the enemy. Tliey tend to introduce 
delay and irresolution into our own councils. I'lie men who 
are today speaking and writing and ])rintiiig arguments 
against the war, ami against everything wliich is being done 
to carry on the war, are rendering more effective service to 
Germany than they ever could render in tlie field with arms 
in their hands. The purpose and eifect of what they are 
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doing is so plain that it is impossible to resist the conclusion 
that the greater part of them are at heart traitors to the 
United States, and are wilfully seeking to bring about the 
triumph of Germany and the humiliation and defeat of their 
own country. 

The same principles apply to the decision of numerous 
questions which arise in carrying on the war. Somebody 
must de*cide such questions before there can be action, and, 
when they are decided, the action can be only in accordance 
with the decision. You may be opposed to raising an army 
in one way, and I may be opposed to raising it in another 
way; and so long as the question is undecided, we are en- 
titled to try to get our owm views about it adopted; but we 
do not have the decision. The wdiole of the American people 
have elected a President and Congress to listen to your views 
and to mine, and then to decide the question. Wlien they 
have decided, and a law has been passed which provides for 
raising part of the army by voluntary enlistment and part of 
the army by conscription, it is plaiti that the only way in 
which we can raise an army and go on with the war is by 
accepting that decision, and following that law^; and any 
attempt to discourage volunteering or to oppose conscrii)tion 
is an atlempt to hinder and embarrass the Government of 
the United States in the conduct of the war, and to help 
(icrmany by preventing our (xovernrnent from raising armies 
to fight against her. 

Somebody has to decide where armies are to fight, whether 
our territory is to be defended by waiting here until we arc 
attacked, or by going out and attacking the enemy before* 
they get here, dlie power to make that decision and the 
duty to make it rest, under the Constitution of this country, 
with the President as commander-in-chief. Wlien the Presi- 
dent has decided that the best way to beat Germany is to 
send our troops to France and Belgium, that is the way the 
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war must be carried on, if at all. I think the decision was 
wise. Others may think it unwise. But when the decision 
has been made, what we think is immaterial. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with all the advice and all the wisdom he 
can command, has decided when and where the American 
army is i o move. The army must obey, and all loyal citizens 
of the country will do their utmost to make that movement a 
success. Anybody who seeks by argument or otherwise to 
stop the execution of tlie order sending troops to France and 
Belgium, is simj)ly trying to prevent the American Govern- 
ment from carrying on the war siK^cessfully. He is aiding the 
enemies of his country; and, if he understands what he is 
really doing, he is a traitor at heart. 

It is beyond doxibt that many of the professed pacifists, 
the op})onents of the war after the war has Ixeen entered upon, 
the men who are trying to stir up resistance to the draft, the 
men who are inciting strikes in the particular branches of 
production which are necessary for the supixly of arms and 
munitions of war, are intentionally seeking to aid Germany 
and to defeat the United States. As time goes on, and the 
character of these acts becomes more and more clearly mani- 
fest, all who continue to associate with them must come 
under the same condemnation as traitors to their country. 

There are doubth'ss some wlio do not understand wdiat this 
struggle really is. Some who wa^re born here resent inter- 
ference wu'th tlieir comfort and prosjxerity, and the demands 
for sacrifice wliudi seem to them uniu'cessary, and they fail to 
see that t he time lias come when, if Ameri(*ans are ! o kce]> the 
independence and liberty which Iheir fatluas won by suller- 
ing and sacrific.*e, they in their turn must figlit again for tlie 
frreservation of that independence and tliat libei’ty. There 
are some born abroad who have come to this land for a 
greater freedom and broader oi>portunities, and have sought 
and received the privilege of American citizenship, who are 
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swayed by dislike for some ally or by the sympathies of Ger- 
man kinship, and fail to see that the time has come for them 
to make good the obligations of their sworn oaths of naturali- 
zation. This is the oath that the api)licant for citizenship 
makes : 

That he will sii]iport the Constitution of the United States, anti that lie 
absolutely and entirely renounees and abjures all allegianee and fidelity to 
any foreign prinee, potentate, state, or sovereignty; . . . that he will sup- 
port and defend the Constitution and laws of tlie United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic, aiul bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same.’ 

All theise naturalized citizens who are taking part in this 
obstruction to our Government in the conduct of the war are 
false to their oaths, are forfeiting their rights of citizenship, 
are repudiating their honorable obligations, are requiting by 
evil the good that has been done them in the generous and 
unstinted hospitality with which the people of the United 
States have welcomed tliem to the liberty and the oppor- 
tunities of this free land. We must believe that in many 
cases this is done because of a failure to understand what tliis 
war really is. 

This is a war of defense. It is i)erfectly described in the 
words of the Goiistitution which established this nation: 
‘‘ To provide for the comiiion flefcnse,” and To secure tlie 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity."' The 
national defense demands not merely force, but intelligence. 
It requires foresight, eonsideration of tlie policies and pur- 
poses of other riatioiis, understanding of the inevitable or 
probable consequences of the acts of other nations, judgmenl 
as to the time when successful defense may be made, and 
when it will be too late, and prompt action before it is too 
late. By entering this war in April, the United States availed 
itself of the very last opportunity to defend itself against 

* 54 United States Statutes at Large, Part I, pp. 597--598, 
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subjection to German power before it was too late to defend 
itself successfully. 

For many years we have pursued our peaceful course of 
internal development, protected in a variety of ways. We 
have been protected by the law^ of nations to which all civi- 
lized governments have professed their allegiance. So long 
as we committed no injustice ourselves we could not be 
attacked without a violation of that law. We were {)rotected 
by a series of treaties under which all the principal nations of 
the earth agreed to respect our rights and to maintain friend- 
ship with us. We were protected by an extensive system of 
arbitration created by, or consequent upon, the peace confer- 
ences at The Hague, and under which all controversies aris- 
ing under the law and under treaties were to be settled 
peaceably, by arbitration and not by force. We were pro- 
tected by the broad expanse of ocean separating us from all 
great military i)owers, and by the bold assertion of the 
Monroe Doctrine, that if any of those powers undertook to 
overpass the ocean and establish itself upon these western 
continents, that action would be regarded as dangerous to the 
peace and safety of the United States, and would call upon 
us to act in our defense. We were protected by the fact t hat 
the jjolicy and the fleet of (ireat liritain were well known i,o 
sup})ort the Monroe Doctrine. We were protected by the 
delicate balance of power in Europe, which made it seem not, 
worth while for any power to engage in a conflict here at the 
risk of sulfering from its rivals there. 

All these protections were swe})t away by the war which 
began in Europe in 1914. The war w^as begun by the con- 
certed action of Gerinany and Austria, - the invasion of 
Servia by Austria on the east, and the invasion of Luxem- 
burg and Belgium by Germany on the w^est. Both inva- 
sions were in violation of the law of nations, and in violation 
of the faith of treaties. Everybody knew that Russia was 
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bound in good faith to come to the relief of Servia, that 
France was bound by treaty to come to the aid of Russia, 
that England was bound by treaty to come to the aid of 
Belgium, so that the invasion of those two small states was 
the beginning of a general European war. These acts which 
have drenched the world with blood were defended and justi- 
fied in the bold avowal of th(^ (ierman Government that the 
interests of the (ierman State were superior to the obligations 
of law and tlie faith of treaties; that no hiw or treaty was 
binding upon (Germany whicli it was for the interest of Ger- 
many to violate. All pretenst^ of obedience to the law of 
nations and of res|)t‘el for solemn promises was thrown off; 
and in lieu of that system of lawfvd and moral restraint upon 
power which Ghristia.n (‘ivilization lias been l)iiil(ling up for a 
(‘enlury, was reinstated the cynical philosophy of Frederick 
the (ireat, the grealest of the nohenzollerns, who declared: 

If f)ossihk\ tlu‘ powers of Europe* sliould t>e made f nvious agairisl one 
another, in order io give oeeasion for a coup wlnn tin* o})]>ortuniLy arist's.^ 

If a ruler is ol)!iged Io saerifiee liis own })t*rson for the w'(‘lfar(' of his sul>- 
jeets, })e is all tin* more (»l)liged Io sa<Tifie<‘ treaty engagenieiils, the eon- 
tiiiuaiiee of which would t)e liarmful to his < (>untry. Is it hellt^r that a 
iiatioii slioiiid pt'risli, or that a sovereign should l)r(*ak his treaty ? - 

Statesmauslii}) can lx* redu<*ed to thre^e ])rineiples; First, to mainUiin 

>our power, and, according to <*ireuinstaiiees, to i*xteiid it. S<?eon(l, to 
form an ailianee only for xoiir own advantage*. Third, to (X)nimand h‘ar 
and respect, ev(*n in the most disastrous times. ^ 

' Ocurrf'S dc f'rvdcrir Ic (rfdiid/yiW/ F.xposr du fiourrninni’nt J^russiev / Drs 
Principr.^ .s'ur If.'f/pjch il ro7iU\ arcc quclt/ucs r/'Jlt'xious poliliqur:^, Borlin: I84S, 
vol. p. 188 . 

^ lIi.\'U)lrr dc fnoTj Icmp.^, tfnne I, Avarit-propos, pp. xxvi -xxvii. Oeuvres dr 
FrSderie le Orund, roi de Prnsse {15erlin. 1H4(J S), loriu* II. 

Les Matinees Royates, on Carl de regner: Opuscule inedil de Frederic //, dU 
Le (irand. roi dr I^russe: Williams and ^T<»^gal(^ 18().‘g p. 29. This lilllo 

txK)k, eonsistirig of five of the so von MalinSes Roy ales, was edited by the Iat(' ]>.ord 
A<-ton from a eopy of the ririginal work at Sans Souei in by Baron dc 

Afenc'val, private secretary to NapoU*on. As regards the aulhentieity of the 
AfatinScs Roijales, see an article entitled “The ('onfessions of hrederiek the Great’ 
and a review of “ Bnfltrn: sa famille, ses eollaboraieiirs et. ses familiers”: Af cTJunres 
par M. Humbert- Baztle, xon serrOaire: mia en ordre, anrwiF'i et augment's de docu' 
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Do not be ashamed of making interested alliances from which yon your- 
self can derive the whole advantage. Do not make the foolish mistake of 
not breaking them when you believe your interests require it 

Above alK uphold the following maxim: - - To despoil your neighbors is 
to deprive them of the means of injuring you.* 

When he is about to conclude a treaty with some foreign power, if a 
sovereign rcmeinl)ers he is a Christian, he is lost.* 

From 1914 until the present, in a war waged with a revolt- 
ing barbarity unequalled since the conquests of Genghis 
Khan, Germany has violated every ride agreed upon by civi- 
lized nations in modern times to mitigate the barbarities of 
war or to protect the rights of non-combatants and neutrals. 
She had no grievance against Belgium except that Belgium 
stood upon her admitted rights and refusc'd to break tlie 
faith of her treaties by consenting that i he maitrality of her 
territory should be violated to give Germany an avenue for 
the attack ui)on France. The (ierman Kaiser has taken pos- 
session of the territory of Belgium and subjected her j^eople to 
the hard yoke of a brutal soldiery. He has extorted vast sums 
from her peaceful cities. Hi' has burned her towns, and bat- 
tered down her nol)le churches. He has stri[)ped the Belgian 
faclories of their machinery, and dej^rived tluan of the raw 
materials of manufacture. He has (‘arried away her work- 
men by tens of thousands into slavery, and her women into 
worse than slavery. He has slain peaceful non-combatants 
by the hundred, undeterred by the helplessness of age, of 
infancy, or of womanliood. He lias done tlie same in North- 
('rn France, in Poland, in Servia, in Rumania. In all of these 
countries women liave been outraged by the thousand, hy 
tens of thousands, and who ever heard of a German soldica* 
being punished for rape, or robbery, or murder ? These re- 
volting outrages upon fuimanity and law are not the castial 

rurnls inedits par Af. Henri Nadauli de Bujfon Renouard), Id the Home 

and Foreign Rctncw for 1863, pp. 152-171, 704-7] 1. 

* Ibkt, pp, 18-19. * Ibid., p. 7. 
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incidents of war; they are the results of a settled policy of 
frightfulness answering to the maxim of the Great Frederick 
to “ command respect through fear.” 

Why were these things done hy Germany ? The answer 
rests upon the accumulated evidence of German acts and 
German words so conclusive that no pretense can cover it, 
no sophistry can disguise it. The answer is, that this war was 
begun and tliese crimes against humanity were done because 
Germany was ])nrsning the hereditary i)olicy of the Ilohen- 
zollerns, and following the instincts of the arrogant mililary 
caste which rules Prussia, to grasp the over-lordship of the 
civilized world and establisli an empire in which slie should 
play the role of ancient Koine. They were done because 
Prussian militarism still pursues the policy of ])owcr through 
conquest, of aggrandizement through force and fear, wliich in 
little more than t wo centuries lias brought the puny Mark of 
Brandenburg witli its million and a half of jieople, to the con- 
tTol of a vast empire, — the greatest arnuMl force of the 
modern world. It now ai)pears beyond all possiliility of 
doubt, that this war was made by (iermany in pursuit of a 
long and sel l led purpose. For many years she had been pre- 
paring to do (wactly what slie has <lone, with a thoroughness, 
a perfection of plans, ,Mnd a vastness of provision in men, 
munitions and supplies, never before equalled or approached 
in luiman history. She brought on the war when she chose, 
because s1k‘ chose, in tlie lielief that she canild conquer the 
earth nation by nation. 

All nations are egotistical, all peofiles think most higlily of 
their own qualities, and regard other {leoples as inferior; but 
tlie egotism of tlu^ ruling class in Prussia is beyond all 
example, and it is aclive and aggressive. "I'hey believe tliat 
Germany is entitled to rule the world by virtue of her superi- 
ority in all those qualities which they include under the term 
Kuliur, and by reason of her power to comjiel submission by 
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the sword. That belief does not evaporate in theory. It is 
translated into action, and this war is the action which re- 
sults. This belief in national superiority and the right to 
assert it everywhere is a tradition from the Great Frederick. 
It has been instilled into the minds of the German people 
through all the universities and schools. It has lanm preached 
from her pulpits and taught by her philosophers and his- 
torians. It has been maintained by her government, and it 
will never cease to furnish the motive for the people of 
Prussia, so long as German pow er enables the military autoc- 
racy of Prussia to act upon it with success. 

Plainly, if the power of the German government is to con- 
tinue, America can no longer look for protection to the law of 
nations, or the faith of treaties, or the instincts of humanity, 
or the restraints of modern civilization. 

Plainly, also, if we had stayed out of the war, and Ger- 
many had w^on, there w ould no longer have been a balance of 
})owcr in Eurot>e, or a Pritish fleet to support the Monroe 
Doctrine and to protect x\merica. 

Does any one indulge in the foolish assumption that Ger- 
many would not tlien have extended her lust for power by 
curujiiest, to the American Gontinent ? T.et him consider 
what it is for wdiicli tlie nations of Europe liave been chiefly 
contending for c*enturies past. It lias lieen for colonies. It 
has been to bring tlie unoccujiied or wealdy-held s]iaces of 
the earth under their flags and their jioliticaJ c*ontroI, in order 
to increase their trade and their power. Sjiain, Holland, 
Portugal, Imgland, France, have all had their turn, and have 
covered the earth with their possessions. For thirty years 
Germany, the last coiner, has been jiressing forward wa‘lh 
h^verish activity the acquisition of stations for her |)ovver on 
every coast and every sea, restive and resentful becaiuse she 
has been obliged to take w hat others have left. Euroj)e, Asia, 
and Africa have been taken up. The Americas alone remain. 
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Here in the vast and undefended spaces of the New World, 
fraught with potential wealth incalculable, Germany could 
find her place in the sun/’ to use her Emperor’s phrase; 
Germany could find her liberty of national evolution/’ to 
use his phrase again. Every traditional policy, every in- 
stinct of predatory Prussia would urge her into this new 
field of aggrandizement. What would prevent ? The Mon- 
roe Doctrine ? Yes. But what is the Monroe Doctrine against 
a nation which resj)ects only force, unless it can be main- 
tained by force ? We already know how the German Govern- 
ment feels about the Monroe Doctrine. Bismarck declared 
it to be a piece of colossal impudence; and when President 
Roosevelt interfered to assert the doctrine for the protection 
of Venezuela, the present Kaiser declared that if he had 
then had a larger navy he would have taken America by 
tlie scruff of the neck. If we had stayed out of the war, and 
Germany had won, we should have had to defend the Mon- 
roe Doctrine by force, or abandon it; and if we abandoned it, 
there would have been a German naval base in the Caribbean 
commanding the Panama C'anal, depriving us of tliat strate- 
gic line which unites our eastern and western coasts, and 
depriving us of the protection which tlie expanse of ocean 
once gave. And an America unable or unwilling to j>rotect 
herself against the estaldishment of a German naval base 
in the (hiribbean would lie at the mercy of Germany, sub- 
ject to Germany’s orders. America’s independence would be 
gone unless she was ready to fight for it, and her security 
would thenceforth be, not the security of freedom, but only 
a security purchased by submission. 

But if America had stayed out of the war and Germany 
had won, could we have defended the Monroe Doctrine ? 
(’ould we have maintained our independence ? For an 
answer to lliis question, consider what we have been doing 
since the second of April last, when war was declared. Con- 
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gross has been in continuous session, passing with unpre- 
cedented rapi(iity laws containing grants of power and of 
money unexampled in our history. The executive estab- 
lishment has been straining every nerve to prepare for war. 
The ablest and strongest leaders of industrial activity have 
been called from all parts of the country to aid the Govern- 
ment. The people of the country have generously responded 
with noble loyalty and enthusiasm to the call for the surren- 
der of money and of customary riglits, and the supply of 
men, to the service of the country. Nearly half a year has 
passed, and still we are not ready to fight. I am not blaming 
the Government. It was inevitable. IVeparation for modern 
war cannot be made briefly or speedily. It requires tiriie, 
long periods of time; and the more peaceful and unprepared 
for war a democracy is, the longer is the time required. 

It would have required just as long for America to prepare 
for war if we had stayed out of this war, and (jcrmany had 
won, and we had undertaken then to defend the Monroe Doc- 
trine, or to defend our coasts when we liad lost the protection 
of the Monroe Doctrine. Month after month would have 
jaissed with no adec(uate army ready to fight, just as tliese 
rcc‘ent months have passed. But what w ould Germany have 
been doing to us in the meantime ? How long w^ould it have 
been before our aitcnipts at prepurniion woidd have Ixh'U 
stopped by German arms ? A country that is forced to defend 
itself against the aggression of a military autocracy, always 
prepared for war, must itself be prepared for w^ar beforehand, 
or it never w ill have the opportunity to prepare. 

The history, the character, the avowed principles of action, 
the manifest and undisguised purposes of the German autoc- 
racy, made it clear and certain that if America stayed out of 
the great war, and Germany W’^on, America w^ould fortliwitli 
be required to defend herself, and would be unable to defend 
herself against the same lust for conquest, the same will to 
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doniiiKite the world, which has made Europe a bloody 
shambles. 

When Germany did actually apply her principles of action 
lo us; when l)y the invasion of Belgium she had violated the 
solemn covenant she had made with us to observe the law of 
neutrality estal)lished for the protec*tion of peaceful states; 
when slie liad iu’i-ogantly demanded that American com- 
merce should surrender its lawful right of passage upon the 
high seas under ])enalty of destruetion; when she had sunk 
American ships and sent i o their death hundreds of American 
citizens, pc'aeeful men, women, and children, wdien the Gulf- 
light and the Falaba and the Persia and the Arabic and the 
Sussex and the lAisitania had been torpedoed w ithout warn- 
ing in eontemj)l of law and of liumanity; when the German 
Embassy at Wasln'ngton had l)een found to be tlie headquar- 
ters of a vast eonsi)iraey of eorruption within our country, 
inciting sedition and eon(*ealing infernal maeliines in the 
cargoes of our shi|)s, and blowing u|) our factories with the 
wandvinen laboring in them; and when the Government of 
Germany had Ix^en dis(*overed atlem})ting to incite Mexico 
and Japan lo form a leagiu^ witli her to attack us, and to bring 
about a dismemt)erincMt of our territory; tlien (he question 
]>rcscnted lo the American |)cople was not what shall be done 
regarding ca(*h of tlicsc spc<*itic aggressions taken by itself, 
but w hat shall be done by America to defend her (ommercc, 
her territory, her citizens, her indepeiideiu*e, her liberty, her 
life as a nation, against the continuance of assaults already 
begun l)y that mighty and eonseieneeless power which has 
swept aside e\a‘i;y restraint and every prineii)le of (Christian 
(‘ivilizalion, and is seeking to force upon a subjugated 
world the dark and cruel rule of a barbarous past. The ques - 
tion was, how^ shall ])eac‘eful and unj)repared and liberty- 
loving America save herself from subjection to the military 
power of Germany ? 
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There was but one possible answer. There was but one 
chance for rescue, and t hat was to act at once, while the other 
democracies of the world were still maintaining their liberty 
against the oppressor; to prepare at once while the armies 
and the navies of England and France and Italy and Russia 
and Rumania were holding down Germany so that she could 
not attack us while our pre|)aration was but luilf accom- 
j)lished, to strike while there were allies loving frec^dom like 
ours(^lves to strike with us, to do our share to f)revent the 
Cfcrman Kaisc^r from acquiring that domiiiiition over the 
Avorld whicli would have left us without friends to aid us, 
without prej)aratiou, and without the possil)ility of successful 
defense. 

The instinct of the American democTacy which led it to 
act whcTi it did, arose from a long-delayed and reluctant con- 
sciousness still vague and lialf-cxpressed, that this is no ordi- 
nary war which the world is waging. It is no contest for 
petty policies and i)rofits, II is a mighty and all-embracing 
struggle between two conflicling |)rin(*iples of human right 
and human dut,> . It is a. coTillict between tht‘ divine right of 
kings to govern mankiiul through armies and not)les, and the 
right of the ])eoples of tlie earth who toil and endure and 
;isj)ire, to govern lliemselves by law under justice, and in the 
freedom of individual manhood. It is tlu^ climax of the 
supreme struggle between autocra(*y and dernoci'acy. No 
nation cam stand aside and be frc'e from its elfecls. Idle two 
syslems cannot endure togetluT in the same world. If autoc 
racy triumphs, mililary power, lustful of dominion, supreme 
in strimgth, intolerant of hninan rights, holding itself above' 
th(' reaeb of law , suj)erior to morals, to faith, to (‘ompassion, 
will cTiish out the free democ‘rac‘ies of tlie wa)r]d. If autoc*- 
ra(*y is defeated and nations are com])elled to recognize the 
rule of law" and of morals, then and then only will democracy 
l)e safe. 
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To this great conflict for human rights and human liberty, 
America has committed herself. Inhere can be no backward 
step. There must be either humiliating and degrading sub- 
mission, or terrible defeat, or glorious victory. It was no 
human will that brought us to this pass. It was not the 
President. It was not Congress. It was not the press. It 
was not any political party. It was not any section or part of 
our people. It w\as the fact that in the providence of God the 
mighty forces that determine the destinies of mankind be- 
yond the control of human purpose, liave brought to us the 
time, the occasion, the necessity, that this peaceful people so 
long enjoying the blessings of liberty and justice for which 
I heir fathers fought and sacrificed, shall again gird themselves 
for conflict, <and with all the forces of manliood nurtured and 
strengthened by liberty, offer again the sacrifice of posses- 
sions and of life itself, that this nation may still be free, that 
tlie mission of American democracy shall not have failed, 
that the wmrld shall be free. 
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ADDUKSS AT A LI NCTIEf)N IN HONOR OF THE IMPERIAL 
JAPANESE MISSION, NEW YORK, OCrOIJER 1, 1917 

At a luncheon given at the Hankers* (*Jnh in New York ( 'ify, October 1, 1017 , by 
Messrs, (hitting. Raker, and Morgan, of tliat c*ii y, the toastmaster said that the 
distinguished guests were present to greet V iscount Ishii and Ins associates, and to 
express their feeling of amity tovvanl ttio great nation tiicN' rei)res<‘nted. were 

present to emphasize tht'ir desire to do everything prac-tical and fxis.sible to cement 
hrnd;^' and forever the fri<*,ndly relations between tJu* two great countries. Pic con- 
tinued; ‘'Tlie first s[)caker on the program, his history, achievements, his position, 
arc weli known. 1 }^a^'c tfie great honor of pre.st*nting America’s foremost citizen, 
the Iionora})Ie Pilihu Root.” 

Mr, Root spoke as follows: 

I AM under groat obligation to the hosts of this lunchc^on 
for giving in(‘ the opportunity to join in testifying to 
respect and adruiratioii and warnith of friendship for the 
gentl(‘inen who have come so far across the Pacific to extend 
to ns assurances of the friendship of the great and wonderful 
nation whicli lluw rejirtsseiit. 

I find mys(‘lf, w itliout any ai<l or suggestion on my part^ 
pnt down ujion the jirogram to s]>eak to the formal toast. 
Internal ional Friendshij).” lint ntalher the time, nor the 
character of sneh a meeting as this, would justify a long dis- 
eussion of that ratln'r broad suliject, W<' are in midst of a 
transition which is dccjily afrccting international frieiulsliif). 
We are passing out of one condition of inUTiiational relation 
Into another and widely-differing condition. We recall tlu‘ 
maxim (jf Frederick the Hrcat, that a ruler should never be 
ashamed to make an alliance which was entirely for his own 
advantage, and should never hesitate to break it when it 
ceased to be for his advantage. And the further maxim, that 
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it was the duty of a ruler, when he found that a treaty was no 
longer beneficial to his people, to break it; for, he said, “ Is 
it not better that a ruler should break his word than tliat his 
people should sulFer ? ” A fine altruistic view of a ruler’s 
duty, which regarded a treaty as being merely a matt(‘r 
between himself and another ruler, so that only his conscience 
was involved in the breaking of it and not at all the con- 
science of his people; so that if he would do that violence to 
his own nature which was involved in breaking a treaty for 
tlie beiK'fit of his people, it was a noble self-sacrifice. 

Now that illustrates the old condition of international 
relation. The relation was between rulers, between sover- 
<‘igns, not between the i)eoples; and the sovereigns wert' 
j)ur.suing their own settled policies — policies continued from 
generation to generation, always involving the possibility of 
aggrandizement, of increasing power, of increasing dominion; 
and the ])eople were not interested in the slightest. All tin; 
great wars that have* convulsed the world since tin* IV'ace of 
Westphalia have been, down to very recent days, wars in 
which some ruler was attemj)ting to incnaise his power and 
his dominion, and othi'r rulers were attempting to i)revent 
him from increasing it. Now, however, tin' business of 
for(*ign rdfairs is jiassing into tin' hands of democracies; and 
in Ihe hands of d<‘mocracies the old evil of dynastic [)olicies is 
disappearing; for democracies are incaj^able of maintaining 
or following the kind of policy which has involved tin' world 
in war so many, many times during the past centuries. A 
democ'racy cannot in its very nature jjursue such a {)o]icy. 
Ihe mere rn'cessity of di.scussion, })nl)lic discussion, in order 
to secure the apjwopriations, the expenditure of money, and 
the action of public representatives, the mere necessity for 
<liscussion, is destructive of such policies. 

But we are running into other difficulties. Democracies 
have their dangers, and they have their dangers in foreign 
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affairs; and those dangers arise from the fact that the great 
mass of people have not the time or the opportunity, or in 
most cases, the capacity to study and understand the intri- 
cate and complicated relations which exist necessarily 
between nations. And being so situated that they cannot 
study the relations, cannot become familiar with the vast 
mass of facts which they involve, cannot become familiar 
with the characters and {purposes of other nations, they are 
peculiarly open to misrepresentation and misimderstariding. 
The great danger to international relations with the democ- 
racies is misunderstanding, - — a misunderstanding of one’s 
own rights; a misunderstanding of one’s own duties, and of 
the rights and duties of other peoples. 

Now we are peculiarlj^ open to that danger in this country. 
We have been so isolated from otlKn’ nations that we have, 
in general, but very slender information r(‘garding tliem, and 
we are peculiarly liable to be misled. It is only a very few 
years since the people of the United States r('ally regarded 
the department of foreign relations as a {)erfectly useless 
bureau, and anil)assadors and ministers as of no practical 
value at all. You would get a very large degree of assent ten 
years ago to the i)roposition that we might better abolish the 
whole childisli folly, with all its fuss and feathers. Now we 
are passing out of that condition, and we are linding anti- 
dotes for that evil. This great war is teaching the people of 
every eoimtr3>% even the dulh\st and the most self-centered, 
that no nation can li\a‘ unto itself alone. It is teaching tlie 
interdei)c‘ndence of mankind; it is teaching the unity of 
civilization; it is teaching the singleness of purpose that goes 
with duty and love of humanity, and the idealism that })er- 
vades all noble natures, whatever the language be and what- 
ever the country be. In fact, more and more this w^ar grows 
to be a conflict — not betw^een nations, not l)et ween this, 
that, and the other people, but between certain principles of 
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modern civilization and the principles of a dark and dreadful 
past. 

There never has been in this country, so far as my obser- 
vation and reading go, any more dangerous and persistent 
inisrej)resentation regarding the relations, the purposes, the 
character of another country with which we liave relations, 
than in the case of th(' relations between the United States 
and Japan. I have not the slightest doubt that the misrep- 
resenlations and (he attempts to create bad feeling among 
tiu' people who have it all in their hands now, — the attempts 
to create bad feeding between the Uniteal States and Japan, 
have been very largely the" ivsiilt of a fixed and settled l)ur-* 
pose; and it is growing elay by day more i)lain that this pur- 
f)ose lias formed a part of the pe)licy of that great ruling caste 
of Germany which is attempting te> sulijugate the world 
today. It geies laick again to a maxim of the great Frederick, 
wlio advised his successors (hat it was wise to create jealousies 
among (he nations of Ihirope, in order (hat tliey might not 
l>e an aid to each olher when the opportimily (*aine for a 
coup. That policy has been pursued everywliere in the 
civilized world. While Ciermany has betai incapable of 
estimating (he great moral forces that move mankind; while 
she has lieen incayialile of forming a judgment as to what were 
the real tianper and spiri! of hhigland, of llic British coIoni("s, 
of the Anua’ican republic, of the l^'rench reyiiiblic, of tlu" 
Italian constitutional monar^diy, slie has had a chemical 
affinity for everytliing that is base in every country. She 
has apjieahMl to all the liaser fcidiiigs and condi(ions; she has 
appealed to cupidity; she has appealed to prejudice, and to 
all (he lower passions of men everywhere in the world. 
Wherever she could array evil against good; wherever she 
could destroy content and neighborliness and respect for 
law, .and the desire for the better things of life, there she has 
been working to subjugate. All the baser passions received 
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impetus, fuel, encouragement from her, and a part of her 
efiPort has been, I have no doubt whatever, to create estrange- 
ment, if possible, between the United States and Japan, 

Now I wish in the first place to express ray own most 
gratcdul appreciation of the fine and noble way in which the 
Viscount Ishii and his Mission, inspired and commissioned 
by the Government of Japan, have come to America to dispel 
all this cloud of misunderstanding and suspicion and doubt. 
The frank and sincere utterances of the Viscount are like 
rays of sun dispelling the cloud. There is very great virtue in 
speaking face to face. There is great virtue in letting in the 
light. There is a good quality in human nature which makes 
men like each other and trust each other the more, when they 
meet each other face to face; and I think it certain that the 
visit of this Mission to America begins a new era of under- 
standing and friendship between these two great nations that 
look at each other across the Pacific, which will revive 
memories of the days past, of those early years in which this 
great republic served its part in introducing the new Japan 
to the nations of the world. 

T wish to say one other thing. For many years I was very 
familiar with our own department of foreign affairs, and for 
some years I was specially concermal in its operation. 
During that time there were many difficult, perplexing, and 
doubtful questions to be discussed and settled between the 
United States and Japan. During that time the thoughtless 
or malicious section of the press was doing its worst. During 
that time the demagogue, seeking cheap reputation by stir- 
ring up the passions of the people to whom he appealed, was 
doing his worst. There were many incidents out of wljich 
quarrels and conflict might have arisen; and I hope you will 
all remember what I say of them: I say that during all that 
period there never was a moment when the Government of 
Japan was not frank, sincere, friendly, and most solicitous, 
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not to enlarge but to minimize and do away with all causes of 
controversy. No one who has any familiarity at all with life 
can be mistaken in a negotiation as to whether the one with 
whom he is negotiating is trying to prevent or trying to 
bring about a quarrel. That is a fundamental thing that you 
cannot be mistaken about. And there never was a more 
consistent and noble advocacy of peace, of international 
friendship, and of real good understanding, in the diplomacy 
of this world, than was exhibited by the representatives of 
Japan, both here and in Japan, during all these years in their 
relations to the United States. I wish for no better, no more 
frank and friendly intercourse between my country and any 
other country than the intercourse by which Japan in those 
years illustrated the best qualities of the new diplomacy 
between nations, as distinguished from the old diplomacy be- 
tween rulers. 

And in the most delightful recollection of those years, and 
most agreeable appreciation for what you have now done, I 
beg you, my dear Viscount, when you return to your home, 
that you will say to the Government and to the people of 
Japan: The people of America, who now hold their foreign 
atfairs in their hands, wish to be forever friends and 
brethren of the people of Japan. 
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The thirteen British colonies of America which joined in the declaration 
of independence on July 4, 1776, laid down certain principles wliieh were 
revolutionary tlien and now, and which will eiifziender revolutions until 
they shall triumph, not merely in tlie minds and hearts of men, but in tlie 
form of government and in tlie prac'tice of nations. 

The last people to confess its faith in the right to altiT or abolish a form 
of government which had become destrm'live of the ends for which it was 
formed, and to institute a new government “ as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their safety and happiness is the Russian people; and 
like the revolutionary statesmen of 1776, the revolutionary statesmen of 
Russia of 1917 have issued an appeal to tlie peojiles in accordance with 
“ a decent respect to the opinions of mankind.’' 

We do not know at present the liistory of tht‘ movement which resulletl 
in tlie abdic'ation of the Romanoffs and the substitution in tlicir jdace of a 
government “ of the peoph\ by the people, and for the peofilc.” We know’ 
that the leaders of thought in Russia liave jirayed, hav(‘ lived, have 
worked, have <lied for lietter things, and we who believe in l>etter things 
know’ tliat they have not wairked and diet] in vain. The immediate cause 
of the overthrow of the Romanoff dynasty st^tuns to have l>een tlie issue of 
two ukases susj)eiiding the sittings of the Duma anti the Count^l of the 
Empire; but behind these was the longing ft)r better things wdiieh took 
advantage of the condition }>roduced by the unwisdom of the Czar, just as 
it would liave taken advantage of a favorable turn of affairs at some future 
time. 

On Marcli lo, 1917, the Czar abdicated the lliroue, wdiich was in fact no 
longer his, in favtir of his brother. Grand Duke IVliehael, and the latter, 
( il her believing in the Aineric’an doclrine of the coiisiuit e>f the governed or 
not Cjiiite sure that tlie brother could j>ass title to wdiat he no longer })os- 
sessed, wauild apparently have none of it unless the peo])le would insist upon 
his accepting the throne. The follow ing is tlu* text of the Czar’s abdication: 

We, Nicholas II, by the Grace of God, ErnpiTor of all the Russias, 
Czar of Roland, and Grand Duke of Finland, etc., make known to all 
our faithful subjects; 

In the day of the great st ruggle against a fori'ign foe, wlio lias been 
striving for three years to enslave onr country, (iod lias wished to send 
to Russia new and ])ainful trial. Interior troubles threats n to have a 
fatal repercussion on the final outcome of the war. Tlie destinies of 
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Russia and the honor of our heroic army, the happiness of the people, 
and all tlie future of our dear Fatherland require that the war be 
prosec uted at all cost to a victorious end. The cruel enemy is making 
his last clTurt, and the moment is near when our A aliant army, in con- 
cert with those of our glorious Allies, will definitcdy chastise the foe. 

In these decisive days in the life of Russia we lielieve our people 
should liave the closest union and organization of all their forces for 
the realization of speedy victory. For this reason, in accord with the 
Duma of the Empire, we have considered it desirable to abdicate tlie 
throne of Russia and lay aside our suiireme power. 

Not wishing to lie separated from our loved son, we leave our 
heritage to our brother, the Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovitch, 
blessing liis advent to the throne of Russia. We hand over the 
Government to our brother in full union with the representatives of 
the nation who arc seated in the legislative chambers, taking this step 
witli an inviolable oath in the name of our well-beloved country. 

We call on all faithful sons of the Fatherland to fulfill their sacred 
patriotic duty in this painful moment of national trial and to aid our 
brother and tlie representatives of the nation in bringing Russia into 
the path of prosperity and glory. May God aid Russia. 

Tlie following is the text of the Grand Duke Michaers statement: 

This heavy responsibility lias come to me at the voluntary request 
of my brotluT, w ho has transferred the imperial throne to me during a 
period of warfare which is accompanied with unprecedented popular 
disturbances. 

Moved l)y the thought, which is in the minds of the entire people, 
that the good of the country is paramount, I have adopted the firm 
resolution to accept tlie supreme power only if this be the will of our 
great {lepple, who, by a plebiscite organized by their rc{)r<\sciitativcs 
ill a constituent assemlily, shall eslalilish a form of government and 
new fundamental laws for Llic Russian State. 

Consequently, invoking the benediction of our Lord, I urge all 
citizens of Russia to submit txi the Fro visional Government, estab- 
lished upon the initiative of the Duma and invested with full plenary 
jiowers, until such time, which will follow wuth as little delay as pos- 
sible, as the (.Auistitut.ent Assembly, on a basis of universal, direct, 
equal, and sec-rel suffrage, shall, by its decision as to the new form of 
government, express tlie will of the people. 

The following, omitting the names of the Cabinet, is the text of the 
appeal of the Executive Committee, a charter of liberty and of a nation s 
hope: 
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Citizens : The Executive Committee of the Duma, with the aid and 
support of the garrison of the capital and its inhabitants, has suc- 
ceeded in triumphing over the obnoxious fon'es of the old regime in 
such a manner that we are able to proceed to a more stable organiza- 
tion of the executive power, wdtii men wliose past political activity 
assures them the country’s confidence. 

[The names of the members of the new Government are then given 
and the appeal continues:] 

The new Cabinet will base its policy on the following principles: 

First — An immediate general amnesty for all political and 
religious offenses, inclucling terrorist acts and military and agrarian 
offenses. 

Second — Liberty of speech and of the press; freedom for alliances^ 
unions, and strikes, with the extension of these liberLics to military 
officials within tlje limits admitted by military re<iuirements. 

Third — Abolition of all social, religious, and national restrictions. 

Fourth — To proceed fx)rthwith to the pre|)aration and convocation 
of a constitutional assembly, based on ijiiiversal suffrage, which will 
establish a governmental regime. 

Fifth — The sul>stitution of the police b\' a national militia, with 
chiefs to be elected and resj)onsible to the Government. 

Sixth — Communal elections to be bast'd on univt'rsal suffrage. 

Seventh - The troops which partitipaietl in the revolutionary 
movement will not be disarmed, but will remain in Ft'trograd. 

Eighth — While maintaining strict military diseipline for trooi)s 
tm activT service, it is desirable to abrogate for soldiers all restrictions 
in the enjoyment of social rights accorded other t'itizens. 

The Provisional Government desires to add that it has no inten- 
tion to profit l)y the cireumstanees of the war to delay the realization 
of the measures reform above mentioned. 

On IMareli 22, 1917, the American ambassador to Russia, the ironoral>le 
Da\id R. Francis, formally recognized the Provisional Government on 
helialf of the Thiited States, in the follow^ing language: 

I have the honor as th(' aml)assador and represi'ntative of tlu' 
Government of the United States accredited to Russia, to state in 
accordance with instructions, that the Government of tlu' I iiitcd 
States lias recognized the ru'w Government of Russia, and 1, as 
aml)assador of the T'nitcd States, will be f>]cased to continue inter- 
course with Russia through the medium <d the new' Government. 
May .the cordial relations existing between the twm countries continue 
to obtain. May they prove mutually satisfactory and beneficial. 

Paul Milukoff, the Russian Foreign Minister, replied in llie following 
words: 
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Permit me, in the name of the Provisional Government, to answer 
the act of recognition hy the United States. You have been able to 
follow the events which have established the new order of affairs for 
free Russia. I have been more than once in your country, and can 
bear witness that the ideals wdiich are represented by the Provisional 
Government are the same as underlie the existeru'e of your own nation. 
I hope that this great change which has come to Russia will do much 
to bring us closer together than we have ever been before. During 
the last few flays I liave received many congratulations from promi- 
nent men in your country, assuring me that the public opinion of the 
United States is in syrniiathy with us. PcTinit me to thank you. 
W e are proufl to be first recognized by a nation whose ideals we 
cherish. 

On May 12, 1917, the Department of State thus announced the mem- 
bers of a Special Diplomatic Mission of the United States of America 
to Russia: 

Elihu Root, f)f N<‘w York, Ambassador Extraordinary, 

ChiARLEs R. Crane, of Illinois, ] 

John R. Mott, of New^ York, I 

Cyrus II. IMcCormtc’k, of Illinois, j Ministers 

Samuel R. Bertron, of New’ Yhirk, j Plenipotentiary. 

Jame8 Duncan, of Massacbuscdts, | 

(hiARLEs Edw’ahd Rus.sell, of New York, ) 

Major-General Hugh L. Scott, ] Ministers representing the 
Rear-Admiral James II. Glennon, / Army and Navy, 

President Wilson himself prcpari'd and transmitted to the Provisional 
Government of Russia the following address: 

In view of the apjiroaching visit of tlie AnuTican Mission to 
Russia to express the deep friendshij> of the Anuahvm people for the 
jieople of Russia, and to discuss the best and most |>ractical means of 
cooperation between tlie two peoples in carrying tlie iir(*scnt struggle 
for the freedom of all jieoples to a successful consummation, it seems 
opportune and a]>propriate that I sliould state again, in the light of 
this iKw parlnersliip, the olijects the United States has had in mind 
in enlering ihe war. Those objects have been very much becloud<d 
during tlie past few weeks by mistaken and misleading statcanents, 
and tlie issues at stake are too momentous, too trenumdous, loo 
significant for the whole Imman race, to permit any misinterpretations 
or misunderstandings, however slight, to remain uncorrected for a 
moment. 

The wuir has begun to go against Germany, and in their desperate 
desire to escape the inevitable ultimate defeat, those who ar(i in 
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authority in Germany are using every possible instrumentality, are 
making use even (jf the influence of groups and parties among their 
own subjects to wliom they have never been just or fair, or, even 
tolerant, to promote a propaganda on both sides of the sea which will 
i:>reserve for them their influence at home and their power abroad, to 
tlie undoing of the very men they are using. 

The position of America in this war is so clearly avowed that no 
man can be excused for mistaking it. Slie seeks no material profit or 
aggrandizement of any kind. Slie is fighting for no advantage or 
selfish object of her own, l)ut for the liberation of peoples everywhere 
from the aggressions of autocratic force. 

The ruling classes in Germany liave begun of late to profess a like 
liberality and justice of purpose, but only to preserve the power they 
have set up in Germany and the selfisli advantages which they have 
wrongly gained for tliemselves and their private i)rojects of power all 
the way from Berlin to Bagdad and beyond. (Government after 
Government has by their influeiKe, without open comiuest of its ter- 
ritory, been linked together in a net of intrigue directed against 
notfiing less than the peace anci liberty of the world. The meslies of 
that intrigue must he broken, but eannot be l>roken unless wrongs 
already done are undone; and adequate measures must be taken to 
prevent it from (?ver again being rewoven or repaired. 

Of course, the Imperial (lerman (iovernmeni and those whom it Is 
using for their own undoing are .seeking Lo obtain j)lc‘dges that the war 
will end in the restoration of th<^ .statws quo ante.. I t w^as the datus quo 
ante out of whieii this inicjniton.s war issued forth, the power of the 
Tm 3 )erial German Goveniment w'ithiji tlie Empire and its widespread 
domination and influence outside of tliat Emj)ire. Tiiat status must 
be alti^red in such fashion as to prevent any such hideous thing fr<)m 
ever haiq^ening again. 

We are fighting fur tlie lil>er1y, the self-government, and the 
iindictated devoloj)ment of all {>eoples, and every feature of the settle- 
ment that eoncludes this ^va^ must be conceived and executed for that 
piir{)Ose. AVrongs must first be righte^l, and (hen atlecpiate safeguards 
must be created to pri'vent their I icing commit ted again. We ought 
not to eonsifler remedies merely heeause they have a f)](‘asing and 
sonorous sound. Praertieal (juestions ( an be settled only by pra<‘ti(‘al 
means. Phrases wdll not aet'omplish the result. EfTeetivc readjust- 
ments will, and whatever readjustments are necessary must be 
made. 

But they must follow a principle, and that principle is plain. No 
people must be forced under sovereignty under whiclj it does not wish 
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to live. No territory must change hands except for the purpose of 
securing those wlio inliabit it a fair diarice of life and liberty. No 
indemnities riiiist bo insisted on except those that constitute payment 
for manifest wrongs done. No readjustments of power must be made 
except such as will tend to secure the future peace of the world and the 
future welfare and happiness of its peoples. 

And then the free peoples of the world must draw' together in some 
common covenant, some genuine and practical cooperation, that will 
in (dfcct combine tlieir force to secure peace and justice in the dealings 
of nations wdth one another. 

The brotherhood of mankind must no longer be a fair but empty 
phrase; it must be given a structure of force and reality. The nations 
must realize their common life and effect a workable partnersliip to 
secure tliat life against the aggressions of autocratii* and self -pleasing 
pow'er. 

For these things we can afford to pour out blood and treasure. For 
these are the things we have always professed to desire; and unless we 
pour out blood and treasure now and succeed, we may never be able 
to unite or show conquering force again in tlie great cause of human 
liberty. The day has come to conquer or sulunit. If the forces of 
autocracy can divide us they will overcome us; if we stand together 
vicior^^ is (‘ertain and the liberty which victory will secure. We can 
afford tlien to be generous, but we cannot afford tluai or now to be 
W'cak or omit any single guarantee of justice and security. 

On Juij(‘ bb tlie Mission arrived in Fetrograd. It left Fetrograd on its 
return July 9, sailing from Vladivostok July ^1, and during this interval 
Mr. Root delivered tlie addresses contained in this section of the jiresent 
volume, and members of the Mission delivered addresses wdiich, together 
with Mr. RooTs rejirinted from this volume, are published in separate 
form. The addresses Air. Root <Ieljv<*r(*d in tlie United States upon his 
return from the Riissiiin mission are likewise included in this volume and 
are among llie addresses (‘olleeted and issued in the separate reprint. 

On Ajiril R), 181 (i, tlie great Napoleon is reported hy De las Casas to 
have sjUfl, after referring to tlie perilous situation in wJiieh the contiiuuit of 
Kuroiie then was, that in tlie ])resent slate of things liefore one hundred 
years all Europe may be all Cossack or all republican."' Let us hope that, 
whether Cossa<*k or rcpul)li(*an, the new Fhjro])e will accept the principles 
of tlic Deelaratioii of liidependencc of tlie United States and make them 
realiti(\s. 

In selecting a chairman for the Russian Diplomatic Mission, rresidetil 
Wilson signilied the importance he attached to it, by naming Elihu Root, 
who as S(‘cretary of War, Secretary of State, and Senator of the United 
States has an international as well as a national reputation. 
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Mr. Root’s profound and sympathetic interest in the Russian revolu- 
tion liad been evidenced, prior to liis appointiiient, by letters addressed to 
officers of two public meetings held in New York City, to heartem en- 
courage, and acclaim the patriots who organized and piloted it. These 
letters apj>FopriateIy introduce the scries of addresses made by Mr. Root 
while in Russia, and since his return : 

Letter to Charees R. Flint, March 24, 1917 

I regret tliat I am prevented from attending the meeting to be held 
tomorrow evening by friends and sympatliizers with the Russian 
people. I agrt'e with your purpose. I look witli satisfaction and joy 
upon the establishment of free self-government in Russia. I liave 
confidence in the permanence of tlie new poj)ular government, as 
against all possible reactions, for two main reasons. 

The first reason is tlie admirable self-control which the leaders of 
the new government and their followers as well liave exhibited. That 
is tlie supreme test of a people's capacity for self-government. All 
men worthy the name arc brave. All men w^ortliy the name arc 
patriotic; but only those who can keep their lieaiis cool, restrain their 
jiassions, and love justice even while tliey strike, are fit for popular 
self-government. The people of Russia are answering nobly to that 
test; and while they continue in tlie same spirit — as I believe 
tliey will — their new government will l>e impregnable against all 
reactionary movements. 

The second ground for my confidence is that this wonderful change 
in Russia marches wdth and is part of the mighty and I believe irresis- 
tible movement of tbe whole world to substitute democrai'y for 
autocracy in human govcrnmcnl, and to liuild uf) tlie structure of 
justice and liberty, of right and duly and ser\ ice, from tlie liottorn 
instead of accepting them from human suiieriors. No earthly pow er 
can rev^erse or stop that movciiumi. It may appear to Vie delayed or 
hindered lierc and there, but it conlinually proceeds everywhere, 
nevertlielcss. No human [)ower can })ut Russia back where she wiis 
but a few weeks ago. Whatever comes of good or ill, the (rid ord(‘r 
cannot return. Russia must go on. She will go on, and the liopcs and 
prayers of all lib<.‘rty-lo\ iiig peoiile of America w ill go w itli tier. 

Let us rejoice that, this terrilile war, w liich the arrogant ambition 
of Prussian militarism has forced upon the world, has at last arra^yed 
against the lingering autocracies of Gennanyy Austria, and 4'urkcy 
the combined democracy of the world; that iiyKin one side tlie syiirit of 
the age maintains the principles of human liberty; that upon the 
other the spirit of tlie dark and cruel past strives fur th(‘ coiitiiiuanee 
of absolutism. The issue is not doubtful. \ little sooner or a little 
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later it is inevitable. The Hohenzollerns and the Hapsburgs will fall, 
and the mighty and universal forces of deiiKK^acy will prevail. 

Ah, if only the good people of Germany themselves might soon 
remember and breathe again the spirit of their earlier days — the 
spirit of '48, the spirit of the great pliiiosophers and poets and leaders 
who inspired the patriots of that time with a passion for liberty! 

Sincerely yours, 

Euhu Root. 

Letter to Augustus Thomas, Secretary of the Institute 
OF Arts and Letters, New York, April 17, 1917 

I am unfortunate in having to be away from New York on the 
so that I shall be unal)Ie to attend the meeting of the Institute that 
evening to join in greeting and congratulation to the writers and 
artists of Russia upon the great achievement to wdiich they have con- 
tributed so signally. They were the voice of Russia during the long 
years in which the Russian people were denied opportunity for politi- 
cal expression. Through them w’ere communicated the impulses of 
sympathy and hope vviiich made their people one witli all their 
fellow’s in other lands, who w’ere pressing on tlie development of 
democratic self-government and the extirpation of autocrats au<l 
dynasties. To these men whose vision and lofty courage liavt^ 
inspired tlie literature and art of modem Russia remains the task — 
even more critical and exac*ting — of giiidinf^ wisely their new free 
government. Tlie conduct of that government has been admirable 
in its wisdom and self-restraint. Yet, there w ill be trials. Turbulent 
and untrained spirits within, and .sinister and corrupt intrigue from 
without, will encourage dissension arn^l seek to destroy the new democ- 
racy by cj’cating tliose <Ji visions and controvxT.sies wdiich paraly ze 
power. Faint hearbs will lie <li.scou raged, and even the wisest will lie 
often in doubt; bill, the power of democracy will prevail. Russia will 
not divide or be led astray, because the unity ami stability of a for- 
ward-movir)g jiurpose will be hers. She will not fight her battle with 
licr own seif alone. She is one of a great company of free peoples w ho 
are giving th(‘ lie all over the world to the false dogmas of autocracy, 
arid are proving tlic capacity of humble men to rule themselves with 
self-control and justice and re.spect for law, and to maintain their 
freedom w ith the [lower of union and suliordination of self. Russia 
will not swing idly in an eddy, but wdJl move on wdth tlie worhl 
stream, impelled by that mighty and irresistible force which urges on 
the development of thought in our time to tlie destruction of all auto- 
cratic government and the creation of universal democracy. Happy 
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must be our brothers, the writers and artists of Russia, to have lived 
to see the light of this wonderful day, and to grasp this opportunity 
for service. 

I am sure the Institute of Arts and I>etters in sending to them mes- 
sages of cheer and hope will truly interpret the feeling of all America. 

With kinds regards', I am. 

Always faithfully yours, 

Elihij Root. 



ADDRESS TO THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
PETROGRAD, JUNE 1.5, 1917 


On June 15, 1917, the members of the Spet ial Diplomatic Mission of the United 
States to the Provisional (iovernrnent of Russia were presented to the president 
and ineinbtTS of the Provisional Oiuncil of Ministers at Petrograd, by the ambas- 
sador of the Unit(‘d Slates, the Honorable David R. Francis, who said: 

Thoroughly imlmed with the spirit of s<*rviee, these i\mericans have cheer- 
fully responded to the call of President Wilson, and are here to perform an 
importiint <iuty. I feel it a great liorior to jiresent this Special Diplomatic 
Mission of the United States to the Provisional (ioverninent of Russia. 

Permit me to introduce to the (’ouncil of Minist(‘rK the distinguished chair- 
man of the Mission, tiie Honorable Elihu Root, former Secretary of War, 
forrru*r Secretary of State, former Senator of the United States, always a true 
American. 

Mr. Root thereupon made the following address: 

T he Mission for which I have the honor to speak is 
charged by tlie Government and the people of the 
United States of America with a message to the Govern- 
ment and the people of Russia, 

The Mission comes from a democratic republic. Its mem- 
bers are commissioned and instructed by a president who 
holds liis high oflTice as chief executive of more than one 
hundred million free people, by virtue of a popular election 
in whicti more than eighteen million votes were freely cast 
and fairly counted, pursuant to law, by universal, equal, 
direct and secret suffrage. 

For one hundred and forty years our people have been 
struggling with the liard problems of self-government. With 
many shortcomings, many mistakes, many imperfections, 
we have still maintained order and respect for law, individual 
freedom, and national independence. 

Under the security of our own laws w’e have grown in 
strength and prosj^erity, but we value our freedom more than 
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wealth. We love liberty, and we cherish above all our pos- 
sessions the ideals for which our fathers fought and suffered 
and sacrificed, that America might be free. We believe in 
the competence and power of democracy, and in our heart of 
hearts abides a faith in the coming of a better world, in which 
the humble and oppressed in all lands may be lifted up by 
freedom to a heritage of justice and equal opportunity. 

The news of Russia’s new found freedom brought to 
America universal satisfaction and joy. From all the land, 
sympathy and hope went out towards the new sister in the 
circle of democracies; and this Mission is sent to express that 
feeling. The American democracy sends to the democracy 
of Russia, greeting, sympathy, friendship, brotherhood, and 
Godspeed. 

Distant America knows little of the special conditions of 
Russian life, which must give form to the government and to 
the laws which you are about to create. As we have devel- 
oped our institutions to serve the needs of our national char- 
acter and life, so we assume that you will develop your 
inslitutions to serve the needs of Russian character and life. 
As we look across the sea we distinguish no party and no 
class. We see great Russia as a wliole; as one mighty striv- 
ing and aspiring democracy. We know the self-control, the 
essential kindliness, tlie strong common-sensq, the courage 
and the noble idealism of Russian character. We have faith 
in you all. We pray for God’s blessings upon you all. We 
believe that you will solve your problems; that you will 
maintain your liberty, and that our two great nations will 
march side by side in the triumphant progress of democracy 
until the old order has everywhere passed away and the world 
is free. 

One fearful danger threatens the liberty of both nations. 
The armed forces of military autocracy are at the gates of 
Russia and of her allies. The triumph of German arms will 
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mean the death of liberty in Russia. No enemy is at the gates 
of America, but America has come to realize that the triumph 
of German arms means the death of liberty in the world; 
that we who love liberty and would keep it must fight for 
it, and fight now when the free democracies of the world 
may be strong in union, and not delay until they may be 
beaten down separately in succession. 

So America sends another message to Russia; that we are 
going to fight, and have already begun to fight, for your 
freedom equally with our own, and wc ask you to fight for 
our freedom equally with yours. We would make your cause 
ours, and our cause yours, and with common purpose and the 
mutual helpfulness of firm alliance, make sure the victory 
over our common foe. 

You will recognize your own sentiments and purposes in 
the words of President Wilson to the American Congress, 
when, on the second of April last, he advised the declaration 
of war against Germany. He said : 

We are accepting this challenge of hostile purpose because we know 
that in such a governnicnt [the German GovcninuTii], following such 
methods, wc* can iu*vcr have a friend; and that in the presence of its 
organized power, always lying in w^ait to liccomplish we know not what 
purpost*, t Iiere can be no assured security for tlie democTatic governments 
of the world. We are now about to ac‘cept tlie gage of battle with this 
natural foe to liberty and shall, if necessary, spend the whole force of the 
nation to elieck and nullify its pretensions and its power. We are glad, 
now that we see the facts with no veil of false pretense about them, to 
hglit thus for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its 
peoples, the German peoples included; for the rights of nations great and 
small and tlie privilege of nn*n everywhere to choose their way of life and 
of obedience. 'J'he world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace 
must be planted upon the tested foundations of political lilierty. We lun c 
no selfisli ends to serve. Wc desire no conquest, no flomiriion. We seek no 
indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices we 
shall freely make. We are but one of the champions of the rights of man- 
kind. Wc shall be satisfied when those rights have been made as secure as 
the faith and the freedom of nations can make them. 
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And you will see the feeling toward Russia with which 
America has entered the great war in another clause of the 
same address. 

President Wilson further said: 

Does not every American fe<‘l that assurance has been added to our 
]M'pe for the future peace of the w^orld by tJie wonderful and hearteniiij^ 
tilings tliat have; been happening witliin the last few wet'ks in Russia ? 
Russia was known by those who knew it best, to have iiecn always in fact 
democratic at lieart, in all the vital habits of her thought,, in all the inti- 
mate relationships of tier jieople that spoke their natural instinct, tludr 
habitual attitude towards life. Th(‘ autocracy that crowned the summit 
of her political structure, long as it had stood and terrilile as was the 
reality of its jiower, was not in fact Russian in origin, character, or pur- 
pose; and now it has been shaken off and the great generous Russian 
people liave been adiled in all tlieir i»ai majesty and might to the forc(*s 
tliat are fighting for freedom in tlie world, for justice, and for p(;aee. Here 
is a fit partner for a League of Honor. 

That j:)artnerslii[) of honor in the great struggle for htiman 
freedom, the oldest of the great democracies now seeks in 
fraternal union with the youngest. 

'rite practical and specific methods and possibilities of our 
allied cooperation, the members of the Mission would be 
glad to discuss with the members of the Government of 
iiussia. 


Reply of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of Foreign Affairs Tercstehenko replied to Mr. Root’s address in 
Fnglish, a.s follows: 

It is a great honor to me to have the pleasure of receiving 
tins Mission which is sent by the American pco{)le and 
tlieir President to freed Russia and to express tlie feelings 
of deej) sympathy which the Provisional Government, repre- 
senting the people of Russia, liave toward yonr country. 

Flic event of the great revolution which we have ac hieved, 
makes allies of the oldest and the newest republicys in the 
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world. Oxir revolution was based on the same wonderful 
words which first were exj)ressed in that memorable docu- 
ment in which the American people in 1776 declared their 
i n d ep en d en ce . 

Just as the American peoj)le then declared: 

We liold these truths to be self-evitlent, that all men are created equals 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
tliat among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That 
to secure these riglits, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes tlestructive of these ends, it is the Right of 
the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, lay- 
ing its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in sut h 
form as to them shall seem most likely to elTeet their Safety and Happi- 
ness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 
should not lie ('hanged for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 
exyiericiK'e hath shown, that mankind are more disposc'd to suffer, whih' 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselvc's by aliolishirig the forms to 
which they are accustonuxl. But when a long train of abuses and usurpa- 
tions, pursuing invariably the same Objcx't <‘vinces a d(‘sign to reduce them 
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off 
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. 

So the Riissiuii j)eopIe, which for cent uries liave been enslaved 
by a goveminent which was not that whicli the feeling of 
the nation wished or wanted, have so declared and shaken 
otF the f otters which bound them, and as the wind blows 
away the leaves in autumn so the government which has 
bound us for centuries has fallen, and nothing is left but tlie 
fix'e government of the [)eoj>le. 

So the Russian people now stand before the world con 
scions of iheir strength and astonished at the ease witli 
which that revolution happened, and the first days of our 
freedom indeed, brought surprise to us as well as to the rest 
of the world, but the day which brought the revolution was 
not only a day which brought freedom, for it brought us face 
to face with two enormous problems which now stand before 
the Russian people, and these problems are the creation of a 
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strong democratic force in the interior of Russia, and a fight 
with the common foe without, with that foe which is fighting 
you as well as us, and which is now the last form and last 
strength of autocracy; and it was with a feeling of gladness 
that we found you on the side of the Allies, and that after our 
revolution there w’^as no autocracy among those with whom 
w^e found ourselves fighting. We found with joy that in the 
high, lofty motives which have impelled your great republic 
to enter this conflict there is no strain of autocracy or spirit 
of conquest, and our free people shall be guided by those 
same high, lofty motives and jirinciples. 

And now let us stand together, for we pursue the same 
endeavor in the war and in the i>eaee which is to follow. We 
representatives of the Russian nation who have been j)laced 
at its head to lead the Russian nation through its hardships 
on its w^ay to freedom, following these principles w hieh have 
always brought a nation from complete slavery into complete 
freedom, are confident w^e shall find the way which will lead 
us side by side, not only the Russian peoi)les but its allies, 
along that way which will bring us to future happiness. 

The revolution of Russia is a moral factor which shows the 
will of the Russian people in its endeavor to secure liberty 
and justice, and these elements the Russian people show' and 
wash to show% not only in their internal affairs whicli we our- 
selves have to lead and in which we wish to be guided by 
these principles, but also in our international relations and in 
our international policies. 

This war, whicli w^as brought upon us three years ago and 
which the Russian revolution found wlien it entered tlie 
struggle of free nations, left but one door for us to enter, and 
by that door we have entered and w^e shall continue in that 
path. These Russian people strive to the end of militarism 
and to a durable peace which would exclude every violence 
from whatever side it may come and all imperialistic schemes, 
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whatever their form may be. The Russian people have no 
wish of conquest or dominion and are opposed to those ideas 
in others, and first of all they will not allow any of those 
imperialistic desires which our enemy has formed, manifest 
or liidden, to come to good in whatever sphere he may have 
planned them, political, financial, or economic. This con- 
stitutes the firm will or what Russia has to guard herself 
against. 

There is also a second great thought which was expressed 
by that memorable document by whicli the nation of the 
TJnit(i(l States and its people at the day of their independence 
declared their desires and wishes, and w'hich says that nations 
should have a right to show themselves the way they wish 
to go and to decide their own future, and this high princii)le 
the Russian people have accepted and consider that it must 
guide their politics; and they consider also that all nations, 
however small or great, have the right to decide what their 
future will be, and that no territory and no people can be 
transferred from one country to another without their con- 
sent. Human beings have the right to say for themselves 
what they shall do and whose subjects they shall become. 

I am happy to see you, and happy to say that there is no 
idea or factor of a moral or material kind to divide us or to 
prevent us from being hand in hand across the Pacific, 
These two great people, the free |)eople of Russia and the 
free people of America, the great people of the United States, 
the oUlest, strongest, and purest democracy, hand in hand 
will show the way that human happiness will take in the 
future. 

Allow me, therefore, to greet you, to welcome you in the 
name of my colleagues and of our government which repre- 
sents OUT people and to say how happy we are to see you 
here. 



ADDRESS BEFORE THE RUSSIAN AMERICAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, PETROGRAD 
JUNE 21 , 1917 


O N belialf of the Mission for which I have the honor to 
speak, and in behalf of our country on the other side of 
the world, I thank you sincerely and warmly for this hospi- 
table and sympathetic reception. It is very grateful to us to 
see upon this list of speakers the names of so many men dis- 
tinguished in the active life of great Russia. It is very 
encouraging to us to see represented here the Provisional 
Government of Russia and the officers of those local govern- 
ments, for the merit and perfection of which the Russian 
people have so long been kilown ihroughout the world, and 
the representatives of those great branches of finance and pro- 
duction and iissoeiated industries witliout which no modern 
civilization can exist. 

The Mission has no function to discharge in respect 
to industrial or commercial life. That was intentionally 
excluded from the sco})e of its dut^^. We came to Russia to 
bring assurances of the spiritual brotherhood of the two great 
democracies, and we came, moreover, to learn how we could 
best do our part as allies of the Russian democracy by 
material as well as spiritual aid, in the great fight for the 
freedom of both our nations. But we did not wish that any 
element of advantage for America, any project for profit to 
America, any lower or more material motive should find its 
I)Iace in the message that we bring to Russia. Yet, when the 
war is over and the world is by victory made safe for democ- 
racy, then, of course, as between brothers who liave fought 
together, mutual knowledge and confidence and friendship 
will lead to all those relations of industrial and commercial 
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life which make up the peaceful activities of the civilized 
world. 

It was not easy, my friends, for America to make up its 
mind to enter the war. America is a peaceful people. We 
love peace and we hate war. Far away from the conflict 
across the ocean, it took us long to realize the true meaning 
of this great w ar in which you havt^ been fighting, and it was 
not until w’^e had slowly, stei> by step, reached the firm con- 
clusion that our liberty was in danger with the lil^erty of the 
rest of tlie world, that we nerved ourselves to enter the 
conflict. 

We came to see that Germany had foresworn and repudi- 
ated every principle of modern civilization. We came to see 
that all thosQ rules for the conduct of war wdiich for centuries 
civilized men have been formulating and agreeing iij)on to 
make wair less terrible, every one of them w^as violated 
intentionally and systematically by Germany. We came to 
see that the priiici[)le of action of tlie military autocracy that 
rules Germany was based upon a repudiation of all moral 
obligations of states. We came to see that Germany had 
avowed tliat the faith of treaties wais nothing to her unless if 
was to her interest to keep them. We came to see that the 
law of nations was as naught, to Germany when it tlnvarted 
her purposes. We came to sec, finally, that the military 
power of (iermany had brought back into the world the 
princii)les of action of those dark and dreadful days of a bar- 
barous i>as( when there was no liberty in the w^orld, and that 
if mankind w as to be free it must put an end to this pow erful 
and ruthless enemy of freedom. And so, cheered and encour- 
aged by tlie freedom of Russia, to be henceforth our ally and 
our friend, we entered the war, and we are going to fight until 
the W'orld is made safe for democracy. For your democracy 
as well as ours. So that no arrogant, over-bearing, military 
caste shall push us off the sidewalk. 
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We are new to war. We have a small army. We cannot 
move at the beginning very raj)idly, but we have enrolled for 
military service ten million men, between the ages of twenty 
and thirty. We have first to train officers, and the few thou- 
sand officers of the regular army are now engaged in various 
camps over the country in training some forty thousand 
young men as officers. As soon as tliey are sufficiently 
trained we sliall call, and have ordered the call of five hun- 
dred thousand men to be trained by those officers. Then we 
sliall rej)eat the operation, training more officers and having 
them train more men, and go on so long as it is necessary lo 
win this war. We are mobilizing all tlie industries of the 
country. ("ongress has by law put under the control of 
the President over 250, GOO miles of American railroads. 
All the manufacturing establishments are put under the 
direction of the general government and required to manu- 
facture war materials, supplies, and inunitions at no greater 
[)rofit than is allowed l)y the governmeni as being fair and 
reasoiiidjle. The entire food production of flic country is 
put under the direction of a ^-liief of food control, and that 
chief is the gentleman who has had charge of the lielgiaji 
relief work during the past three years, Herbert ( ■. Il()o\’er. 
We have set all the shipyards in the country at work 
to l)uild ships by the thous;md to take tlie ])laee in the 
transj)ort of sup})lies of those vessels whi(‘h are destroyed 
by the German U-boats. In the meantime, we are sending 
a division to tlie lines in France and Belgium to figlit there 
as an advance guard of American soldiers, by the side of 
the soldiers of Belgium, France, England, and Russia, wlio 
are fighting there. In the meantime, our ships of war are 
already in European waters engaged in the crusade /igainsf 
the U-boats which are destroying the peaceful vessels of 
commerce that are carrying supplies to liusKsia and Eng- 
land and France and Italy. 
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We oflFer you no comradeship of ease, no grudging or 
stinted cooperation, but the assurance of action, action, 
action, until the time when the new democracy of Russia, 
crowned with the greatest achievement of history, may 
stand side by side with the old republic of the United States. 

Now indulge me while I say a word to my American 
friends here. It is not enough, my friends and brothers from 
America in Russia, it is not enough that our Government 
sends its message to Russia. It is not enough that the people 
of America look from the other side of the world with hope 
and courage to Russia. You Americans who are here in 
Russia represent your country. Your attitude towards the 
Russian democracy and your spirit will be interpreted as the 
spirit of democracy in America. Your fathers and mine did 
not win and maintain our liberty by pessimism. We won 
our liberty and we have maintained it for these centuries by 
confidence in the power of democracy, by faith in the 
peoi)le. We have maintained pe^ice and order and liberty by 
respect for law and by holding up the hands of the Govern- 
merit. Whether it was an establislied and settled govern- 
ment, or a provisional government, or a revolutionary 
government, that government which represents at the time 
the will of the ])eople for the maintenance of law and order 
and associated cffivrt in behalf of liberty and justice, that 
government your fathers and mine have always maintained. 
Upon your Americanism, upon your loyalty to your own 
country, do it now, here. Carry no faint hearts about the 
streets of Petrograd. Teach these people in Russia, who are 
new to the government of democracy, that you, who are old 
to it, have faith in it and they will gain added faith and 
loyalty and support for their government from your faith; 
and so you will be in harmony with the people you have left 
at home, who believe in Russia and have hope and courage 
for Russia and pray for Russia. 
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T he Mission for which I speak was sent to Russia to 
express the sympathy of the TTiiited States, of the entire 
democracy of the United States, for Ihe Russian people in 
their new found freedom, and their struggle to create and 
maintain orderly self-government. It is not in prosperity and 
ease that one’s sympathies go out to a friend, but in struggle, 
in conflict, when the hard tasks of life are to be accomplished. 
There is no phase or part of Russian life with which the 
people of America sympathize more dee[)ly than thc'y do with 
you in the work that you <ire now striving to accomplish. 
We can sympathize with it because we have been through it 
ourselves. We have made many mistakes, we still are imper- 
fect in our government, and we know how liard it is for a 
f)eople to govern themselves in accordance with the laws of 
justice and humanity. And we liave haxl more than one 
hundred and thirty years to accomplish our task, while you 
have Iiad but three months. 

It is not, Mr. President, that we see in the happenings in 
Russia since we came cause for criticism, but we marvel at 
the self-control, the kindliness of spirit, and the sound com- 
mon sense that the Russian i)eople have disx)layed. Believe 
me, we f(H^l that in the work tliat you <aie doing in these 
committees you are on the right |)ath towards an assured 
and permanent democracy. For i)oj>ular self-government 
must come not from above; not by Vine theories; not by 
formulas, but it must come from the willing particiiuition of 
all the people who govern themselves. That inde})endence 
of individual character which is cultivated and developed by 
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individual effort for the public good is the solid foundation 
for free government. It is the hope and prayer of the Ameri- 
can people that you may have full scope and opportunity to 
develop yourselves, your free government, in accordance 
with the needs of your character and your life in Russia. Il 
is a cause of joy to the democratic people of the United 
Stales if they can help to give to the Russian people the 
opi)ortunity to work out their own system of government in 
accordance with the genius of Russian character. It is a 
cause of joy to us if we can help to keep the new Russian 
democr.iey from being prevented, by the terrible military 
power of (iermany, from estal)lishing and developing their 
own free government. We have learned in free America 
tliat the system of government, the principles, the motives, 
and the methods of (Jerman military autocracy will be fatal 
to our liberty and fatal to yours; and we rejoice tlnit we can 
help to save both great democracies from that frightful 
danger. The government of Germany, the social system of 
Germany, the socialism of Germany, are all militaristic in 
their essential nature. They shall not find control in free 
America, and if we can help you to prevent their finding 
control in free Russia, we shall be happy in feeling that we 
have done something towards ])eri)etuating the ideals of our 
fathers who fought and sacrificed to make us free. 

I thank you for listening so kindly to me and for permitting 
me to come befon; you to speak. I will close by saying tlial 
the peoj)lc of America are all a working people; they work 
hard, early and late; they love liberly and they work for it; 
and their hearts go out to you who are working for the liberty 
and honor of your country, because they recognize you as 
brothers in a common cause. Long live Free Russia an<l 
Free America ! 



ADDRESS BEFORE THE MOSCOW DUMA, 

JUNE 1917 

I THANK you heartily in Ihe name of the Mission from 
iVmerica for your hos|)itable and flattering reception. I 
thank you for your kind references to the President of the 
United States and to that free denioeraey of America which 
we represent to the democracy of Russia. You say, Mr. 
Mayor, that Russia is ill and infirm. I have heard from 
many lips since reaching Russia expressions of anxiety and 
despondency for the fate of the new democracy, but 1 refuse 
to believe ihem. Russia is not infirm; Russia is young in 
her democrae;>% and with sincerity of [)uri)ose is groping to 
find the right way, that she may do the right thing. 

We in the United States of America, have faith in Russia, 
and as the representatives of our country, we carry wilh us 
that faith in Russia firm and unchanged. Let me tell you 
why we liave faith in you. First ; bec^ause we know that you 
have practiced the art of local self-government, llirougli such 
institutions as this Duma, with succk‘ss and fidelity to justice 
and with distinguished honor to your country. Tliat is the 
true basis of national self-government; jiractice in local self- 
government. And so, althougli you have lieen deprived of 
the opportunity foi* national self-governmemt, deprived of the 
opportunity to ap]>ly your ideas of democicitic free self- 
government in the nation as a whole, nevertheless you will 
find the way to expand your experience in local self-govei n- 
ment until it is adapted to the great task of guiding and 
governing the entire nation. You who have respecled your 
own customs and local laws, and by the force of your local 
public opinion have enforced them, will establish national 
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laws, and by the union of all the cities and sections of Russia 
in a universal public opinion, you will give respect to the law 
of the nation and will enforce it. l^hat is the true method 
of self-government; not to receive it from above by consti- 
tutions, however skillfully prepared; by theories, however 
brilliant; but to build it up from below by individual self- 
government; by habits of respect for law, and by a healthy 
public opinion. 

The second reason why we have confidence in your success 
is that we know the kindly heart of the Russian people, the 
common sense of the Russian people, the innate respect 
for the rights of others that dwells in the Russian people. 
The members of our Mission, sir, have frequently spoken to 
each other of the marvelous spectacle we have witnessed 
since we landed upon the shores of Russia several weeks ago, 
of this vast people practically without any enforeemeni of 
law, practically without: policemen to compel observance 
of the rights of others, yet in the main, with few exceptions, 
remaining peaceable, orderly, respecting each other’s rights, 
considerate of each other’s feelings and interests, and waiting 
only for the construction of a government under which tlieir 
extraordinary qualities of self-control can make a firm and 
perpetual structure of law and order. You will make mis- 
takes; you will have to retrace your steps here and there; 
you will find imperfections, but you will step by step go on 
to develop a structure of competent and successful free 
self-government. I speak wdth confidence because I know^ 
how^ many mistakes we have made in America during the one 
hundred and forty years through which w^e have been 
developing our free self-government; and to us who laiow 
how hard the task is, how many mistakes we have made, it 
is not a wonder that you have not made greater progress in 
the three months of your freedom, but it is a wonder that 
you have done so well. 
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A third reason why we have faith in you is because we 
know the capacity of the Russian character for self-sacrifice 
for an ideal. Many Russians have given up their lives in 
years past; many Russians have lingered in prison; many 
Russians have suffered hardship, in order that Russia might 
sometime be free; and we know it cannot be possible that 
Russians now are unwilling to make further sacrifices that 
Russia may remain free. Wc know that Russia cannot fail to 
value the prize that has been won at so high a price of suffer- 
ing and of death. We know you must love liberty. We know 
that Russia cannot be materialistic, wedded to ease and com- 
fort, indifferent to the higher good of her people, indifferent 
to the ideals of liberty which are to make over the world 
and lift up the poor and the oppressed wlio labor and suffer 
in many lands, to a heritage of opportunity and freedom. 
We know you cannot fail to love liberty when it has been 
l)Ought at sucli a i)rice as Russians have paid for it. We 
know tfiat hundreds of thousands of Russians have given 
up their lives fighting for the Czar, and we do not for a 
moment believe that Russians now will not be willing to 
risk their lives fighting for Russia and Russia’s freedom. 
That is the test of a people’s power to maintain liberty; 
that they are willing to make sacrifices for liberty. No 
people can have liberty without j)aying the y)rice. There is 
an old saying, “ eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 
More tliaii that, it is an eternal truth that constant struggle 
is tlie price of liberty. And we are sure that Russi^i will not 
give over the struggle until her liberty is secure. We know 
that in the Russian heart there are cherished ideals that 
are far above the material, gross, daily needs of life. We 
know" that Russia, free, wdth liigh ideals, witli courage un- 
surpassed, jealous of her liberty, will never begin the career 
of the new democracy by being false to the ideals of liberty 
in the world. 
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There is another and broader reason for our faith. It is a 
reason that has grown with our people in America from the 
days of their early struggles against cold, hunger, and 
savage foes; through all tho trials by which they have won 
and maintained their freedom; it is that we have faith in the 
triumpli and perpetuity of Russian freedom, because we have 
an abiding faith in the power of democracy. You are not 
alone. You do not walk alone upon the pathway of self- 
government, One of those great movements of the human 
mind that no man can control or measure is taking place 
throughout the whole world. The conception of government 
solely by command of a superior power is fading from the 
minds of men throughout the world; and the new conception 
of government l)y the will of the governed, imposing the 
limitations of justice and right conduct upon themselves, is 
taking its i)lace the world over. Yesterday was the day of 
emperors and kings; today is the day of the plain and 
humble man who works and endures. The progress of that 
majestic movement of mankind, that great development of 
civilization, cannot be turned back. It may be retarded 
here and there; it may be held for the moment by an obstacle 
here and an obstacle there; l)ut that irresistible progress of 
mankind cannot be turned back in Russia, in iVinerica, any- 
where on earth. It must and will proceed to work out its 
linal fruition. No man can measure the time or the place 
where that fruition shall be reached. You are not alone; 
your history in Russia during the last two months is but one 
chapter in tlie great history of the advance of the human race 
along the pathway to this higher civilization which comes 
with freedom and universal opportunity and enlightenment. 

The one obstacle that holds that progress for the moment, 
and only for the moment, is the sinister power of the mili- 
tary autocracy of Germany. That power which repudi- 
ates the faiths of treaties; that power which avows its 
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purpose to violate the laws of nations whenever it finds it 
to its interest to do so; that power which has erected among 
the peaceable people of the earth a vast military machine 
against which no unorganized iieaceable people can stand; 
that power which avows that no moral laws control the 
state, but that the morality which you and I acknowledge as 
(^)l)ligatory upon us in our relations to each other, has no con- 
trol of the state, and that the supposed interest of the state 
is superior to all moral law; that jicwer which has revived 
amid the civilization of the twentieth eenlury all the worst 
of a dreadful, barbaric past and has enthroned and is endeav- 
oring to enforce upon the world principles of conducl which, 
in cynical disregard of humanity and law and faith and moral- 
ity, w^hich in brutality and selfishness, have not been seen 
in this world since the fall of the Roman Empire. That 
power stands now as the one bulwark of the dark powers 
of tlie {)ast against the triumphant advance of the light of a 
better day for mankind. No peaceful democracy can live 
beside it. America feels in its heart that it cannot live in its 
peaceful security by the side of the German military autoc- 
racy, and be safe. America feels that the new freedom of 
Russia cannot live as a neighbor to* the military autocracy 
of Germany, because there is no middle ground between 
defense by military jiower, and subjection. Our faith in your 
working out a system of free self-government, adaj)ted to tlie 
conditions and the character and the genius of (he Russian 
people, is marred by but one doubt; and that is the doubt 
wliether you will be able to protect llu^ right to develoj) your 
own free government against the malign and sinister control 
of German autocracy. And it is because we know that your 
young liberty cannot live beside German power, and our own 
liberty cannot live beside German power, and freedom all 
over the world cannot live beside German power, that we 
have come to say to you that we have entered this war in the 
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service of freedom for you as well as for ourselves; to fight 
with you; to give our blood and treasure with you for the 
perpetuation of liberty in the world, Russian and American. 
We will stay with you to the end in that conflict, certain of its 
triumphant success; and we will stand with you, our old flag 
with its stars and stripes floating beside your new flag of 
Russian freedom, in the triumph of liberty over autocracy. 
Until that time comes, our labors, our blood, our treasure, 
our brotherly affection and our prayers are with you in your 
work. 



ADDRESS BEFORE THE WAR INDUSTRIES 
COMMITTEE AT MOSCOW, JUNE 23, 1917 


I T is a great pleasure for lue and for my associates in 
the Mission to be received by this Committee, because we 
have learned in America to iippreciate very highly the ex- 
traordinary work that you have already done in your country. 
I do not think that we have fully appreciated, however, 
the difficulties under which you have labored. A study 
of the conditions in Russia since our arrival reveals those 
difficulties to be far greater that) we had supf)osed. That 
increases our admiration for the courage, the persistenc'y, 
and the public spirit with which you have carried on the 
great work of the last thrc'c years. T ol^serve with some dis- 
tress tliat there are influences operating now, attempting to 
influence tlie industrial conditions in Russia, which would 
tend to destroy the success of your future efforts. Of course, 
if the revolution is now to proceed to the destruction of 
all industrial enterprise, that must end your work, and 
there are plainly some malign iilfluences wliich desire to 
aceoinj)lish tluit result. 1 have, however, the greatest con- 
fidence in the sincerity of purpose and the strong deter- 
iiunation of the Provisional Government at l\)trograd to 
combat and counteract t hese influences and to main l ain tlie 
industrial system of the country. It is so plainly indicated 
by the conditions that the way to maintain industrial idfi- 
ciency and C‘ontinue the work of your committee is to stand 
by and support the authority of the IVovisional (ioxerii- 
ment, that I cannot doubt that such support will be freely 
and continuously given. A very cheering incident -more 
t han an incident— a step in the progress of t he revolution, is 
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the action recently taken in Petrograd by the General Council 
of Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Delegates. I refer to the resolu- 
tion of that General Council of representatives from all 
Russia, welcoming the association and coojjeration of capi- 
tal and labor, of industrial enterprise and the proletariat. It 
may well be treated as the basis for the future development 
of your constitutional government. That resolution of that 
Council contrasts so sharply with the incitement of the 
sinister influences that are attempting to destroy the indus- 
trial life of Russia, that it may well be accepted as the authori- 
tative declaration of the people of Russia, so far as they have 
yet been able to secure a rei)resentative assembly, in favor of 
the reservation of industrial life and enterprise. 

Let me say a word about our work in America along your 
lines. Of course, we tire quite new to war in America. We 
have had only little wars, and the idea of a whole nation 
mobilizing its induslries for the support of a great army is 
quite new to us; but the people of the country are so thor- 
oughly convinced that it is necessary for I hem to defend 
their liberty, that they cannot remain free tind indepen- 
dent in the same world with a i^redominanl militaristic 
autocracy such as exists in Germany, that they are gladly 
yi(‘lding themselves to the constraint and sacrifices of the 
iie\v system. vv e have had a little ;irmy. It had been sup 
plied by ordinary purchases in the market, and by very 
few and small government manufacturing establishments. 
But now we hiive enrolled for military service len million 
men between the ages of twenty and thirty. We have the 
few officers of our regular army now engaged in training some 
forty or fifty thousand men for new officers for commissions 
in the larger army. We have ordered a corps of five hundred 
thousand men from those enrolled to come out just as soon as 
these forty to fifty thousand officers now being trained will 
be ready to train the men. In the meantime, we shall go on 
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training another set of officers to train another set of men, 
and we shall continue that as long as it is necessary. In the 
meantime we are sending an advance division to the line in 
France and Belgium, and our men-of-war are now in 
Pmropean waters chasing U-boats. 

Behind this provision we are mobilizing the industries of 
the country. All the railroads — I think over 250,000 miles 
— are put under the direction of the Government, — the 
first time in our history that this has ever been done. All 
the manufacturing establishments, makei's of munitions and 
supplies of all kinds, and of tlie raw materials from whicffi 
munitions and supplies are made, are ])ut under I lie direc- 
tion of the Government, and the Government is authorized 
lo require them to produce the necessary su{)i>lies at jirices 
vv hich sliall not yield any profit in excess of the profit fixed l)y 
I he President as fair and reasonable. The food produc- 
tion and dislribution are put under the direction of a new 
(lef)arlinent of food production and su|)[)ly, and for the 
direction of that we are utilizing the services of Mr. Hoover, 
who was at the head of the Belgian Relied*. In the ineaiitimc 
also, the Government is imtting itself directly behind and in 
support of the work of the Red Gross, which has hitluTto 
t)een sujiported solely by voluntary contrilmtions. Very 
great incTeases are being made in llie contributions for the 
support of the Young Meal’s Christian Association work, 
which has been so extensive on the FreTU*h line and on the 
British line in France and Belgium, and until [lie break with 
us, also on the Austrian line, and it has also begun on tlie^ 
Italian line. Sei that the services of that organization for llie 
entertainment, the comfort and the instruction eif tlic soldiers 
in their camiis and immediately behind their trenclies, may 
go forward on a larger scale than ever before. 

Our friends in England and France and Italy have been 
very kind to us in sending over in various commissions. 
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gentlemen who have had great experience in war industries 
ill their own countries; and we hope to profit by the mistakes 
which they tell us they have made and which I am told you 
have made; and profiting by these warnings, we are going 
to try not to withdraw from the industries of the country, 
for the purpose of the fighting-line, the men who are neces- 
sary to carry on the industries. So we are going to do our 
best and we are going to keep on doing it. I am happy to 
say that in the industrial situation in America, American 
labor is satisfied with the conditions, and its opportunity 
under the protection of law' to develop its increasing pros- 
perity by evolution. No part of our people have been more 
cheerful, loyal, and earnest in giving supjiort to this whole 
system botli of raising and maintaining an army and of 
industrial mobilization for its support, than the laboring men. 
We have the eight-hour law" under national statutes, but the 
labor people of America (dicerfully and with alacrity have 
assented to putting into the IVesident’s hands the right to 
suspend the operation of that eight-hour law and to call for 
labor during much longer hours and under more severe con- 
ditions, because of the immense public necessity of pressing 
forward the work in every direction. 

Mr. Duncan, one of our Mission, who is one of the vice- 
presidents of the American Federation of Labor, assents 
very heartily to the statement I have just made about the 
attitude of our lalioring people. I wish that the laboring 
men in Russia luighl, become fully acquainted with the way 
in which the laboring people in the United States, after long 
experience in maintaining their own rights, look at their 
relations to the Government and the need of the country at 
this time. 

Now I have talked to you too much about ourselves, but it 
is sometimes encouraging when one is at work very hard and 
very earnestly, to feel that there are others in sympathy. 
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engaged in similar work and pressing forward in the same 
direction, I have said so much, in order that you may feel 
that you have not merely the sympathy of rhetoric, but the 
sympathy of workers in the same cause. I want to have 
you feel that you are not alone, but that in America the good 
men, the loyal men, the men who really desire better things 
for their country, who wish that their people shall be free, 
are earnestly doing the same kind of work that you are 
doing for Russia. You have our most earnest sympathy for 
the future of your great undertakings, 

[There followed several addresses in Russian and in French, 
after which Mr. Root said] : 

Let me say a word regarding your references to the supply 
of locomotives and cars. The firjst thing this Mission did 
after its appointment and before leaving Washington, was to 
recommend to our (jovernment that it put itself behind the 
order which the Russian Government was then ready to 
place, for 500 locomotives and 10,000 freight cars, and that 
was done, the Government making a credit of $100,000,000 
and arranging witli the manufacturers to expedite the tilling 
of that order. There were already prior orders for 375 loco- 
motives and about 10,000 freight cars, whicli are now in pro- 
cess of being filled. I suppose the first installment has been 
delivered by this time; if not, it is no doubt upon the ocean, 
and the manufacturers are ready to go on with deliveries 
under the old order. 

The new order, which was made just before we left, for 500 
locomotives and 10,000 cars, wall come on right after thosc^ 
deliveries. It is th^e view of this Mission that that [process 
should be continued, our Government making credits and 
expediting manufacture for still further orders; but the 
limit of the possibility of suj)ply is not money, not capacity 
for production; it is shipping. The supply of locomotives 
is going on now and will continue to go on to the full extent 
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of the possibility of shipment across the ocean. We have 
begun to build ships in order to take the place of those 
destroyed by the submarine warfare. It takes time, as you 
know, to enlarge greatly manufacture in any industry, but 
we hope before very long to make very material additions to 
the shipping of the world, so that we expect to increase the 
supply of rolling stock for your railroads. 

I will add also that investigation has shown both to the 
American experts who were invited here and to their Rus- 
sian associates, in recent inquiries into railroad adminis- 
tration, that very great increase in efficiency of transportation 
can be brought about by some changes in organization. You 
can come very near doubling the efficiency of the rolling 
stock you have in this country now, and I hope that will 
be accomplished. 

Of course, when any industry, whether it be transportation, 
or manufacture or distribution, is organized for one set of 
conditions and then new and more onerous conditions must 
be dealt with, you have got to change your organization to 
meet the new conditions. 



ADDRESS BEFORE THE ZEMSTVO UNION, AT 
MOSCOW, JUNE 28, 1017 


I THANK you very inucli for permittiug the Mission from 
America, for wliich I have llie honor to speak, to visit you 
and to look into your faces, and to listen to the account 
of tlie great work in which you are engaged. We feel that 
here there is something more than oratory; there is service, 
and that is the real thing. Your work has not been unknown 
to us in America. One of the chief grounds for confidence in 
the newly formed revolutionary government was the presence 
at its head of Prince Lvoff, who so long and so ably tlire(*ted 
the affairs of your union. We feel that you are not merely 
engaged in the necessary worlc of supplying the Russian 
army, but that you are exhibiting to Ilie worhl the liighest 
evidence that Russia is a living force, worthy of freedom. For 
in these two respects you show that you are building up self- 
government upon solid foundations. Liberty is a natural 
riglit to which all men may iispire, but self-government is an 
art which must be acquired, liberty without the capacity 
for self-government is a fatal gift. Now, you base your work 
upon individual enterprise and local association organized 
and united for a natural pur|)ose. This is the way that self- 
government is built up so that it can endure. This is the way 
in which the self-government which reserves and maintains 
our liberty and justice in America was built up. 

People wonder how the old bureaucrac^y was cast off so 
easily and suddenly. I think I begin to see that it was because 
underneath that cover which sought to repress the Russian 
people, the Russian people were growing in capacity for free- 
dom. It is your work which is the true avenue and method 



MISSION TO RUSSIA 


l‘£4 

of tlie growth of the people. The other respect in which I say 
that your work is of the highest importance, and is the highest 
evidence of the fitness of Russia for freedom, is that without 
arguing or reasoning about it, you are illustrating the true 
principle necessary for the maintenance of freedom; and 
that principle is the princifile of service. One always loves 
another for whom he has to care. If a people are to love 
their country and be willing to maintain its freedom, they 
must serve tlieir country. I'he principle of free self-govern- 
ment is the principle not what I can get out of the coun- 
try, but what can I give to the country. The bureaucratic 
government which you have cast aside, was composed largely 
of men who only thought of what they could get out of the 
country. You have brought into the life of Russia a great 
service, people who are seeking to know what they can 
give to their country. And so I have abiding faith that the 
government which is being built upon such foundations, will 
accord with the character, the life and the genius of the Rus- 
sian people. I believe that you have not only been serving 
your soldiers at the front, but you have been laying founda- 
tions for your liberty — the liberty of the Russiiun people; the 
foundations upon which will be built the great structure of 
Russian liberty in the future, — that structure wlxich will 
stand for nianj’^ centuries to come. 

And so, we all feel honored and proud to meet you and to 
hail you as friends in the great work of liberty and justice 
the world over. If America can helj) you in your work tell 
us what to do and we shall be glad to do it; for while peoples 
are many, separated by oceans and continents, liberty is one, 
the laws of justice and humanity are one code the world over; 
and for tlie maintenance of these laws we should all struggle 
together, as brothers and sisters of humanity. 



ADDRESS AT THE MOSCOW PEOPLE’S BANK, 
MOSCOW, JUNE 23, 1917 

I THANK you very mucli in behalf of the whole Mission 
from the United States for your very kind and hospitable 
welcome. This institution has been the object of very great 
interest in the United States. We have long felt that our 
banking system was defective. We had banks which were 
adapted to commercial uses, affording opportunities for 
the commercial and manufacturing j)eople, and we had a 
great system of very strong and well conducted savings 
banks for the deposit of the savings of people of small means; 
but we had no agency through which the ordinary agricul- 
tural industry of the country could be accommodated. We 
have for a number of years felt that the proper ilevelopment 
of our agriculture was limited by the absence of some such 
institution. Accordingly we have studied your work and 
your institution, and we are full of admiration for it and for 
the Russian peoj)le who have been able to organize it and lo 
maintain it. We hope to learn from it, we are learning niucli 
from it in the effort we are now nialdng to establish agricul- 
tural loan banks throughout our country for the benefit of 
the agricultural producers of the country. It is a very great 
pleasure and honor for us to be received by you and to listen 
to these explanations of your institution, and we thank you 
sincerely. 

We join with you in the determination that the national 
system of development, of finance and industry, of the modes 
by which the people may develop their own prosperity, sliall 
not be taken away by Germany, either by force or by fraud. 
^\e feel with you that, unless resisted, the imposition of the 
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German control upon our country would result in having 
what may be a very efficient system but still German and 
not ours; and we feel sure that the result of such domination 
would be that we should become a subject nation to the 
Germiin power, and we do not mean that that shall ever 
happen ! 



ADDRESS AT THE MEETING OF THE BOURSE 
OF MOSCOW, JUNE 1917 

T he Mission from the United States, for which I speak, 
appreciates very liighly the hos})itaIity and the friendship 
with which you have received us here; and we thank you 
for being so good as to come iogether for the purpose of 
meeting us. 

This Mission has no concern with commerce or industry or 
profit. The instincts of the American democracy were that 
the vital point upon which all commerce, all industry, all 
profit in the future, and liberty itself depends, is the preven- 
tion of the domination of the military autocracy of Germany 
in the free and of necessity less completely organized democ- 
racies of the world. The function of this Mission was inten- 
tionally limited especially to alliance and cooperation in the 
conduct of the war against Germany. We wished that no 
one should be able to say or to think that this Mission had 
come here to secure advantage or profit for America in trade 
or in industry. To our minds the domination of Germany 
is like a gas attack. When that {)oison gas rolls over the 
country nobody can breathe except a German, and we pro- 
pose to join hands — to join hands with Russia — to destroy 
the machine that makes the gas. When that is done, when 
Russia has an opportunity freely to develop her system of 
government in accordance with the customs and genius 
of the Russian people, then will be laid the foundation for 
enterprise and industry, for great undertakings in the devel- 
opment of your vast natural wealth, and for the free inter- 
course of trade between you and the rest of the world, in 
which, we all hoj^e, mutual friendship and labor together in a 
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comnion cause will include the people of the United States of 
America. 

You are now experiencing the feeling of uncertainty. 
Certainty after all, is at the basis of your occupation. It is 
at the basis of all trade; at the basis of all financial develop- 
ment; at the basis of all successful enterprise. Certainty; 
certainty of protection by government and certainty of pro- 
tection against government. Various of the older countries 
have had various ways of securing that certainty. By cer- 
tainty, I mean that when money is invested in an enterprise, 
in a mine, in a farm, or in a manufactoiy, the people who are 
concerned in it, or who are invited to purchase an interest in 
it, may know that there is a government that will protect 
them in the exercise of the right to conduct that enterprise; 
and will not take it away as soon as it becomes profitable. 
Upon that the prosperity of every bourse in the world, 
and the prosperity of all enterprise for the development 
of all the wealth of all the countries in the world, 
depends; upon that security all these things must rest. In 
some old countries the natural conservatism of the people 
furnishes the security; that is so in England; it is so in 
France, and I judge that to some extent it is so in Russia. 
1 say to some extent, because you are so new to free govern- 
ment here, and there appear to be conflicting ideas in some 
quarters. In the United States, being a new country, and 
not having long-established customs of many centuries to 
furnish this security, we undertook to create it by putting 
into our written Constitution certain rules of conduct wdiich 
were binding upon the Government; that no man shall be 
deprived of his life, or liberty, or property except by due 
process of law ; that private property shall not be taken for 
public use without compensation; that no law shall be 
passed impairing the obligation of contracts, and other 
similar rules; and by this Constitution we limit the powers 
of all oflScers of government, so that they have no official 
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power to violate any of these rules. If any public officer 
underUikes to take away my property, or to prevent my just 
use of it, he is a trespasser, and I can i>rosecute him by law 
and make him pay damages or punish him for violation of 
my rights, and he is not protected by his official character. 
No public officer, no president or governor, or executive 
officer of any kind, no congress or legislature, or state 
or local body can overrule the judgments of the courts 
protecting all citizens in the possession of their private 
I)roperty and the exercise of their rights to use it. Accord- 
ingly, when the securities of any enterprise are offered 
for sale, in the American stock exchange, everybody knows 
that if he buys them he will get an interest in the property 
that cannot be taken away from him. dlie property may be 
good or bad, the enterprise may succeed or fail; the j^urcliaser 
takes those chances, but one chance he does not have to take; 
he runs no risk of tlie proi)erty being taken away from the 
corporation or association that proposes to carry it on, and 
no risk that that association wilt be prevented from working 
out the enterprise and securing its fruits. 

We shall look willi the greatest, interest, to the work of 
your coming Constituent C'onvention to see liow far you find 
it desirable, or find yourselves able to include guarantees and 
safeguards, against destroying tlie fundaiiKaital basis of enter- 
prise, upon which your pros})erity and the devel()])ment of 
the wealth of Russia must flei)en<l. And to that effort, and 
to all youi- efforts for the estal)hshnienl of a new and ade- 
quate political system, and for placing your industrial, and 
commercial system upon a sound and l)roader and mor(‘ 
secure foundation, for ensuring the political, industrial, and 
economic freedom of Russia, and for kee])ing out from con- 
trol over your lives, the domination, either military or politi- 
cal or financial, of the brutal and arrogant |)ower of (ierman\% 
the sympathy and good wishes and hearty cooperation of the 
people of the United Stales will ever be extended. 



ADDRESS AT A LUNCHEON GIVEN BY GENERAL 
BRUSITDFF AT GEN15R.AL STAFF HEAD- 
QUARTERS, “STAFKA,” JUNE 27. 1917 

On June "27, 1917, the Russian general, Alexis BrusilofT, gave a luncheon at 
general staff headquarters, in Mogileve, in honor of the American Diplomatic 
M ission. After the luncheon. General Briislloff welcomed the Mission in the 
following adilress: 

Air. AMUAysADOR, I am glad tliat I have the honor to welcome you as 
re}ircsentati\'e of our new great ally. 

Russia and America, — these are two worlds divided by oceans; but it is 
my wish that you who liave coiKjuered distances and have come as our dear and 
welcome guests shall gain the impression that your beautiful country is not 
distant, but close to Russia. Hiae, as across the ocean, you will find the .same 
banner bearing the same great device, — liberty, civil, social, political, and 
national. Ameri<*a, whiidi has long ago acquired the former, has now declared 
herself for the latter; as, without- the ind(.‘peudence and !ilK.Tty' of nations, all 
others are mere \ isions. Having just passed through i/hanges .such as history 
has seldom knou n, we are now d<*ef)ly .salisfi<*d, feeling that our glorious allies 
are streuglliened by a new and fiowcrful su])port - — tlie great transatlantic 
republic. Gontinuing the war with all (he powers at our disxiosal, wc shall 
figlit not only for our own eausi*, fortifying the liberty we have recently acquired, 
but at the same time — hand iu hand with ytm — we shall fight for liie right of 
all nations to shape their destinies in aeeordance witfi their own desires. 

With deej) fail h in our eoumion and just eause, allow" me, in tlie name of the 
Russian army , to welcome our gr<‘at demoerati<‘ ally and its gIorit)iis army% and 
also you gentlemen whom wc are glad to wcJeoine to our fraternal military 
circle. 

Response of Mr, Root 

I THANK you sincerely for your courteous and friendly 
greeting and for the kind things you have said about 
iny country. It is most encouraging for America, which 
has entered the great war to be the friend and ally of 
the new democracy of Russia, to Imow that in the war- 
fare in our common cause against the hateful autocracy 
of Germany, we will still have the advantage of your mili- 
tary genius, which the world esteems so well; and will still 
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have the benefit of that bulwark of liberty which the daunt- 
less courage and fortitude of the soldiers of Russia are able 
to maintain against the aggressions of military autocracy. 

We are peaceful people in America, but we have learned 
that we cannot continue a free people unless we prevent the 
supremacy of autocratic German power in the world. We 
have no hatred towards Germany, but we will not be sub- 
jugated by her, nor ruled by her. We have learned that her 
professions of friendship are false. For a long time, when we 
ol>jected to Germany’s murder of our innocent people', men 
and women and children, upon the high seas through her 
submarine warfare, Germany put us off with friendly words, 
and specious promises, and professions of desire to observe 
our interests. At last we learned by her own confession that 
she was but keeping us quiet in order that she might have 
[ime to build more submarine boats to murder our citizens 
more readily; just as Germany sends her troops to frater- 
nize with the kindly Russians upon your front, and while 
protesting friendship Ihere, she is at the same time murder- 
ing the Russian soldiers in German prison camps by cruel 
and inhumaiu treatment. 

We are glad that you know the truth regarding this foe of 
liberty and lionor; we are ghid that you know that no faith 
and no morality and no liumanity is to be found in the class 
that rules Germany; we are glad that you have learned, as 
we have learned, that if we are to maintain our liberty in 
Russia and in America, we must be able to make sacrifices 
for it, to fight for it, and if need be to die for it, in order that 
our beloved countries may liv(' in freedom and not be sub- 
jected to a foreign power. And as brothers in tliat cause, f he 
greatest that the world has ever seen; in behalf of the whole 
people of the United States, I give you the toast: To the 
indomitable Russian Army and to its heroic Command er-iii- 
Chief , to whom be honor and success and glory to the end ! 



ADDRESS AT A LUNCHEON GIVEN BY THE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
PETROGRAD, JULY 4, 1917 


I AM sure I speak not only for myself and the other mem- 
bers of the Diplomatic Mission from the United States, 
but also for the ambassador of the United States to Russia 
and these gentlemen who have come as im advisory commis- 
sion to endeavor to help in the transportation problems of 
Russia — I speak for them all in returning most hearty thanks 
both for the expressions which have been used today and for 
the substantial and real feeling we have found behind the 
expression. We have met in Russia everywhere the most 
kindly and hospitable rece[)tion. We have been met witli the 
utmost fr<aiikness and sincerity and helpfulness. Every- 
where in the government and among the many citizens of 
Russia with whom we li<ave been brought into contact this 
has been true. We are deejily grateful for all that you have 
done for us, and for the spirit you have exhibited; and we sludi 
go back to the United States to carry a report of all possible 
evidence of real friendship, real cooperation, real union, in a 
common spirit, between the two great democracies. 

As we of the Diplomatic Mission are about to depart from 
Russia upon the coming Monday, I wish to say that we leave 
Russia with cheerful hope and confidence for the successful 
accomplishment of the great task which the peo[)le of Russia 
have undertaken. We leave with renewed faith in your com- 
petency, in all branches of your government and in all sec- 
tions and grades of your people, to do the great work which 
you undertook when you dethroned your czar. And we base 
our confidence on substantial grounds — not upon patriotic 
words, not upon the expression, of theories; not ui>on noble 
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sentiments alone, but upon what we find in the character of 
the Russian people — upon the real and extraordinary prog- 
ress which the Russian people have made in organization 
under the most unfavorable circumstances — tlie organiza- 
tion of local self-government followed by the organization of 
local governments into great unions, with national scope and 
purpose, which have been so efficient in making possible a 
strong support of the Russian armies in the field during the 
war. And it is a knowledge of that great work which makes 
the presence of Prince Lvoff as president of the Provisional 
Government a source of satisfaction, and of confidence for 
the future. 

We base our opinion also upon the evidences of capacity 
for individual enterprise which we have found in Russia — 
the capacity lo inaugurate and carry on great enter[)rises by 
private initiative and independently of the government; and 
we base it still further upon the self-control, the essential 
kindliness, the tendency toward order and peaceful relations 
among the men in all Russian communities. These are the 
qualities which are the most essential for free government. 
All of those (qualities which have wrecked attem])ts at self- 
government in the past because [)assion became supreme, 
seem to be absent from Russian character, and those quali- 
ties which have made i)ermanent self-government by the 
people, seem to be in a high degree (leveloi)ed in Russian 
character. So we have faith in you. We sluill go back and 
carry a message of confidence in the future of Russia and a 
message of cheei* to our country, because we have no idea of 
a fleeting friendship, but a certainty of a peiananent and per- 
sistent and effective ally in Russia, in the great war upon 
wffiich we have so reccmtly entered. 

You so very kindly referred to tlie day wdiich the people of 
the TTnited States all celebrate. That day was marked l)y 
the American Declaration of Independence which framed the 
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issue in what was really civil war between two groups of the 
people of Great Britain. With nijiny adherents upon both 
sides in the American colonies and in England, that war 
completely established not merely for the American colonies 
but for Great Britain, upon a broader and surer foundation, 
the principles of English freedom; and Sir George Buchanan 
and I look with kindly eyes at one another across this 
table, enjoying the inheritance of that same great principle of 
individual freedom hich triumphed in what we know as the 
American Revolution. That principle is at stake again in 
the world today. Because it is at stake again, the grand- 
cliildren and great grandchildren of those who fought in the 
American Revolution are joining hands with each other for a 
new struggle to enthrone the princii)]e of individual liberty 
and to cast down the principle of the divine right of one 
man to keep a j:)eople in servitude. The two principles can- 
not live together. The Declaration of Independence which 
Jiiarks this day sets u|) the principle of freedom in these 
words : 

That all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among tliese are Tafe, liiberty and 
the pursuit of IJapfhnt'SS. That to secure tliese rigliLs, Go\'ernments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from tlie consent of the 
governed. 

That is the principle of democracy. That is oj)posed to the 
existence of a divine riglit to govern others. Governments 
are instituted to secure the unalienable rights of all men and 
of every man. The other principle — the principle of autoc- 
racy is diametrically and eternally opposed to the principh" 
of democracy. The two principles cannot live together. The 
conflict between them is inevitable and eternal. One or the 
other must conquer. We must be either all free or all slaves; 
and it is in defense of that great and necessary principle of 
human liberty that the people of the United States abandon 
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their security, with no enemy at their doors, with no one 
inflicting injury upon their smiling fields nor on their rich 
towns. It is in support of that principle necessary to human 
liberty that the people of the United States come to fight, to 
shed their blood and their treasure in the war which they hate 
as a peace-loving people, in order that our children may all 
live in peace and in justice and that the hateful principle 
of evil that has come down from a dark and cruel past may no 
longer oppress the eartli, but may pass away and the new 
order of things may come. No one can tell what the issue of 
todhy or tomorrow may be! No one can tell what sacrifice 
and suffering stand between, but the ultimate supremacy of 
the principle of human freedom is as certain its the sunrise 
tomorrow. It cannot be turned back. It may be retarded 
liere or there for the moment, but with the great movement 
of the human race, the conception of a sovereign power as 
necessary to the maintenance of order, is passing away, and 
the concei)tion of great free peoples governing and main- 
taining order by the laws that they im])ose upon themselves 
is taking its place; and the majestic progress of an enlight- 
ened world will go on and on to the necessary result of a 
triumphant democracy the w^orld over. 

God grant, my friends and all of our allies, that the day 
may come quickly and that the suffering and death — the 
agony — may soon end; but however long it may be, we 
must not permit human freedom to end — it is better to die 
than to be slaves. 



ADDRESS AT A LUNCHEON OF THE AMERICAN 
CLUB, PETROGRAD, JULY 6, 1917 

I NEED not tell you, who have been so long away from 
your liome, in a far distant land, how it warms the hearts 
of the members of this Diplomatic Mission to find them- 
selves once more in the atmosphere of America and Ameri- 
canism, and to hear the familiar intonations and sounds of 
that best of English which you have been speaking. 

T think all of us received many messages from many 
fi'iends to many of you, delivered almost daily in conversa- 
tion, give my kind regards to so and so’’; ‘"remember 
mo to so and so”; “I hope you will meet so and so; he is 
a good fellow; a good American; knows wliat he is about 
or “ he can tell you much about Russia ”; too many to be 
delivered individually, but we combine all of these messages 
of friendship and old acquaintance in one message from 
America to you Americans, and the message is : that America 
is awake; awake to her old traditions; to her old ideals; 
there has come back to your country the spirit of the earlier 
days, and you need have no fear that you in this distant 
land will have to blush for your country. 

You know what has been done; you know of the enroll- 
ment of ten million of the young men of America for military 
service; on know that forty thousand and more are l>eing 
trained now in fourteen different camps throughout the 
country by the few officers of our regular army, to serve as 
officers in the greater American army of the near future; 
that five hundred thousand of the men enrolled are to be 
called up within a few weeks to be trained by tfiese officers, 
who are now receiving their training, and that then the pro- 
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cess is to be repeated; more officers are then to be trained 
and when they are ready another five hundred thousand men 
are to be called up; that that process is to be repeated as 
often as it is necessary; you know that our ships are already 
in European waters acting in concert with the navies of our 
allies and protecting the ships of commerce upon the seas 
against the submarine attacks; you know that already 
engineer regiments are in France aiding in the preparation of 
the w^ays of communication, the railroads for the carrying of 
supplies from the bases to the front of the French and Eng- 
lish lines; you know that General Pershing is already there 
making the arrangements for the bases and the lines of com- 
munication for the service of the advanced division which is 
to take its place under the Stars and Stripes in that line of 
terrific conflict ; and you know that already the efficient men 
in every branch of commerce, of indusl ry, of transportation, 
of manufacture, of production of all kinds, have been called 
to Washington and are directing in concert with the Govern- 
ment, the mobilization and massing of the entire industrial 
capacity of our country behind the army which is in course 
of formation. Never before has there been such unity of the 
brain, the feeling, and the detennination of the American 
people as is exhibited now in our own country. You are far 
away from the scene of that great action. It is impossible 
for you to play a part in that; but you can yet serve your 
country, serve it most elfeclively and most beneficially. 

Let me tell you that this DiplomatiQ Mission is returning 
full of admiration for what it has found in the character and 
the conduct of the Russian people. Many things go wrong; 
many things are done, which upon the surface appear to 
justify criticism; but I beg you to remember how many 
things in our own Government go wrong and apjiear to 
justify criticism. That is one of the essential, the necessary 
characteristics of a democracy in which individual freedom 
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is preserved, and is not sacrificed to that intense discipline 
which destroys self-government. I think it is wonderful 
that the Russian people have preserved the peace and order 
that reigns here in Russia. We hear of a disturbance in this 
place, in that place, in another place, but this is a vast empire 
which covers a sixth of the habitable globe, with a hundred 
and eiglity million people, and when you withdraw your 
attention from some specific act of disorder, and consider how 
small a i)art incidents of that description play in the great 
life of a people, you must realize that as a whole, the self- 
control and consideration for right, for justice, for the 
rights of others, displayed in Russia during these past few 
months constitutes one of the wonders of the world. Search- 
ing for the reason, inquiring why it is that this city of Petro- 
grad is so peaceful and orderly that a woman at any time of 
the day or night may pass through the streets with safety 
and without fear of molestation; why it is that all over this 
land order is preserved wi! hout tlie compulsion of law or the 
force of the policeman, under circums lances which we know 
very well would have developed widespread disorder iind 
violence in our own country, I find it in certain essential and 
inherent qualities of Russian character: — the quality of 
kindly consideration for others; the capacity for united 
action, for systematic cooperation, for the attainment of 
specific ends; the capacity for organization in local self- 
government; and in the capacity for the organization of the 
agencies of local self-government into greater organizations 
with a national scope and purpose. These qualities furnish 
the test for the capacity of a people to govern itself. That is 
the question; not little surface matters; not little peanut 
politics (I do not know^ that Mr. Rodzianko will know what 
I mean by peanut politics, but you Americans know what 
peanut politics are). The question of whether a nation is to 
maintain its freedom depends upon the character of the 
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people, and if you want to know whether a people has hope 
for the future in self-government find out its character. 
There is no more fatal gift than the gift of freedom to a 
nation that is not ready for it, and there is nothing more 
certain than that a nation which is ready for freedom will 
maintain its freedom when it gels it. 

Now I have said you can serve your country here. You 
can serve it by being true to the spirit of the American 
democracy here. How did we win and how have we main- 
tained our liberty with peace and order ? Not by our pros- 
perity; not by amassing wealth; not by building palaces; 
not by our two hundred and fifty thousand miles of railroad; 
we have maint.ained it by liaving stout hearts; by having 
faith in democracy; in the competency and power of the 
American democracy to meet the demands upon it and to 
solve its problems and to win its fights. It Wiis so that our 
republic was built. Our fathers suffered, and endured, and 
sacrificed, and in the darkest days their hearts never failed. 
We have seen darker times tlian Russia sees now. We have 
Kseen times when the American dollar was worth less in pro- 
portion to gold than tlie Russian rouble is worth now; we 
liave seen times when American finance seemed more desper- 
iite than Russian fimince is today; we have seen the lime 
when dissension, disorder, and controversy among our peo[)le 
seemed to be more bitter than any dissension or controversy 
among the Russian people seem to be now. You can serve 
your country by representing in every office and every home 
in Petrograd and in Russia to which an American comes, 
that spirit of American democracy liere in Russia. Make it 
plain to all; carry the light of triumphant, and courageous 
and unflincjiing democracy, and faith in the capacity of a 
free people to maintain their freedom in every part. This 
great war has reached a point where the question of victory 
or defeat is not so much a question of military preparation; 



140 


MISSION TO RUSSIA 


is not so much a question of numbers of men, or of guns, as 
it is a question of who have the stoutest hearts; who will 
faint first; who will give up first; who will lose faith first. 

You can help our friends and allies in Russia by being 
— you one hundred Americans here — each one, the center 
of influence more potent than high explosives; of influ- 
ence making for courage, and hope, and intri^pidity, and 
undying persistency in the maintenance of freedom against 
the (Jerman autocracy. You can help to put courage into 
all Russia; help to cheer the despondent; help to maintain 
this government which is now carrying Russia through the 
doubtful and difficult period before the Constituent Assembly 
shall have established a permanent government and the 
people begin to make laws for themselves. This is the mis- 
sion of all of you ; more important than that of this Diplo- 
matic Mission which has come from America, You are all of 
you envoys of your country, and you can help to maintain this 
great alliance and support the armies of your own country 
ivhen they get into the field, by the power of your faith, which 
can move mountains, exhibited in your own proper persons, 
in your intercourse with your associates and your friends in 
Russia. More than that, by your faith and its manifesta- 
tions, by your appreciation of the qualities that make for 
self-government in Russia, by your faith in the Russian 
democracy, you can illustrate and bring honor to your people 
and to the spirit of the American democracy. You can make it 
known throughout this great country that in America, Amer- 
icans believe in the competency of the peojile to rule; believe 
in the competency of the Russian people to rule themselves 
and to maintain their freedom. You can liave it understood 
in Russia that the motive which most moves America is not 
the success of your own business, is not the making of money, 
the promotion of commerce, but that it is loyalty, not only 
throughout America, but in Russia, and the whole world, to 
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the high ideals of our fathers, the high ideals of the American 
Republic, for the lifting up of the great mass of toiling and 
enduring men throughout the world to freedom and oppor- 
tunity and peace and justice. Then, indeed, America will be 
honored and beloved here and everywhere in the civilized 
world. 



ADDRESS AT A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
LIQUIDATION OF THE AFFAIRS OF POLAND 
PETROGRAD, JULY 7, 1917 

I N behalf of all of my associates on the Diplomatic Mission 
which is now about conc luding its visit to Russia, I thank 
you, both for the kindly greeting with which you have 
received us, for yc^ur c*ourtvsy and friendship, and for the 
appropriate and appreciative words in which you have 
described the character of our country and the character of 
that President who is now in the forefront of the great battles 
for human ]il)erty. 

There are many reasons why representatives of the free 
people of the United States should be most appreciative of 
this greeting from the men of Poland. It is not merely that, 
as children we were* taught to revere and honor the names of 
Kosciusko and Pulaski who, with others, many othc^rs, of the 
same blood, aided us one hundred and forty years ago in 
the hard struggle of the impovea-ished colonies of Americra 
to achieve their liberty; it is not alone that hundreds of 
thenisands of Poles have sought oppc:)rtunity and liberty in 
our free country, and by their industry, their probity, their 
good citizenship, and their higti character, have elevated our 
conception of the charaerter and genius of l\)land. It is also 
because as lc:)vers of liberty, Poles have worked with tln^ 
forces of civilization to advance all that is noblest and best 
in humanity, that we look back with reverence and with joy 
to the great examples that Poland has given to the world. 
It is w hat you have done for us, — because your citizens are 
with us, and because of what you have done for humanity, 
that we are proud to be honored by you now. 
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You know that the people of the United States have lately 
taken the hard decision to enter the great world war. It was 
difficult for us to do it, because we are a peaceful people. No 
one had invaded our country; no one appeared to be taking 
away our liberty; but we came, step by step, as we watched 
the process of this great struggle, to realize that it was not 
merely the interests of the Allies in Europe that were at 
stake, but that the liberty of mankind was at stake, — your 
liberty and ours equally, and so, still preserving in the midst 
of our wealth, prosperity and ep.se, those great ideals that 
made America free, we determined that it was our duty to be 
ready to sacrifice treasure and life, in order that the world 
might live free from oppression. 

We are with you to fight for our freedom; happy to fight 
also for the freedom of tliat great nation which has given to 
us so much of genius; which has given to the w^orld philo- 
sophers and sages, poets and musicians; wffiich has been 
the admiration of mankind, but has for so long mourned for 
its own home and been an outcast from its roof-tree and its 
ancient abiding i)lace. We are happy that we can fight wdth 
you, while you seek to secure again your birthright, and to 
take again your place among the nations of the world which 
you so well deserve. 

The policy of the Government of the Lhiited States has 
been not to permit any divisions in its militaiy forces. It w^as 
determined that we would not allow even the division which 
would necessarily accompany’^ military organizations upon 
national or racial lines, to interfere with the efficiency of our 
forces. We are raising a great army of Americans which will 
include Poles and Scandinavians and Irish and French and 
Italians and English, and the people of every blood on the 
face of the earth, all in one firmly knitted and united a^my^, 
that its efficiency may be the greatest possible. But for that 
I am sure you would find great Polish legions organizing in 
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America. But I am sure that the world will see many thou- 
sands of Poles coming from the citizenship of the United 
States, fighting under our Stars and Stripes, happy to meet 
danger and glad to die, if need be, for the liberty of their 
adopted country, and for the liberty of their fatherland. 

Union and strength, — all united without division or dis- 
tinction, — is the watchword under which we may best 
accomplish the great result we all seek. Our way is clear. 
No doubt need beset us or make our steps to falter. We 
know, all of us know, that liberty is impossible, either for us 
or others, in the neighborhood of the military autocracy of 
Germany. We know, all of us know, that no Poland can 
arise again from the ashes of the past if that military autoc- 
racy is dominant in Europe; and our pathway is clear. 
Germany must be defeated, and Poles and Americans alike 
will do their duty to accomplish this great defeat. Ah! 
happy men, happy men whose lot has fallen in this great 
era! Happy men who, after all these long years, after these 
many generations of helplessness and despair, at last, at last, 
find it in your lives to make your sacrifices for the liberty of 
Poland. AJi! God is good to you, God is good to you that 
you live now, not in the dark and h^^peless days of the past 
and not in the future, where our children will only have to 
look back to the great deeds which will set the name and the 
fame and military genius of Poland again on the pedestal, as 
high as that on which Poland stood when it rescued Christen- 
dom from the hordes of the Moslem invader. My congratu- 
lations to you all. America congratulates you all, and 
America will be proud upon that great day when a renewed 
Poland shall take its place among the free self-governments 
of the world by the side of free democratic America. 



ADDRESS BEFORE A LARGE BODY OF RUSSIAN 
SOLDIERS AT PERM, JULY 13, 1917 


M y companions and I are a Mission from the demo- 
cratic rei)nblic of America to the Russian |)eop]e. We 
came across the sea to Russia to say to the Russian 
people that Americans are their friends, and have gone 
into this great war to fight with Russians for the liberty of 
Russia and of America against the overl)earing and oppres- 
sive military autocracy of Germany. When we came we were 
alarmed by the confusion wdiich had follow'ed your glorious 
revolution. Y"ou had gained your freedom; you had cast 
off the discipline of the superior poAvers of the bureaucratic 
government that opj)ressed you; you had not yet gained 
that new discipline, that new ca})aeily to work together for 
a common object, which comes with the training and exx>eri- 
ence of free self-government. There was confusion; there 
was lack of that diseij)line whicli is necessary to enable an 
army to fight successfully and to win victories over its 
enemy. But, God be praised, you are now' acquiring that 
rliscipline and caj)acity to work together for victory over 
your enemy, (iod sent a great man to be your leader in 
Kerensky, and under his leadership, under his appeals to the 
soldiers at the front, discipline has been restored. And 
under tliiLf great general, whose fame will live foixwer, 
Brusiloff, under the lead of BrusilolT at the front, the soldiers 
of Russia on the 18 lh of June inarched again iigainst tlie 
(German foe; and on the 18 th of June the Russian artny 
advanced wdth perfect discijiline, with perfect enllmsiasm, 
with perfect courage, and won another viclory, as glorious as 
any ever won by Russian arms, because it was a victory over 
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the forces that were tending to destroy Russian discipline, 
and a victory over the enemy as well. That discipline, that 
spirit, that capacity to fight together against the enemy, has 
appeared throughout the entire front from Riga to the 
Caucasus and Persia. When you reach the front you will 
come to an army that is inspired by love for Russia; an 
army steadied by renewed confidence in its superior officers 
who are leading it to victory, and an army that is inspired 
by the determination to maintain the liberty you have 
won by your great revolution. Let me tell you that your 
liberty cannot be preserved unless you are willing to make 
sacrifices for it, to fight for it, to risk your lives for it. I 
tell you this because I come from a people who won their 
liberty one hundred and forty years ago and have been 
struggling to maintain it ever since. Your liberty which you 
have today will be taken from you unless you have the 
strength and the courage to maintain it. No one in this 
world, no nation, ever kept its liberty unless it had the 
strength and the courage and will to defend it. You are 
going to the front to fight with brave comrades, under great 
generals, for the greatest cause on earth; the liberty, the 
equality and the independent manhood of the one hundred 
and eighty million people of free Russia. As you fight, will- 
ing to die if need be, you are helping to hand down to your 
children and your children’s children, the liberty that you 
have won and that you are preserving. As you go to the 
front, as you go into battle, we pray that God’s blessings may 
go with you and keep you safe, and enable you to do the full 
service of free men for your free country. 



ADDRESS BEFORE A GATHERING OF SOLDIERS AND 
CITIZENS AT NAZUVAESKAYA, JULY 14, 1917 


U PON this train are the members of a Mission sent 
across the sea from America, half-way around the 
world, to bring a message of friendship and loyal com- 
radeship to the democracy of Russia. In that distant 
land young men are gathering, as you are gathered, to 
fight for liberty, for American liberty and Russian liberty, 
against the common foe, the military autocracy of Ger- 
many; and they will fight, as you will fight to the end, 
until victory crowns the flag of freedom in the battle against 
oppression and autocracy. More than one hundred years 
ago on this great day the people of FYance, the plain people 
of FYance, began their wonderful fight for their liberty which 
they still maintain under the same flag under which they 
fought for it, to the sound of the same air that you have been 
playing here today, the Marseillaise. With their sufferings 
and sacrifices, with their blood, it was the people of France 
who taught you and taught us that those who deserve 
liberty must be willing to fight for it. Y"ou and we will still 
fight, side by side, with the men of France, for their liberty 
and ours, and you and we will continue the struggle until we 
know that our children will inherit our lands in freedom, 
subject to no autocrat, subject to no oppressive class; free 
men, each one his own master, the master of his own fate; 
until a great, free, and happy people shall govern them- 
selves under the law of justice and of liberty. Our blessings 
go with you, young men of Russia, as you go to fight your 
country’s battles, and the world’s battles, for the noblest 
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cause that ever lifted up the head of man, and inspired him 
with deeds of valor and 'made him indifferent to death. To 
you we pledge the cooperation, the aid, the comradeship of 
the men, the young men, of free democratic America until the 
glorious day of victory. 



ADDRESS AT A RE( EPTION RY THE ( ITY OF 
SEATTLE, AUGUST 4, 1917 


T his Diplomatic Alission which is now returning from its 
long and fatiguing journey to our new sister repul)licon 
the other side of the world is deeply grateful for this generous 
welcome back to our country. 

It is our country, though each one of us is far from his own 
fireside. It is our country l)ecaiise on the Atlantic and the 
Pacific, in the Alleghenies and the Sierras, on the Alississippi 
and the Hudson and the Columl)iii, t here })revail the Siime 
standard of indei)endent maiiliood, the same love of justice, 
the same indomitable determination to be free, and the 
loyalty to the same ideals that have made America llu' 
greatest union for liberty iind justice tlie world has ever 
seen. This is our country and it is our home and you, men 
and women of Seattle, are our brothers and our sisters in 
the great brotherhood of civilization, of humanity, of 
Christianity, 

This is a diplomatic mission ami it is not. suitable that in 
advance of re})<.)rting to the Department of St.‘ite, from which 
we have come, we should talk to you or to anybody about the 
special circumstances or conclusions of our Mission. Bui 
J cannot refj’ain from saying that we bring baidv from Russia 
a deep sympathy for thi' elFoi ts of that young democr;!('y 
which is struggling now" month by month with the hard 
I)roblems that we have taken one hundred and forty years to 
solve and ha\"e not yet solved. We bring back not only a 
deep sympathy, but a sincere admiration for the qualities 
of Russian character. We have found the Russians kindly, 
considerate of the rights and feelings of others, with a 
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high capacity for self-control, with an extraordinary ability 
for united action and with a noble idealism that leads always 
in the better way towards higher things; and we have an 
abiding faith that Russia, through trials and tribulations, 
indeed, which she cannot escape, will work out, create and 
make perpetual a great free, self-governing, democratic 
government. 

In Russia, almost within the sound of the guns, I think we 
got a litile nearer to the truth that lies in the great war upon 
which our country has just entered. I think we bring back 
a deeper realization of some things which it has been hard for 
the people of the United States to appreciate. We see now 
why it is that all the world is at war. We see that for cen- 
turies we have been building up a structure of civilization. 
We have fondly believed that the world was growing better, 
more humane, more just, more devoted to justice, more will- 
ing to permit our fellow-men to enjoy freedom. We have 
believed tliat the old dark days of cruelty and tyranny were 
passed away; and the nations of the earth year by year have 
entered inlo sohmin covenants to observe more nearly those 
divine precepts under which we all profess to live. For that 
cause of the upward progress of humanity along the pathway 
of civilization to a true Christian life, our fathers fought and 
suffered. In that cause our American republic w^as born and 
struggled and agonized, and all that is best and truest in 
American nature was evolved in the course of its aid and in 
efforts towards advancing that cause of humanity and 
civilization. 

We see now more clearly than ever before that a great 
military power, a great military autocracy, proceeding upon 
the principle, animated by the spirit, avowing the purpose of 
the dark and cruel past, has thrown down the gauntlet to the 
civilization and the liberty of our day. We see that Germany 
repudiates the rule of morality upon nations; that the con- 
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trol of law, the law of nations to which she has solemnly 
agreed, is cast aside the moment her interest conflicts with it; 
that the faith of treaties, the solemn, binding faith of treaties, 
that faith without which human society cannot endure 
except as a society of slaves subject to despotism, the faith of 
treaties is repudiated and held as naught. We see that all 
those rules which a kindly civilization has agreed upon in the 
past to ameliorate the horrors of war are cast aside with 
cynical indifference. We see that for the sake of ambition, 
of lust for military glory, laws are violated, treaties held as 
naught, peaceful nations are overrun, the rule of morality is 
repudiated, the laws of humanity are forgotten; burned 
homes and devastated lands, outraged women and murdered 
children, mark the pathway by which this reincarnation of 
cruelty and barbarism is marching to the domination of t he 
world. We see now that the principles of good and evil, the 
principles of liberty and slavery, the princi{)les of humanily 
and cruelty have locked horns in a conflict which cannot be 
downed. We see that the ideals of our fathers in this republic 
must go down to earth before the triumphant march of tliis 
German Moloch, or the men who are loyal to those ideals 
must muster their manhood in their sui)port. 

It is not a matter of sentiment, of something far away. As 
sure as the sun shall rise tomorrow, if this war taids with the 
triumph of Germany, this country will become a subject 
nation, for the principles and the temper of the (iermaii 
people — of the German ruling class I should say — ever 
reaching out for more power will turn, aye, it has turned i(s 
eyes toward the fertile fields, the vast wealtli and tlie great 
unpeopled spaces of this rich and defenseless hemisj)hcre. 
I^ave your wealth on the sidewalk and trust that [ j)assing 
thief will refrain from taking it; send your richly laden sliips 
to sea and trust that the |)irate will let them pass without 
interference, rather than let America remain rich beyond the 
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dreams of avarice and unwilling or inconipetent to defend 
herself. All ! We are none too soon in beginning our prepara- 
tion for the preservation of our liberty. There will be sacri- 
fices. Ah, yes! They will be bitter. There will be wounds and 
death. Some of us will die. There will be orphaned children 
and widowed homes. There will be straitened means, sac- 
rifices of comfort. There will be discouragement and doubt 
and almost despair, but in the end there will be a great free 
country re-made in the spirit of our fathers and competent 
to perform its divine mission of carrying liberty and j^ustice 
throughout the earth. 

I have been thinking as I drove about the streets of your 
splendid city this morning, of that great migration whicli 
saved this noble and smiting land to our American republic. 
I have been tliinking of that worn and travel-stained and 
wearied procession tliat came across llie long trail in the 
forties and saved the Oregon country for the United States 
by taking possession of it in the name of the American 
republic. 

This noble city, these sf>lendid })alaces, your comfort, and 
your luxury, all rest upon the endurance, the hardships, the 
sa<*rifices and suffering of those early |)ioneers. It is not 
the i)ossession that counts; it is the building. It is not your 
luxury and your comforts, it is not your palaces and 
;s'our wonderful railroads, that toughen the sinews and ener- 
gize the brain ceils and broaden the view and give indom- 
itable courage to manhood, that lUiike a state like this. It is 
i he hard work, the early sacrifices, the sufferings — - and the 
liberty that is founded upon hardship, upon sacrifices and 
upon sufferings. It is not only eterruil vigilance which is the 
price of liberty; it is eternal struggle which is the price of 
liberty. The test, the first and great test, is not between 
German troops and American troops, or German troops and 
French and Russian troops. It is between the great and 
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noble qualities of American nature and llie degrading ten- 
dencies that come with luxury and wealth and prosperity and 
tend to drag men down from effort and from sacrifice. 

We are in this war and we liave got to sta^'^ in it, and we 
have got to go on w ith it, and wc have got to make our sacri- 
fices, because we are fighting for our own liberty. We are 
fighting for the deliAX'rance of this dear country of ours whose 
freedom and justice have given us all our opportunities and 
wdiicli we would hand down undivided and unimpaired to 
our children’s children. 

Do not argue about the cause of the war. Do not argue 
about why we are in the war or whetlier we should be in the 
war. Do not argue the whys and wherefores, but realize 
this, that the time lias now come when America’s lilierty, 
iVmerica’s justice, the independence and freedom of ever,y 
one of us, is a stake for which we must light. If we are not all 
hypocrites, if all our profession of love for country, if all our 
devotion to tlie ideals of the fathers be not rank hypocrisy, 
now when the great test has come we w ill gird our loins and 
go into the batt le w iih w hole and fearless hearts and fight for 
America as no people ever fought before. 



ADDRESS AT A RECEFnON BY THE CTTY^ OF 
NEW YORK, CITY HALL, AUGUST 15 , 1917 

A groat, popular roceptlon at the City Hall was Londered to the Russian Missiou 
by Mayor Mitchel upon its arrival in Now York ( ily, August 15, lt)17. The 
WT'looining address was niade by the TTonorable Oscar S. Straus, chairman of the 
Mayor’s committee, who said among ottier things: 

It w'il] ever be reiruHiibiTed Uial America was first among the nations to 
extend its oflieial recognition to the new' Russia, and to welcome her to tlie 
family of democratic nations. The President deemed it ot the first importance 
to interpret tlie sjiirit <.)f our grt'at dernoeraev, with its trials, struggles, and 
triumphs, to our youngCvSt eo-partiu'r and ally, and he selected from among all 
our citizens the foremost of our constructive stati'sraen, and placed him at the 
head of this important and extraordinary Mission. 

Then tlur Mayor presented to Mr. Root the first medal of valor of the National 
ArtsC'lub, awarded to Mr. Root for his acceptance of what the Mayor called ‘"the 
very real hazards of this Mission.” He then introduced Mr. Root, who spoke as 
follows: 

T his medal is the first object of desire, the first fruit of 
this Mission, which has not been shared with perfect 
equality among all the nine members of the mission. I hope 
that it will not prove a golden apple of discord among us. I 
must fittribute the selection of myself as its recipient to that 
friendship that is so grateful to the heart among the people of 
my own homo. I beg yon, sir, to convey to the National Arts 
Club an expression of my sincere and grateful appreciation 
for the undeserved honor which they have done me. 

The duly which was imposed upon the special Diplomatic 
Mission to Kussia was one of very great importance and signi- 
ficance, but its performance recpiired no extraordinary 
qualities and involved no extraordinary merit. The way was 
plain and we liad, each one of us, merely to do our bit as best 
we could in the discharge of a simple and imperative duty. 
We did tfie best we knew how. We did it with the most 
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perfect harmony and with whatever strength comes from 
united action. Drawn from all parts of the country, selected 
with an evident puri)ose to represent diflf'erent points of view 
of t he American people — a soldier, a sailor, a manufacturer, 
a retired capitalist, a banker, a labor leader, a socialist, a 
religious worker, a New York lawyer — we all were abso- 
lutely united in our conception of the spirit of our mission 
and in the union of effort to perlbrm our duty. Y^et it is 
inexpressibly grateful to us, sir, that in this great city to 
which we now return, we are thought to have done useful 
service, and that the belief in the usefulness of our service is 
sufficiently strong to move you and the distinguished citizens 
of N ew York who are about this circle to this outward 
manifestation of approval. 

It is not the first time that the imj)ortance of the cause has 
been transferred to the irulividuals who have represented the 
cause. It was a great cause, it was a great errand. There 
never w’^as in history a people finding itself in a more difficult 
and perilous i)osition than the people of Russia found them- 
selves in a Ixnv months ago. When the Czar wars removed and 
his government was driven out, there was left a great people 
of one hundred and eighty million, covering a vast territory, 
without a government, d'hey had never been taught to govern 
themselves. Tliey had no institutions of national self-govern- 
irieiit; and no people, no <lemocracy can govern itself ex('C])t 
llirough institutions of government. The hundred and 
eighty million people of Russia were left without a govern- 
ment by the dethronement of the (Jzar, and they were left 
without any institiilions of self-government. ddiey had, 
moreover, in general, no Icnowledge, no intimate and f^ersonal 
knowledge of the methods and the necessities of self-govern- 
ment. The great body of the peoy)le were wholly ignorant 
of how to carry on a mitional government for themselves. 
They had been accustomed to receive orders and to obey. 
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They had no habits of thought which would enable them, tlie 
great body of them, to evolve institutions through which to 
govern. And so this vast people who had never been per- 
mitted to speak or write or think upon self-government were 
left confused, bewildered, gatliering in little groups in aim- 
less and endless discussion. 

Then came the propaganda of the extreme socialists and 
anarchists, of the internationals, the analogue in Russia 
to the I. W. W. of this country; the men whose motto is 
that the worst is the best; the men who seek to destroy 
the industrial organization of tlie world, to destroy the 
nationalism of the world with a far-off dream in its j^lace of 
a universal brotherhood to govern all the world in har- 
mony and peace. These men were aided by thousands w^ho 
had swarmed back to Russia from America, thousands 
who returned vilifying and abusing the land that gave them 
refuge, gave them security, gave them liberty to think and 
speak and iict. d'hese refugees returned to Russia declaring 
America to be as tyrannous as the ('zar, and calling for the 
destruction, not for the setting-up, of competent government 
in Russia, and for the fiestruction of all governments, of 
America, of England, of France, of Italy, and incidentally 
of Germany. They poisoned the minds of the working-men, 
and of [jeasants and of soldiers. Their definite and distinct 
object was to destroy the whole industrial and national 
system of Russia. And they had power in Petrograd, for 
there at the beginning the garrison adhered to them. 

Into this condition of vast confusion and bewilderriient 
was thrust a great German propaganda. Thousands of Ger- 
man agents swarmed over the line immediately upon the 
coming of the revolution. They awakened all the pro- 
Germans in Russia. They spent money like water. Millions 
upon millions were used. Tliey bought people; they bribed 
people; they bought newspapers; they established news- 
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papers; they circulated literature; they went to and fro 
iimoiig the troops at the front. They said, Wliy go on 
fighting ? This was the Czar's war; it was not your war; 
why go on ? Let us have peace/' The people of Russia, 
the soldiers of Russia, were wearied of war, like all llie rest 
of Europe, and peace seemed so desirable to them that for 
the moment it seemed as if this (ierman propaganda had 
(•aptured Russia, had done what her arms never could do, ca}>- 
tured Russia, 'llie internationals, the extremists, who were 
preaching a great world union of Iiiiman freedom, made 
common cause with the bribing and insidious agents of the 
Cerman autocracy to overcome tlie freedom of Russia. 
Against these influences, in an attempt to build up a new 
republic, with the enemy at their gates, and the insidious 
influences sapping all llieir power, a few men in Russia made 
the bravest, noblest, most gallant fight of our time for tlie 
safety of human freedom and tlie building up of free self- 
government in their country. 

It was the function of this Mission not merely to carry a 
message of friendship and good feeling from the United 
States to Russia. As events developed before we reacluMl 
Russia, it became the function of this group of American 
citizens to carry to the f)eoj)Ie of Russia a message of faith 
in democracy; to say to tliem, Take heart, be of good cheer, 
faint not, despair not. We say to you from the hundred 
million free people of America, who for one hundred and forty 
years have been fighting the battles of <lemocracy, that tlieri^ 
lives a power in democracy that will overcome all evil, and 
it is with you, and with it you will triumph." It was the 
function of this Mission to put courage and hojic into many 
a faint heart, to point out that the way to safety led through 
the support, the earnest aiul active support of the existing 
provisional government of Russia; that no oratory, that 
no aimless theorizing could misw^er the purpose, but tliat 
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there must be government, and that the government they 
had must be supported, sustained, promoted, strengthened, if 
they would be free. Little by little that government, begin- 
ning with no power, a government merely of moral suasion, 
with no force to execute a decree, gathering to itself the 
forces of Russian thought and character, acquired the power, 
gradually secured confidence, secured tlie support of the 
garrison in Petrograd, began to restore discipline, to restore 
a consciousness that freedom was not that every man should 
do what he pleased, but that freedom was order, freedom 
was the reciprocal limitation of individual liberty. That 
government, gathering slowly the forces of Russia, at last 
came to the point where it was able to lift up its hand and 
say, “ The time has come when those who fight against us 
must take up the sword, for they will perish by the sword.” 
Since our departure from Petrograd, {processes that began 
before have been going on along the lines tliat were ex[)lained 
to us before we left that country, and the results that the 
government then had in mind have been worked out and are 
manifest today, with Kerensky, that man of conviction, of 
intense i)urpose, of tremendous personality, devoted to his 
great cause to the last drop of his blood. Kerensky, who, 
when we were there, was agreed upon by the members of the 
government for his present position, now rules the destinies 
of Russia; and with him in the government are wise, 
prudent, sagacious men erf affairs. 

I know of no greater exhibition of competency in ‘construe- 
tive government than has been given to the world by the 
provisional government of Russia during the past three 
months. So we have come back with faith in Russia, faith 
in the qualities of character that are the essential tests of 
competency for self-government, faith in the purpose, the 
persistency and tlie power of the Russian people to keep 
themselves free. And they know that they cannot be free. 
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that they cannot build up a structure of government based 
upon and conforming to the life and character and genius of 
the Russian people, if Germany is allowed to dominate in 
their land. They know it well. I do not know what the result 
of military operations will be; no man can forecast that; but 
I do know that Russia has found herself; she has found her- 
self, and on every field, military and civil, she will give a good 
account of herself to the democratic world ; and w’e need not 
blush for having extended our hand to her in friendship iind 
brotherhood. 

I have said that it was the function of this Diplomatic Mis- 
sion to take to the Russian people a message of faith in 
democracy. My friends, we return to America to repeat that 
message. Here, as there, a German propaganda is seeldng to 
sap the strength of this free democracy. Here, as there, Ger- 
man money is percolating throughout the country, buying 
men here and buying men there, insi>iring the i)ress here and 
t he press there, buibiing up a great concealed structure of rcid 
treason. Here, iis there, there are weak sentimentalists who, 
speaking for peace and justice and harmony among men, 
lend themselves to the support and advancement of the most 
terril>le enemy that peace and justice and harmony and 
humanity have had since Genghis Klian fell. Here, as there, 
there are men who proclaim their patriotism and sell their 
country. But liere, as there, the time is at hand when the 
power of a democracy, long-suffering, indecisive at first, will 
gather to a point; and then when the power of the American 
democracy exerts itself against its real enemy within, let. 
these men beware. No form of law', no fiction of theory will 
prevent the usages of war being applied to them. For a 
hundred and forty years, as we told the Russians, we liave 
been fighting the hard battles of democra.cy. Democrac;y 
has not that power of instant action which chaiacterizes 
a military autocracy. Democracy cannot command that 
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united action, that union of purpose and concert of forward 
motion which an autocracy can command; but democracy 
has its leserves of })ower that no autocracy can have, and 
tliose reserves are here. Tliey are all about us. Tliey are 
unexhausted. They are ready to be moved on, and they will 
be moved. 

We bring back from Russia to you and to all our friends at 
home an eclio of oiii' message: have faith, be stout of heart, 
be courageous an<] liopeful; brush aside all trifling criticisms 
and doubts; believe in your own powxu; do not doubt tlie 
trium]>li of the democracy of America, or the Iriumpli of t hat 
great world movement of democracy — tliat great movement 
of the human mind wliich is passing on over the continents 
to the ('xile of autocrats and the universal triumph of govxn-n- 
ment by the [people, lifting uj) all those who labor and ^^ndure 
to their inheritance of op|)ortunity, of justice, and of liberty. 
Do not doubt its triumj)h for a moment. God in the heavens 
has manifested TIis eternal pur])ose, so that the simplest may 
read, that autocracy's days are doomed, and the triumph, the 
universal triumph of democracy approaclies; and xAmerica, 
great democratic America, courageous and powerful, is still 
to do its inight^^ work in that regeneration of mankind. 
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ADDRESS AT A RECEPTION OF THE CHAMBEI^ OF ( OATMERCE 
OF THE STATE OF Ni:W YORK. NEW YORK CITY 
AUGITST 15. 1917 

T he Special Hiploinalic Mission to Russia, now in liqui- 
dation, was intentionally scfiarated from any concern 
with business, with trade, investment, or enterprise for 
money-making of any kind. Tliis was done carefully, and it 
was insisted upon strenuously by the jMission itself in R. issia, 
in order that our message to the government and people of 
Russia might be free from any suspicion or color of selfish 
purpose. Yet I wish to say a few words to you aboiif the 
substantial elements in Russian life and Russian conditions 
which should enter into a judgment, on your ]>art, as to the 
confidence to whicl) Russia is entitled. 

I have just been talking in the f "ity Hall about the condi- 
tions in which Russia found herself when the government of 
the Czar was ended — and I need not, repeat what I said 
(here. The extraordinary ease w ith wliich tlu^ Czar’s govern- 
ment was removed, w as due not merely to the fact that it w as 
an autocracy, but also to the fart, that it did not govern effi- 
ciently; it was not up to the job; it liad allowaxl Russia to 
rlrift into a i’)Osition where (tiere was vast confusion and the 
country was on the verge of bankruptcy. The government 
had become, prar^tically, merely a government of suppression, 
a government of negatives tliat c*eased to lead the jicojile, so 
that the Czar and the bureaucracy watc slipped off as easily 
as a crab sheds its hard shell wdien the proper time comes. 

And then Russia wais left without a government. 'I’hc laws 
which had their virtue from tlie coTiimand of tlie Czar seemtal 
to have lost their sanction and moral force; the i^olice disap- 
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peared ; they were chased out, and those that were not dis- 
posed of in that way speedily became invisible. The Duma, 
in its last act, appointed a provisional government — that is, 
it appointed a number of gentlemen to fill the places of 
the heads of the executive departments — but that govern- 
ment had no power. It took up the machinery of adminis- 
tration, but it had no power to enforce a decree. The soldiers 
of Petrograd, who had been the physical force of the revolu- 
tion, deferred to a voluntary organization of deputies of 
working-men and soldiers, who met in Petrograd, twenty-five 
hundred of them, and discussed and passed resolutions. The 
soldiers were with them, and the provisional government, 
while carrying on the machinery of administration, had no 
power to enforce a decree, and anybody in Russia was 
practically free to do anything he chose. Russia was under 
the control of thousands of local committees all over that 
vast land, without any relation to each oilier, and without 
any subordination to the machinery of the government in 
Petrograd. Now, not only was this acephalous condition 
(*reated, but the people had never been thinking about the 
machinery of government, they had no institutions through 
which to carry on self-government. They had no habit of 
thought which would enable them to create institutions 
readily for national government. They were dazed, con- 
fused, bewildered. Up to the revolution it had been a crimi- 
nal offense to hold meetings and discuss public questions. 
Under the rulings of the police three w^as an unlawful crowd, 
so that if three men undertook to talk about the weather in 
the street, lliey were required to move on or were arrested. 
Immediately after the revolution all Russia began to meet 
and discuss. That was the condition when the Mission 
reached there. 

Now, into that state of affairs there came intervention by 
that malevolent power which is intermeddling with the 
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affairs of every nation upon earth, stirring up discord, stimu- 
lating, feeding, financing all the forces of evil — doing it here 
among us now. That power that finds its account in alliance 
with all evil passions, all the sordid impulses of humanity in 
every nation in the world, entered into Russia. Thousands 
of its agents poured over the border immediately upon the 
revolution. All the pro-German sympathizers in Russia 
were visited and spurred to action. Newspax)ers were pur- 
chased, and newspapers were established, literature was dis- 
tributed, and a great propaganda went oil to fill the minds of 
the simple-minded people, who had never thought or talked 
about political affairs, to fill tlieir minds with the German 
view of the war and their duty. The men who correspond to 
the I. W. W. Ik.tc, the extreme socialists and anarchists, with 
w^hom the German agents made common cause, preached and 
sought to bring about, the destruction of the industrial and 
financial system in Russia, the destruction of nationalism in 
Russia, under the promise to the peasants and the working- 
men of a universal brotherhood of the proletariat of the 
world, which sliould destroy all national government, and 
tiring in a universal reign of peace and brotherly love, not 
suggesting to them what Germany might do in the mean- 
time if the national force of Russia was destroyed for the 
[lurpose of bringing about the millennium. 

Notwithstanding all this, in a country with no central 
government that had power to enforce its decrees, in a conn- 
Iry with no police, a country in which the sanction and moral 
obligation of the laws had disappeared with the disapjiear- 
ance of the Czar, there reigned order to a higher degree tlian 
lias existed in the United States of America during tliis 
period. 

In the first enthusiasm for freedom and in the liberation of 
I>olitical prisoners, a great many ordinary criminal prisoners 
were also released, and they went about and committed some 
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depredations which of course all found their way into the 
newspapers; but even with that, the general average of peace 
and order, of respect for property and life in Russia, was 
higher than could reasonably be expected from any hundred 
and eighty million people in the world under any gov- 
ernment. 

Now, that, extraordinary phenomenon called for a study, a 
careful study, not merely from the newspapers or from talk- 
ing with government officials, but by countless serious inter- 
views and conversations with men of all grades and stripers 
and callings and conditions of life; and these studies satisfied 
all the members of Ifiis Mission that the Russian people pos- 
sessed, to a very high degree, qualities tliat are necessary for 
successful self-government, lliey have self-control equalled 
in few countries of ll)c world. Thej^ have persistency of 
purpose; they have a most kindly and ingrained respect 
not only respect, regard— for the rights of others. They 
will not, willingly do an injustice to any one, and thni, 
sense of justice (tarries with it a broad eiiarity. They liave a 
noble ide^dism which is developed and exhibited in the minds 
that are enlarged by education, and they have a strong sense 
of the mission of liberty in the world, and they have an (Ex- 
traordinary capacity for concerted action. "That is shown in 
their self-government in the village community in which their 
little affairs are dealt with in the most every-day meiliod 
of diseussion agreement — snb<jrdination of individual 
views to the general opinion; in the zemstvos which take 
in a little Jarger scope; in the town eoiincils and in the 
union during the war of these local agencies for genera! 
piirposes, the union of zemstvos and the union of the war 
mimition committees, which arc all working together iuost 
successfully and practicidly. 'There you see tlie union of 
citizc'iis for political purposes which comes very close to gov- 
ernment. So we came to the eonelusion that the Russian 
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people have, in a very high degree, the qualities necessary to 
ereate and maintain a successful free government. 

That is the test. There can be no more fatal gift to a 
people than the duty of self-government when their charac- 
ters are not equal to the performance of the duty. The ques- 
tion of a people’s maintaining their freedom is not to be de- 
lermined by the little spectacular incidents which are picked 
up and published with headlines in the newspapers. The 
question is to be determined by the underlying and real char- 
acter of the people. If their character is right, against all 
enemies and all misfortunes they will win through to estab- 
lished freedom. If their character is unequal to the task, all 
the aid of all tlie great countries in the world cannot give 
them their freedom. Freedom must find its foundation, its 
sure foundation, within the people themselves, and we think 
the Russians have that sure foundation. 

Now there is great financial difficulty in Russia; the old 
regime brought the country into a very involved and critical 
condition financially; and there is great disturbance indus- 
trially. But when I have met. people, and I have, a great 
many, who shake their heads over the industrial and financial 
conditions there, I have thought always, with a cheerful 
reassurance, of what a cliaracter these peo])le have, and I 
liave remembered that our dollar in the (avil War was as low 
as the Russian rouble, and I have no doubt that the character 
of the Russians will pull up their finances just as the charac- 
ter of Americans pulled up our finances. 

I remembered, also, that in a country where eighty-five 
per cent of the people arc land-owning peasants, industrial 
and financial difficulties do not cut so deep as they do in a 
c ountry^ which is chiefly industrial in the ordinary sense of 
the word. There is no such convulsion caused by troubles 
which affect only fifteen per cent of the p)eople, as where there 
are troubles which affect the whole; that is, the more highly 
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organized, industrially and financially, a country is, the 
greater ruin brought by industrial and financial difficulties. 
With Russia, all financial trouble that there is or may be, 
passing over the heads of eighty-five per cent of the people, 
affects them little. 

A schedule, an appraisement of the property of Russia — 
that is, the available property which could be used for the 
production of income, or sold for productive purposes — has 
just been made; it has been made under the direction of 
Mr. Pakrovsky, former minister of finance under the Czar's 
government, a gentleman whose ability and integrity are 
most highly respected, and while it is not completed in 
detail, he finds that a moderate appraisement of that prop- 
erty, appraised just as you would appraise the property of 
any corporation, exceeds over sixty billion dollars. So you 
have a background against which to consider Russia — this 
vast property, the value of which of course de|)ends upon the 
maintenance of a stable government, protecting property 
rights, and for the existence of such a governmtmt you have 
the true character of the Russian people and their respect for 
property rights. You hiive that vast covintry to be opened, 
to be developed, the great stretch through Siberia, from tlie 
Urals to the Pacific, with unimaginable wealth of the saim* 
kind which has made the power of our great republic. You 
have the wealth, you have the character, you have the oppor- 
tunity for development, and with these, I feel certain thal 
Russia is going to cTcate and maintain a free self-governmen ! 
which will make her a republic worthy to stand side by side 
with the great republic of the United States, and a republic 
which will spur us to higher effort in order that we may be 
worthy to stand with her. 

There is but one danger I see, and that is that Russia, 
God forbid it, may be overwhelmed by Germany; and if that 
were to happen, the development of the free institutions in 
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Russia, adapted to her life and character and the genius of 
the Russian people, would be made impossible. The Rus- 
sians know that — the thoughtful men of Russia know that 
— and, with courage worthy of all honor, with courage 
worthy of imitation by us, they are wrestling mightily to 
prevent that great misfortune. No one can tell what the 
outcome will be, but this is certain, that Russia, tired of the 
war, worn and harried by war; Russia, which has lost seven 
millions of her sons, with every village in mourning, every 
family bereaved; Russia has again taken up the heavy bur- 
den; she has to a great extent restored the discipline of her 
army; she has put away the bright vision of peace and rest, 
and returned yet again to the sacrifice and the suffering of 
war in order that she may continue free. Ah! If we love 
freedom, if we are true children of our fathers, and cherish 
their ideals, confidence and hope will go out from us to tliose 
brave Russians who are fighting our battles as they are fight- 
ing their owui; and w^e will uphold the hands of our Govern- 
ment and encourage the spirit of our people to do our duty 
beyond measure, to help them in their great and noble work. 




SYMPATHY WITH RUSSIA 

ADDRESS AT TJIE BANQI ET OF THE AMERICAN BAR 
ASSOCIATION, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 
SEPTEMBER 7. 1917 

At the conclu.sion of its Saratoga session, the American Bar Association tendered 
a banquet to Mr. Hoot, at wliieh the toastmaster, ex-Senator George Sutherland of 
Utah, the president of the Association, introduced Mr. Root in the following words: 

The American Bar Association, departing from its usual custom, has given 
tliis dinner in honor of its most distinguished member, a lawyer of profound 
learning and great ability, schooled in the best traditions of a noble profession. 
It has been my good fortune to know, more or less intimately, a large pro- 
portion of the public men of my generation, and to be reasonably familiar 
with the history of the others, an<l J Hike a<l vantage of this ocea.sion to say — 
not by way c^f idle eoinpliment, but as a matte r of profound conviction — that 
this great American whom w'e I bus honor will j>{is,s into the history of bis 
country as the safest counsellor and wis<‘st sliit<\sman of his tlrru'. 

I prt'se nt with pleasure — 1 pnvseni w’ith vi'ry real and gr<*al. affection, our 
distinguished guest and former prcsiilent, Eliliu Root. 

I T is very hard to speak after such an introduction. It is 
hard to forget the sense of unworthiness caused by such 
words as the too partial friendship of Senator Sutherland has 
permitted him to use; but who could remain silent who has a 
voice in these days ? Who can think of his own personality 
amid the tremendous issues that confront us and the ter- 
rible responsibility that rests upon us ? Men are nothing. 
From out of the dead level of ordinary humdrum life, from 
ease and comfort, the struggle for place and fortune, Ilur 
common things of every day, the rising feeling of duties and 
ideals and devotion sinks all personality. 

There are no persons now; there is only a country. Then! 
are no countries now: there is only a world in which tlie 
great conflict has <:!ome between right and wrong, between 
the angels of light and the angels of darkness; and we are. 
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each one of us, but an indistinguishable particle in the great 
conflict that is to determine the future of mankind. 

I promised some of my friends, in response to their ques- 
tioning, that I would tell you something tonight about 
Russia. I can do it only because it is a part of the great 
drama of intense intends! that has turned this meeting of the 
American Bar Association from a conference over dry laws 
and technical and scientific questions into a great patriotic 
meeting. 

Let me say something about Russia, poor, harried, bleed- 
ing, agonizing Russia. In March last, the government of tlie 
Czar had brought Russia to the verge of bankruptcy. The 
Czar was deihroned, not merely because he was an autocrat 
— that would have waited until the war was over — but 
because his government was incompetent and dishonest; 
because the men who were controlling in that government 
were bought with German money and were traitors to their 
country, to the great cause in which Russia had enlisted. 

The Duma was in session, and wise and able men in that 
body perceived that the bureaucratic government was 
making its arrangements for a separate peace, in violation of 
the pledged faith of Russia; a peace which would have 
inflicted intoleral)lc shame upon their country through 
desertion of those other nations who had come to the aid of 
Russia in her struggle. Wise and able men there charged the 
government with the purpose to make a separate peace. The 
Czar issued an order that the Duma dissolve, and the Duma 
ndused to dissolve, and that precipitated the revolution. 

Upon that, tlu' great body of socialists in Petrograd who 
had been attacking the government, had been forming their 
plans ultimately to overthrow the government, arose, took to 
tl^ street, called upon the Petrograd garrison whom they had 
won over to their views, and drove out the police of the 
bureaucracy. The agents of the Duma called upon the Czar 
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for his abdication; and he abdicated. The Duma imme- 
diately appointed new heads of all the departments, who took 
possession of the machinery of government. The socialists 
formed themselves into a body which was known as the 
Council of Deputies of Workingmen and Soldiers, some 
tw<mty-five hundred in number, and they had adhering to 
them the Peirograd garrison. And then, with the Czar's 
government disposed of, disa|)pearing in a night, there were 
left in Russia the lieads of the executive department who 
controlled the machinery of adiniriistration, and the Council 
of Deputies of Workingmen and Soldiers, who had tlie con- 
trol and leadership of tlie Petrograd garrison, that is to say, 
the physical force, in their control. The provisional Council 
of Ministers appointed by the Duma had the machinery of 
government, but they had no power to execute their decrees. 
Die Council of Deputies of Workingmen and Soldiers, a 
purely voluntary body, had the pliysieal power as they had 
the garrison with them, but they had no competence for 
government, and they did not undertake to carry on govern- 
ment; and so the country stood wdth no etfective govern- 
ment, a government of moral suasion alone; and tliat vast 
people of one hundred and eighty million, covering one-sixth 
of the habitable globe, looked about in bewilderment and con- 
fusion, and began to discuss their rights, their powers and 
duties; began to rejoice in the new^ freedom from oppression. 

Four months ago, when the Diplomatic Mission from the 
United States landed at Vladivostock, there were thousands 
of committees which had been formed in every town and in 
every city, and almost every village, in every garrison and 
camp and division and regiment of the great Russian army. 
These thousands of committees undertook to regulate tlaar 
local affairs. They had no relation to each other, and they 
had no subordination to any general government. Seventy- 
five per cent of the people could not read and write. Witli a 
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very few exceptions, they had no knowledge and no experi- 
ence in self-government. They had no institutions through 
which to govern, and we all know there can be no self- 
government except through institutions of government. Yet 
in that extraordinary condition there was as perfect order in 
Russia as existed in the United States. 

In Petrograd not a policeman was to be found; the old 
police of the bureaucracy had been chased away, gone into 
hiding, or into exile; and no police had taken their place. 
But there was no time during that period when a young 
woman could not have walked from one end of Petrograd to 
the other at any hour of the day or night in perfect safety. 

Then they addressed themselves to the novel subject of 
forming a government to take the place of the old autocracy. 
Iliere were two elements, the socialists, who, of course, 
desired a government of socialism, and the great body of the 
Russian people, most of them land-owning peasants, with a 
small proportion of business men and a small proportion of 
large land-owners; and these two elements stood and looked 
at each other in doubt as to what they should do, wholly 
inexperienced; and tliey began to take the first steps towards 
the creation of government. 

Tlie socialists had two wings — the moderate and reason- 
able socialists of the American type, the same kind who run a 
candidate for President every four years now, with cheerful 
hope; and the extreme socialists of the German type, who 
demanded immediate and full application of the theory of 
socialism. Tliey pro|josed that there should be an immediate 
destruction of all capital. They proposed to destroy the 
industrial organization of Russia; and they proposed to 
destroy the nationalism of Russia in the expectation of sub- 
stituting for nationalism throughout the world the Uni- 
versal Brotherhood of the Proletariat ” which should imme- 
diately usher in the millenium. Their idea was that they 
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would have no national government in Russia, and they 
would immediately destroy the national governments of the 
United States, Great Britain, France, Italy, and incidentally 
Germany. The key of all that went on in Russia through 
months was the desire to separate the modern and reasonable 
socialists, who sought to obtain the fruition of their theories 
through building up national democracies, from the extreme 
German type of socialists who sought immediately to apply 
their wild and vague theory. 

Then there came a tremendous German propaganda. 
Thousands of German agents came across the border after 
the revolution; and they spent money like water, no one can 
tell how much they spent. They stirred up all the German 
sympathizers in Russia. They purchased newspapers, 
established newspapers, and printed other literature; they 
went up and down the front, talking to the soldiers in the 
trenches and in the reserve camps. They said to the Russian 
soldier, Why do you fight ? This was the Czar's war. The 
Czar is gone now. Why do you keep on fighting ” They said 
also to them, Why do you kill us ? We are your friends. 
Why do you want to get killed yourselves ? It is very 
unpleasant. You had better go home and take part in the 
division of the land. All the land in Russia is to be divided, 
and if you do not hurry home, you will be left." And those 
millions of men who did not read were talked to in this way, 
and when it was said, tliis was not their war, tliey were com- 
pelled to realize that it was not. Nobody had told them wliat 
the war was about; they had never been instructed about it; 
they had no knowledge of the great issues involved; and 
accordingly, by the millions, the Russians left the trenches 
and the camps and wandered all over the country, finding 
their way back to their homes; and all througli the Russian 
army the idea ran that peace had come, and there was no 
further occasion for war. And so that government stood 
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without any power in the government to enforce a decree, 
with an army wearied of war, as all Europe is wearied of war 
today, tired of sacrifice and suffering, glad to have the killing 
and maiming come to an end; glad that no more lives were 
to be added to the millions who had been lost in Russia; 
and that peace and order w^ere to reign. 

Discipline in the army, of course, then disappeared. The 
officers who had been severe in their treatment of the soldiers 
were dismissed and sent away, the soldiers’ committees took 
charge, and with Germany at the gates a condition existed 
in which the successful prosecaition of war was impossible. 
There was no government wliich had the power to enforce 
law. Indeed, the law had lost its sanction as law; it had 
died with the Czar. It was not like our law, which is made 
by the people — it was made by the Czar, and the Czar had 
gone, and his word had no further autliority. There was no 
law, no power. The great body of the people, with little or no 
understanding of the great questions confronting them, 
delighted in the sense of freedom; but they respected each 
other’s rights, and they maintained order. The German 
agents made common cause with the extreme and unrea- 
sonable socialists, and to them were added those unknown 
secret agents of the bureaucratic government. And tl)e 
extreme wing of violent destructive socialism, which corre- 
sponds to the I. W. W. in our own country, and the agents of 
the old secret police and the agents of (Germany, made com- 
mon cause in attempting to destroy all industry, all property, 
all capital and all etfectiveness of government in Russia. 

Now, in that condition a few men — very few at first — 
stood up and spurned the offer of a separate peace from Ger- 
many. They said, “We will not stain our country by this 
disgraceful conduct. We will maintain the war; we will 
fight for the liberty which we have newly won; we will begin 
the career of a new democracy of Russia, with faith and 
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honor. We will save the people of Russia from the disgrace 
which these men seek to put upon it.” 

They were the x>ro visional government of Russia. Wisely, 
I)atiently, they sei)arated the reasonable socialists from the 
extremists. They finally won them over, and when they 
had won them over, they had won the Petrograd garrison 
also. And wlien they had won the Petrograd garrison, with 
the moderate socialists, they were ready to govern. 

I got up one morning in the quarters of the Dix)lomatic 
Mission, in the Winter Palace. We had on one side of us, 
occupying a part of that vast pile, a great military hospital 
filled with wounded. On the other side, in the rooms which 
had been used as a prison for the palace, there were confined 
some eighty anarchists who had just been arrested the night 
before. Across the way were the barracks of the most 
mutinous regiment of tlie Petrograd garrison. I looked out 
of the window into the court-yard of the palace, and there I 
saAV the court-yard filled with Cossacks, who were standing 
and sitting about, sharpening their swords, and I said, ” The 
time has come when the government of Russia can begin to 
govern.” And it had. The ("ossacks went out into the 
streets of Petrograd, and from that time on the flag of 
destructive revolutionism, the black flag of the men who 
sought to destroy Russia, has been driven from tliose streets. 

Many disturbing things have been re])orted in our news- 
papers of events in Russia, lia|)i)eniiig during the piisi two 
months. But the changes in the government of Russia which 
took j)lace after our Mission ltdl, until its return home, were 
the changes which were marked out, and exi)lained to me, 
before we left. What will ha|>pen in the future, of course, 
no one can tell. 

Wliat was represented as being another revolution, what 
was represented as being the surrender of the government to 
turbulent forces, was but the accomplishment of a settled 
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purpose long ago determined upon and explained to me before 
we left — the purpose to put Kerensky in the place he now 
holds, with the power to restore order. 

Through his ex{raordinary power — and he has extraor- 
dinary power, this young man in the thirties, with amazing 
intensity, with power to put every drop of blood in his body 
into his words when he reaches out and seizes upon the souls 
of his audience, and with a devotion to his country, a flaming 
enthusiasm for liberty and order never surpassed in our 
day — Kerensky set out upon the tremendous task of res- 
toring at once the power of a civil government to maintain 
order in Russia and restore the morale of the Russian arrn^^ 

He has wise and skillful and able men with him, men who 
joined in putting him at the head of the government, not 
seeking their own elevation, not seeking their own aggran- 
dizement, but s('eking to j)ut at tlie head of the government 
the man whom they recognized as the most fit man to do the 
great work that had to be done. 

He has, in a great measure, restored the morale of Russia’s 
army, and that army which from the Baltic to the Black Sea 
liad agreed tliat there was no more fighting to do, is now 
fighting along that line, and is now dying in the trenches 
along that line. Ninety-five pt^r cent of them have gone back 
to the terrible task of maintaining the integrity of their 
country against the advance of the Germans. 

Here and there is a soft spot, here and there is a place where 
German corruption and German influence have won over an 
officer or a regiment, and when that soft spot is touched — 
and the Germans know w^here it is — there is a disaster, but 
still they fight on. 

The newspapers are filled with accounts of disputes, of 
political conflict, but how is it possible for a nation which 
began in the beginning with no government at all, with no 
institutions, with no habits of thought or action adapted to 
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the exercise of the powers of government, how is it possible 
for them to avoid disputes and controversies ? When you 
read in the newspapers about what happens in Russia, I beg 
you to remember how the people of Europe looked upon the 
condition of America for many a long year after the peace 
that ended the American Revolution. How certain they 
were that the new experiment in democracy was a failure. 
How they sneered and laughed at the presumptuous farm- 
ers who sought to govern themselves. I beg you to remember 
what Europe thought of the condition in America in those 
long dark years of civil war, when it was believed that the 
Ame^rican experiment had failed at last. 

I beg you to consider if a true siatement were made and 
communicated by cable to Russia, of all that has been 
happening in these United Slates during the past four 
months, of tlie riots, of the pacifist meetings, of the seditious 
press, of the unblushing effrontery of treason throughout 
this land, what effect that would have upon Russia. I l)eg 
you to consider whether if that were sent over to Russia, 
it would not seem worse to the Russians than the story 
which comes to us from Russia today. 

A terrible task they have undertaken. Often their hearts 
must faint; often it must seem as If they were fighting to 
accomplish the impossible; but they have one tiling upon 
which they can rely, that is the cliaracter of the people of 
Russia. Why was it that when no police and no government 
was there, order was maintained in Russia ? It was because 
the Russian people have in the highest degree the qualities 
that are necessary to successful self-government. 

They have self-control. They are naturallj^ law-abiding. 
They have natural consideration for the feelings and the 
interests of others. They have a natural sense of justice. 
They would not willingly do injustice to anyone in the world; 
and their justice is enlarged and ennobled by beautiful 



178 


MISSION TO RUSSIA 


charity. They are the kindest people towards the unfortu- 
nate and the erring tliat I know of. With all that, they have 
persistence and rugged continuance of purpose, and they 
have an extraordinary eaj>acity for concerted action which 
has been shown in their local self-government. In their vil- 
lage communities they long have managed their own affairs 
in their little town meetings with the mayor presiding, where 
they would discuss and take the will of the majority, and 
everybody agreed to it. They have done the same in their 
zemstvos, and they have gone further, dliis war was not well 
carried on by the old regime, and in order to carry it on, the 
Russian people rose and formed combinations of their own 
zemstvos into an all-Russian union of zemstvos. They 
formed special war munition committees; and it was these 
bodies of zemstvos and the war munitions committees that 
kept the armies going after the old Russian rtgime had been 
swept aside. Thus they have carried their self-government 
into the naiional fu'ld until they have attained a condition 
which approaches naiional self-government. In their busi- 
ness affairs they show self-government. I went in Moscow, 
to tlie Narodny Bank, or the People’s Bank, and saw the 
corporation employees gathered together, and si)ee(‘hes were 
made to and fro, and among others, a young man arose and 
said he would like to tell about the flax industry in Russia. 
He said that the flax [jcople, great numbers of them, had 
united and formed a union for the purpose of marketing their 
flax and i)urchasing their necessary sui>plies, and thc^y had 
succeeded in that, and they were carrying on their business, 
by the agencies that they created at a cost not exceeding tAvo 
and a half per cent. Now, probably the majority of them 
were unable to read and write. Those people, those peasants, 
with those qualities, are competent to create and maintain a 
self-government. That is the test. If people have the 
character of a self-governing people, they will win out in 
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self-government. If they have not that character of self- 
government, then all the powers on earth will not make them 
a self-governing people. Above all this they have a noble 
idealism. They are capable of entertaining conceptions of 
something above the ordinary affairs of every-day life. They 
are capable not merely of forming and maintaining self-gov- 
ernment, but they are capable of doing great things for the 
betterment of mankind and the advancement of liberty. 

To preserve the liberty of those people, this little band of 
men striving to restore the morale of the Russian army, 
trying to teach those poor peasants in the army who do not 
read and write, teach tliein why they must be ready to sacri- 
fice their lives; trying to show them that their liberty 
requires still further sacrifices from them; this little band of 
men agonizing with tJieir fellow-countrymen, struggling with 
this mighty task, surely should have the sympathy and tlie 
aid of the people of tliis republic, who enjoy freedom and 
|)rosperity and opportunity through the hard sacrifices our 
fathers made. 

I am glad to have gone to Russia because it has put into 
my heart a sympathy for tliose struggling people which makes 
me a better man. This war has done many things already. 
I know that for one battered old campaigner who has been 
through the rude buffets of life for lialf a century, it has dis- 
solved that hardness of the heart which brings indifference 
to the dreams of youth. It has brought sympath^s ennobling 
sympathy, to us all. Sympathy for poor, struggling, bleed- 
ing Russia. Sympathy for little Belgium, like a ravished 
child trodden down by brutal and bestial force. Sympathy 
for the noble patriotism and lofty character of beautiful 
France. Sympathy for the patriotism that leads the Italians 
to the mountain summits for the recovery of Italia Irredenta. 
Sympathy for that great race which through a thousand 
years of stubborn and rugged individual independence has 
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developed the liberty we now enjoy. And for the mild and 
complacent surface kindliness which we once professed for 
all the world, there has come a deep and real sympathy of the 
heart with all these nations that have become our allies! We 
are growing real instead of superficial. We are substituting 
reality for pretense. 

But there is something more than mere sympathy that this 
war has already brought. We have been talking in this 
country of free lives and liberty and justice, of freedom and 
opportunity, of American institutions, of the mission of 
democ^ac3^ about the ideals of our fathers, and we have been 
talking from the teeth outward. We liave not felt it. I will 
not say we were dead in trespasses and sins; but we were 
dead or sleeping in wealth and ease and comfort. The brutal 
power of Germany, which has repudiated everything that 
civilization has accom])lished for the century past, which has 
repudiated the law of morals and declared the German state 
to be superior to all morality; which has repudiated the law 
of humanity, and has without quavering committed the 
most dreadful outrages in order that she might have the 
benefit of inspiring terror in the world, the brutal power of 
Germany has revealed at last to our comfort-loving people 
the unreality of our lives, and has shown, bare and naked, the 
dreadful, horrid truth of human nature unrelieved by morals 
or religion or humanity. It has shown to us as we never 
realized before, what liberty and justice, what humanity and 
compassion, what morality and right, really are. 

We need not talk about the whys and wherefores of the 
war. It is here and the issue is drawn so clearly that a child 
could see. It is for the American people to determine 
whether they have the manhood to maintain the liberty that 
their fathers gained for them through sacrifice; the manhood 
to maintain the justice upon which we have prided our- 
selves; the manhood to defend those institutions of liberty 
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and justice which we Would hand down to our children; or 
whether we shall submit and abandon them all. 

The issue is clear and distinct between the maintenance of 
the American republic, free and indei)endenL; American 
justice to the rich and poor alike; American opportunity for 
the boy and the girl; and being so craven that we will leave 
our children to be subjected to the power of e^vil that ravished 
Belgium and Servia. Whether falsehood and faithlessness 
and cynical contempt for morals, and cold-blooded disregard 
of humanity, and utter absence of mercy and compassion 
and denial of human right, shall be the portion of our children, 
or whether the liberty which our fathers won shall be handed 
down to them by the manhood of our fathers’ sons and the 
love of our children’s fathers. 

Ah ! It has come not too soon. It was at the eleventh hour 
that we came into the vineyard. The great opportunity of 
the American people was slipping away before they could 
grasp it — the opportunity to make themselves into the 
image of our fathers. The opportunity is to die, if need be, 
and to give our dearest ones to death, that our country may 
live, that its liberty may live, that its justice may endure, 
that its opportunity for those who toil and endure, may 
continue. We have grasped the opportunity for that sacri- 
fice and suffering through which we shall find our souls 
again. 

I thought as I listened today to the sad story of Edith 
Cavell, that it could not be that an infinite God w^ould per- 
mit such a dreadful injustice to overcome the world. I do 
not know. We cannot measure the providences of God; but 
I have faith in the power of God’s peoi)lc, and God’s people 
are the democracies of the earth. They are not t he czars or 
the kaisers or the emperors or the autocrats or the aristoc- 
racies of the earth; they are the democracies of the earth. 
And I have faith in the power of democracy triumphant. 
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I believe that struggling Russia and down~trodden Belgium 
and awakened England and enduring France and aspiring 
Italy and renewed America, fighting in God's name for the 
principles of His religion, for that compassion, that morality, 
that justice, which Christ f>reached upon earth, will over- 
come the forces of a dark and wicked past, and bring the 
world into a new day of brighter light and happier life. And 
in that faith, I live — with all the sorrows, the disappoint- 
ments and the loss — I live a prouder American than I have 
ever been before. 
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ADDRESS AT BUFFALO. NEW YORK, OCTOBER 22. 190* 

In the Presidential campaign and the intermediate congressional elections from 
1900 to 1910, during wliich period Mr. Hoot served a.s SecTctary of War and Secre- 
tary of State in the Cabinets of Presidents McKinley and Koosevclt, and as t nited 
States Senator from New York, he was one of the chief authoritative siiokesmen of 
the Republican Party, ills .sj)eeeh at Canton, Ohio, on ( )etob<T 1900, in which 
he made tlie Administration s reply to the at tacks of the opposition upon the Itepub- 
iicaii policy for the Presidential campaign <»f that year, appears at page £7 of the 
volume entitled “ The Military and (’olonial Policy of the Cnited States ” in this 
series.^ Mr. Hoot’s sj)eech as temporary chairman of the Hcpublican National 
Convention at Chicago, June 21, 1904, in which he .sounded the keynote for the 
Roosevelt campaign, is printed at page 99 of the same volume. n is address as 
chairman of the New ^’ork Republican (’onventiou. February ir>, 191(>, is for the 
most part pul>lished under the title “ Foreign Affairs 1919 10/' in the volume 
entitled “ Addresses on International Subjects.” ^ Mr. Root d<'liv<‘r(‘d inan.v' political 
addresses in different f)arts of the country (luring these y(‘ars and in sulisecjuent 
campaigns, and one .speech for each of tier cainjiaign is preserved in this v<tiuine. 
Tlu‘s(i spec^ches epilomiz(r the political liislory of the luiited States during the entire 
period from the Republleaii point of view, and arc thus a pennauenL contribution to 
the history of the party and of the Cnited States. 

I T cannot be denied tliat this presidential campaign is of 
inferior interest to many whieli have preceded it. The 
reason is plain. The opposition to the present Administration 
has presented no real issues to tlie country for discussion. 

The Democratic party adlieres to its old position in favor 
of the free coinage of silver. The St. Louis convention refused 
not only to abandon the jiosition, but even to concede that il 
had been settled against them. 

The Democratic party adheres to its old jiosition that pro- 
tection is robbery and tliat tariff should be for revenue only. 
Its candidate says in substance that tlie business interests 
of the country need not jipprehend injury from this source, 
because there is a Republican Senate which will prevent 

^ Harvard University Pre.ss, Cambridge, Mass., 1910. 
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Democratic tariff ideas from receiving effect during the 
next Administration. Tariff discussion therefore would be 
academic. 

The Democratic party demands still further legislation 
against trusts and monopolies, without telling what it should 
be; but its candidate says that the common law affords a 
complete remedy, and, in substance, that other and different 
laws are not needed. That appears to be an issue in the 
Democratic party — not between it and the Republicans. 

The Democratic party and the candidate insist that we 
acquired wrongfully the title to the Panama Canal; but it is 
impossible to treat that assertion seriously when in the same 
breath they declare that we should keep the title and proceed 
to build the canal without delay. 

Both the party and the candidate say that it is imperialism 
for us to hold the Philippines. But the candidate truly says: 

The acei<lent.s of war brouglit the Philipi)ines into our possession, and 
we are not at liberty to disregard the res|)onsibility which tlins came to us. 
but that resi)onsibility will be best subserved by preparing the islands as 
rapidly as possible for self-government and giving to tliem the assurances 
that it will come as sotm as they are reasonably prepared for it. 

That is precisely what we are doing, and precisely those 
assurances have been given. 

The only difference between us is that the Democratic 
party and candidate insist that we should make a promise to 
the Filipinos that when they are fit for self-government, 
whether that be ten years or fifty years hence, the United 
States will give them full independence, instead of leaving it 
for the i)eople of the United States and the people of tlu“ 
Philippine Islands at that time to say whether full and abso- 
lute independence, or some modified relation insuring at 
once self-government and the stability and protection of that 
government will be best for their interest and ours. That 
question is not entitled to very much discussion now. 
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The course of development of the Philippine people may 
work out an answer to that question, or when the time for 
action comes it may prove to be complicated and diflBcult of 
solution; in any event it must be solved when the time 
comes, with reference to conditions in the Philippines and 
the Orient generally, which it is impossible to foresee now. 
Any attempt on our part to settle now the specific details of 
their action, in ignorance of those conditions would be both 
foolish and futile. Both parties agree that the people of the 
Philippine Islands are to have self-government as rapidly as 
they become fitted for it. That is the declared policy of the 
United States. Both parties are agreed that our present duty 
is to promote the attainment of capacity for self-government 
among the Filipinos, wdio are as yet far from possessing it. 
That duty we are performing, and overwhelming and indis- 
putable testimony comes from the Philippine Islands that 
we are performing it w^ell. Neither party disputes that, pend- 
ing the performance of that duty at least, American sover- 
eignty in the Philippines is to be maintained. The precise 
w^ay in which that self-government, when attained, shall be 
made most effective, stable and secure against internal and 
external foes is not a present issue, and cannot be made a 
present issue before the American people. 

I know of nothing more useful, more inspiring, more 
fraught with cheerful hope for the future of free government 
than the universal and intelligent discussion of great ques- 
tions of public policy by the American people during a presi- 
dential campaign. That is the process which makes the 
people competent, and ever more competent, to govern 
justly and wdsely. I have no sympathy wdth those who 
deplore the frequency of presidential elections and the 
interruption to business which they produce. The loss is 
overbalanced a hundred fold by the strengthening of the 
basis of all business and of all property, which under popular 
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government rest upon public intelligence and public under- 
standing of political questions. 

This year we have had little of such discussion. The 
Democratic attack has degenerated into a mere fusillade of 
fault-finding. Charges of extravagance without specifica- 
tions, charges of disregard of the Constitution with trivial 
specifications having just enough substance for lawyers to 
base an argument upon, half-truths, small lies about the 
chairman of tlie Republican National Committee and about 
the President, spurious interviews between the President and 
trust magnates, garbled extracts from the President’s writ- 
ings, false statements made ont of whole cloth, about what 
the President has said or written about farmers and about 
labor questions — these are the hand grenades of the Demo- 
cratic onset. Just as President McKinley was called a 
mollusk by th(\se same people because his manner was kind 
and gentle and reserved, so President Roosevelt is called 
violent and dictatorial because his manner is vigorous and 
graphic. When McKinley wais President, Andrew Jackson 
was regarded by the Democracy as the true type. Now that 
Roosevelt is President, the “ mature, experienced and un- 
dramatic ” Buchanan is held up for imitation. Heaven save 
the mark! Do they want the country carried away bodily 
while the President slet'ps ? Ignoring all the great achieve- 
ments of the Republican administration; ignoring pros- 
perity and laws enforced at liome, peace and honor and 
good-will abroad, great measures of policy carried to suc- 
cessful conclusion, honest and effective govermnent; ignoring 
all these, the pu]:)lic is invited to consider in how many 
little ways of form and manner and method the Republican 
administration has departed from a standard of ideal 
perfection. 

We have not been perfect; we are all erring mortals, and 
the Republicans who have been conducting the government 
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at Washington during the last few years have doubtless been 
imperfect enough to make it possible for their friends to feel 
affection for them. But political administrations are not to 
be compared with ideal standards of perfection. We are to be 
compared with the Democratic party. Government in this 
country, as in all English-speaking countries, is conducted by 
j)arties. The combined and concurrent action of many men 
in legislative and executive office uniting to work out prob- 
lems of state along the line of principles upon w^hich they 
agree is essential to the conduct of rc^presentative govern- 
ment. What evidence has the Democratic p^irty given of its 
fitness to govern ? 

There was a Democratic party before the great upheaval 
and political realignment of the Civil War, which had j)olitical 
priucijiles — a party that believed in a stricd consti’uction of 
the Constitution and the corifiTuanent of luitional j)ower with- 
in the narrow(\st possible limits. It opposed and d('stroyed 
the national bank of the United Stales; it denied the right of 
Congress to api)roi)riate moneys for internal improvenuaits, 
or to enact [protective tariffs, or to interfere with the extension 
of slavery, because it b^‘lieved that tlie Consiitution granted 
no power to do those things. Dominated by the master 
minds of the South, it was vigorous, able and competent to 
govern. It annexed Louisiana; it seized uj3on Florida; it 
made war upon Mexico; it enforced the Fugitive Slave law; 
witli fire and sword it carried shivery across Missouri on 
to the virgin soil of Kansas and Nebraska. And, wliiMi the 
awakened conscience of the North liad decreed that its ruh' 
should end, with splendid audacity it welcomed the ruin of 
the Union which it had so long governed. 

Since the Civil War there has been no such Democratic 
party. There has been an opposition, organized under tlie 
name of the Democratic party. It has been comiposed of 
incoherent and warring factions, agreeing upon no prineii)Ie, 
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faithful to no principle, believing in no principle, and held 
together solely by a desire to turn the Republican party out 
of office and secure the offices in its place. There is nothing 
in common between the old-fashioned gold standard business 
men of the East who call themselves Democrats and the 
populistic followers of Air. Bryan in the West who call th(un- 
selves Democrats, while the representatives of the South, 
elected without reference to any national issue, but with sole 
reference to the questions arising from the presence there of 
the black race, agree some of tliem with Republican doctrines, 
and some with ancient Democratic doctrines, and some witli 
new Populistic doctrines. E.»r forty years the controlling 
motive which has shaped Democratic platforms has been the 
desire to catch the public fancy of the moment, and their 
only consistent rule of action has been to affirm what 
Rej)ublicans deny and d(aiy what Republicans affirm. 

What do they really believe now as to the strict limitations 
of the Constitution upon the powers of the Federal Govern- 
ment ? Listen to this declaration, rei)eated in Democratic 
platform after platform : 

Resolved, That the Constitution docs not confer upon the general 
Government the power to commence and carry on a general system of 
internal improvements. 

Now read the Democratic platform of 1892: 

The Federal Government should care for and improve the Mississipi>i 
Ri vxT and other great waterw^ays of the Repuhlie, so as to secure for the 
interior states easy and cheap transportation to the tidewater. 

The platform of 1900: 

We favor an intelligent system of improving tlie arid lands of the West, 
storing the waters for purposes of irrigation, and the holding of such lands 
for actual settlers. 

And the platform of 1904: 

We favor liberal appropriations for the care and improvement of the 
waterways of the country. When any waterway, like the Mississippi 
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River, is of sufficient importance to demand special aid of the government, 
such aid should be extended, with a de’finite plan of continuous work until 
permanent improvement is 

We oppose the Republican policy of starving home development in 
order to feed the greed for conquest and tlie appetite for national prestige 
and display of strength. 

We congratulate our Western cit izens upon the passing of the measure 
known as the Newlaiids Irrigation act, for irrigation and reclamation of the 
arid lands of the West. . . . 

We call attention to this great Democratic measure, broad and com- 
prehensive as it is, working automatically tliroughout all time without 
further action of Congress. . , . 

Read the platform of 189G: 

We demand the enlargement of the powers of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. 

Read the platform of 1904: 

We demand a strict enforcement of existing civil and criminal statutes 
against all such trusts, combinations and inono]>olies; and wc demand tlie 
enactment of such further legislation as may be necessary to effectually 
suppress them. 

Read the New York state platform of 1902: 

We advocate the government ownership of tJic anthracite coal mines by 
right of eminent domain with just (*ompcnsaiioii to the owners. Ninety 
j:>er cent of the anthracite coal mines of tlie world Ixung in the state of 
Ptmnsylvania, national ownership can he but in the interest of the whole 
jieojile. 

Is it not plain that to get votes in the Mississippi Valley, to 
get votes in the states embracing the arid lands of the West, 
to get votes among the people i*xc*ited against great combina- 
tions of capital, and among th(' ])eople who wi^re sufl'eriiig for 
want of coal, cut off by the strike in the anthracite regions, 
the construction of the Constitution which the Democratic 
party still professes in high-sounding general phrases, has 
been thrown to the winds ? 

What does the Democratic party really believe as to the 
tariff ? Read the old declaration of 1856: 
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The time has come for the people of the United States to declare them- 
selves in favor of free seas and progressive free trade throughout the world, 
and, b.y solemn manifestations, to place their moral influence at the side of 
tlic'ir successful example. 

Read the platform of 1872: 

Recognizing that there are in our midst honest but irreconcilable dif- 
ferences of oyjinion with regard to the respective syst(ims of protection and 
free trade, w'c remit the discussion of the subject to the people in their 
Congressional districts, and to the decision of the Congress thereon, 
wholly free from ext^cutive interference or dictation. 

Tariff of 1880: 

A tariff for revenue only. 

Platform of 1884: 

The Democratic party is pledged to revise the tariff in a spirit of fairness 
to all interests. J5ut, in making tlie reduction in taxes, it is not proposed 
to injure any domeslie industries, but rather to promote tlieir liealtliy 
growth. . . . The nec'cssary r(‘duction in taxation can and must I>e ef- 
fected without d(‘priviiig American Ial>or of the ability to compete su(*ccss- 
fully with foreign labor, and without imposing lower rates of duty than 
will be ample to cover any increas(Hl cost of {production whicdi may exist 
in consequence of the higher rate of w^ages prevailing in tliis country. 

ffliat is sound protection doctrine. Platform of 1888: 

A fair and careful revision of our tax laws, witli due allowance for tlie 
difference between the wages of Amerit'an and foreign labor. 

Platform of 1892: 

We denounce Ih pul)lican protection as a fraud, a robbery of the great 
majority of tlie American {people for the Ipciicfit of the few\ We declare it 
to b<‘ a fundamental {princiiile of the Democratic parly that the Ecd('ral 
Coveriim(Pi)t lias no constitutional {Powder to impose and collect tariff duties, 
cxceipt for the {purposes of revenue only. 

Platform of 1904: 

We denounce protectionism as a robbery of the many to enrich the few\ 

m Tc we have the votes of the American people asked for 
the Democratic party upon the ground that it is in favor of 
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free trade, upon the ground that the party takes no position 
whatever on the subject, upon the ground that the party 
will give adequate protection by levying duties always equal 
to the difference between the wages at home and abroad, upon 
the ground that protection is unconstitutional, and upon the 
ground that protection is robbery. 

\^diat does the Democratic party really believe upon the 
question of reciprocity ? Under the McKinley tariff law of 
1890, reciprocity treaties were made by President Harrison 
with Brazil, Nicaragua, Honduras, San Domingo; with 
Great Britain, covering British Guiana and the West Indies, 
and with Spain, covering Porto Rico and Cuba. Under those 
treaties in four years our exports to those countries increased 
twenty-six per cent, and our imports from them increased 
twenty -eight per cent, while during the same period our 
exports to other countries increased only tliree per cent, and 
our imports from them decreased twenty-seven per cent. 
This being an established Republican policy, the Democratic 
platform of 1892 declared: 

Trade interchange on the basis of reciprocal advantages to the countries 
participating is a lime-honored doctrine of the DemocTatic faith, but we 
denounce the sham reciprocity w'hich juggles with the peo])le's desire for 
enlarged foreign markets and freer exclianges by pretending to establish 
closer trade relations for a country wliose articles of export are almost 
(‘xclusively agricultural products with other countries that are als(j 
agricultural. 

And, accordingly, after coming into power after the election 
of 1892, the DeiuocTatic party proceeded to repeal the law, 
tind put an end to all the reciprocity treaties. The Demo- 
cratic campaign book of 1902 declared: 

Reciprocity is based on the same false theories as is protection, and, 
like protection, is a sham and humbug, and to most peoi)Ie has been and 
will ever continue to be a delusion and a snare. 

Upon the passage of the bill which gave effect to the 
reciprocity treaty with Culta in December, 1903, every vote 



194 


POLITICAL ADDRESSES 


cast against the treaty in either House was Democratic, and 
a majority of the Democrats in the Senate voted against it. 

Now, read the Democratic platform of 1904: 

We favor liberal trade arrangements with Canada and with peoples of 
other countries where they can be entered into with benefit to American 
agriculture, manufactures, mining, or commerce. 

The Democratic party, which regards reciprocity treaties 
with agricultural countries as a sham, of course does not 
regard Canada as an agricultural country! Read also the 
words of the Democratic candidate for the Presidency in his 
letter of acceptance: 

The persistent refusal of the Republican majority in the Federal Senate 
to ratify the reciprocity trealies enactcti in pursuance of the policies advo- 
cated alike by Mr. Blaine and Mr. McKinley and expressly sanctioned by 
the fourth section of the Dingley act, is a remarkable exliibition of bad 
faith. 

There is here absolutely no guiding principle of Democratic 
action, and no sincerity of Democratic profession. When 
the Republican party makes reciprocity treaties, the Demo- 
cratic party is opposed to reciprocity; when the Republican 
party does not make reci[)rocity treaties, the Democratic 
party is in favor of reciprocity. 

What does it really believe as to the Isthmian Canal ? 
Listen to the declaration of the Democratic party platform 
of 1856: 

liesolvedy That the great highw^ay which nature, as well as the assent 
of the states most immediately interested in its maintenance, has marked 
out for a free comnuiiiication between the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans 
constitutes one of Uie most important aeliicvements realized by the spirit 
of modern times, and the unconquerable energy of our peojile. That result 
should be secured by a timely and efficient exertion of the control whieli we 
have the right to claim over it, and no power on earth should be suffered 
to impede or clog its progress by any interference w ith the relations it may 
suit our policy to establish betwefen our government and the governments 
of the states within whose dominions it lies. We can, under no circum- 
stances, surrender our preponderance in the adjustment of all questions 
arising out of it. 
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That was the platform on which was elected “ the mature, 
experienced and undramatic Buchanan.” Now read the 
Democratic platform of 1904, after the canal treaty had been 
made with the republic of Panama: 

The Democracy, when intrusted with power, will construct the Panama 
Canal speedily, honestly and economically, thereby giving to our people 
wliat Democrats have always contended for — a great interoc'canic canal. 

Does it really believe that the title which it proposes to 
keep is bad, and that the policy declared in the platform of 
1850 is wrong ? Does the Democratic party sincerely believe 
that it is keeping the pledge of its platform of 1872: 

We recognize the equality of all men before the law, and hold that it is 
the duty of government in its dealings with the people to mete out equal 
and exact justice to all, of whatever nativity, race, color, or persuasion, 
religious or political. 

We pledge ourselves to maintain the union of these states, crnancipa- 
tiori and enfranchisement, and oppose any reopening of the questions 
settled by the Tliirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments of the 
Constitution, 

Ui)on two great questions the majority of the Democratic 
party has been sincere, and upon both of them we are asked 
to drop the veil of oblivion. It was in favor of the extension 
of slavery; it was opposed to the continuance of the war for 
the Union. Its platform of 18()4, which declared the war to 
be a failure and demanded its immediate cessation, was an 
api>eal to the weariness and discouragement of our people 
under their great burdens, and was intended to break down 
the administration of Lincoln and bring about disunion. Four 
years later it declared in its platform of 1868 that the ques- 
tion of slavery and secession w as settled for all time to come, 
never to be renewed or reagitated. 

Tlie Democratic party has been sincere also in its advocacy 
of dishonest money and debased currency. In its platform of 
1868 it declared for the paynmnt of the public debt in green- 
backs, then irredeemable and at an enormous discount. 
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That was repudiation. In 1876 it demanded the repeal of the 
act for the resumption of specie payments, passed by a 
Republican Congress in January, 1875. In 1896 it demanded 
the free coinage of silver. In 1900 it repeated that demand 
and denounced the currency bill passed by the Fifty-sixth 
Congress to establish the gold standard. In 1904 it refused to 
abandon its position, and rejected from its platform the state- 
ment tliat the question of the standard was settled. Now we 
arc asked to forget the record, l)ecause the Democratic 
candidate says the gold standard is settled. 

But it is only by a party’s record that we can know what 
confidence to place in its present professions and its present 
promises; and we learn from the record of the Democratic 
party that expediency, not conviction, the attraction of 
votes, not the impulse of principle, determine what the 
Democratic party shall profess and promise and what it 
shall omit from its declarations. Insincerily is its prevailing 
characteristic. There arc no party beliefs, there is no parly 
conscience, there is no continuity of purpose, or striving for 
consistency, or sense of obligation to past declarations. What 
the party would do if coming into power it is impossible to 
learn from its past. That would depend upon what individ- 
uals happened from time to time to be thrown to the surface 
in the struggle for office. A generation of attempts to j)ull 
down and destroy Republican administration upon (“ver 
clianging and shifting grounds has left the so-called party 
without the constructive faculty or the capacity to govern. 

Once since tlie Civil War the Democratic party has had 
the opportunity to show by practical test what it was. In tlie 
second administration of Mr. Cleveland the Presidency and 
both Houses of Congress were Democratic. During that 
administration the party demonstrated conclusively two 
things — one, that it had not the coherence and unity of 
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sentiment to make intelligent governmental action possible; 
the other, that the worst element of the party is the element 
that is sure to control. 

Widely as some of us differ from Mr. Cleveland politically, 
wc can recognize the admirable qualities which made his 
career so distinguished. His courage, his sturdy integrity, 
his strong sense, his sincere conviction, his former experience 
in the Presidency, his universal poj)ularity among his party at 
the time of his second election, all contributed to inaugu- 
rate' the Democratic experiment under tlie most favorable 
c-onditions. The result was a dismal and ignominious failure. 
Upon the record of that four yc'ars evt'ry sentimc'Ut of 
esteem and admiration for Mr. Clevc'land is a condem- 
nation of the Democratic party. Tlie tariff bill framed 
according to IMr. Clc'veland’s views by the Wilson committee 
was distorted and misshaped by the Democratic majcjrities 
of Congress until the President declarc^d that it mc'ant perfidy 
and i)arty dishonor, and he refused to ])ut his signature upon 
it. 'J'he appointnient of a frc'c-trade Secretary <jf tin? Ih’eas- 
ury, a free-trade Si)eak('r of the House', a free-trade Ways 
and IMeans Committee, which followi'd the election of Mr. 
(develand, and the framing and discussion of the Wilson 
d'ariff bill were accompanied by wi<lc‘S[)read disaster, tlie 
closing of mills and millions of workmen out of employment, 
d'he government revenues fell off enormously. It was nc'ces- 
sary to borrow money to siij^port the government and to 
maintain the statutory gold reserve. In thc^ fourteen years 
^vhic'h jireceded March 1, 18!)3, tlie Rej)ul)lican party laid 
extinguished the public debt to the extent of $1,881,367,873; 
during the second administration of Mr. Cleveland tlie 
Democratic party increased the debt by $262,000,000. I 
know nothing more pathetic in the history of Ami'riean legis- 
lation than the earnest appeals of Mr. Cleveland in his 
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me^ssages to Congress during the winter and spring of 1895 
for legislative action to enable him more readily to meet the 
exigency which confronted his administration. 

The Democratic Congress turned a deaf ear to his appeals. 
The very virtues for which we admire Mr. Cleveland sepa- 
rated him from his party in the Capitol. 

Hatred of Cleveland and all that Cleveland represented 
was the dominant force in Congress. Warring factions un- 
able to agree upon any great public question found a common 
ground in that. The feelings of the Whig party toward John 
T3 ler, the feelings of th<‘ Republican party toward Andrew 
Johnson, were mild in comparison. The Populist Democrats 
of the West hated him for his conservatism; the intriguing 
Democratic politicians of the East hated him for his incon- 
venient adherence to the principles which lie professed. Each 
faction hated all otluTS. Mutual distrust and dislike para- 
lyzed the forces of legislative inajoriti(\s bound together by 
no ties of common principle. The country drifted through 
years of industrial depression and disaster, of poverty and 
distress, without any effective governiiKvnt until the first 
election of McKinley and a Republican Congress took tli<' 
reins of power from the discordant Democracy and placed 
them in the hands of a party competent to govern. Modern 
Democracy triiunj)hant for once had demonstrated its triu^ 
character. 

The record of those four years has never been discussed 
before the American people, because in the camj)aign whicii 
followed, tlie Democratic party itself rej)udiated and con- 
demned the record of its own administration. 

What cause is there to believe that it would do better if 
again placed in power ? The arch enemies of Mr. Cleve> 
land and all that he represents in policy and in purpose arc 
Senator Gorman in the East and Mr. Bryan in the West. I 
don't know whether Mr. Cleveland would have accepted 
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another nomination for the Presidency, but it is common 
knowledge that the bitter opposition of those two men and 
their followers in the St. Louis convention made such a 
nomination impossible. Mr. Gorman today controls the 
Democratic campaign from the party headquarters in New 
York. Mr. Bryan today is furnishing the sole hope of the 
Democratic party in the state of Indiana. 

Differing as widely as ever between themscdves, they agree 
upon one thing, and one thing only; that no Democratic 
government shall be controlled by Mr. (^leveland or by 
Mr. Cleveland’s friends, or by Mr. Cleveland’s policies or 
methods. To them more than to any other Judge Parker 
would owe his election, if he should be elected. 

Is Judge Parker abler and stronger, of higlier courage and 
more commanding personality than Grover Cleveland ? Is 
he better informed upon public affairs ? Has he thought more 
deeply upon f)ublic questions ? Is his statesmanship broader 
and more genuine ? If not, what hope is there of better things 
with power in Democratic hands ? 

Compare the promise embraced in this Democratic record 
with the certainty of efficient administration demonstrated 
by the performance of tlie last two administriitions. 

The standard that the Deihocratic platform sets up for 
imitation in the Philippines is what the Ilei)ul)liean party lias 
done for Cuba, working along broad lines and far-si eing 
policies against the opposition and cavil and aspersions of 
the Democratic party. 

The opportunity to construct the Panama Canal, wliieh 
with cheerful anticipation the Democratic party proposivs 
to <mjoy, was acquired by Republican statesmanship and 
effectiveness. 

The good of the Filipinos, to whom the Democratic party 
professes such ardent devotion, is being attained undiT 
Republican administration by a government of which the 
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Archbishop of Manila, upon personal knowledge, makes 
the following vStaternent: 

I was impressed during my journeyings by the progress of American 
institutions among the masses of tlie ])eople, the general happiness, the 
security of persons and j)roperty, and the supremacy of order and justice. 
I believe that under divine guidance the benefieent rule of America is 
destined ultimately to place the Christian Malay race on a moral and 
political plane that as yet has never been attained by an Oriental people. 
This task that the Americ'ans have assumed they cannot shirk or abandon. 
This work tliat Governor Taft so auspiciously began and that Governor 
Wri ght continues must be carried to a triumphant conclusion. 

The “ open door ” in the Orient, which the Democratic 
platform approved, has been ht'ld oi)en by Republican diplo- 
macy, and to that same dijilomacy under Republican admin- 
istration is accorded throughout the world an honorable 
leadt'rship among the nations in promoting the peace of 
mankind. To this its effective devotion has been attesttxl 
by Lhe settlement of tlie Alaskan Boundary dispute, the 
settlement of the Pious Fund controversy with Mexico, the 
peaceful arbitration and s<‘ttlement of tht^ troubles of Vene- 
zuela, the promotion of the power and dignity of The Hague 
Tribunal, and the j)r(“servation of the integrity of China. 

Practical legislation by (Congress and effective enforcement 
of the laws against illegal trusts and combinations and secret 
rebates have set Rei)ublican performance over against 
Democratic deci amation . 

The measure for rt'claiming and making habitable the arid 
lands of the W('st, wliicdi is now paraded as a Democratic 
measure, was a vague' flreani until it was embodied and urged 
in a iiK'ssage of our Rei)ublican President, and j)asscd by a. 
Republican Congress. 

Rural free deliverj^ of the mails, declared impracticable by 
the last Democratic administration, has relieved the isolation 
of more than twelve millions of dwellers upon the American 
farms. 
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The sound money basis of our prosperity was established 
by the Republican party against the frantic opposition and 
wild denunciation of the Democracy, as once before a Repub- 
lican President and a Republican Congress had saved the 
national honor from the disgrace of Democratic repudiation. 

A reorganized army, a real militia, active and enthusiastic, 
an enlarged and efficient navy, well equipped coast defenses 
adequate to the protection of our seacoasts, agriculture and 
business i)romoted, laws enforced and respected, prosperity, 
business activity and confidence at home, res[)ect and honor 
for the American government and tlie American name 
throughout tlie world, unclouded peace with all mankind — 
all these testify to the rule of a party whose leaders ar<^ able, 
broad minded and public spirited enough to shake off petty 
prejudices, to rise above mean pride of opinion, and to agree 
among themselves upon broad lines of public policy; the 
rule of a party coherent, organized, discix)lined for effective 
action; a i)arty with traditions and [)rinci])les and sincere 
purpose; a party strong, virile, competent to govern; a 
X)arty under the leadership of a President who measures up 
to the full stature of moral and intellectual power which the 
X)ride and i^atriotisni of Americans demand in an American 
President. 

Into the hands of which party shall the government of our 
ever-growing, ever-developing, ever-progressing country, the 
country of our pride, our dearest hopes and our abiding love, 
be committed ? 




THE DEMAGOGUE IN POLITICS 

ADDRESS OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE IN THE CAMPAIGN OF 
1906, UTICA, NEW YORK. NOVEMBER 1. 1906 

A DEMAGOGUE is one who for selfish ends seeks to 
curry favor with the people or some particular portion 
of them, by pandering to their prejudices or wishes or by 
playing on their ignorance or passions. 

We are witnessing in the state of New York one of those 
tests of popular governm<mt which often have come in the 
past and always will come when a skillful demagogue 
attempts to get elected to office by (exceeding all other men 
in the denunciation of real evils and in promises to cure them. 
Honest and well-meaning voters, smarting under the effects 
of political or social or business WTongdoing, naturally tend 
to sympathize with the man who expresses their feelings in 
the most forcible and extreme language, and who promises the 
most sweeping measures of reform; and in the excitement 
and heat of public indignation they arc sometimes in danger 
of forgetting that he who cries “ stop thief ” the loudest 
may be merely seeking his own advantage, may be worth- 
less as a leader, may belong to the criminal class himself. 

The enemies of popular government have always asserted 
that the great mass of a people, and particularly the working 
people could not be trusted to reject appeals to passion and 
prejudice and follow tlie dictates of sober reason, to distin- 
guish l)etween mere words of violent denunciation and 
extravagant promise on the one hand, and proved capacity 
for useful and faithful service on the other, and that their 
suffrage would always go to the most violent and extreme 
agitator. 
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The believers in popular government have always an- 
swered that in a country where universal education go(\s 
with universal suffrage, the great mass of the people, and 
particularly those who are doing honest work, can be 
depended ui>on to inform themselves carefully and to think 
soberly and clearly about political questions, and that their 
plain, strong, common sense will surely detect and reject the 
self-sec'lving demagogue, however violent his denunciation of 
wrong and howevia- glowing his promises of redress, and 
approve the genuine man, the competent man, even though 
he may not promise so much or puff liimself so much or use 
such violent language. 

I firmly believe that tlie contention of the friends of j>opu- 
lar government is right; I believe that the people of tin’s 
country and of this state, under our system of universal 
suffrage and univtTsal 1‘ducation, are sure to come out rigid 
in the long run. Nevertheless it cannot be doubted that 
many workingmen in this stale, good and honest men who 
are entitled to respect and who wish to do the l)(\st thing 
possible for their country, ai'c about to strcngllien the* 
enemies and weaken the friends of i)oi)ular goverjiment all 
over the world by voting for Mr. Ilearst, who is just the kind 
of a demagogue that I liave described. 

He is indeed an especially dang(Tous sprehnen of the 
class, because lie is enormously rieli and owns luuvspapers 
of wide circulation, and he can hire many alile and active 
men to speak well of him and |)raise him in print and in 
spcf'ch and in jjrivate conversation. 

Not only is tlie cause of po])ular government in danger of 
suffering injury and discredit from the vote for Mr. Hears!, 
but genuine reform, the real practical redress of the evils 
complained of by the people, is in danger of being weakened 
and brought to naught by this attempt of Mr. Hearst to get 
himself elected governor of New York. 
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The evils which have come with the enormous increase of 
corporate wealth in recent years are real and serious; there 
have been many outrageous practices which ought to be 
stopped and many wrongdoers who ought to be punished. 
That should be done, not by lynch law but by the intelligent 
and wise action which befits a self-governing people, deter- 
mined always to maintain the rule of law, by reforming the 
laws where they are defective, and enforcing the laws with 
fearless vigor against rich and j)oor alike, and for the protec- 
tion of rich and poor alike. 

Both of these require a high degree of inielligence, skill, 
and exx)erience; declamation and denunciation and big 
headlines in the news{>ai)ers will not do the business. It is 
easy to cry down with the corporatioTis but corporations 
are merely the forms through which the grc^iitrT part of our 
enormous business is transacted; they ar(' not formiHl l)y 
spcc*ial i)rivileges to a few; they are fn^e to all; anybody can 
form a corporation by signing and filing a i)aper, just as any- 
body can form a i)artn('rship. 

And the great mass of our business people, especially those 
engaged in manufacture, ar(‘ doing tlieir business through 
(‘orporate form ; our eii or mo u s manuf ac^turin g in d ustry 
(*ould not be carried on in any other way. If you destroy 
coiporations, you close" your mills and j^our furnace's, you 
stoj) the payment of wages, you destroy the purchasing 
]JOwer of the wage-workers, you reduces the sales of our mer- 
chants and tlu" markets for farm products. Cor|)orations 
are not bad in themselves, but the" managers of some" of them 
and e)f many of the gre'atest one\s have use'd theun as eq)por- 
tunities for wrongdoing, if not criminal WTongeioirig. 

The thing needed is to cut out the wrongdoing and save 
the business, and tlie'se corporations are of so many diffeTe'nt 
kinds, emgaged in so many kinds of varied anel com]>Iieated 
business, so intimately connected with all the production and 
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trade and prosperity of riie country, that the same kind of 
patient, experienced, and discriminating skill is needed for 
the process that the surgeon needs in cutting out a tumor 
from the human body and saving the life of the patient. 

Now, this process of intelligent and effective redress of 
wrongs is going on; great and substantial progress has been 
made in it; laws are being re-formed so as to meet the present 
evils; laws are being enforced with vigor and success; male- 
factors are being punished according to law and not against 
law; skill and wisdom and efficiency and honest purposi^, 
never surpassed in the history of this or any other country, 
have put their hands to the task and are pressing it forward 
with untiring energy. 

dlie most conspicuous and fit representative of this great 
and beneficent work in this state is Charles E. Hughes. 
There was never occasion to feel more proud of the great 
profession to which Hamilton and Marshall and Webster 
and Lincoln and Tilden belonged, than when through the 
long and weary months of the insurance investigation, with 
patient and untiring industry, with courage, skill, and 
honesty, he followed step by step the clues which led through 
all the complicated affairs of the great companies to the lay- 
ing bare of official wrongdoing. Neither wealth, nor power, 
nor social position, nor political influence turned him aside 
one hair’s breadth from his course; nor did .any thought of 
himself, any desire for popularity, any t.aint of self-advertis- 
ing or self-glorification obscure his vision or affect his con- 
duct. He was the skilled and single-minded instrument of 
inexorable justice. 

When the facts were all uncovered, he arranged them and 
stated them so plainly that a child could understand their 
deep significance, and then wisdom of no common order 
guided his judgment upon the legislative remedies for which 
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the facts called. This work was worth more than millions of 
staring headlines and clever sensational editorials, more than 
a wilderness of promises from one who seeks to barter 
promises for votes. I cannot believe that the hundreds of 
thousands of policy-holders in this state are not grateful for 
this .service, or that all good citizens who justly resented the 
wrongs which he uncloaked, would not be glad to have such 
a man empowered to continue just such .service in all 
departments of our state government by his election to the 
governorship of the state. 

The most con.spicuous and fit representative of this same 
great and beneficent work in the Federal Government is 
Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United States. Let me 
state some of the corporate evils with which he has under- 
taken to deal; not all, but the principal ones. 

1. Many great corporations have united in the formation 
of so-called trusts to get rid of competition, create monopolies 
of the business in which they are engaged, restrict produc- 
tion, and put down the prices at which they piircha.se raw 
material and put up the prices at which they sell tlieir 
jiroducts. 

2. Many great corporations and trusts have undertaken 
to crush out their remaining competitors by unfair competi- 
tion, and especially by securing lower rates of freight from 
tlie railroad companies for their products than their smaller 
competitors; and as the railroads are bound by law to give the 
same rates to all shippers this unfair advantage has taken 
the form of secret rebates. 

3. Many railroad comjianies have exercised their arliitrary 
power to fix their rates by arranging them in such a way that 
even without giving rebates, they have favored the large 
shippers in special local ititis and have been unreasonable 
toward small shippers in other localities. By these unfair 
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means the big, rich corporations have been continually 
driving the small, weak men to the wall, taking away their 
business and increasing their own wealth. 

4. The managers of many great corporations, not satis- 
fied with the natural increase of successful business, have 
enormously increased their capitalization beyond either 
their investment or the value of their property fairly used 
in business. Aluch of the watered stock has been sold to 
innocent investors, much of it has been secured by the man- 
agers themselves, tlirough various dt'vices, for insufficient 
consideration. These greatly excessive capitals, and the 
necessity of paying interest upon them, have stood as 
barriers against the reduction of transportation rates or tlie 
prices of products to a point which would secure fair business 
returns. 

5. The offending corporations have clothed their vast and 
comi)licated business affairs with a mantle of secre<:*y, so 
that it lias binm almost imiiossible to get at the facts of their 
off*ending, and quite impossilile for any weak, private person 
or small corporation that has been injured by them. 

(). One of the great obstacles to the redress of these evils 
has been the unwillingness or inability of the states to di^al 
with them. It is difficult f<ir any one state to control cor- 
porations doing busin<*ss in all the stales. The state C‘annot 
control interstate commerce at all. Many of tlie states have 
by their law's as W'dl as by their administration facilitated 
and encouraged the objectionable practices. 

Let me tell j ou that our own state is not blameless in this 
respect, and that wc lu'cd a Hughes at Albany, with tlie skill 
and courage to deal witli that subject as he dealt with the 
insurance subject. On the other hand, the Federal Govern- 
ment has been met at every turn by the difficulty of control- 
ling state corporations in the exercise of the powers conferred 
upon them by the state in which they were created. 
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Against these battlements of wTong, the President has 
charged with all the energy and sincere conviction of his 
nature; he has waged and is waging open warfare not against 
wealth, but against ill-gotten wealth; not against corpora- 
tions, but against the abuse of corporate power; not against 
enterprise and prosperity, but against the unfair and fraud- 
ulent devices of selfish grec’;d. 

The honest poor man who has felt the crushing power of 
unfair wealth may take heart, for the most powerful per- 
sonality of our generation, from the vantage ground of the 
greatest office of our land, is leading tlie battle in his behalf; 
the honest rich man who fears that pro])iTty may be en- 
dangered and prosperity clu'clo'd may calm his fears; not a 
single principle is invoked in this warfare against corporate 
wrongdoing that lias not for centuries been familiar to the 
common law of England and America; no control is asserted 
ovt^r business which was not recognized and approved in the 
days of Mansfield and Eldon, Marshall and Kent; but to 
exercise that same measure of control under the new condi- 
tions of our day new agencies and new methods have had to 
be provided by law and sanctioned by the courts. 

For the accomjilishmerit of tliis due measure of control, 
whicli from time immemorial our laws liave recognized as 
necc'ssary, the Government of tlie United States has taken 
up the task where the several states Iiavc failed, and is 
performing and jiurposes to perform its duty not beyond but 
to the full limit of its constitutional power. 

The structure of our prosperity will not be weakened, it 
will be made strong and enduring by removing with the care 
of the experienced builder the rotten timbers of disobedience 
to law and disregard of morality. 

The Republican Gongress has stood loyally by the Presi- 
dent; the act creating tlie Bureau of Corporations, the act 
expediting the trial of trust cases, the anti-rebate act, tlu^ 
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act for the regulation of railroad rates, have made possible 
redress which was impossible before. Under the direction 
of two successive attorneys-general of the first order of 
ability, sincerity, and devotion, iu hundreds of courts, 
incessant warfare has been waged and is being waged under 
tlie Federal laws against corporate wrongdoers. 

The Northern Securities Company, which sought to com- 
bine and i)revent competition between two great continental 
railroads, has been forced to dissolve by the judgment of 
the Suj)reme Court of the United States. The methods of the 
Beef Trust in combining to suppress competition in the pur- 
ch ase of live stock and the sale of meat have been tried and 
condemned, and the trust has been placed under injunction 
to abandon those practices, by judgment of the Supreme 
Court. 

The combination of paper manufacturers in the territory 
from Chicago to the Rocky Mountains, has been dissolved 
by the judgment of the Supreme Court, and the combination 
has been abandoned and the price of white paper in thiit 
territory has gone down thirty i)er cent. The Retail Grocers’ 
Association in this country has been dissolved by decrei^ of 
the court, d’he elevator combination in the West has be(ai 
dissolv(‘d in like man tut. I’he salt combination west of the 
Rocky Mountains has bei'ii dissolved l)y decree of the court. 

The Wliolesale Grocers’ Association in the Soui h, the meat 
combination and the lumber combination in the West, the 

s 

combination of railroads entering tiie city of St, Louis to 
suppress competition between the bridges and ferries reach- 
ing that city, the Drug Trust, wliich suppresses competition 
all over the countrj', are being vigorously pressed in suits 
brought by the Federal Government for their dissolution. 

The salt combination has been indicted and convicted and 
fined for failing to obey the judgment of dissolution. The 
Beef Trust has been indicted for failing to obey the injunction 
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against it, and has been saved so far only by a decision that 
it had secured temporary immunity by giving evidence 
against itself. One branch of the Tobacco Trust is facing an 
indictment of its corporations and their officers, in the Fed- 
eral court in New York and the other branches are under- 
going investigation. The lumber combination in Oklahoma 
is undc^r indictment. 

The Fertilizer Trust, a combination of thirty-one corpora- 
tions and twenty-five individuals to suppress and fix prices, 
has been indicted, the indictments have been sustained by 
the courts and the combination has l)een dissolved. The ice 
combination of the District of ('olumbia is facing criminal 
trial. Special counsel are investigating tlie coal combination, 
and special counsel are investigating the Standard Oil 
combination. 

Three of the causes won in the Supreme Court of the 
United States have furnished decisions of the utmost 
importance. 

In the Tobacco Trust case of Hale v. H<nikel, the Suj)r(unc 
Court denied the claim of the trust corporations to be 
exempt under tlie Constitution from furnisliing testimony 
against themselves by the production of their })ooks and 
papers before a Fedra-al grand jury. Tlius the prot<c*lion of 
secrecy for corporate wrongdoing is beaten down. 

In the Northern Securities case, the Supreme Court held 
that a Avrong accomplished by means of incor})orat.ing in 
accordance with the exj)ress provision of a New Jersey statute 
was just as miicli a violation of Federal law as if tliere had 
been no incorporation. Thus the state rights defense of pro- 
tection from favoring state statuti^s is beaten down. 

In the Beef Trust case, the Supreme ( 'ourt held that, 
although the business of manufacture was carried on within 
the limits of a single state, yet the purchase of the raw mate- 
rial in different states and the sale of the finished i)roduct 
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in different states brought the business within the interstate 
coniinerce clause of the Constitution and gave the Federal 
Government authority over it. Thus the dtffense that the 
state alone can deal with inanufacturing corporations, how- 
ever wid(\spread their business, is beaten down. 

Tlu' obstacles to the enforcement of the Federal anti- trust 
act thus removed are ol)stacles which stood in the way of all 
proceedings, and tiny had to be cleared away before any 
proceedings of the same cliaracter against the same classes 
of corporations could be successfully maintained. They have 
been removed, not by ne\vsj)aj)er headlim's and demmciation, 
but l)y skill, al)ility, and energj^ of tlie highest order. 

After the Elkins anti-rebate law was passed by Congress 
in 1908, it was supposed, and the Int(Tstate Commerce 
Commission reported, that the railroads had substantially 
abandoned giving r('l.)ates. Their good r(\solutions do not 
seem, how^ever, to liav(‘ lasted. The struggle for business 
enabled the shippers soon to secure a renewal of rebates, or, 
by ingenious d<wices, advantages equivalent to rebates. 

Thercnipon the Department of Justice began active pros- 
ecutions for tlie enforcement of th<^ law. Fifty-tliree indict- 
ments have been found against hundreds of defendants, 
covering many hundreds of transactions. There have been 
fourteen criminal c‘onvictions. Fourteen individuals liave 
b('en fined to the gross amount of $60,125. Nine corporations 
have been lined to the amount of $253,000. Thirty-five 
indictnumts are ready for trial in their regular order upon the 
court calendar. 

The original statute provided only for punishment by fine. 
Last winter it was amended by providing for punishment by 
imprisonment, and if the fines imposed under the original 
law shall not prove to have stopped the practice, we shall see 
whether fear of the penitentiary under the amendment will 
not do so. 
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Under this statute also it was necessary to sweep away 
defenses which stood as barriers to general prosecution, and 
in the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad case, 
decided by the Supreme Court on the nineteenth of February 
of this year, and the Milwaukee Refrigerator Transit case, 
decided in the seventh circuit on the thirty-first of May of 
this year, the courts have held that the substance 'and not 
the form is to control in the application of tlie statute, and 
that, however the transaction may be disguised, an unlawful 
discrimination can be reached and punished. The way is 
therefore cleared for all other prosecutions. 

The Railroad-rates act, wliich was tlie subject of such 
excited discussion during the last session of Congress, has 
already justified itself. Since the joassage of the act, less 
than five months ago, there have been more voluntary reduc- 
tions of rates by our railroads than during the entire nineteen 
years of the previous life of the Interstate Commerce' Com- 
mission. On the single day iVugust 29, 190G, two days before 
the act went into force, over five tliousand notirx's of vol- 
untary reduction of rates were filed with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission by the railroads of the United 
States. 

Over-capitalization is an evil peculiarly within the control 
of state governments, and one for wliich we ought to have in 
every state cajiital a man who can do what Mr. Hughes has 
shown himself capable of doing; but the Federal Govern- 
ment, through the Bureau of Corporations, is going far on the 
road to a cure by getting at the truth and dispidling the 
darkness under the cover of which the evil has grown. 

Nor should other evils wdth which the Federal (Toverriment 
is grappling be forgotten — the Pure Food act and tlu* Meat 
Inspection act of the last session of Congress are protecting 
the food of the people against fraud and adulteration and 
contamination; justice from the employer to the employed 
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is advanced by the wise Employer's Liability act of the last 
session; the Federal contractor's eight-hour labor law, too 
long ignored, is being vigorously enforced, and every week 
come reports of new convictions for its violation; the safety- 
appliance law, discredited in the lower courts, has been taken 
by the Government intervening in aid of an injured employe(\ 
to the Supreme Court of the United States in a suit against 
the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, and has been 
established upon a sure foundation by the decision of that 
great court. 

All this has not been easy; it has required not merely skill 
and ability and patient industry and the tremendous per- 
sonality of the President, against all powerful influences 
urging on Congress and lawyers and courts, but it has 
recpiired and still requires persistency, long-continued aiul 
constant effort, a deliberate, settled, and unvarying policy. 

That policy is now before the American people for their 
approval or disapproval, and it is confronted by two dangers. 

The first danger is lest the people sliould nduse to return 
a majority of Repul)licans in the House of Representatives, 
which has stood so loyally by the President, and should 
return a Democratic majority which will be in opposition to 
the President. Do not be deceived about tliat. Under our 
system of government, effective, affirmative governmental 
action requires the cooperation of both President and 
(Congress; that cooperation can b<‘ had only with a House of 
Representatives of the President’s own party. It cannot be 
had by rejecting and punishing the members of the House 
who have been working with the President in the past. 

A Democratic House, in inevitable conflict with a Republi- 
can Senate, would not really help the Democratic party, but 
it would hinder, embarrass, weaken, and dishearten ttu‘ 
President and his assistants in carrying on the policy in 
which they are engaged. Independent and patriotic Demo 



THE DEMAGOGUE IN POLITICS 215 

crats equally with Republicans ought to avoid a result so 
disastrous to our country. 

It would be unpatriotic to deprive our government of the 
help, and this state of the credit, found in tlie able and expe- 
rienced service of our respected and beloved Congressman, 
James S. Sherman. 

The second danger is, lest in this greatest of states, the 
President’s own state, the voters shall reject Mr. Hughes, 
who was the President’s own choice for the nomination, who 
by his character and his achitwenients has showm himself fil; 
and competent in the great office of governor of tliis state to 
help hold up the President’s hands and to carry on in the state 
the same policy that the President is carrying on in the 
nation. 

What evidence has Mr. Hearst produced of his fitness for 
tliis office ? 

Of his private life I shall not speak further than to say that 
from no community in this state does tlierc' come concerning 
him that testimony of lifelong neighbors and acquaintances 
to his private virtues, the excellence of his morals, and the 
correctness of his conduct which we should like to hav<* 
concerning the man who is to be made the governor of our 
state. 

What evidence comes from his public citrinT ? He has f)een 
a member of Congress from New York City, and he owed his 
office to a Tammany organization and Tammany votes in a, 
I'ammany district; but he lias been an absolute cijiher in 
Congress. That is his entire |>ublic career. 

He is really known to us sohdy as a young man, very rich by 
inheritance, who has bi'come the owner of a numlx-r of sen- 
sational yellow journals; h(‘ has taken in his ru'wsjiapers tlie 
Iiopular side upon all questions relating to labor and corpora- 
tions and has sustained it by much violent, denunciation and 
many falsehoods, and he has berm a [lersistent seeker for 
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office on the strength of taking the popular side; he has 
published whatever he thought would please the working 
people for the purpose of getting the labor vote. It is difficult 
to believe that the hard-lieaded, slirewd workingmen of 
America will give him much credit for that. 

There is, however, affirmative evidence of Mr. Hearst^s 
unfitness for the great office of governor. You will perceive 
that to the remedy of corporate WTongs for which he ofi’ers 
himself two things are necessary — first, intelligent and well- 
devised legislation, wdiich shall strip from the wrongdoing 
corporate managers tln‘ advantage of laws made under their 
influence to facilitate tlieir practices, which shall clearly 
prohibit their wTongful acts, and which shall provide tin? 
machinery and j^rocedure and the necessary agcmcies for 
enforcing those law's; and, second, the judicial enforcement 
of the law\s, wdiich requin^s upright and courageous judges 
wdio will administer the laws without fear or favor, uninflu- 
enced by wealth or j)opularity or personal friends or political 
bosses. 

Underlying both of these and necessary to both, is political 
purity, for without that neither legislatures nor courts can 
be pure. 

How’ stands Mr. Ilearst’s record as to political purity 
Why, he comes to us covered all over witli the mark of Tam- 
many and Tammany's leader, Mur}>hy, whom he himself lias 
denounced as a scoundrel and a thief; he comes to us not 
answering to the call of the people of the state, not as tlu' 
honest candidate of the Democratic party of the state, but 
nominated by his own procurement, through as shameful a 
deal wdth the boss of Tammany as ever disgraced a jiolitical 
history of the state — a deal under which a great body of the 
regularly elected delegates to the Democratic convention 
were unseated and, in their absence, the nomination of 
Mr. Hearst was made by the solid vote of the Tammany 
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delegation. Can hypocrisy go further than the willing bene- 
ficiary of Tammany Hall preaching political purity ? 

How stands his record as a legislator ? He has had oppor- 
tunity to prove his capacity and sincerity in that field. Rep- 
resentatives are sent to Congress to attend to the business 
of the country; there are hundreds of members of both parties 
working upon that every day of every session in the per- 
formance of their duty; the interests of the country cannot 
be cared for in any other way; Mr. Hearst was sent to Con- 
gress to do that; he had an opportunity then to show how 
much sincerity there was in all the talk of his newspapers 
about reforms and better government. 

Wliat did he do ? Wliy, he did nothing; during the three 
years that he has been in Congress that l)ody has been in 
session 467 days; there have been 185 recorded votes by yea 
and nay; he was present and voting at but twenty-three, 
and present without voting at two, leaving 160 out of the 185 
roll-calls from which he was al)sent, and 442 out of the 467 
days of legislative session when there is no evidence of his 
presence; his voice was heard in that Congress in those three 
years but once, and that was for ten minutes in a personal 
explanation regarding an article published in the New York 
Avierican; he did not even contribute a motion to adjourn 
to the business of Congress. 

He is so rich that the $15,000 paid him for that neglected 
service may seem of no consequence; but no honest poor man 
would have thought it right to take it. Others doubtless did 
tlie work Mr. Hearst was sent to Washington to do; but it 
is of public interest to laiow that this man, who offers himstdf 
for a great public office on the strength of wliat he has 
printed in his newspaper about k^gislative reforms and the 
duties of others, totally failed to perform his own duty and 
proved a worthless public servant in a legislative office — 
the only office he has ever held. 
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How does he stand regarding the courts? There, indeed, 
if he is to be taken at his own estimate, he should be found 
inflexible; an independent judiciary should be his dearest 
hope. As to that he has had a great opportunity, for this is 
an exceptional year of judicial elections; ten new justices of 
the Supreme Court are to be elected in the city of New York. 
How has he used his new political i)ower concerning them ? 
Why, he has made another bargain witli Murphy, under which 
Murphy has named six of them and Hearst has named four! 

Six justices of the Supreme Court named by Charles F. 
Murphy, the boss of l\ammany Hall, by agi‘eement with 
William R. Hearst, the self-declared reformer. If he thus 
delivers the power over our courts to the man whom Ik' 
declares to be a thief and a scoundrel, for the sake of getting 
votes for the governorshij), what would he, as governor, do 
for the sake of getting votes for t lu‘ Presidency ? 

His own corporate management shows the insincerity of 
his professions. Not only does he conduct his extensive news^ 
paper business through cor})orations, but he has establisluMl 
separate corporations for separate newspapers and he Jtas 
established a holding corporation to hold the stock of these 
separate corporations; and Mr. Hughes lias plainly shown 
that he has juggled wdth tlu'se different incorporations to 
escape his just sliare of public taxation and to hinder and 
defeat the prosecution of just claims against him. 

It is seldom indeed that a man so young, whose public 
career has been so brief, so small a portion of whose life is 
known at all to the public, has furnished such convincing 
proofs of his unfitness for office. 

But the w^orst of Mr. Hearst is that with his great wealth, 
with his great new^spapers, with his army of paid agents, for 
his own selfish purposes, he has been day by day and year by 
year sowing the seeds of dissension and strife and hatred 
throughout our land; he would array labor against capital 
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and capital against labor; poverty against wealth and wealth 
against poverty, with bitter and vindictive feeling; he would 
destroy among the gi’eat mass of our people that kindly and 
friendly spirit, that consideration for the inU^rests and the 
rights of others, that brotherhood of citizenship which are 
lessen tial to tlie peaceful conduct of free popular government; 
lie would destroy that respect for law, that love of <^)rder, tliat 
confidence in our free institutions which are the liasis at once 
of true freedom and true justice. 

The malignant falselioods of these journals, read by the 
immigrant in his new' home wdiere none can answ’^er tliem, 
are making him hate the people who have welcomed him to 
liberty and prosperity, to abundant employment, to amjile 
wages, to education for his c*hildr<‘ii, to independence for his 
manliood such as he has never known Ix^fore. 

It is not tlK‘ calm and law'ful r<‘dress of wTongs which he 
seeks, it is the turmoil of inflanuxl passions and tlie t(‘rror- 
ism of revengeful force; lu* spnwls tiu* spirit, he follows 
the methods and he is guided hy the seltisli motives of the 
revolutionist; and he would plunge our peaceful land into 
the turmoil and discord of p<a*}><'tua1 eonfliet., out of which the 
re]iubli(*s of South America arc' now'^ hajipily passing. 

Does any one question the justice of thesi* statements ? 
ddien h‘t him turn to the {lages of the new^spa})ers ihrough 
the ownership of which Mr. Ilearst is jiressing las political 
fortunes. 

What j^nblie servant honored by the peo})le’s trust has lu' 
not assailed wdth vile and vulgar <'i)ithets; wdiat branch of 
our free government has he not tauglit his readcTs to believe 
a cxirrupt agency of ojiiiression ! 

Listen to this from the Journal'. 

It is the sad duty of the Journal to announce to tlie people of the United 
States that tlxar President, William McKinley, has deliberately tricked 
Congress and the country. . . . 
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McKinley and the Wall Str^t Cabinet are ready to surrender every 
particle of national honor and dignity. 

Congress and the people of the United States have been fooled, tricked 
and deceived from the beginning to the end. 

And to this: 

The Board of Elections has already begun its disgraceful and discredit- 
able work. It has allowed the People’s petitions intrusted to its care to be 
marked and mutilated and destroyed. It has thrown out petitions by the 
score, and its action has been sustained by the courts even as the courts 
last year decided that you, as citizens, liad no right to have your votes 
honestly counted, liut must abide by any returns, no matter how false, of 
corrupt election officials. 

And to this: 

The effort is being made now by the criminal trusts to crush out the 
power of tlie people in the American Government. These trusts control 
your parties, control your primaries, control your piublic officers, and deny 
you the right to any govcTiiment that will express the popular will. You 
are deserted and betrayed by the public officers that should sustain you, 
and by the so-called free press that should supjiort you. 

Joseph H. Choate, the leader of tlu* American bar, whose 
honored and distinguished career is known the world over, 
who has been the pride of all true Americans, is stigmatized 
as a servile lickspittle of corporations.’’ 

Fulton Cutting, ideal citizen, leader in pliilantliropy and 
independent politics, as a ““ wortliless poodle.” 

Edward M. Shepard, the foremost advocate of civic virtue 
in the Democratic politics of New York City, as a €orj)ora- 
tion lawyer.” 

William T. Jeronn^, the Democrat of independence above 
all others, as a ‘‘ political Croton bug.” 

Timothy L. Woodruff, twice elected lieutenant-gov<u*nor 
of the state, chairman of the Republican State ('oin- 
mittee, as standing ‘‘ for everything rotten in Republican 
politics.” 

Charles A, Towne, radical Congressman, as “ a rat.” 
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Richard Watson Gilder, the leader of the tenement house 
reform of New York, as liaving “ no more manliness than an 
apple blossom.” 

Thomas Taggart, chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee, as “ a plague spot in the community spreading 
vileness.” 

Secretary Bonaparte as “ a cab-horse — a snob.” 

Senator Knox, the attorney -general who brought and won 
the suit against the Northern St;curities Company, as having 
“ Coal Trust guilt for a pillow.” 

George B. McClellan, congressman, mayor of New York, 
and worthy heir of an honored name, as a “ fraud Mayor,” 
“ office thief,” and “ the dead cat in the City Hall.” 

Alton B. Parker, chief justice of the state, candidate of 
the Democratic party for the Presidency, as “ a cockroach, 
a waterbug.” 

John Sharp Williams, leader of the Democratic party in 
the House of Rey>res(nitatives, as “ a railroad attorney.” 

Joseph G. Cannon, speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives— the honest, plain, typical American, as being “as 
little scrxipidous in politics as a fox in a barnyard.” 

CJiarles W. Fairbanks, vice-president of the United St.at<^s, 
as “ a Wall StrcoL speculator.” 

John Hay, the great secretaiy t)f state, the cherished frixuul 
of Lincoln — noble, jxure, virile American, lover of his coun- 
try and his kind, whose authorship has adorned our literature 
and who.se wise, strong statesnianshij) has lifted high the 
power and prestige of America throughout the world, is 
described as “ a guy in Ji ruff and a red coat.” 

To Thomas B. Reed, the great sjxeaker of th<^ Hou.se, h<‘ 
writes in a publislnal letter: “ You divide McKinley's 
infamy with him and so make his load tin; easier. By the 
same token you have become a toad to the public eyi‘; you 
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grow to be looked upon as a thing loathsome; your name 
b<^comes a hissing and a reproach, and your deeds a stench 
in the nostrils of men.” 

Grover Cleveland, twice president of the United States, is 
described as no more or less than a living, breathing crime 
in breeches.” 

Theodore Roosevelt, president of the United States, is 
called “ a loose-tongued demagogue,” "" a woman killer,"' 

a flagrant tax dodger,” ‘‘ a player to the colored gallery,"" 
” a man witli the caste feeling,” one who ” has sold liimself 
to the devil and will live up to the bargain.” 

Once only has this method of incendiary abuse wrought 
out its natural consequence — in the murder of President 
Mclv^nle 3 ^ For years, by vile epitlud and viler cartoons, the 
readers of the Journal were taught to Ix^lieve that McKinley 
was a monster in human form, whose taking-off would be a 
service to mankind. lA‘t me quote some of these teachings: 

McKinley (condones ilie treacherous nnirder of our sailors at Havana 
and talks of his confidence in the honor of S])ain. He* plays the coward and 
shivers wliitt‘-faced at tlie footfall of approaching war. He makes an 
international cur of his country. He is an ahj('('t, weak, futile, incompetent 
poltroon. 

McKinley, bar one girthy Princeton person, who came to be no more 
or less than a Ii\ ing, breathing crime in brccclu's, is thertdore the most 
ties]>i.sed and liatod creature in the hemisphere; his name is hooted; liLs 
figure is burned in efligy. 

The bullet that pierced Goebers chest 
Cannot be found in all the West; 

Good reason, it is speeding here 
To stretch McKinley on his bier. 

And this, in April, 1901 : 

Institutions, like men, will last until they die; and if bad institutions 
and bad men can be got rid of only by killing, then the killing must be 
done. 

And this, in June, 1901: 

There has been much assassination in the world, from the assassination 
of some old rulers who needed assassination to the assassination of men iu 
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England, who, driven to steal by hunger, were caught and hanged most 
legally. . . . 

Is there any doubt that the assassination of Marat by Cliarlotte Corday 
changed history to some extent ? Wiat proof is there that France would 
liave settled down into imperial Napoleonism and prosperity if Marat, the 
wonderful eye doctor, liad been allowed to live to retain his absolute 
mastery of the Paris jiopulace ? . . . 

If Crom^ ell had not resolved to remove the head of Charles I from his 
lace collar, would England be what she is today — a really free nation and 
a genuine republic ? 

Did not the murder of Lincoln, uniting in sympathy and regret all good 
j)OOj)le in the North and South, hasten tlie (tu of American good fcicling 
and perhaps prevent the renewal of fighting Ixdwec'ii brothers ? 

The murder of Caesar c-ertainly changed the history of Europe, besides 
preventing that great man from ultimately disj)Ia^ iiig vanity as great as 
liis ability. 

When wise old sayings, such as lliat of Disraeli about assassination, are 
lahen up it is wortli wdiilts instead of swallowing tliem whole, to analyze 
th(‘m. We invite our r(‘aders to lltink over this question. The time 
devoted to it wnll not be wasted. 

What wonder that the weak and exeitablt' Iirain of Czol- 
gosz answered to such impulses as tliese! He nev(T knew 
McKinley; he had no real or fancitnl wrongs of his own to 
avenge against McKinley or McKinley's government; ]k‘ 
\vas answering to the lesson In'- liad leartied, that it was a ser- 
vice to mankind to rid the earth of a monster; and the fore- 
most of tlu' teaeluTs of these h\ssoTis to liim ami his kind was 
and is William liandoli)]i Ilearsl with his yellow journals. 

The offense is deepened by tin- revolting hypocrisy wliieli, 
to avert public indignation when tlu^ fatal blow had been 
struck and that strong and g<mtle s])irit had departed, 
lauded the dead President to tlie skies, and said of him in the 
New York Journal: 

Nowhere in tlie history of great men’.s lives, or of great mini s deatlis, 
can be found such resignation and deep nTgious failti as marked the Ijtvst 
hours of William McKinley. Ib‘ faced tin* other world and th(‘ other life 
with the quiet, eoufideiit liope of a man who had done his l)est. Slowly the 
heart’s strength died out. It had earned him through two wars, through 
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many political battles, through many long days of toil, through many 
years of hard work and serious purpose. He began life as a simple Chris- 
tian citizen. He worked hard. He inlerested himself in his country’s 
welfare. He succeeded; he reached the highest place in the nation. He 
exercised and represented the greatest of earthly powers. He was called 
a second time to the highest position that men can give to any man. Ho 
ended his life as he began it — a simple Christian citizen. 

Is there no one left who loved McKinley ? Are there no 
workingmen left in New York who can not see with satisfac- 
tion honors heaped upon the man who is not guiltless of 
McKinley’s death ? 

The same kind of teaching is being continued now month 
by month and day by day in the Hearst journals. Its legiti- 
mate consequence, if continued, must be, other weak diij)es 
I>laying the role of Czolgosz; other McKinleys stretched 
ui)on the bier; discord and bloody strife in place of the reign 
of peace and order throughout our fair land. It is not th(' 
spirit of Washington and of Lincoln; it is the spirit of malic(^ 
for all and charity towards none; it is the spirit of anarchy, 
of communism, of Kishineff and of Bielostok. 

Men of York, do you love your country ? Are you 
not proud of your country ? Are not its liberty, its justice, 
its equal laws, the best that weak and erring men have <'ver 
yet attained in tins world ? Have not those of you who have 
come to us from other lands found better conditions of lif(\ 
better emj)loymcnt, better wages, greater i)ersonal ind(q:)eu- 
dence and dignity, better opportunities for your children 
than ever before ? Do you wish to join your voices to tliat 
which declares this freest of republics, this foremost r(\sult 
of government by the people, to be all vile and rotten and 
disgraceful ? 

The public knows the character of Mr. Hearst only by tin* 
newspapers he publishes, and God forbid that we should set- 
up in the high station of governor of New York, for tlu' 
admiration and imitation of our children, the man wliose 
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character is reflected in the columns of the New York Journal 
and the New York Americanl 

The immediate and necessary effect of Mr. Hearst’s elec- 
tion would be to deprive the President of the moral support 
of the state of New York; it would be to strengthen the 
President’s enemies and opponents and to weaken and 
embarrass him in the pursuit of his policy. 

The election of this violent extremist would inevitably 
lead to a reaction against all true reform and genuine redress 
of grievances. There is no enemy of true reform so fatal as 
sham reform; there is no enemy of the sincere and faithful 
public servant who is seeking by patient and well directed 
effort to frame and to enforce just laws, like the selfish agita- 
tor who is seeking his own advancement; there is no a\]y of 
unscrupulous wealth so potent as the violent extremist who 
drives good, honest, and conservative men away from the 
cause of true reform by the violence of his words and the 
intemperance of his excessive proposals. 

I beg the workingmen of New York who may hear or read 
my words to think upon these questions. Do you believe 
in President Roosevelt ? Do you agnx^ with his policy in 
l)ursuing and preventing corporate wrongdoing ? Do you 
wish that he may be able to continue tliat j)olicy with power 
and success ? If you do, then help him by your votes. 

I say to you, with his auihority, that he greatly desires iiie 
election of a Republican House of R<*presentativ<\s to work 
with him in the next Congress; I say to you, with his aiitlior- 
ity, that lie greatly desiiws the election of Mr. Hughes as 
governor of the state of New York; I say to you, with his 
authority, that he regards Mr. Ihxirst as wholly unfit to be 
governor, as an insincere, self-seeking demagogue, who is 
trying to deceive the workingmen of New York by false 
‘Statements and false promis(*s; and I say to you, with his 
authority, that he considers lliat Mr. Hearst's election would 
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be an injury and a discredit alike to honest labor and to 
honest capital, and a serious injury to the work in which he is 
engaged of enforcing just and equal laws against corporate 
wrongdoing. 

President Roosevelt and Mr. Hearst stand as far as the 
poles asunder. Listen to w^hat President Roosevelt himself 
has said of Mr. Hearst and his kind. In President Roose- 
velt's first message to Congress, in s}:)eaking of the assassin 
of McKinley, he spoke of him as inflamed “ by the reckless 
utterances of those who, on the stiimj) and in the public press, 
appeal to the dark and evil sjiirits of malice and greed, envy 
and sullen hatred. The wind is sowed by the men who preach 
such doctrines, and tliey cannot escape their share of respon- 
sibility for the whirlwind that is reaped. This applies alike 
to the deliberate demiigogue, to the exploiter of sensation- 
alism, and to the crude and foolish visionary who, for whatev<T 
reason, ayjologizes for crime or excites aimh\ss discontent.’' 

I say, by the Presidcuit’s authority, that in penning thes(‘ 
wa^rds, with the horror of IVesident McKinley’s murder fresh 
before him, he had Mr. Hearst specifically in his mind. 

And I say, by his authority, that what lie thought of Mr. 
Hearst then he thinks of Mr. Hearst now. 
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address of the secretary of state as chairman of the 

REPUBLICAN STATE C'ONVENl'ION, SARATOGA SPRINGS 
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 14, 1908 

J UST a decade has passed since we were assembled in this 
place engaged in the business of nominating Theodore 
Roosevelt for governor of New York* We are now to nomi- 
nate a successor to Cliarles E. Hughes as governor; and we 
are to perform that duty according to our wisdom, our loy- 
alty to party and to country in such a way that tlie Emjiire 
State shall surely cast her electoral vote' for the Republican 
candidate to succeed the same Theodore Roosevelt as presi- 
dent of the United States. 

May we not discern in the performan(*e of that duty an 
opportunity broader in its 8cop(\ mor(' compelling in its 
obligation than the mere attainment of local success ? ]\lay 
we not do our work here in such a way and in such a spirit 
that throughout all the country, Rejniblicans shall be insjiired 
with courage and hope, and every doubtful voter shall be 
( onvinced by proof tlial in this gre^at r(^]>resenlative slatts 
tlie home of the candidate for vice-i)r(\sident. Republicans 
are sincere in their jirofessions, loyal to their })rinci])les, unsel- 
fish in their patriotism, truly r<'presentative of the body of 
the peopU‘ and worthy of the great traditions of the party 
of Lincoln ? 

We have a record which forbids discouragement or doubt 
in the performance of our task. We can turn to th(‘ admin- 
istrations, now drawing to a close, both in the state and in 
the nation, and with confidence ask every American voter 
to say whether they have not met all the great fundamental 

2Z7 
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requisites of good government, whether they do not justify the 
belief that it is best for the country to keep in power the party 
which is responsible for them and is entitled to the credit of 
them. Have not these administrations within the state and 
in the nation been honest ? Have they not been capable ? 
Have they not been efficient ? Have they not set before all 
the people of America examples of pure, high-minded and 
patriotic service in public office ? Have they not raised the 
standard of public duty which the young men of America 
set for themselves ? Have tht'y not done us honor before 
the world ? 

These are the true tests by wdiich to determine whether it 
is wdse to continue a political party in power. It is such tests 
as these that wc all apply in our private affairs when we select 
a business agent or a trustee or a lawyer or a teacher for our 
children. Common sense dictates their ai)plication in the 
selection of our agents and trustees for public business. All 
parties make promises before election agreeable to the ear 
and satisfying to the wishes of voters; but will they keep the 
promises ? What is the evidence that they are made up of 
men who have the honest w ill, the firmness of character and 
the ability, without which such promises are wwthless ? 
Look to the record; see wliat partitas have done in the past, 
and learn there which should be trusted for the future. Look 
not to petty, refined details, but to the broad question 
wliether, taken as a whole, their wisdom, efficiency, and 
honesty in the past give promise of wisdom, efficiency, and 
honesty in the future. The answer to this question wall be 
worth more as a guide to the voters at the coming election 
than all the discussion over fine-spun theories and sanguine 
conjecturt^s that can be crowded into a presidential campaign. 

There have been two special and notable characteristics in 
which these two administrations have been alike. One is 
that they have both gone directly to the people of the coun- 
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try, to the great body of the electors tlieniselves, for their 
inspiration and their strength. Neither Governor nor Presi- 
dent has relied upon that view of expediency in the conduct 
of public affairs which is to be gained l)y secret conferences 
in closed rooms. They have construed their representation 
of the people as being immediate and witliout intervening 
authority or interpreters. Whim they have formed opinions 
as to the lines of policy whicli it was wise to follow in the 
performance of tludr duties, they have explained their 
opinions directly, tlirougli the press and through public 
speeches, to the people who elected them, and, having got 
back the peo])le\s answer, they have given due weight 
and eff(ict to it, in ae(‘ordanee with the true ])rineiples of 
representative government. 

llie second special reseml)lance is in a much more than 
ordinary vigor and sternness in the enforcement of law, 
whicli have characterized both state and national adininis- 
traiions. Does tlie constitution of tln^ state say that no 
gambling shall be allowed in the state ? Then it seems to 
I he state administration a comi>ulsory and iiievitabh' con- 
clusion to be forthwith acted upon with all the i)Ower of the 
siale, tliat such allowance must l)e stojiped at all hazards, no 
matter who is hurt or who is offerKhal. Do tlie laws of tlie 
I nited States declare that tluav shall be no diseriminalton in 
railroad rales between sliippers great or small ? Then dis- 
iriminations and rebates must be stopiied by tlie whole 
aggi’cssive force of the National Govcrnnient, wiiatever the 
cost, howeviT griaat and pow(‘rfuJ may be tlie olfend<a^s 
i)ursued, however injurious may lie tluar I'nmity. Tlie 
novelty of this strenuous law enforcement lias not consisted 
in ^q)plying any new theories of governmental control or in 
the exercise of any new powers, but rather in bri'aking uj) tlie 
J^leejiy old methods of procedure, in securing practically 
adiapiate administrative statutes to give life to the old 
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constitutional and statutory declarations of general rules 
which were by themselves ineffective, and in putting force 
and momentum into the attack on established and custom- 
ary evils. 

When continuous and widespread violations of law have 
been profitable and many persons have a special pecuniary 
interest against any interference with them, they present a 
degree of resistance to law enforcement whieli can be over- 
come only by an awakened public interest, and by a degree 
of apparent excitement which sometimes seems like undue 
violence, for force must be proportioned to resistance. It is 
impossible to burst open doors softly. An incident to this 
kind of vigorous law enforcement is the resentment arul 
revengeful feeling of the people wliose profits are interfered 
with. Of this feeling, awakened by Republi(*an law enforce 
merit, the Democratic* party now gladly takes the benefit, 
and one of the serious questions of this campaign is to be 
whether the people of the country are going to permit tla* 
Republican party to suffer for having enforced the law in 
the state and the nation, or whether they are going to back 
up law enforcement by their approval shown in tlu'ir voli*s 
for the Republican (candidates. 

In every department of the National Government since the 
decisive approval of Republican administration givam in 
the great majorities four years ago, there lias been practical 
effectiveness of action which should be liighly satisfactory to 
all the people of the country who really care about having 
the government business well and creditably done. 

The financial panic of last autumn which resulted, as so 
many panics liave before, from reckless extravagance and 
wild speculation, was cheeked by the firm hand and clear 
understanding of national financial administration. Confi- 
dence was restored. The panic has passed away, revealing 
a substantial business soundness and widely diffused wealth 
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throughout the country, unprecedented in our history and 
the result of a long period of wise and able Republican 
administration; and the Republican Congress, against much 
Democratic opposition, has enacted a wise law to make 
such a panic as that impossible in the future. 

Our War De})artment has continued to be an agent for 
peace and for the spread of AnuTican ideals of ordered lib- 
erty. The Filipinos, already initiated by us in the practice 
of local self-government in their harrios and provinces, have 
now been taught the first step towards national self-govern- 
ment by the successful inauguration of the Philippine 
Legislative Assembly. 

Cuba has been pacified. Her armies, on the verge of 
bloodshed, have been induced to lay down their arms, and, 
under the intervening government and guidance of tlie 
United States, througli perfectly peaceful and orderly elec- 
tions, Cuba is about to embark in her s('cond attempt at 
independent self-governmcait. 

Under the medical officers of the army the Istlinius of 
Panama, where pestilcru'e had ruled for centuries and work- 
men died like flies, has l>cen made healthful and safe; yellow 
fever has been banished, malaria has been reduced and the 
death rate among tlie thirty thousand employees engaged in 
the canal work has been rcduc(Hl to the ordinary average' 
level of our American cities. Under tlie engineer officers of 
the army the work of excavation and construction is pro- 
gressing with a rapidity never before known upon any work in 
the world, and the simple continuance of the present condi- 
tions will within the next seven years crown the work by tlu' 
completion of the canal, to the iini'ierishable honor of 
America as a benefactor of civilization. What will happen 
if tlie American people change the administration with all the 
chances of incapacity, inexperience and doubtful experiment 
no one can forecast. 
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The extraordinary voyage of our battlesliip fleet, circum- 
navigating South Ajnerica, to the extreme northern boundary 
of our western coast, across the wide Pacific to far-off New 
Zealand and Australia, and so along its way around the 
world, has evoked much discussion as to both political and 
naval policy. In both of these tht' developments of the voy- 
age have shown that the policy of the Administration was 
sound and far-siglited. TheiXi is one other thing which the 
voyage has show n beyond peradventure; it is tliat there has 
been only sound and honest work under the Navy- Dejjart- 
ment in construction, in equipment and in training. The 
unexampled test to which tins fleet has been sul)jected 
absolutely excludes any possibility of graft or slackness or 
false pretense in naval administration. 

The Post Office Department has increased its receipts from 
$S2,0()o,4()2.73 in 1897 to $183,.785,005.57 in 1907. It has 
increased the number of pieces handled from 5,781,002,143 
in 1897 to 12,255,00(5,307 in 1907. It has increased the Rural 
Free Delivery routes from 83 in 1897 to 37,728 in 1907, and 
39,270 in 1908, .serving sixteen million people, while it has 
decreased the number of post offic'cs from 70,945 in 1901 to 
02,059 in 1907. The great increase in circulation of news- 
papers and magazim's along the Rural Free Delivery routes, 
the bringing of up-to-ilate information about markets and 
improvements and currtnt events to the farmer, the relief to 
tile isolation of farm life, all testif,y to the wisdom of this 
lieneficent Republican policy', which had its origin under 
President McKinli'y and its great develoiiment under Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. Tin* Post Offict' Di'partnumt has effected a 
saving of nearly five millions a year by reform in the w'eighing 
of railway mails. It has almost completed the list of parcel- 
post conv<-ntions with the other nations of the world. It has 
given security of tenure to good postmasters, has reduced 
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tlie hours of labor and has increased the promptness and 
efficiency of the service. 

The Department of Justice has borne the burden of vast 
and complicated litigation necessary to the legal assault upon 
widespread and deeply intrenched abuses defended by wealth 
and influence and power in many fields. By investigations 
and suits and prosecutions it has substantially put an end to 
the almost universal pi’actice of railroad rebates. It has 
halted and made it plain that if allowed to continue in the 
same way it will inevitably end the oppressive and unfair 
practices through which great combinations of capital have 
been acquiring monopolies and crushing weaker competitors. 
It has compelled the land thieves and timber thieves who had 
fastened themselves upon the grc'at government domains 
in the West to give up their plunder. By prosecutions under 
the penal clauses of the postal laws it has put an end to 
lotteries in the United States. It has conducted an effec- 
tive t;ampaign against the practice of peonage, a thin disguise 
und('r which slavery was again reappeiuing in ci^rtain regions 
of tlie South. Under the wise policy of recent Republican 
legislation it has asserted the Amine of American citizenship 
by .scrutinizing for the first time in our history the proceed- 
ings in the multitude of courts whieli have power to grant 
naturalization, and by prosecuting the fraudulent practices 
under which, unchecked, the liberality of the United States 
towards the immigrant had so often Ix'en abused. By active 
proc('edings it has given new life to tlie eight hour labor and 
contract labor provisions of the Federal statutes. It has 
enforced the ordinary laws and conducted the ordinary legal 
biasiness of the Govi'rnimmt faithfully and effectively. 

In the Departments of the Interior and Agriculture' a new 
era has bexin inaugurated, of jirotection, preservation, and 
enlargement of the natural wealth of the United States. 
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The reclamation of the arid lands of the West by irrigation 
was provided for by the act of the Republican Congress of 
June 17, 1902, a fitting supplement to that other great Repub- 
lican measure, the homestead law. Under that act more 
than 25,000,000 acres of desert lands are being rapidly con- 
verted into fruitful farms, without entailing the ultimate 
cost of a dollar to the national treasury. Twenty -five irriga- 
tion projects are under construction. On the first of January 
last, 1,881 miles of canals had been dug; 281 great dams and 
other large structures for the storage and utilization of water 
had been built; 42,447,000 cubic yards of earth and rock had 
been excavated; thirteen and a half miles of tunnels had been 
driven, and already, with practically all of the projects still 
uncompleted, eight new towuis have been established and 
over fourteen thousand of our people have made new homes 
on the reclaimed land. 

The forest policy of R(‘i)ublican administration under the 
Department of Agricullure has b<‘en far in advance of the 
general public appreciation of its importance. Over lOG,- 
000,000 acres of [public forest land have been placed under 
tlic administration of the forest service, and by stricrt and will 
organized supervision are preserved from spoliation and from 
fire as great reservoirs of water supply for the interests of 
navigation, irrigation, power, and domestic use. The forests 
are not only i)res(Tved, but they are used for grazing where 
they can be grazAxl without injury, and for cutting the ripe 
timber that t^an be cut without injury. 4die cost of super- 
vision, protection, and utilization Ivas risen as the area set 
aside has increased, from $350,000 in 1904 to $1,790, 078. 79 
in 1907, but the receipts from the sale of timber and grazing 
have risen from $58,436.19 in 1904 to $1,571,059.44 in 
1907, so that the service is already almost self-supporting. 
Sixty-seven million acres of public lands underlaid by coal 
which under former practices would have been sold at a small 
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minimum price, and, too often, have been taken up by fraudu- 
lent entries as agricultural lands for the benefit of some cor- 
poration or syndicate, have been withdrawn from entry. 
Fifty million acres of the lands thus withdrawn have been 
examined and valued by the Geological Survey, and restored 
to public purchase as coal lamls at a true and reasonable 
valuation. At fifteen hundred stations throughout the 
United States the flow of streams has been gauged and a 
knowledge of their flood and low stages and average discharge 
has been obtained tlirough the Geological Survey. These 
investigations have shown wlien^ millions of wasted horse- 
power can be utilized, and at tlie same time dc^structive floods 
controlled and an equal flow of watcT preserved for the uses 
of navigation in the East and irrigation in the West. 

The grazing lands of the pulilic domain had been greatly 
<mcroache(i ui)on by the gn^at (‘alile owntTs, and during the 
f)ast five years fences unlawfully enclosing public lands have 
been removed from 3,518,583 acres a nd action has l>ecn taken 
to remove such enclosures from an additional 3,733, 180 acres. 
During the i)ast eiglit years over a million dollars have been 
collected by tlie Departments of tlie Interior and of Justices 
in penalties for timber tresj)asses. For all sorts of offenses 
aimed at the j)ul)Iic domain during that period over three 
thousand indictments have been found; over 870 convictions 
liave been had and over 250 j)rison sentences liave been im- 
posed. Within the same period 7,874 fraudukait land entrit^s 
have been cancelhxl, restoring to public entry over 2,250,840 
acres. Government initiative and Government activity in 
the conservation of our national resources have awak<‘iu‘d the 
whole country to a sense of the wastefulness which h;is 
depleted our wealth in the past and the necessity of (^conomy 
in the future. 

In the meantime the Department of Agriculture is increas- 
ing the value of every acre of land by scientific researches 



236 


POLITICAL ADDRESSES 


and experiments and practical instruction which are teaching 
our people to make their land more productive and to combat 
the enemies of animal and plant life. Careful, well organized 
and systematic inspection and supervision under the meat 
inspection law and the pure food law of 1906, have restored 
the credit of our meat products and are protecting our people 
from fraudulent and adulterated foods. 

The Department of Commerce and Labor has, for the first 
time, established immediate and practical cooperation be- 
tween the Government and the organized commercial bodies 
of the country. It is sifting with greater efficiency than ever 
before, under the recent legislation of Congress, the crowds 
of inimigrants who come to our ports, and excluding crimi- 
nals, paupers, the diseased, and contract laborers. It is 
bringing publicity into the wwkings of the great corporations. 
It is investigating the conditions surrounding woman and 
child labor in tlie TJnited States. It is keeping the producers 
and merchants of the country constantly fully informed as 
to the markets and trade conditions of the (uitire world. 

All of these Departments are performing witli integrity 
and efficiency the vast mass of ordinary duties of govern- 
ment devolving upon them, those duties which are so incon- 
spicuous and unnoticed, but so important for the welfare of 
the country. Search where you may, in no private business, 
corporate or individual, in this or any other countiy, can be 
found a higher standard of integrity, fidelity, and com|)ctency 
than exists today in the Government of the United States 
in all its Departments. 

Our eoimtry has not lived imto itself alone. It is at peace 
with all the world, but it is not the peace of isolation. We 
have grown so great that we are touching elbows with the 
people of every other country. Our vast trade seeks every 
market; our millions of immigrants maintain ties of citizen- 
ship or relationship with every country; our travellers throng 
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every foreign highway. We could not, if we would, escape 
from the responsibilities, the duties and the opportunities, of 
active membership in the community of nations. On that 
great international field we must play our part, whether we 
will or no. We must maintain and enlarge our trade; we 
must protect our citizens, native and naturalized, in every 
right; we must cstablisli and maintain a strength of i^otential 
defense which shall discourage ])redatory attacks that our 
wealth would otherwise invite; we must render justice to all 
countries and to their people, so that tliere shall be no just 
cause for assaults upon us; avc must promote friendly inter- 
course and better knowledge between our jieople and all 
others, so that there shall be no quarrels born of misunder- 
standing. Beyond all this, we must do our part according to 
the measure of our wealth and pow<T, to promote the pea(‘c 
of the world, to encourage and to aid the weak, th<^ unfortu- 
nate and the undeveloped peopl(\s of mankind along the 
pathway of civilization, and to spnnid throughoul: llie world 
the ordered liberty and justice' wdiich has bevii our lieritage. 

In these things we have not failed. In the second greNit 
Peace Conference at The Hague tlie American representa- 
tives bore their part of useful se^rvice with distinction, arid 
contributed in full measure to the results of the Conference, 
which constitute one of the greatest advances ever made 
towards the reasonable and peaceable regulation of interna- 
tional conduct. Twelve treaties agreed ujion at that Con- 
ference all designed to reduce tln^ proliability or mitigate the 
horrors of war have been apiiroved by the Senate and ratified 
by the President. 

Following the Conference, the United States has put itself 
definitely upon the basis of the peaceful settlement of inter- 
national disputes by concluding general treaties of arliitra- 
tion with England, France, Spain, Portugal, the Netlua-lands, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Italy, Mexico, and 
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Japan. AH of these have been confirmed by the Senate, and 
many others are in course of negotiation. 

Threatened tariff wars between the United States and 
Germany and the United States and France have been 
averted by commercial agTcements under the power con- 
ferred upon the President in the third section of the Dingh-y 
tariff act. 

The long unsettled questions with Canada have been car- 
ried far along the way towards a conclusion. Under one 
treaty already made a commission is disposing of the last 
remaining questions of doubt and dispute along our thrcx* 
thousand miles of boundary. Under another treaty a com- 
mission is framing joint international regulations for the 
f) reservation of the food supi)ly in the Great Lakes and other 
boundary wiiters. ITnder a tliird treaty we have agreed uj)on 
the submission to The Hague Tribunal of the C(aitury-old 
controversies relating to the Ni^wffoundland fisheries, while 
pending this arbitration, from year to year, our fisln^nncn are 
protected in tluMr rights by a friendly inodvs vivendi. 

In China the l)oycott against American goods caused by 
Cliinese exclusion has been abandoned, and China is herself 
giving valuable aid tow ards pr<wenting the emigration of her 
coolies to AnuTica. Umler autliorily of (^ongreSwS we are 
about remitting all the punitive part of tlie indemnity stipu- 
lated for after the Boxer rebellion, and the Chinese Govern- 
ment is of its own motion formulating a plan to apply the 
remitted part of the indemnity to the sending of Cdiinesc 
stmhmts aimually to be educated in the United States. 

All the wild outcries of the sensational press at home 
and al)road have failed to destroy the good underslanding 
between the Governments of Japan and of the United States. 
'The difficulties wdiich arose in San Francisco have been dis- 
posed of. The two Governments are actively cooperating 
with perfect mutual understanding for the prevention of 
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Japanese labor immigration into the United States. Our 
treaty of arbitration ratified during the past summer was 
followed by a treaty for the mutual prott'ction of trade marks, 
copyrights and patents in China. On the special invitation 
of Japan we are making preparations to participate on a scale 
which we have never before attempted, in her great inter- 
national exposition which is to mark the fiftieth anniversary 
of the accession of her Emperor; and upon the special invi- 
tation of Japan our fleet is about to visit the harbor of Tokyo 
where it will be received with a hospitality not marred by a 
single discordant note. 

Our course in the Pan American Conference at Rio de 
Janeiro in 1906 and the friendly intercourse whicli has fol- 
lowed have dispelled the suspicion and distrust with wliich 
ive were once regarded by the ].)eopIe of Latin AnuTica, and 
with the single excerption of tlie irr(rsponsil)le and abnonmil 
dictator of Venezuela, genuine friendship and good-will 
bridge' the gulf of race and language between ourselves and 
every people of the western lu'mispluTe. 

Regarding tlie countries about the (hiribl)ean Sea, whose' 
nearness to tlie Panama canal route makes tlieir fortunes of 
special interest to us, we liav(' developed and followed a 
definite course of policy whi(*h may be d<'scril)ed by saying. 

We do not wu*sh to take possession of any of those countries 
ourselves; we are not w illing to have any other foreign nation 
take possession of tliem; and to prevent the m'cessil.y of tlie 
one or the j)ossibility of th(' otluT, we do wish to help them 
govern themselves in peace and order and prosperity.’’ 

That is tlie key to our treatment of Culia. Under iluit 
policy we have made a treaty with San Domingo under 
wdiich the presence of a single American civil oflici'r, as 
rc'ceiver of customs, wntli the moral pown'r of tlie Unit(‘d 
States behind him to demonstrate the hopelessness <.)f any 
attempt at revolution, has substitut(Hl uninterru|)t('d peace 
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for continuous turmoil and bloodshed, has more than doubled 
the Government revenues, has brought about an adjustment 
of the debt and a restoration of solvency, and has established 
a revival of industry and of commerce. Under the same 
policy we have been collaborating with Mexico, once an 
enemy and now a close and valued friend, to mitigate the 
conditions of revolution and war among the Central Ameri- 
can states; and a peace conference during the past winter, 
under the guidance of the two greater countries, has resulted 
in a series of treaties and the establishment of an interna- 
tional Central American court for the settlement of dif- 
ferences — substantial advances along the slow and difficult 
pathway to established order. 

In the meantime the reorganization of our consular service 
and the practice of promotion for merit in the diplomatic 
service has increased the efficiency and usefulness of all 
our representatives abroad. We contributed substantially 
towards maintaining the peace of Europe in the C^^nference* 
at Algeciras, and the greatest war of modern times was (md(Ml 
when Japan and Russia were brought together under the 
congenial influence of American conciliation in the Treaty 
of Portsmouth. 

The prosperity and well-being of our people as a whole 
correspond to tlie efficiency of the Government, which justly 
r<'prcsents them. Never anywhere in the long history of 
mankind's struggles for better conditions, has tliere been 
among so many millions of people so great a diflfusion of 
wealtli, such universal comfort of living, such ready rewards 
for industry and enterprise, such unlimited opportunities for 
education and individual advancement and such indepen- 
dence and dignity of manhood as in our country now. 

We are all familiar with the amazing statistics that mark 
our prosperity. Our foreign trade last year amounted to 
$ 8 , 315 , 272 , 503 . The balance of trade in our favor last year 
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was $446,429,653, and in the last four years it has amounted 
to $1,825,520,202. The value of our farm products last year 
was $3,958,000,000. According to the last census there were 
5,739,657 separate farms, and the live stock upon those 
farms is valued at $4,331,230,000. Tlie value of our manu- 
factured products in 1905 amounted to $16,866,703,985. 
Our bank deposits of all kinds last year amounted to $13,077,- 
330,466. There were last year in the United States 8,588,- 
811 savings bank depositors, with an aggregate deposit of 
$3,495,410,087. During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1906, 
there were instructed in the schools of the United States 
18,434,847 scholars, and of these 210,333 were students in 
universities, colleges, professional and technical scliools. 
Churches and hospitals and libraries abound. Associations 
for mutual aid and for public benefit number their members 
and their revenues by millions. Our people an^ k(‘enly alive 
to the j)iiblic interest and competent for the discussion of 
|)ublic questions. Expression of o{)inion is free: as the air we 
breathe. R(\spect for law is general; disregard of it is the 
rare exception. At no time* and in no country has mere 
wealth secured for its possessor less public consideration or 
have the higli qualitj(*s of personal manhood availed so mucli 
for honor and opportunity. 

Government did not make these conditions, but they 
would have been impossible without wise and good govern- 
ment, and wise and good government is nec(\ssary to their 
continuance. Let us all put our shoulders to the wheel of 
reform. Let us press along in the jjatli of progress, constantly 
improving conditions and leaving no class or condition of 
men who do not share in the improvement; but Ivt us not 
forget that true reform proceeds, not by overturning or 
(lestroying in order to substitute the conjectural future of 
sanguine theory, but always by building steadily" and surely 
on the safe foundations of all that is good in the present. 
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Wisdom, skill, experience in the operations of government, 
practical capacity combined with honest purpose are neces- 
sary to make true reform effective. Without these, declara- 
tions and public speeches, however eloquent, and proposals, 
however attractive, are mere words and will never be realized. 
The substantial question for the voters to answer in Novem- 
ber is, how shall w<‘ secure a continuance of the good govern- 
ment under which we have attained to all our blessings; how 
select public agents who will maintain the peace and order 
and prosperity we now have; and at the same time press 
forward and make practically effective the reforms which this 
Republican Administration has inaugurated, and upon the 
value and beneficence of which all parties are agreed. 

Plainly the true successor to this great duty is Secretary 
Taft. His wise experience and long years of successful ser- 
vice under heavy responsibilities as jurist, legislator, admin- 
istrator, his intimate acquaintance with the public affairs 
of our country, internal and external, prove his wisdom, liis 
skill, and his capacity. 4die confidenc*e and sympathy and 
intimate association with which he lias stood by and aided 
President Roosevelt in every stage of the policies which by 
the common consent of both parties now lie before us to be 
continued and developed in [iractical effc'ctiveness, indicate 
liim as the best {possible man to continue those [lolicies. Tht‘ 
character that we know so well, with its courage, firmness, 
and energy, its unselfishness, modesty, franknt\ss, and honor 
assures us of his honest purpose and his eminent fitness for the 
greatest of offices. 

The Democratic party announces as the issue of this cam- 
paign upon which it asks the voters of the country to take 
the powers of administration and legislation away from the 
party that has thus proved its competency, and to emliark 
upon the experiment of Democratic control — as th(‘ 
overshadowing issue ” the question Shall the people rule ? 
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Do not the people rule ? This is a representative govern- 
ment. It surely is not proposed to do away with representa- 
tion and have eighty -five millions of people make and execute 
their laws directly, without the intervention of legislative and 
executive agents. Are not the laws being made and executed 
by the agents whom the people have selected for that pur- 
pose ? I find that by the lawful returns of the last presi- 
dential election Theodore Roosevelt received 2,541,296 more 
votes for tlic Presidency than Alton B. Parker. Has he not 
a good title to the office ? Are not the people ruling through 
him, their chosen Executive, so far as his part of the govern- 
ment is concerned ? Has not every congressional district 
been represented in Congress by the man whom a niajorily 
of its voters selected ? Is not every state represented in the 
Senate by Senators chosen by its own legislature, selectiHl 
by the people of the state for the performance of that very 
duty ? 

But Mr. Bryan gives specifications. He says there are 
three reasons why tlie people do not rule. 

First, because there is corrupt use of monej^ at elections. 
Does he mean to say that the two millions and a half of votes 
wdiich constituted Mi\ Roosevelt’s majority were bought; 
that to such a frightful extent the Americ^an electorate' is 
venal ? Does he produce any evidence of such a cliarge' ? 
Not the slightest. Does he produce' any facts teneling to 
sustain even a suspicion of the justice of sucli a charge* ? 
None whatever. For one, I de'iiy its truth, and I assert tliat 
American elections are fair anel lioiie'st elections, and that tlic 
Government in Washington has been wie'lding the powers 
vested in it under tlie Constitution by the clear and unques- 
tionable will of the people of tlie United States. Cairqiaign 
funds were raised and used in the last election by both partie s, 
as they ought to have been raised and used. Mr. Bryaids 
managers are appealing for contributions of campaign funds 
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today. The universal and intelligent discussion of great 
questions of public policy by the American people during a 
presidential campaign is the most useful and the most hope- 
inspiring school of government in the world. It is that which 
makes the people ever more competent to govern justly and 
wisely. No money expended to promote that great exercise 
of governing intelligence is ill-spent; and to furnish eighty- 
five million people with material for discussion, to reach 
them with information and argument and refutation of 
argument, and appeals, through public speech and tlirough 
the mails and private canvass, requires organization, the 
labor of thousands of men and the expenditure of great sums. 
The repetition of small expenses among a great multitude of 
people spread over a vast territory mounts up with a rapidity 
difiieult to realize. The postage on a single letter mailed to 
eac^h of the fourteen million voters of the country amounts 
to $280,000. To sucli proper and useful purposes and to such 
purposes only was the Republican campaign fund of the last 
election devoted. 

The si^cond reason why Mr, Brj^an says the people do not 
rule is that we have not direct election of Senators, and he 
holds the Republican party responsible for not having pro- 
cured an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States to provide for that. There is no more necessity for an 
amendment to the Constitution providing for the direct 
eh'ction of Senators than there is for an amendment to the 
Constitution providing for the direct election of President. 
If the people of any state wish any particular man to 1)0 
chosen as Senator, they have only to instruct their legisla- 
ture, as the people of a considerable number of states make 
it their practice to do now, and no legislature will ever for a 
moment think of disobeying the instructions any more than 
presidential electors violate their obligations. The proposed 
amendment is simply to enable the people of each state to 
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escape from the performance of the duty of electing a legis- 
lature that can be trusted. Are we prepared to abandon the 
performance of that duty ? Are we to assume that our state 
legislatures must necessarily and for all time be unfit to 
represent the people of the state ? If so, what becomes of 
the government of the state ? Is that with all its multitude 
of important duties to be left unfit ? If any state legislature 
cannot now be trusted, the true reform would seem to be in 
the direction of selecting the legislature. 

Speaking for myself alone, I believe that the selection of 
legislative candidates by direct primaries would be a mate- 
rial improvement, and would greatly increase tlie sense of 
immediate responsibility to their constituents on the part of 
the members of th(^ state legislatures. In such primaries the 
voters could instruct their candidates if they saw fit and as 
they saw fit, regarding the selection of S(aiators. But that 
is a question the people of each state can settle for themselves 
Avitliout any amendment of the Constitution, and howcwer 
they settle it, they rule in the way they i)ref(a' to rule. If any 
legislature under the Constitution does not choose a Scaiator 
who properly represents the people of the state, it is because 
the people of the state have faihnl in their duty in the selec- 
tion of their legislature. Let them perform thc'ir duty under 
the Constitution as it is, rather than clamor for an amendment 
to the (h)nstitution to enable them to escap(‘ that duty. In 
th(' long run, to secure good government we must ultimately 
come down to the faithful j)erformance of duty by the pi^ople 
of the country at tlie polls, and no expedient or change of 
form will take the place of that perfonnance. 

The third reason why the peoi>le do not rule, says Mr. 
Bryan, is to be found in tlje rules of the House of Bepresen- 
tatives. The Denver convention declared in its j)Iatform 
that it observed with amazement the popular branch of our 
Federal Government helpless to obtain either the considera- 
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tion or enactment of measures desired by a majority of its 
members/’ Who makes the rules of the House of Represen- 
tatives ? Wliy, a majority of its members, and a majority 
can change them as it will. Manifestly, there must be rules 
to control the conduct of the business of the House, or no 
business could be done. Over thirty thousand bills were 
introduced in the last session of Congress, and there arc three 
hundred and eighty-six members. If one-tenth of the mem- 
bers had attempted to speak five minutes each on one-tentli 
of the bills that were introduced, working eight hours a day 
for the average legislative session and permitting the trans- 
action of no other business, they would have been speaking 
still, and the term of office of the entire Congress would expire 
before one-fourth of the one-tenth could be heard. Plainly 
there must l)e rules to limit oratory, to provide for the selec- 
tion of the measures which shall come up for discussion, and 
to provide for the transaction of the real business of legisla- 
tion. All legislative bodies have to ado]>t such rules, and th(‘ 
larger the body the more necessary are the rules and the more 
stringent they have to be. It is an invariable incident to the 
transaction of all legislative business that from time to time 
members who are not allowed to talk as long and as often as 
they please to the exclusion of others, and who cannot 
the measure they are particidarly interested in acted upon in 
preference to othc*r measures, rise up and cry out against tlie 
rn](‘s, as the Democrats are crying out against them now. 
The real trouble is that tli(^ Democrats in the House of Rep- 
resentatives are a minority and cannot have their own way 
because thc'y are a minority. The real Democratic grievance 
is, not that the majority does not rule, but that it does rule. 
The rules at present in force in the House of Representatives 
are those adopted under Speaker Reed when the Democratic 
members of the House had stopped all public business by 
refusing to answer to their names and insisting that unless 
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they answered, although personally present, they could not 
be counted as making up a quorum. The amazement with 
which the Democratic party observes that those rules are 
still in force must be greatly increased by the knowledge of 
the fact that the same rules were continued and enforced by 
the Democratic House under the Democratic speaker, Mr. 
Crisp, when they succeeded to the Republican House over 
which Mr. Reed presided. 

Consideration of the paramount issue now proposed by the 
Democracy, Shall the j)eople rule ? forces the conclusion 
that the draftsmen of the Democratic platform are to be 
acquitted of the offense of insulting the intc'Iligence of the 
American people by a piece of cheaj) buncombe, only because 
they have fallen into the confusion which l)eset the thn^e 
tailors of Tooley Street, who began their j)roc]amation Wc 
the people of Enghind ’h and that they think the people do 
not rule because they do not themselves rule. 

The Democratic j)latforni assails the Republican National 
Administration for the increase in the nuinbiT of office- 
holders and the great expenditures of the Government, which 
tlie platform characterizes as extravagant. It demands that 
the National Government shall do a great varietj^ of tilings 
which can be done only through the employment of numerous 
agents and the expenditure of great sums of money, but it 
declares the employment of the agents and the expenditure 
of the money to be unjustifiable and <\xtravagant. It giv<‘s 
specifically th(' number of office-holders added and the miin- 
lier of million dollars expended, but is silent as to the work 
iliat has been aecomplislu'd. In lh(^ numbers so given by I he 
Democratic platform are included the carric^rs who deliver 
the mails upon the thirty-nine thousand rural fre(‘ delivery 
routes. Would the Democratic party discharge tliem from 
office and stoj) the rural free delivery ? If not, is it honest 
for its platform to invite the condemnation of the people for 
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the addition of these thirty-nine thousand letter-carriers 
without disclosing what they were for ? The increase of 
expense which it declares to be extravagant includes the 
cost of the Panama CanaL Would it stop work on the 
Canal ? If not, is it honest to include that cost in the figures 
of added expense which it calls extravagance and not dis- 
close the purpose for which the expense was added ? The 
employment of agents and the expenditure of money made 
necessary in the prosecution of trusts, the regulation of rail- 
roads, the prevention of rebates, the restoration of public 
lands, the conservation of natural resources, the regulation 
of immigration and of naturalization, the improvement of 
agriculture, the upbuilding of the navy, the extension of our 
foreign trade, all the vast activities of the National Govern- 
ment along the very lines that the Democratic party is 
insisting upon, are included in these figures which the Demo- 
cratic platform charges as extravagance without one word to 
indicate what is the fact, that full and n{^cessary service was 
rendered by every additional officer and full value received 
for every dollar. The expenditures of the present Republican 
Administration have been well within the means of the 
country, and there remains to it in the Treasury a surplus 
of revenues collected during this Administration over and 
above the ex|)enditures. Every additional office-holder 
employed and every dollar of increase of expenditure have 
been autlioriztxl by the direct rei)resentatives of the people 
of the United States in Congress as being wdse expenditure in 
the public interest. Every dollar has been honestly expended 
in accordance with that authority, and in charging extrava- 
gance by a mere stateimmt of the amount expended and the 
number of officers employed, without any reference to what 
was accomplished, the Democratic party must stand con- 
victed of an attempt to mislead the people of the United 
States by the mere force of large figures. 
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The Democratic platform charges also that the action of 
the present Chief Executive in using the patronage of his 
high oflSce to secure the nomination of Mr. Taft to the Presi- 
dency is a violation of the spirit of our institutions/^ Is 
there a man of full age in the United States who does not 
know that the power which Mr. Roosevelt brought to the 
support of Mr. Taft’s candidacy was not patronage but his 
extraordinary and phenomenal popularity and leadership 
among the masses of the people of the country, a i)opularity 
of which Mr. Bryan is now attempting to secure the benefit 
by declaring himself Mr. Roosevelt’s natural successor ? Is 
there one who does not know that if Mr. Roosevelt had 
desired to perpetuate his power, he could have been nomi- 
nated by raising his finger, and that his advocacy of Mr. 
Taft’s nomination was because it was necessary for him to 
secure the nomination of sonu^ one in order to prevent his 
own nomination ? Is there one who does not believe in his 
heart of hearts that the selection of Mr. Taft l)y Mr. Roose- 
velt as his candidate for the Presidency at tlie very moiiKuit 
when he himself was thrusting aside the Presidiuicy, w^as 
with the honest purjiose to secure the liest possiliU^ adminis- 
trator of the great policies tliat were dear to his heart ? Is 
it to a dishonest purpose tliat Mr. Bryan claims to be th<‘ 
Iieir, and is it possilile to ascribe a d<\sire to perjietuate ])er- 
sonal power to the man who held the highest jiow er in his 
grasp and rejected it ? 

It is but a short time sinci' these sariK* voici's of dclraclion 
were charging the President with the imrpose of usurping 
supreme and perpetual autliority for liimself. Yet lu^ has 
proved himself capable of a renunciation of power exct^I)- 
tional in history, and has contributed to our system of 
government a precedent which forever sets a limit ujion the 
continuance of the presidential ofiice. It is but a. short time 
since these same voices were heard declaring that the Presi- 
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dent’s character was so rashly belligerent that his Presidency 
would involve the country in certain war. Yet he has proved 
to be the greatest peacemaker of his generation. 

Mr. Biyan charges that the Republican party is respon- 
sible for the abuses of corporate wealth. As well might he 
charge that the man who plants cotton is responsible for the 
boll weevil, or that the man who plants fruit trees is respon- 
sible for the San Jose scale. Until the millennium has brought 
the eradication of human selfishness and greed, social abuses 
will come according to the shifting conditions of the times. 
Adversity iirid prosperity, wealth and poverty have each their 
own kinds of abuse. Constant vigilance and constant activ- 
ity to meet and put an end to abuses as they arise is the 
task of government and of good citizenship ; but the work is 
never finished. The Republican party has produced the 
conditions which have made our great prosperity i)ossible, 
and it is dealing with the evils which liave been incident to 
that prosperity w ith vigor and eff('ctiveness. 

There are two substantial proposals made by the Demo- 
cratic party as to t he policy which it will follow if it is brought 
into power. 

One is that it w ill wipe out the protective tariff and sub- 
stilutx" a tariff for revenue only. I shall not discuss that 
j)roi)osition, but it ought not to be forgotten. The eleven 
years w'hich have passed sin(*e the Dingley tariff was enacted 
have brouglit about many chang<\s in the conditions to 
which th(^ tariff hiw is a]>i>lied. Many of tliese chang(\s have 
resulted from the very prosy^erity whicli the protection 
afforded by the tariff has produced. In the nature of things, 
such changes must occur, and from time t(j tiim^ ev('ry tariff 
must be revised and adapted to the new conditions. As the 
period of revision, howxwer, is alw^ays one of uncertainty and 
a consequent injury to business, revisions ought not to b(' 
made too often, or upon slight grounds. The Republican 
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party has not considered that sufficient grounds for thus 
disturbing business have existed lieretofore. It considers 
that sufficient grounds do now exist and it has pledged itself 
ininiediately after the fourth of March next to devote an 
extraordinary session of Congress to making such a revision 
in accordance with the true principles of protection. One of 
the questions that must be determined by the coming elec- 
tion is whetlKa' we sliall have such a revision, or whether we 
sliall have the i)rinci])le of probation abandoned and a new 
tariff enacted in accordance with the principles of free trade, 
and containing only su(*h duti<\s as are necessary to raise 
revenue for the support of the Government without any 
protective purpose. 

The last time the Democratic party was in power it 
attempted such a change of policy and the r<\sult was the Wil- 
son-Gorman tariff of 1893. The very threat of sucli a pro- 
c*<Kxling at that time stopped business, closed the mills, threw 
millions of men out of employment and was accompanied by 
universal busin(\ss depression and disaster. Are we ready to 
re])eat that experience now% as we surely shall if we i>ut the 
Dc'inocratic j)arty in |)Ower ? 

The other proposition of th(‘ Democratic platform is to 
i'equire all national banks to guarantee the pa;>mient of 
'deposits by alt other national banks, ddiis is anotln'r patent 
financial nostruin, advertised to catcli tlu' fancy of the mulli- 
tnde; and it should be siippressial undv^r the pure food law 
until it is correctly labelled, a measure to compi'l legitima ti^ 
business to Ixxir tin." rislvs of s]X'Culation.” It might well t)e 
(‘ailed a measure to destroy thx' national banking system, for 
who will wish to invest his money in a business w here it is not 
meixdy subject to the risks assumed by the men wliom he and 
liis associates select to manage it, but is subject also to l)c 
called upon for the payment of an unlimited amount of 
debts of an indefinite number of persons over whom and 
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whose obligations he and his associates have no control 
whatever ? 

A bank deposit is a very simple business transaction. The 
depositor in effect loans his money to the bank, which bor- 
rows it upon a promise to repay it on the lender’s order, with 
or without a stipulated interest. Banks seldom fail to pay 
the debts thus contracted. Although the deposits are ordi- 
narily many times the capital, losses are exceedingly small. 
The principal reason why this is so is that bankers are 
ordinarily men who have established a good reputation in the 
community for honesty and business sense. People ordinarily 
will not risk their money by lending it to men who have not 
these claims to confidence. Under the law any one who can 
furnish $25,000 can start a bank, but in i)ractice, as a rule 
no one can start a bank who cannot also furnish a character 
which leads the community to trust him and de|)osit tlieir 
money with him. If, however, the sound and honest banks 
of the country guarantee the debts of every bank, a well 
earned reputation for honesty and busim^ss judgment will 
no longer be necessary as a part of the banker’s capital. 1 1 
will no longer be necessary for the community to consider 
whetlier a banker is honest or not. Any scalawag can start 
a bank and obtain deposits on the credit of all the banks oF 
the country. Any one who wishes to use funds in speculative 
enterprises can sLirt a bank, invite deposits and thus borrow 
money on the credit of the entire banking capital of the 
United States. With such opportunities who can doubt that 
the standard of character of the bankers of the country would 
deteriorate and the use of banking funds for speculative 
enterprises would increase and that the losses which the 
honest bankers would be required to make good would 
increase correspondingly ? 

This burden would fall not merely upon the stockholders 
of the banks, but upon the depositors also. Much banking 
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capital would inevitably be driven out of the business and 
such as remained would have to make good its losses by 
reducing the rate of interest to its depositors and increasing 
the rate of interest upon loans. The profits of the banking 
business, like those of the merchant, the manufacturer, and 
the farmer, depend upon good management. The attempt to 
make all the profits of good management bear all the losses 
of bad management is a step in the socialistic process which 
would level all distinctions between thrift, enterprise, and 
sound judgment on the one hand, and recklessness, incapacity, 
and failure on the other. 

Except for campaign purposes there is no occasion for any 
such scheme. The business men of the country need no 
guarantee of bank deposits. They know with whom they are 
dealing wdien they select a bank for dc^posits, and their intel- 
ligence and knowledge of affairs are amply sufficient for tlieir 
own protection in making the selection. The wage-earni‘rs 
of the country, the multitude of people of small savings, not 
familiar with business, so far as th(y live in places where 
there are savings banks, have praciically })erfect safety for 
their deposits, and over eight and a half millions of them are 
enjoying that safety now with a good rate of interest. For 
tluun if they pr^der it, and for all those who live in places 
wliich are not accessible to savings banks, the Republican 
party proposes that the Government shall furnish a]>solute 
security through a postal savings bank, so that the wage- 
earner can deposit liis savings at the nearest post-office and 
have the guarantee of tlie Government that it shall be 
returned; but that guarantee will be accompanied by the 
]>ossession and control of the money itself, so that neither the 
depositor nor the Government can lose, lliis simj)le supi)le- 
nient to the banking and savings bank system meets every 
requirement, and, unlike the Democratic })roposal, it has 
been proved safe and practicable by the experience of many 
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countries and it violates no principle of sound finance or of 
common sense. 

What evidence of Democratic fitness to be entrusted with 
power is to be found in the record of its candidate for tlu^ 
Presidency ? It is with profound satisfaction that we recog- 
nize the purity and uprightness of Mr. Bryan’s character, 
and we cannot withhold our admiration from the skill and 
attractiveness of his oratory; but wlien a candidate for high 
office can furnish no evidence of fitness derived from tlie 
actual j)erformance of official duty, and relies entirely upon 
what he proposes to do in the future, we must test, so far as 
we can, the soundness of his judgment by the substance of his 
j)roposaIs, not by his manner of presenting them. It w^is 
skillful for Mr. Bryan to say that he is bound by the omis- 
sions of the Democratic platform as well as by what it 
contains; but wdio dictated the omissions as well as the plat- 
form ? Can an omission of today wi})e out public utterances 
of the past and remove them from memory as a basis for 
judgment ui)on the i)ublic man ? The same eloquent voice 
which now with so much confidence is telling us how tlu‘ 
Government ought to l)e conducted was luaird in Mr. Bryan’s 
(*andidacy of 1890 urging upon the American people as the 
panacx^a for all evils and an absolute necessity for our pros- 
jjta’ity, the free and unlimited coinage of silver at the ratio of 
sixteen to one. w as he right then ? Was his judgment sound 
then ? Would it havi' been wise for the people of the countr;v 
to elect liini President then in order to carry out the policy to 
wliich lie was then devoted ? 

With the same confidence during liis second candidacy h<' 
was heard to ilc'clare tliat the paramount issue before tln^ 
American people was that of imperialism. Where is that 
issue now ? However tired some Americans may be of 
the burden of the Philippines, what must be our estimate 
of the political wisdom and sense of proportion for which 
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in the year 1900 the so-called question of imperialism filled 
the horizon and obscured the sky as the one paramount 
issue before the American people ? 

On August 30, 1906, Mr. Bryan announced upon his return 
from Europe, as the result of deliberati^ reflection, that gov- 
ernment ownership of railroads was th<^ cure-all demanded 
by the public interest. T liav<' reached the conclusion,'’ he 
declared, “ that there will be no permanent relief on the rail- 
road question from the discrimination between individuals 
and between places and from extortionate rates until the 
railroads are the property of the Government and are 
operated by the Government in llie int("r<\st of the people." 
That declaration he has re})eated many times in substance. 

The Republican party believes in the n^giilation of rail- 
roads. It believes that their managiTs ought to be made and 
can be made to olx^y tlu^ law\ It lx4ie\ es that by an eriforc('- 
ment of the law, not spasmodic and sensational, but steady, 
firm and persistent, excessive and discriminating rates can Ix' 
stopped; and it is now and has been for a considerable period 
<aigaged in such enforcement witli marked efficiency and 
succ(\ss. It proposes for the IVesidency a candidate who d(‘- 
clares his pur|)ose to continue and com[)](*te tliat enforcenxait 
of the law and wliose compel laicy to do so with success has 
been j^roved. Air. Bryan does not l)i‘lieve in the rc^gulation 
of railroads. He does not believe it j)rac‘ticable. lie rc^gards it 
as bound to fail, althougli he is willing to criticize the Repul)- 
tiean j)arty for not accomplishing that vast and complicated 
task all at once. 

It is natural to observe that if the people of the country 
desire railroads to be rc'gulated, and the laws regarding tliem 
to be enforced, it would be wise to entrust that n^gidcition to 
Mr. Taft, who believes in regulation and has faitli in the wis- 
flom and effectiveness of the law, ratlier tlian to llu^ hands of 
^>Tie wlio believes that all effort to regulate must prove futile. 
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The chief importance of this subject, however, rests in 
the light it throws upon the candidate’s qualification for the 
presidential oflfice. It is an essential characteristic of our 
system of government that it aims to afford individual 
opportunity for enterprise rather than to exercise paternal 
control. Americans have all felt from the earliest times that 
undue extension of governmental power threatened liberty 
and tended to dull the initiative which has made us great as a 
nation. It has been only upon the most long continued con- 
sideration and with many doubts that we have yielded step 
by step to the enlargements of governmental regulation 
made necessary by the increasing complications of modern 
life and business. The apostle of the doctrine that the func- 
tions of government should be confined within the narrowest 
possible limits was Thomas Jefferson, whose disciple Mr. 
Bryan today professes to be. Under his inspiration the true 
Democratic party continually resisted the extension of gov- 
ernmental functions. It opposed the use of govi^rnment 
moneys for internal improvements. It opposed the building 
of the Pacific railroads. It o})posed tlie National Bank act. 
It denied tlie right of the National Governmeiit to impose a 
protective tariff. It has steadfastly maintained the broadest 
construction of state rights and t he narrowest construction of 
national rights. Yet Mr. Bryan, while inscribing the name 
of Tlioniiis JelFerson upon his standard, scadously proposes 
that the Federal Government shall not merely ri^giilate the 
operations of railroads which are engaged in interstalcj 
commerce, but shall acquire and own and operate itself all 
the great railroads of the country. Consider for a moment the 
situation which would exist in the state of New York will) 
the Federal Government owning and Federal officers in 
Washington controlling with all the rights of ownership the 
New York & New Haven, the New York Central, the West 
Shore, the Ontario & Western, the Delaware & Hudson, the 
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Delaware, Lackawanna & Western, the Erie, the Lehigh 
Valley, the Baltimore & Ohio, and the Pennsylvania railroads. 
Consider the situation in Illinois with the Government con- 
trolling all the railroads that concentrate in Chicago; in 
Missouri the railroads that center in St. Louis. Add to that 
Mr. Bryan’s proposal that no great interstate business shall 
be transacted — and all great business is interstate business 
— without the permission of the Federal Government evi- 
denced by a license; and you cannot fail to realize that he is 
prepared to see the state dwarfed into insignificance, and 
the farmer, the miner, the manufacturer, the nuTchant, all 
individual enterprise, not merely sul)jeet to restraint against 
wrongdoing, but dependent upon the Government, and upon 
a centralized Government at Washington for their very exis- 
tence. That is not reform: it is revolution. It is reversion 
to the ideas of paternal gov<Tnmcnt from wliieh America had 
happily escaped with her system of irvv individual oppor- 
tunity and enterprise and to the ideas out of which South 
America has been bravely struggling for a generation. And 
this is to be done in the name of 'Itiomas Ji'fTerson! 

Now Mr. Bryan j)roposes that under su]>ervision of the 
National Government everybody shall ])rovide for the pay- 
ment of everybody elsc’s debts by his bank deposit guaran ty 
scheme. 

Is it prudent to place in his hands tlie great power of the 
Presidency; and above all is it wise to give to him ratlna- 
than to Mr. Taft, the experienced judge, the filling of the 
four vacancies in the Supreme Court of the Tlnited States 
which may be expected during the ni'xt Administration ? 

What is furnisluxl by tlie record of the Democratic ])a.rty 
at large to sliow that it is comi)etent to maintain tlu^ j)ros- 
perity we have, and execute the i)romises of reform it I enders? 
No proof whatever of that is offered. All the evidence we 
have is the other way. The majority of us have not yet for- 
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gotten the second administration of Grover Cleveland, which 
ended only on March 4, 1897. The Democracy then had its 
opportunity to show the world what it could do with govern- 
ment, for it i)Ossessed the Executive oiBce, a majority of the 
Senate and a majority of the House. Its opportunity to 
exercise that control for the public benefit was wasted. Dis- 
cord and confusion reigned throughout the entire four years. 
Incapacity to reach practical conclusions or to take any 
effective action was demonstrated. No i)romises were kept. 
No reforms were accomplished. It became apparent that 
the sole cohesive force that bound the Democratic party 
together was the desire for office, and once in office, instead 
of progress, we had all factions j)ulling different ways, totally 
incapal>le of agreeing upon a common course of conduct. 
Tliere was but one sentiment in which a majority of the 
Democratic majority could be united; that was in hatred of 
Mr. Cleveland, and they liated him for bis virtues. His 
sturdy integrity and high courage, liis sincere convictions and 
I)atriotic purposi', his experience in government and strong 
practical sense afforded a leadership under which a parly 
caj)able of government could have done great things for the 
country. The Democratic j)arty repudiated his leadership, 
and the very men who now control that party followed him 
to his grave with depreciation and detraction. Under that 
discordant Democracy the country <lrifted through years of 
commercial depression and disaster, poverty and distress, 
without (‘ffective government, until the first election of 
McKinley and a Republican Congress placed the reins of 
power in the hands of a party competent to govern. 

Are the p<'opIe of the United States ready to repeat that 
experience of Democratic government ? 
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ADDRESS AT THE MANHAIH'AN CASINO, NEW YORK, 
OCTORER 1910 

I T often happens that the result of an election dejicnds upon 
what issues different voters think their votes will decide, 
many voting on one issue 'and many others voting upon 
another issue, with the resull that nothing is decided exeejit 
who shall hold office. The eonseciuenees of such an ehxdion 
are apt to be very different from an;) thing a majority of the 
voters really desire. 

A good many Republicans at this time seem disposed to 
go a ste}i farther and to ignore all the grave and substantial 
issues which are before the peojile of tin's statx': and to vote 
at the coming election upon no issiu' wliatev(^r but simpl;s' as 
an expression of feeling against Mr, Roosevelt, whose course 
regarding national affairs tJuw disapiirovc^ for one reason or 
another, and whom tluw desire to punish l)y defeating the 
|)arty to which they belong, in whicli tliey beli(‘ve, and which 
lliey have long loyally supported, because In': holds a dis- 
tinguished and potent place in the councils and the activities 
of the {larty. 

Tt should be observed that the d<‘claration of this intention 
cuts both ways, WhereviT a man (k^clares lu' will vote 
against the Republican ticket b<‘cause he does not like' Roose- 
velt there will be otliers wlio will vot<' for the ticle<'t because 
they do like Roosevelt and because tliey feel that with his 
tremendous force and courage and ability, lu' lias done a 
noble and much needed work for honesty, inirity, equality, 
and fre<'dom in the political life of our country. My guess 
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would be that if the issue in this state were whether Mr, 
Roosevelt has reflected credit and honor upon the Republican 
party, on our state, and on our country, or the contrary, 
there would be a very large majority in the affirmative. I am 
not, however, going to discuss that question or to discuss 
him, for there is no such issue before the people of this state. 
The false assumption that there is such an issue tends to take 
away from the cause of lionest and eft*ective and progressively 
improving government in this state many of the supporters 
to wliom that cause is entitled, and among them some of niy 
old and valued friends. 

It is said that we must consider now the nomination for 
the Presidency in 1912. Well, Mr. Taft is President of the 
United States; a Republican President; a strong, wise, con- 
siderate, and fecarless man. He has the qualities which make 
a man grow in the estimation of thoughtful people, and, 
lying back of all the clamor and excitement of our political 
life, the American i)eople are a thoughtful people. He has 
grown and is growing and will continue to grow in public 
esteem. If he continues to make as good a Prt^sident as he is 
making now he will l)e the natural and inevital)le candidate 
of his j)arty in 1912 unless one thing shall happen — that the 
peo])le of the United States shall repudiate the administra- 
tion of Mr. Taft by such a crushing and overwdielming dchait 
of liis party that it will be apparent that Mr. Taft cannot Ix' 
reelected. The Democratic party cannot bring about such 
a result, but Republicans can by their adverse votes. After 
reelection people don’t scrutinize the multitude of reasons 
which may have contributed to the result. They sch^ only the 
general result, and if it should happen that the Administra- 
tion cannot hold its own party together the national con- 
vention would be quite likely to look for a Moses to lead them 
out of the wilderness, and they might go to Mr. Roosevelt or 
they might go to one of the far more radical leaders who are 
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now looming up on the political horizon in the North and 
Middle West. Make no mistake, my friends: so far as this 
election in the state of New York bears any relation to 
national affairs, Republican votes for the Republican ticket 
strengthen the Administration in tlu' party, and Republican 
votes against the ticket tend to weaken and break down the 
Administration. No one understands this better than Mr. 
Roosevelt. No one knows better than he that the strenuous 
efforts he is making in behalf of Republican candidates, not 
nierely in New York but in a dozen other states, are services 
in aid of the Taft administration and tend towards the 
renomination of Mr. Taft in 1912. 

It is said that to have Mr. Stimson in the governor \s chair 
would i)romote Mr. Roosevelt’s political fortune. The 
people who say this do not mean what is undoubtedly true, 
that he will be such a governor as to reflec^t credit on every 
one who has supported him. In any other sense the i)roposi- 
tion is based on an entire misunderstanding of the man. Mr. 
Slimson is not the kind of man wlio will be successful politi- 
cally in distributing patronage and nianij)ulating caucuses 
and delegates and conventions for or against any one. He 
would make a miserable failure if he tried it. ITi' is a very 
strong, able man witli exceptional independence and decision 
of charactcT, perfectly fearless, al)solut(‘ly upriglit, and witli 
an intelligence of great natural vigor, thorouglily trainiHl and 
guided by a genuine public spirit. He was selectiHl as thi* 
candidate beca'use he had done some things in imblie office 
whicli show what Idnd of man 1 k‘ is and wdiicli ought to Ix' a 
guaranty to the people of the stat<‘ that he is the kind of man 
they need for governor. No man can use him and no man 
can make a stepping-stone of him. He is as big and strong a 
man at forty-three as Taft or Roosevelt was at tliat age. He 
rims in that class. He is of the quality of which great public 
servants are made, and no matter how the vote goes next 
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month, modest, unassuming, and unselfish as he is, a great 
career awaits him because he is such a man as the people 
greatly need. 

It is said we should consider in our votes at this election 
certain declarations Mr. Roosevelt has made — an attack on 
the courts, and sometliing called New Nationalism. 

With due respect to the people who are talking in this way, 
I venture to assert that if three months hence they will look 
back at their utterances they will themselves see that this is 
arrant nonsense. There is a very old American saying that 
when a litigant does not like a tlecision it is his privilege to go 
down to tlie tavern and swear at the court. Everybody 
grumbles about decisions that he does not like, and Mr. 
Roosevelt app<‘ars to have done so out loud and in public, 
according to his temperament and habits. But I have never 
known the grumbling at decisions of the courts by peoj>](' 
who do not like them to do any harm, and the idea that Mr. 
Roosev(>lt <*ontem{)lates an attack upon our judicial system, 
or that that syst('m is in danger from him or froin any one els<‘, 
is purely fanciful and devist^d for campaign purposes only. 

As for myself, I regard the power t»f the jmlicial branch t»l' 
our gov<'rnment, both in th<! state and in the nation, to sit in 
judgment upon the constitutionality of legislative and execii 
tive acts, as the chief contribution of America to the art of 
self-governmeTit. The power of the courts to declare unlaw- 
ful and void the acts of legislatures and e.xecutives when those 
acts do not conform to the great rules of right action 
embodied in our constituiion, is the chief guaranty of pej - 
mantmey in our institutions. It is the chief guaranty that 
our liberty shall Ijc enjoyed without violating justice, and 
that justice sliall be administered without destroying lilK'rty. 
If the existence or exercise of that power by the courts in its 
full scope and authority were attacked, I should do my 
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utmost, as I know you would do your utmost, to repel the 
attack and to maintain the dignity and the power and 
the permanence of our judicial syst<Mn. 

The overwhelming mass of the American people feel the 
same way. Nobody really has the slightest idea of making 
Congress and the state legislatures superior to the Con- 
stitution, as they would l)e if the j^ower of the courts to 
pass upon their acts were taken away. All tliis talk about an 
attack upon the courts and danger to the courts is mere idle 
campaigning and i)retense. 

What is New Nationalism ? What is tliere beneath the 
phrase of new political or constitutional doctrine ? There 
may be something that I hav<‘ not heard of, but I have been 
able to find nothing in it tliat was not taught in my class in 
the law school forty odd years ago; that has not l)een writtiui 
large in the text-books on the Constitution since Marsliairs 
time; that has not l)een part of the g(m<a*a!!yate(‘(*j>ted beli<‘f of 
tlie American people for giaierations. I can se(‘ that sonu^ 
of the old doctrines that wi‘ hav(‘ professed, \vc have grown 
lax and ludifl’ertail in a|)plying; tliat some of the ideals to 
which we liavc' dom^ li]> s^Tvice and pen s<Tvice, we have 
ignored in praeticig that some old established principles hav(‘ 
been treated as obsolet<^ Ix'cause w<' hav<‘ faiUxl to provirh^ 
adequate means for aj)])Iying them to new conditions. So 
far as I can see anything new in the so-called New National- 
ism, it is that there shall be a renewed and active s(aise of 
loyalty and of duty to the old doctrines and tlie old ideals of 
Anua-ican democracy ; that the nation, to tlu' full limit of I Ih' 
power vested in it by the Constitution for the general welfare, 
and every state, to the full limit of its powi^TS of local self- 
government under the (Constitution, sludl wake up to the 
duties pressing upon them, for intelligent govirninent keej:)- 
ing pace in its effectiveness with the changing conditions and 
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requirements of our time. That is all that I find new in the 
so-called New Nationalism, and I am heartily in favor of that 
and I know that you are heartily ill favor of it. 

I have said that this idea of voting for or against IVIr. 
Roosevelt, who is not a candidate, tended to make some of 
my Republican friends abandon the grave and substantial 
questions wit h which the people of the state ought to deal at 
this election. Such questions certainly are before us, and it 
will not be very creditabk' to the peoi)le of the state if they 
permit Ihemselves to be diverted from dealing witli thosf^ 
questions on their merits. 

What gave Mr. Roosevelt his leadership of the Saratoga 
convention ? He had no office; he had no patronage; he 
had no money; lie could neither punish nor reward any one; 
and the controlling political organization of the Republican 
party was against him. How did it hapi)en that a majority 
of the delegates voted with him and against the organiza- 
tion ? The answer is, that there was an issue before tlu^ 
convention in which the people of the state were deeply 
interested. Mr. Roosiwelt espoused tlu' right side of that 
issue against the Republican organization, and naturally 
enough lie furnished the element of leadership to the side 
he was with. A majority of the delegates voted with him 
because upon that issue the people who elected them were 
with him. Tlie issue was a revolt against the tyranny of 
I)arty machines and party leaders. It was a part of t.liat 
great rebi^lion wdiich lias been going on all over the Union 
and in so many states has led to new political methods of 
varying merit — direct jiriinaries; direct election of sena- 
tors; tlu' initiative and referendum, and recall — all devices 
to enable voters to have their way" notwithstanding political 
machines, and to deprive the professional politician of the 
opportunity^ to barter and trade for his own purposes, with 
the power to manipulate and control conventions and dele- 
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gations and to confer nominations and appointments to 
office as his stock in trade. The feeling had been emphasized 
in this state by revelations of corruption in the k^gislature 
at Albany, of direct bribery of organization legislators and 
indirect control of legislation through alleged political con- 
tributions. For three years Governor Hughes had waged an 
incessant warfare by vigorous and outspoken appeals to the 
people of the state for reform in political methods and eman- 
cipation from machine control. Tlie organizations of both 
political parties had stubbornly resisted the demand. A 
majority of the Democrats in the legislature, aided by a 
minority of the Republicans, had deh^ated not merely the 
direct primary bill of tiie governor but the more moderate and 
tentative measure whieli the; governor approved and which 
Seth Low and Joseph 11. (Jioate and ILmry L. Stimson 
and President Schurman of Cornell, and President ButlcT 
of Columbia, and a dozen other leaders of oj)inion in the 
state had petitioned the legislature to pass. It liad become 
apparent to thoughtful Republicans iliat a majority of th<^ 
Republican vote of the state was with Governor Hughes 
and against the organization. President Taft had opiaily and 
repeatedly declared as early as A})ril last his oj)inion that 
the interests of the party in tlie state of New Y'ork required 
that tlie management should be ehang(Kl. The management 
deelincnl to yield and it was j)Iain that at tln^ next slate 
convention a struggle was to tak<‘ j)laee between the unor- 
ganized voters of the R(q)ul)liean party wlio supj)orted the 
demands of Governor Hughes, ami the highly diseij)liru*d 
and skillful organization wliieh opposed his demands. It is 
a matter of common knowledge that in June, shortly aft('r 
Mr. Roosevelt returned from Europe, Governor Hughes 
induced him to come to the aid of the cause the governor 
represented and to announce his position by a telegram 
advising the passage of the moderate primary reform bill. 
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So the lines were drawn for the September convention with 
Mr. Roosevelt on that side of the controversy. He did his 
part in the struggle with his customary^ force, ability, and 
natural qualities of leadership. It was not his fight; it was 
Governor Hughes’s fight; it was President Taft’s fight; it 
was the fight of the voters against the machine, it was your 
fight and mine; the fight of every man who loves good gov- 
ernment and believes it essential to democratic government 
that the great body of the people shall have a full, fair, and 
free opportunity for the exjiression of their will. With jMr. 
Roosevelt’s aid and with liis leadership, the voters of tlu^ 
party controlled the convention against the organization and 
turned the old organization out. They committed the party 
in tlie great deliberative assembly of its lawful repr(‘sc'n- 
tatives to the principles for whicli Governor Hughes had 
contended and tlu' j)oHcies for which President Taft had 
declared. We ouglit to be grateful to Mr. Roosevelt for the 
service he has rendered, and the voters of the state ouglit to 
r(‘ap tlic fruits of th<‘ vicdory he has help<"d them to win. 

Voters of the Republican party, wliere do you stand on iliis 
issue ? Do you wish to continue the same old inetliods of 
politIc‘al control w liicli have been eluiraelerized by tlu^ damn- 
ing facts disclosed in the Albany investigations ? Or do you 
wish for simi)ler and purer political methods, and full and 
unhampered opportunity to control your own political affairs, 
and }:)arty and public officers responsible to you rather than 
responsible to clever managers who control nominations in 
the old way ? If you are for the Hughes view of this ques- 
tion, tlien you must show it by your votes for the candidates 
wdio represent tliat view and are the standard-bearers in the 
fight for your equal and untrammelled opportunity. You 
will find no place in the Democratic party for the advocacy 
of such a view; for that party, whatever it may say in its 
platform, is sending back to the legislature the leaders and 
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the great body of that band, who, with a minority of the 
Republicans in the last legislature, defeated the reform legis- 
lation of the last session. And it has delivered itself over to 
the complete control of Tammany Hall, the most flagrant 
organization of machine political control known to American 
politics. 

th ere is another subject of great moment that we have to 
attend to at this election. Tlie state is engaged in engineer- 
ing works of enormous magnitude. It is sp)ending one hun- 
dred million dollars upon the barge canal, fifty million dollars 
(jf state money for tlu' construction of good roads, and fifty 
million dollars more from local municipalities for the same 
]jui7>ose, and an indefinite numl>er of millions for tire re- 
moval of grade crossings. That work is being done honestly, 
faithfully, and (dfici<'ntly. Its conduct is (characterized by 
the (lualities of the Hughes administration. ^J'he R(cpubliean 
parly proposes to continue for tlu' pros(H‘ution of this work 
the state engineer, Mr. \Villiams, whose ufiriglitness and 
efficiency liave Wen jrrovc^d; and for the grc'at financial 
ofliccT of thx' state it has nominated Mr. Thompson, of Troy. 
He has a clean and wholesomic record, and is a, man of the 
higlu^st character. The Demoeraiic parly allolled tlK\s(* two 
great officvs to l^immany Hall and nominated for Ihern nKcn 
named by Mr. Alurpliy. What Tammany Hall does with 
contracts we may learn from tin* Skeni^ case, Skene was the 
state engineer and surveyor (‘lected upon \he D(unocratie 
ticket four years ago and in cliarge of the V)arge canal and 
road improvement work. He has IxH'n indicted and trifal for 
helping contractors to dxdraud the state. In the parlicular 
case tried, it a])i)eared that after the bids for a contract w(Te 
opened the l)id upon which the award was made was raised 
from $61,000 to $70,000, just under the next high(cr bid, so 
that the state, wdiich, under the bid, was entitled to have 
the work done for $61,000, w^as made to pay for the work 
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$70,000. The difference was divided between the contractor 
and somebody in the state engineer and surveyor’s office. 
There were, I understand, many other similar cases, and the 
amount lost to the state by this course of proceeding is 
variously estimated at from $500,000 to $1,000,000. Skene 
was a product of Tammany Hall and his defense was, not 
that the fraud was not committed, but that the person respon- 
sible was an assistant appointed by him from Tammany Hall 
on the nomination of Murphy. He took refuge personally 
behind an assertion of his own incompeteney, neglect of 
duty, failure to see the fraud being committed under his very 
eyes, entire failure to protect the interests of the state. No 
matter whether his defense was true or not, the incompe- 
teiicy, the neglect of duty, the fraud all belonged to Tam- 
many Hall. They are an illustration of Tammany Halhs 
dealing with public contracts and they are an illustration of 
what you have to cxjiect if you put the prosecution of these 
great undertakings and the expenditure of these enormous 
sums of money into the hands of Tammany Hall officials for 
the next two years. 

What would you do if the same kind ol situation ii^rose in 
your private business ? Would you discharge the superin- 
tendent who had been proved to be faithful and (efficient, and 
put the work and the control of the money into the hands of 
men with such credentials ? 

This is the private business of each one of us. Whether it 
be by direct taxation or indirect, whether the payments be 
from current revenues or the proceeds of bonds, sooner or 
later, in one way or another, the money honestly spent, the 
money wasted through incompetency and neglect of duty and 
the money divided by fraudulent officials with fraudulent con- 
tractors comes out of the pockets of the people of the state. 

A third subject of primitify importance is the continuance 
of the Republican policy of just and adequate supervision of 
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transportation corporations expressed in the Public Service 
Commission laws. Is that policy to be continued ? Are the 
Public Service Commissions to be maintained and streng- 
thened and made still more effective ? We know where the 
Republican party stands upon this, for it passed the laws. 
We know where Tammany Hall stands by the votes of its r<'p- 
resentatives. The Republican platform approves the Com- 
mission laws. The Democratic platform gives us but the 
meaningless generality, “ We favor reasonable rt^gulation by 
the state of public service corporations.” What they con- 
sider reasonable no one knows. But we do know one thing, 
that they do not include under that head the public service 
commissioner, for we have the specific utterance of their 
platform in 1908 denouncing the commissions. The ques- 
tion has been put specifically to Mr, Dix by Mr. Stimson 
as to where he stands on this (piestion and he has failccl to 
answer. We have fair notice, then, that we may look for a 
reversal of this Republican policy of supervision by public 
service commissions, in case the D<.‘mocratie ])arty comes into 
power. Are the peoph^ of tin? statx" R^ady to reverse that 
policy ? Are tliey ready to go back to the tiiru^ when th(Te 
was nowhere for a shipper to go if lie was unjustly treated 
excej)t- to the legislature or to a law-suit ? To the time when 
strike bills in the legislature furnished a profitable occiqxa- 
tion, and transportation corporations went into politics in 
self-defense ? If not, if the voters of the state are in favor 
of this policy, which surely has been most l)c‘nefi(*ent in its 
(effects both to the peoj>le of the statc‘ and to the corpora- 
tions themselves, the time to show^ it is by their voti's in 
November. 

Upon these and a dozen other questions of importance, the 
action of the voters at the next election is of vital interest to 
the people of the state. It is important to choose intelli- 
gently and considerately between the two candidate's for 
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governor with regard to their personal merits as we know 
them. Mire respeetal)ility is not enough to protect the 
interests of the state in the governor’s chair. High ability 
and force and character are needed there, and it is imjx)rtant 
for (‘Very one of us to have tliem there. What do we Imow 
of t}u‘se two candidates ? 

We know of Mr. Stimson, the R(‘publi(^an candidate, tlial 
under President Roosevelt’s administration he \vas United 
States attorney in New York for sevtu'al years, receiving a 
salary much less than lie was malving from private practice, 
and that at the close of that administration he retired from 
office to return to bis [)rivate law pracdice; that he was then 
r(‘tained undf^r President Taft’s administration as special 
counsel to conduct prosecutions for certain frauds upon th(‘ 
customs revenue at tlie port of New York, again re(*(dving 
for his work as couns(‘l less compcaisation than 1 k‘ could liav(^ 
mad(‘ in privaie practice or than h(‘ had been making l)efore 
he went into the district uttorn(‘y’s office. We know that 
he administcTed the offict' of the district attornc'y in all its 
vast and varied affairs with conspicuous fididity and success. 

We know tliat partly und(‘r on(' administration and partly 
und(‘r the oth<T he did thes(‘ specific things: he prosecuted 
the American Sugar Refining Company for receiving rebates, 
convicted it, and had it fined $18,000. lie prosecuted it a 
s(‘cond time for receiving rebates, convicted it, and had it 
fiiKHl $10,000, and tw^o of its ofTici'rs fined $1,000 each. He 
prosecuted it a third time for receiving rebates, convicted it, 
and had it fined $10,000. He prosi^cuted it a fourth time for 
receiving rebates, convicted it, and had it fined $10,000. He 
prosecuted it a fifth time for receiving rebates, convicted it, 
and had it fined $50,000, and two of its crfRcers fined $5,000 
each. He prosecuted the Brooklyn Cooperage Company, a 
subsidiary of the Sugar Company, for receiving rebates, con- 
victed it, and had it fined $70,000. He prosecuted the West- 
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ern Transit Company for giving rebates, convieted it, and 
had it fined $10,000. He prosecuted the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific Railway Company for giving rebates, 
convicted it, and had it fined $20,000. He prosecuted tlie 
Cliicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company for giving 
r(‘bates, convicted it, and had it fined $20,000. H(‘ prose- 

cuted the New Y^ork CYrntral Railway Company for giving 
rel)ates, convicted it and had it fined $108,000. By the time 
the $838,000 of fines had been imposed, traffic managers and 
l)ig shippers began to realize' that the law against rebates 
meant something, and W(^ are told that the practice of rebates 
lias come to an end. Show me aiiother man anywhere who 
has done so nmcli to give living force and effeclj*\a*ness to 
that salutary law, or who is more entitled to tlu' respect and 
gratitude of the small dealers who were Ix'iiig crowded out 
of tmsincss by tlie advantages tlu'ir big com])('titors w<Te 
gaining over tliem through discriminatory rates. 

We know tliat lie prosecuted the National Sugar Ri'fining 
Company for frauds against tlie customs and recovered from 
it $(>04, 304. 37; a.nd that lie prosecuti'd the grc;it sugar t.-on- 
cern of Arbuckle Brothers for similar frauds and recovered 
from it $095,753.19; and that he })rose(*uted tlie American 
Sugar Refining (Company for similar frauds and ri'covered 
from it $2,135,480.32, making a total of $,'5,435,303.88. We 
know that he i)rosecuted criminally and convicted and had 
sentenced to the penitmitiary th<' si'cn^tary of tlie American 
Sugar Refining Company, and the supc^rintendent of the 
nhnery of that company, and tlie sujierinteiident of docks of 
that company and five otlier of the leading enijiloyc'cs of tin' 
company, and that the pn\sident of the comiiany was dead; 
and that he prosecuted and convicted tlu' two United States 
Weighers who were found to have been in complici ty with th<^ 
frauds. Show me another case of fraud upon a government 
where against great wealth and influence ami power the hand 
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of justice has been held so firm and the sword of justice has 
cut so deep. 

We know that it was upon his prosecution that Charles W. 
Morse, the rich and powerful New York banker, is expiating 
his sins of high finance in the Atlanta penitentiary. We 
know that it was he who compelled Edward H. Harriman 
to answer when he stood upon his alleged constitutional 
right to refuse information to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. 

Do not suppose that all this was done without brains and 
skill and tireless energy and force of character in a man able 
to maintain himself against the gn^atest lawyers, even 
including my friend Judge Parker, as counsel for the Sugar 
Company, and against all the multitude of influences, per- 
sonal and professional, tliat these great and powerful defen- 
dants, their ofiScers and directors could bring to bear for their 
prot('ction. It seems to me that this is the kind of a man you 
need for governor of the state. Do you not think tliis imui 
would make a good governor ? Would he not see that the 
law was enforced ? Would he not see that honesty ruled ? 
Would he not see that crime was punished ? Would he nol 
see that every man had his rights and that no man liad any 
privileg(" to diminish the rights of others ? 

What do we kno\v about Mr. Dix, the Demoerratie candi- 
date ? He is a rc'putable gentleman, a director in a number of 
sueeessful money-making corporations, well considered by 
his friends and neighbors in the city of Albany, very cautious 
in liis statements about himself and a little loose in his state- 
ments about others. He has no public record and he appears 
to have coiik' in contact with public matters of present 
interest only once. 

The point of contact was the tariff. The great difficulty in 
making an American tariff law always has been that all the 
manufacturers of the country flock to Washington with 
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statements and affidavits and protestations, each one show- 
ing that his industry will be ruined by a reduction . Congress 
has before it nothing to oppose these statements except the 
arguments of people who have little personal knowledge of any 
particular business. There are no adequate means of testing 
the evidence of tlie manufacturers and reaching the true facts. 
With the vast growth and eonq)lication of our business we 
have outgrown our method of making tariffs. 

Nevertheless this Congress did make a pretty good tariff. 
There were things in it that I did not like and there were 
failures in it to do things which I thought ought to be done; 
but considering all the difficulties under which it was mad(^ 
it was a surprisingly good law and a great improvement on 
the law it su])erseded. Under it the average rate of duty has 
been about eleven per cent h^ss than under the preceding 
tariff and less than imdt'r the Democratic Wilson law. Under 
it more goods havc‘ b<K‘n admitted fr<H‘ of all duty than ev('r 
before in the liistory of our govern m ( mi t - more fre<’‘ goods 
than ever before to an annual valu<‘ of over a, hundred mil- 
lion dollars; and under it the government nwenues have l>een 
made adequate and a defi(*it has been turiKMl into a surj>lus. 

Then, the Ilepublican Congn\ss inaugurat(‘d a great j>rae- 
tieal reform by providing for a i>ermaiu‘nt board of tariff 
experts to get at tlie triu^ facts to which the principh* of i>ro- 
tection is to be applic^d and to f)revent ('ongress from ev(T 
again having to make a tariff upon the ex parte statements 
of interested persons. 

Now the Democratic* platform condemns that law and Mr. 
Dix personally denounc*cs it and charges tlie Repul>!i<*an 
party witli bad faith in not revising the tariff downward. 

Yet among the people who crowded the halls of IIh^ 
National Cajutal, making the lives of members of (hmgress 
a burden by their clamor against downward revision of tlu^ 
tariff, were the representatives of Mr. Dixss Standard Wall 
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Paper Company. What they urged appears in this paper 
which I read from the Tariff Hearings for the Committee on 
Ways and Means, Volume 6, Page 6252: 

BRIEF SUBMITTED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WALL PAPER 
MANUFACTURERS ASKING FOR INCREASE OF DUTY 

Washington, D. C., November 21, 1910, 
Committee on Ways and Means, 

Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: — 

Tlic wall-paper manufacturers whose signatures arc hereto affixed 
respe'ctfully ask your consideration of the effect produced upon the wall- 
paper industry by the rapidly increasing importation of wall papers, due 
to the low" rate of duty ajiplyiug to same under tlie present tariff, according 
to Schedule M, paragraph 402, law of 1897, wherein the duty is placed at 
twenty-five per cent ad valoremy and hope that our arguments will justify 
you in recommeiKling a material increase in the rate of duty in order that 
tlic manufacturer may be afforded at least some relief from the pres(’iit 
discouraging conditions, etc., etc. 

Then, after referring to ilu' materials of which wall jiaper is 
made, the ])a|:>er proceeds: 

We appreciate the fact that these so-calhul raw materials, as far as wall 
papcT is ctmeerned, ar<‘ finished productions in th(unselves, and that it 
might work an injustice to otluT industries in this count ry to have the duty 
on such materials reduced, and, heeause of tliese facts, we ask for an 
ijiereased duty on foreign wall papers. 

Among tlie signatures to this paper is Standard Wall 
Papier Gompariy, W. A. Huppuch, First Viet'-President.’' 
This is the same Huppuch mIioiii Mr. Dix iind Mr. Murjihy 
have made cliairman of the DtunocTatic State Committix' to 
aid Air. Dix in denouneing the Republican party for not 
revising the tariff downward. 

What inferences are we to draw as to the sincerity of the 
man who can take these two positions, one for his privatt; 
interests and the other as a candidate for effect upon the 
public Is this gentleman not rather too — I will say — 
“ adaptable ’’ to be an ideal governor of the state ? 



NEW YORK STATE CAMPAIGN OF 1910 275 

Can any one doubt on what we know of these candidates 
which one of the two is the better fitted to protect the great 
interests of the state in the governor’s chair at Albany ? 

My Republican friends, no individual and no people ever 
got and held good, faithful, and effective service without 
recognizing and approving such service. If you would have 
your servants loyal and true you must be loyal and true to 
them in accordance with their deserts. Nor does any pt^i>ple 
succeed in any cause, whether it be to conserve what is good 
or to win forw'ard in progress toward better things, unless 
it be by resolute adherence to piir|>os(^ through long years of 
effort unswerved by temi)orary gusts of passion or prejudice. 
Our party is sound and wliolesomc. Since the last election, 
wlien it received geru^ral public approval it has given, both in 
Congress and in our state legislature, a great array of wise 
and useful legislation. It has uncloaked and punished its own 
wrongdoers. The administrat ions of Pr(\sident IVift in Wash- 
ington and of Governor Hughes in Albany liave been modchs 
of uprightness and (dficieiicy. The party still rej^resents, and 
faithfully represents, better than any other j)olitical org;in- 
ization does or ever has, the grciit fundamental principles 
upon which our country' must stand if it shall continue i>ros- 
perous and deserving of ])rosf>('rity. If you Ix^lievc' in Taft 
and Hughes and th<' men who with tliem and with you have 
been rendering loyal sc^rvice to the country and to the state, 
tlien stand by them with your votes. Some of you an^ think- 
ing, because of a tcanporary side wind of j>ersonal feeling and 
prejudice, of disserting tlie cause for whicli we hav(‘ binai 
fighting together for many ycairs, and giving aid and comfort 
to all that you most al)lxor in politics. I beg of you not to 
do so. You would gratify a momentary feeling, but you 
would do a harm to your country and to yo\ir state, and 
you would regret it hereafter. 




THE ACIIIEW.IVIENTS OF REPUBLICAN 
ADMINISTRATIONS 

ADDRESS AS CHAIRMAN OF THE REPIIIHJC’AN Nx\TIONAL 
CONVENTION, CIHCACiO, JUNE 18 , li)li 

B elieve that I appreciate tliis expression of c-orifidenee. 

I wish I were more competent for the service yon 
ri'quire of me. 

The struggle for leadership in the Republican party which 
has so long engrossed the attention and excited the feelings 
of its members is about to be deti^rmined l)y the selection of a 
candidate. The varying claims of ojiinion for recognition in 
the i)olitical creed of the party are about to be settled by tlie 
ado])tion of a platform. 

llie supreme c*ouncil of the party in this great national 
convention, representing every states and ttTritoi’x^ in diu^ 
jiroportion, according to rules long since estaV>lish<Hb is about 
to appeal to the American jx'ople for a continuance of tlu^ 
jiower of gov(Tnment which the party has excT(‘ised wa*th but 
brief interruptions for more than half a century, and tliat 
appeal is to be based upon tJu' soundness of the j>riricii)l(\s 
ai>i)roved, and tlie qualities of the candidates selectcxl by the 
convt'ntion. 

In the jierformance of this duty bj' th(^ convention, and in 
tlie acceptance of its conclusions by R<*publicans, is to be 
applied the ever-r(‘curring test of a party's fitness to govern, 
its coherence and its formative and (.controlling power of 
organization. And these dei)end upon the wa’llingness of the 
members of the party to subordinate thidr varying indi\adna] 
opinions and posttxine the matters of difference between 
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them in order that they may act in unison upon the great 
questions wherein they agree; upon their willingness and 
capacity to thrust aside the disappointment which some of 
them must always feel in failing to secure success for the 
candidates of their preference; upon the loyalty of party 
members to the party itself, to the great organization whose 
agency in government they believe to be for the best interests 
of the nation, and for whose continuance in povrer their love of 
c*ountry constrains them to labor. 

Without tliese things there can be no party worthy of tlie 
name. Without them party association is a rope of sand, 
party organization is an inefi'eetive form, party responsi- 
bility disappears, and with it disappears the right to pul)lie 
confidence. 

Without organized parties, having these qualities of colic* 
rence and loyalty, free popular government becomes a con- 
fused and continual conflict between a vast multitude of 
individual oi:)inions, individual interests, individual attrac- 
tions and repulsions, from which eflectivc^ government can 
emerge only by answering to the universal law of necessary 
organization and tigain forming j)arties. 

Tlu'oughout our j)arty’s history in each presidential elec- 
tion we have gone to the AnitTican people with the ei>nfid<nil 
and just assertion tliat the Republican party is not a inert; 
fortuitous collection of individuals, but is a coherent and 
living force as an organization. It is effective, resp<msib]<‘, 
worthy of confidence, compident to govern. The traditions 
of its great struggles for liberty, for the supremacy of law, foi* 
the preservation of c'onstitutional government, for national 
honor, exercise a controlling influence upon its conduct. The 
lofty puri>ose of its great originators has been transmitted by 
spiritual succession from generation to generation of piirty 
leaders, and it is no idle rhetoric when we say, as we have so 
often said and are about to say again to the American jxxiple: 
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We are entitled to your belief in the sincerity of the 
principles we profess and the loyalty of our candidates to 
those principles, because we are the party of Lincoln, and 
Sumner, and Seward, and Andrew, and Morton, and Grant, 
and Hayes, and Garfield, and Arthur, and Harrison, and 
Blaine, and Hoar, and McKinley/’ 

We claim that we are entitled to a popuhir vote of confi- 
dence at the coming election because we hav(' demonstrated 
that we are the party of atfirmativ<v, constructiv<‘ policies for 
tlie betterment and progress of our wuritrA" in all the fields 
upon which tlie activity and influence of governnuait <:*an 
rightly enter. We claim it. because we have shown ourselv(\s 
a party of honest, efficient, and economical administration in 
which public moiK^ys are faithfully apj>lied, ap}X)intments are 
jnade on grounds of merit, effi(*i(mt service is rigorously 
exacted, graft is reduced to a minimum, derelictions from 
official duty are sternly punished, and a high standard of 
official morality is maintained. We claim it becaust^ wa; have 
maintained and promoted [)eace with tlu' wrorld, and tlu^ 
dignity, honor, and just interests of tJie United Stat(\s among 
the nations. We claim it because our ])arty stands now, as 
it has ever stood, for order and liberty and for the mainte- 
nance of the constitutional system of governnKait througli 
wliicli a self-controlled democracy for more than a century 
has established against all detractors the comjKflxaicy of the 
American p<K)ple to govern themselves in law-abiding 
prosperity. We challeng(‘ tlu^ judgnuait. of tlie AiiKTican 
I>cK)i)le on the jxilicies of Mc'Kinhw and Roosevelt and I'aft. 

President Taft, in his speecli of acceptance on July ^8, 
1008, paid a just tribute to the great stTvice renderixl by liis 
predecessor in awakening the public conscience, inaugurating 
reforms, and saving the country from the dangers of a })luto- 
cratic government. He instanced the Railroad Rate Law% 
the prevention of railroad rebates and discriminations, the 
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enforcement of the Anti-trust Law, the Pure Food Law, the 
Meat Inspection Law, the general supervision and control of 
transportation companies, the conservation of natural 
resources, and he proceeded to say: 

The chief function of the next Administration, in my judgment, is 
distinct from and a jirogrcssive development of that wiiich has l>ccn per- 
formed by President Roosevelt. The chief function of the next Adminis- 
tration is to complete and perfect the machinery by which tliese standards 
may be maintained, by whicli the law-breakers may be promptly restrained 
and punished, but which shall operate with sufficient at^curacy and 
dispatcli to interfere with legitimate business as little as possible. 

There spoke the voice of two Republican administrations, 
and the promise of that declaration has been faitlifuMy 
observed with painstaking and assiduous care. The Repub- 
lican administration whicli is now drawing to a close has 
engaged in compk'ting and perfecting the machinery, in 
applying the standards and working out the practical r(^su^Ls 
of established Republican policies, including also ilie Mc- 
Kinley policies of a protective tariff and sound linancc\ 
Service of this kind is not sjxxdacular. It receives little 
public attention and little credit until the public mind is 
turned to a careful study of tlie subject, but it is of the highest 
importance. Great constructive national jiolicies arc' not 
established by simple declaration or mere h'gislation or in a 
single day or in a single year. They always change conditions 
in order to bcdtc'r them. They encountc'r inveterate abuses. 
Tliey arc' oi>posed and evaded in practice. Thc'y rc‘C|uire to 
be apjilied and enforced by a strong hand and a firm will. 
They reciuire to be pc'rfecdc'd by administration and supple- 
mental Ic'gislation. Under Republican administrations there 
has lieen one unbroken, continuous course of consistent 
policy and effective i)erformance in dealing with the evils 
which have been naturally incident to the amazing industrial 
changes of our genc^ration, the vast creation of new wealth, 
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the increase of our population and the expansion of our com- 
merce. It rests with the American electorate to say whether 
they will permit those minor dissatisfactions wliich are 
inseparable from all human performance and the desire for 
change by which all men are sometimes affected, to obscure in 
their judgments the wisdom of continuing the execution of 
th(\se policies and the evil of chartering another and untried 
party for a new departure in governmental experiment. 

The Re])ublican party stands now, as IMcKinhy stood, 
for a [)rotective tariff, whiles tlie Democratic i>arty stands 
against the principle of protection and for a tariff for revenue 
only. W e stand not for the al)uses of tlie tariff but for the 
beneficent uses. No tariff can b<' devised so moderate, so 
reasonable, that it will not be rejected by the Democratic 
party, provided its duties l)e adjusti'd with referiauc to labor 
cost so as to prot('ct American products against being driven 
out of the market l)y foreign under-sc'lling mack' possible 
through the lower rate of wages in otluT countries. Die 
American foreign mc'rcdiant scTvice has been driven off the 
face of the waters because with Ameri(‘an sailors’ wages and 
the Americxin standard of living it could not compete will) 
foreign shii)ping. Tlie Democratic party j)]’0[>oses to ])ut 
American mills and factories and mines in the^ same position, 
Jind the American peo|)le have now to say wliethcT they wish 
Uiat to be done. 

I have said that we do not stand for tli<‘ almses of IIk' 
tariff. The chief cause of alnise lias Ix'cii tliat we have 
outgrown our old method of tariff-making. Our produc- 
tive industries have Ixcome too vast and complicatial, our 
commc'rcial relations too extensive, for any committee' of 
Congress of itself to get at the facts to which th<' principk' of 
protection may be projierly applic'd. The Republican jiarty 
proposes to remedy tin’s d(.‘fcx»tive method through liaving 
the facts ascertained by an imj)artial commission through 
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thorough, scientific investigation, so that the President and 
Congress shall have the basis for the just application of the 
principle of protection. The Republican Congress included 
in the Payne- Aldrich bill a clause under which the President 
had authority to appoint such a board to make such inves- 
tigations and report the results to him. The President 
appointed the board. Its members are drawn from both 
political parties. Their comixdency, integrity, and fairness 
are unquestioned. They have reported upon the woolen 
schedule; they have reported upon the cotton schedule. 
Tht; President has transmitted their findings to Congress. 
The Democratic House of Representatives ignores and rej)u- 
diates them. In January, 1911, the last Republican House 
of Representatives pas.sed a bill to create a tarifi“ wmmission 
with much broader and more effective powers for compell- 
ing the attendance of witnesses and seciu-ing information, 
charged to rejmrt its findings to the Congress. The bill 
passed Ihe Senate with soirie amenfiment but it was delayed 
there by an avowed Democratic filibuster until it reached 
the House so late in the session that a vote upon it was pre- 
vented by another Democratic filibusttT in the House. Now 
the House is Democratic and the Tariff Commission bill is 
dead. The Democratic party does not want the facts upon 
which a just protective measure can be framed, because it 
means that there shall be no protection for American indus- 
tries. In the last session and in the present session of Con- 
gi'ess the Democratic House has framed and passed a series 
t>f tariff bills for revenue only, with complete indifference to 
the ab.solute destruction that their enactment would bring 
upon great American industries. Some of them have fallen 
by the wayside in the Senate and some of them have gone to 
the President to meet his wise and courageous veto. The 
American people have now to pass, not upon the abuses of 
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the tariflF, but upon the fundamental question between the 
two systems of tariff -making. 

The national currency, which the election of McKinley 
rescued from disaster at the hands of a Free Silver Democ- 
racy, still rests upon the Civil War basis of government 
bonds, and is no longer adapted to our elianged conditions. 
It is inelastic; its volume does not expand and contract 
according to legitimate demands of business. It sul)jects us 
to constant danger of j)anics which begin in speculation and 
end in paralyzing business. It facilitates and promotes the 
arbitrary control by a small group of banks and bankers with 
enormous capital, and tends to an undue concentration of tlie 
money of the country in a few great money c(‘nters. Any 
I)ossible remedy involves tlie study of world-wide finam^e, 
l)eciiuse we are no longer isolated and money flows from city 
to city and country to countr^^ in accordance with tlu‘ laws of 
demand and supply and the attraction of interest rates. No 
C'ongress could by its ordinary methods get beyond the sur- 
face of the vast and complicated j>roblem, yet the working 
out of a new system adapted to AnuTican conditions is of 
vital importance to the j>rosperity of the (*oimtry and tlie 
security of every busiiK\ss and of every man whose support 
is dirc^ctly or indirectly de|)endent uj>on American business. 
For tlie solution of this question the policy of the Riqmblican 
party established a Moni'tary Commission, which lias mad<^ 
a most thorough and exhaustive study of tlie fmaiK'ial 
systems of all civilized nations, of their relations to our own 
vsystem, and the neinls of American business. The Com- 
mission has reported a liill for the ixstablishment of a mnv 
systiun of reserve associations under which the currency will 
be elastic, the business of the country will find ready sale for 
its commercial paper, the people of the country at large wall 
exercise control instead of a little group of large bankers, and 
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the danger of panics will disappear. The President has rec- 
ommended the conclusions of the Commission to the Con- 
gress, where the proposed bill is under consideration. It is 
for the interest of every business man in the United States 
that the party controlling the government shall not be 
clianged until this policy has been carried into execution. 

In order that the burdens of government support may in 
time of need be more justly proportioned to the means of 
our citizens, the last Republican Congress submitted to 
the legislatures of the states an income tax amendment of the 
Constitution, and at the same time, upon the recommendation 
of the President, enacted a law — which has been sustained 
by the Supreme Court — imposing a tax u])on co.r|>orations, 
measured by their income, so that this vast fund of invested 
capital may bear its fair share of the public burdens. At tin' 
rate of only on(‘ per c('nt upon corj)orate income, tlie reeeij)ts 
from this source during the past year amounted to over 
thirty million dollars. 

Upon the recommendation of the Pri\sident the powers of 
the Interstate^ Commerce Commission have l)een greaily 
('idarged iind their control over railroad rat(\s and railroad 
seTvice made' more eflV'ctive. Railroad rc^bates have l)c(ni 
vigorously j)rosecuted and the imposition of large fines lias 
sulistantially ended the practice. Upon prosecutions of rail- 
road d i scri min at i ons and f raudul en t im j>or t ations at tl i 
custom hous(N unde^r the vigorous treatment of the Treas- 
ury Depart uK'iit and tlie Department of Justice, the? fines 
and receiveries of the past three ye^ars have amounted to over 
nine million dollars. 

The prosecution of trusts and combinations in violation 
of the Sherman Ac*t has proceedeel with extraordinary vigor 
and success. The Standard Oil Company has been dissolved 
by a suit begun undeT Roosevelt and brought to a successful 
conclusion under Taft, through a judgment in exact accord- 
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ance with the prayer of the complainant. The Tobacco 
Company has been dissolved and its property scattered 
among fourteen different companies, with stringent injunc- 
tions against common control, which, in the unanimous 
opinion of the four judges of th<‘ Circuit Court of Appeals, 
were fully adequate to accomplish the relief demanded. Tlie 
l)eef packers, the wholesale grocers, the lumber dealers, the 
wire makers, the window-glass pool, the electric lamp com- 
bination, the bath tub trust, the shoe machinery trust, the 
foreign steamship pool, the Sugar Company, the Steel Cor- 
poration, the Harvester Comj)an 3 " — all have been made to 
fec'l the heavy hand of the law through suits or indictnumts 
against resttaints and jnonopoli<\s. 

Throughout that wide field in which the conditions of 
modern industrial life require that governnnmt sliall inter- 
ycnc in the name of social jusli(*<^ for the ])rotection of the 
wagmearner, the Republ ican natiomd administrations in 
succession have doiu^ their full, enlightened, and progressive 
duty to the limit of tlie national power under the Constitu- 
tion. The Act of Marc‘h 4, 1907, to regulate the hours of- 
s(Tvdce of railroad muployees, ]>ass(Hl under the Roosevelt 
administration, has been sustained in the Suj)rimu^ Court 
under the Taft a<lministralioii and has been enforced by 
more than fifteen hundred prosecutions during tlu^ j)ast three 
years. A valid and efTectiv(^ EmployiTS IJalu’lity Act ap])ly- 
ing to all interstate commerce wiis j>assed l)y a Repu1)licau 
Congress on April 5, 1910, an<l under tlie Re])ub]ican admin- 
isli'ation its constitutionality lias been sustained in tln^ 
Supreme Court. Ui)on tlie Pn\sident\s recoinmcndation a 
joint commission was created by Congr(\ss to study tlie sub- 
ject of workmen’s coiniiensation for injuries. It was coni- 
]>osed of members of liotli Houses, with a representati\ c* of 
the railroads and a represeiitalivi^ of labor, and after exliaus- 
tive examination and hearings the commission framed a bill 
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which was approved by all the great railroad labor organiza- 
tions and which was passed by a Republican Senate at the 
present session against the opposition of a majority of the 
Democratic Senators. That bill still slumbers in the Demo- 
cratic Judiciarj^ Committee of the House. The Safety Appli- 
ance Act has been strengthened by increased powers in the 
Interstate Commerce Commission and has been enforced by 
nearly a thousand i)rosecutions during the past three years. 
The joint representative of the great orders of Railway 
Conductors, Railway Trainmen, Locomotive Engineers, and 
Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen, says in his report on 
national legislation for 1911 regarding that department of 
the present national administration especially concerned in 
the enforcement of these laws: 

Justice to one who has been faithful to his trust demands from every 
representative of the railroad men of the United States some recognition 
of the splendid work of the Attorney-General in the enforcement of all th(' 
acts of Congress relating to the safety of railroad emf)loyecs, and limiting 
tlieir hours of service. It has been work faithfully and suc'cessfully per- 
formed. Both in the defense of our rights in tlie courts and in assistance 
rendered us in the preparation of proposed legislation, liis work has been of 
a high order of ability and has been tendered in a spirit of fidelity to the 
basic principles of fair play to all men. 

The iK'wly created Bureau of Mines and the newly author- 
ized Children’s Bureau mark the limit to which the National 
Government can go towards improving the conditions of 
intrastate labor without usurping the powers of the states. 
Idle Pure Food Law has been enforced with vigor and effec- 
tiveness. There have been over five hundred prosecutions 
for violations of that law within the past year and more 
than a thousand cases within the past three years. More 
than five hundred shipments of adulterated and misbranded 
foods and drugs have been condemned and forfeited, and 
enormous quantities of injurious food material have been 
destroyed. 
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The conservation of natural resources has been in the 
hands of its friends. The process of examining and separat- 
ing the timber and the agricultural land in the great forest 
reserves, established at the close of the last Administration, 
has proceeded under the present Administration in accordances 
with the original plan. The study of the; water resources 
of tlie country and the recording of the flow of streams 
have gone on under the Geological Survey. Classification 
and ai)praisal of coal lands and their restoration to entry at 
discriminating prices based ui)on the classification has been 
extended to over sixteen million acres of a total valuation 
of over seven hundred and twelve million dollars. Tlie enor- 
mous petroleum deposits and phosphate deposits and water 
power sites belonging to the Government have l)een examined 
and classified and the data pre|)ared for the needed legislation 
to regulate their disposition. Construction under the arid 
land reclamation projects has been pressed forward, and 
over fifty tliousand people are now living upon the reclaimed 
land. 

Great reforms have been made in the economy of the 
public service. A commission apjminted by tlie President 
has been examining all llie departments of government 
o])erating iindc^r the antiquated statutes passed gen(‘rations 
ago with a view to aiiplying in them the latior-saving and 
irioney-saving melliods which liavi^ made the success of the 
great business establishments of our country. In the Treas- 
ury Department alone, where the ri'iforms first received iluuV 
effect and can best be measured, ov(^r eighteen liundrtMl 
places have been abolished, and this with increased eflicieruy 
of service, and without discharging any one but simply by 
not filling vacancies as they occurred. The savings (dfected 
in the administration of this one deiiartment amount approxi- 
mately to $2,631,000 per annum. The same policy in the 
Post Office Department has made that department self- 
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siipi^orting for the first time in thirty years, and has changed 
a deficit of $17,479,770.47 in 1909, caused especially by tlu^ 
increased cost of rural free delivery, to a surplus of $219,- 
118.12 in 191 1 . In the meantime the great Republican policy 
of rural free delivery has been advanced so that the rural f 
delivery routes now number 42,199, covering a mileage of 
1,210,447 miles. In the meantime also the new Republican 
policy of the postal savings system has been successfully 
inaugurated under the Act of June 25, 1910, beginning experi- 
mentally with a few offices, and now, after eleven months of 
operation, extending to seventy-five hundred presidential 
post offices and $11,000,000 of deposits. 

The iirmy has been made more efficient. The great pro- 
cess of training not only the regular army but the militia, by 
means of officers of instruction and joint operations has Ixaai 
pr(^ssed forward to the end that if war unfortunately conu^s 
upon us we sliall have, for the first tina^ in our history, a gnxit 
body of trained American citizens competent to act as offic(*rs 
of the volunteer force upon which we must so largely depend 
for our military defense. The test of mol)ilization of the 
regular army in Texas during the summer of 1911, with its 
rapidity of movement and freedom ,froni disease, has exhib- 
ited a record of competency and ability most r(xissuring and 
satisfactory. 

The navy has improved its organization and decreased its 
expenses, lias increased its preparedness and military effi- 
ciency, has improved its marksmanship and sldll in seaman- 
slup and evolution, and has reorganized and reduced tlie cosf 
of tlie system of construction, repair, and supply. 

The execution of the regular and established program of 
adding two battleships to the fleet annually to take the place 
of the old ships which from year to year grow obsolete, and 
to maintain the position of our navy among those of the great 
powers, has met with a reverse in the refusal of the Demo- 
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cratic House of Representatives to appropriate any money 
for the construction of battleships, and the question now 
stands between the Republican Senate and the Demo- 
cratic House as to whetlier our navy shall be maintained or 
sliall be permitted to fall back to a level with the weaker and 
unconsidered countries of the world. What is the will of the 
American people on that question ? 

The construction of the Panama Cana! has been pressed 
forward with renewed evidences under the concentrated 
observation of all the civilized world, that America possesses 
(‘onstructive genius, organizing power, and habits of honest 
administration, equal to the greatest undertakings. It is 
manifest now that the work will be done in advance of the 
l ime fixed and within tlie cost estimated, and that during the 
coming year it will be substantially eom])lt^ted. Will not 
the American people consider whether ili(\y have no grateful 
appreciation of the honor brought to us all by the gr(\al tiling 
that has beiai done on the Isthmus ? Wlnai tlu' wonderful 
jirocession of ships takes its way for the first tinu^ through 
the canal between the waters of tlu‘ Atlarit ic and tlu.‘ Pacific, 
will the people of America wish that the honors of that 
grixiier than a Roman triunqih be given, not to tlie men wlio 
executed the great design, but to tlie men wlio opjiosiMl and 
s(*ofl*ed and hindered and sought to frustTati*: the enterjirise, 
until in spite of tluan its succc'ss was assured ? 

In our foreign relations, controve,rsic\s of almost a lunulrial 
years over thc^ Nortluxistern fisheries liave been setllcal by 
arbitration at The Hague. The attianpt to preserve the fur 
sc‘al life of the Alaskan islands, in wliieh we were dideaUai 
twenty ycnrs ago in tlie Behring Sea arbitration, has lieen 
brought to success by diplomacy in the Fur Seal Treaty witli 
(ireat Britain, Japan, and Russia. The delicate questions 
arising from the termination of our treaty regidating trade 
and travel with Japan have been disi>osed of by a new triaity 
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satisfactory to both nations and to the people of both coasts 
of our own nation. Our tariff relations with all the world 
under the maximum and minimum clause of the Payne- 
Aldrich bill have been readjusted. The Departments of 
State and Commerce and Labor have promoted the extension 
of American commerce so that our foreign exports have 
grown from $1,491,744,641, in 1905, to $2,013,549,025, in 
1911, and the balance of trade in our favor for 1911 was 
$522,094,094. American rights have been asserted and 
maintained and peace with all the world has been preserved 
and strengthened. 

With this record of consistent policy and faithful service 
the Republican party can rest with confidence on its title to 
command the approval of the American people. We have 
a right to say that we can be trinsted to preserve and main- 
tain the American system of free representative government 
handed down to us by our fathers. At our hands it will be 
no empty form when the officers of the National Government 
subscribe the solemn oath required of them by law, “ That I 
will support and defend the Constitution of the United State's 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance; to the same.” 

We shall not apologize for American in.stitutions. We 
cherish wdth gratitude and reverence the memory of the great 
men who devised the American constitutional system — their 
unselfish patriotism, their love of liberty and justice, their 
lofty concejition of human rights, their deep^ insight into the 
strength and the w'eakness of human nature, their wise 
avoidance of the dangers which had wrecked all preceding 
attemi)ts at popular government, their breadth of view' w'liieii 
adapted the system they devised to the progress and develoj)- 
ment of a great people. We will be loyal to the princi])les 
they declared and to the spirit of liberty and progress, of 



REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATIONS 


£91 


justice and security, which they breathed into that immortal 
instrument. 

No government which must be administered by weak and 
fallible men can be perfect, but we may justly claim for our 
government under the Constitution that for a century and a 
quarter it has worked out the best results for indiv'idual 
liberty and progress in civilization yet achieved by govern- 
mental institutions. Under the peace and security which it 
has afforded, not only has our country become vastly rich 
but there has been a diffusion of wealth which should inspire 
che(;rful confidence in the future. WitiK'ss the 0,507,185 
separate savings bank accounts, with $4,212,583,508 de- 
posits in the year 1011. Witness the 6,361,502 farms, and 
thevalue of farms and fann property of $40,901,440,000 in the 
year 1010, a value more than doubled between 1000 and 
1010. Witness the stream of immigrants pouring iti from all 
countries of the earth to share the hap}>ier lot of labor in our 
fortunate land — 9,673,073 of them since 1001. Nowhere 
on ('arth is tliere such unfettered scope for the indtq^endence 
of individual manliood; nowhere greater sc'Ciirity and com- 
]>et(mcy for the family home; nowliere more universal advan- 
tages of education for rich and [)oor alike; nowlu're such 
universal response to all demands of charity and noble j)lans 
for relieving the distress and impnjving tlie condition of man- 
kind; nowhere a more ready quickening of iJublic .spirit under 
tli(' influence of high ideals; nowhere the true ends of gf)vcrn- 
ment more fully secured, than in the life of America today 
under the government of the Constitution. 

We will maintain the pow'cr and honor of the nation, but 
we will observe tliose limitations which the Constitution sets 
up for the preservation of local self-government. This coun- 
try is so large and the conditions of life arc .so varied that it 
would be intolerable to have the local and domestic affairs 
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of oiir home communities, which involve no national rights, 
controlled by majorities made up in other states thousands 
of miles away, or by the officials of a central government. 

We will perform the duties and exercise the authority of 
the offices with which we may be invested, but we will 
observe and require all officials to observe those constitu- 
tional limitations which prescribe the boundaries of official 
I)Ower. However wise, however able, however patriotic, a 
congress or an executive may be, however convinced they 
may be that the doing of a particular thing w'ould be bene- 
ficial to the j)ublic — if that thing be done by usurping th(' 
powers confided to another department or another officer it 
but opens the door for the destruction of liberty. The door 
opened for the patriotic and well-meaning to exercise powder 
not conferred upon them by law is tlie door o[>ciied also to 
the self-seeking and ambitious. There can be no free govern- 
ment in wdiich official power is not limited, and the limitations 
ui>on official power can be preserved onlj" l)y rigorously 
insisting upon their obs(>rvan(;e. 

W (" will make and vigorously enforce laws for llie promo- 
tion of public interests and tlie attainment of public ends, 
but we will obs(Tve those great ruh'S of right conduct which 
our fathers embodied in the limitations of the Constitution. 
W(' will hold sacred tlie declarations and prohiliitions of tlie 
Bill of Bights, which protect the life and liberty and pro])- 
erty of the citizen against the power of government, 
will k(K^p the covenant that our fathers made, and that W(‘ 
have reaflirmed from generation to generation, between tlie 
whole body of the peojile, and every individual under na- 
tional jurisdiction. It is a covenant between overwhelming 
power and every weak and defenseless one, every one who 
relies upon the protection of his country’s laws for security to 
enjoy the fruits of industry and thrift, every one who would 
worship God according to his conscience, however his faitli 
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may differ from that of his fellows, every one who asserts his 
manhood’s right of freedom in speech and action — a solemn 
covenant that between the weak individual and all the power 
of the people and tlie people’s officers shall forever stand the 
eternal princlydes of justice declared, defined, and made 
practically effective by specific rules in those provisions which 
we call the limitations of tlie Constitution. That covenant 
between power and weakness is the chief basis of American 
prosperity, American progress, and American liberty. It is 
because we liave always observed it that we are not torn by 
dissension and revolution and civil war and alternating 
anarchy and despotism like so many of our sister republics 
whose unhay^py fortune we deplore. Wilh all our ])ride in 
our vast material prosperity, in our successful institutions 
and our advance in civilization, we would not be boastful and 
vainglorious, for we come of God-fearing y3eople, and we 
have learned the truth taught by religion that all men are 
I^rone to error, are subji'ct to temy^tation, are led astray by 
impulse. We know that this is as true in governnient as it is 
in yjrivate life, for the freedom that some of our fathers 
sought was freedom of conscience from tlu‘ control of niajori- 
ticis; and our party was born in protest against the extension 
of a system of human slavery api>roved and maintained by 
majorities. We know that there is no safe course in the life 
of men or of nations excej>t to establish and to follow de- 
clared i^rinciples of conduct. There is a divine y>rinciy>le of 
justice which men cannot make or unmake, which is al)ove 
all governments, above all legislatures, aV)Ove all majorities. 
Conformity to it is a condition of national life. The Ameri- 
can y)eoy>le have set up this eternal law of justice as the guide 
for their national action. They have formulated and ex- 
I>ressed it in practical rules of conduct established by tliem 
impersonally, abstractly, when no interest or imy)ulse or 
specific desire was present to sway their judgment. Upon 
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submission and conformity to these rules of justice depends 
our existence as a nation; and as we love our country and 
hope for the continuance of its peace and liberty to our 
children’s children, we should humbly and reverently seek 
for strength and wisdom to abide by the principles of 
the Constitution against the days of our temptation and 
weakness. 

With a deep sense of duty so to order our countrj’^’s govern- 
ment that the blessings which God has vouchsafed to us may 
be continued, we can be trusted to keep the pledge given 
to the American people by the last Republican national 
convention: 

The Republican Party will uphold at all times the authority and integ- 
rity of the courts, state and federal, and will ever insist that their powers 
to enforce their process and to protect life, liberty, and property shall be 
preserved inviolate. 

We must be true to that pledge, for in no other way can 
our country keep itself within the strait and narrow path 
prescribed by the principles of right conduct embodied in our 
Constitution. 

The limitations upon arbitrary power, and the prohibitions 
of the Bill of Rights which protect liberty and insure justice 
cannot be enforced except through the determinations of an 
independent and courageous judiciary. 

We shall be true to that Republican pledge. The great 
courts in which Marshall, and Story, and Harlan sat will not 
be degraded from their high office. Their judges will not be 
punished for honest decisions; their judgments will be re- 
spected and obeyed. The keystone of this balanced and 
stable structure of government, established by our fathers, 
will not be shattered by Republican hands; for we stand 
with Alexander Hamilton, who said, in The Federalist: 

For I agree that there is no liberty where the power of judging be not 
separate from the legislative and executive powers: 
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we stand with John Marshall, who said, in Marbury vs, 
Madison : 

To what purpose are f)owers limited, and to what purpose is that limita- 
tion committed to writing, if thes<' limitations may, at any time, he passed 
by those intended to be restrained ? 

and we stand with Abraham Lincoln, who said, in his First 
Inaugural : 

A majority held in restraint by constitutional checks and limitations 
and always changing easily with <leliberate changes of popular opinion and 
sentiment, is the only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects it 
does of necessity fly to anarchy or despotism. 




THE RENOMINATION OF PRESIDENT TAFT 

SPEECH AS CHAIRMAN OP THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL 
CONVENTION OF 1912. NOTIFYING MR. TAI-'T OF HIS 
NOMINATION, WASHINGTON, AUGUST 1, 1912 

As cliairman of the Repiililiean National Convention of 1912, Mr. Root was 
charged by thf‘ convention to convey formal notification of his renoniinat ion iis the 
Republican Cxandidate for IVesident of the Ihiited States to William H. Taft. This 
official notification was amveyed to the IVesidcnt at the White Hoii.sc on August 1, 
1912, in the following addre.ss; 

M r. president, the coiiiiTiittee of notification here 
present has the honor to aiivise yon formally that on 
tlie twenty-second day of June last you were regularly and 
duly nominated by the nat ional (‘onvimtion of tlK' Repulilic^an 
party to be the Republican candidate for President for the 
term lieginning March 4, 1913. 

P''or tlic second time in the historj^ of the Repulilican party 
a part of the delegates have refusiHl to bi^ bound by the ax*tiou 
of the c*onvention. Now, as on the former occ’asion, the 
irreconcilable minority declares its intention to siijiport 
either your Diaiiocratic oppoiuait or a tliinl <‘aTididate. The 
reason assigiu^d for this course is dissatisfaction with tlic 
decision of certain contests in the making up of tlu' tem])orary 
roll of the coiiviaition. Tliosi^ coTlt(^sts W(T(‘ decided by the 
tribunal upon which the law'^ that lias goverruMl tlu‘ Re})ublb 
can party for more tlian foriy y<‘ars irai>osed tlie duly of 
deciding siudi contc'sts. So long as tliosc decisions were' mnde 
honestly and in good faith, all jicrsons were bound to acTx^it 
them as conclusivi* in the making ui) of tlu^ temxxirary roll 
of the convention, and neither in tlie facts and arguments 
produced before the national committee, tlie committee on 
credentials and the convention itself, nor otherwise, doe;A 


897 



298 


POLITICAL ADDRESSES 


there appear just ground for impeaching the honesty and 
good faith of the committee/s decisions. Both the making 
up of the temporary roll and the rights accorded to the per- 
sons upon that roll, whose seats were contested, were in 
a(‘cordance with the long-established and unquestioned rules 
of law governing the party, and founded iipoh justice and 
common sense. Your title to the nomination is as clear and 
unimpeachable as the title of any candidate of any party 
since political c^onventions began. 

Your selection has a broader basis than a mere expression 
of choice between different party leaders representing the 
same ideas. You have been nominated because you stand 
preeminently for certain fixed and essential principles which 
the Republican party maintains. You believe in preserv- 
ing the constitutional government of the LTnited States. You 
believe in the rule of law. rather than the rule of men. 
You realize that the only safety for nations, as for individ- 
uals, is to establish and abide l)y declared principles of action. 
You are in sympathy witli the great practical rules of rig] it 
conduct that tlie American p(M:)ple have set up for their own 
guidance and self-restraint in the limitations of the C^onslitu- 
tion — the limitations upon governmental and official jiower 
essential to the preservation of liberty and justice. You 
know that to sweep away these wise rules of self-restraint 
would be not jirogress, but decadence. You know that tlie 
great declarations of principle in our Constitution cannot be 
made an effectual guide to conduct in any other way than by 
judicial judgment upon attempts to violate them; and you 
maintain the independence, dignity, and authority of tlie 
courts of the United States. You are for progress along all 
the lines of national development, but for progress which 
still preserves the good we already have and holds fast to 
those essential elements of American institutions which have 
made our country prosperous and great and free. You rep- 
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resent the spirit of kindly consideration by every American 
citizen toward all his fellows, respect for the right of adverse 
opinion, peaceable methods of settling differences — the 
spirit and the method which make ordered and peaceful 
self-government possible, as distinguished from intolerance 
and hatred and violence. 

In respect to all these things our country is threatened from 
many sides. It is your high privilege to be the standard- 
bearer for the cause in whicli you believe; and in that cause 
of peace and justice and lil)erty, the millions of your country- 
men who believe as you do will stand with you, and the great 
party which was born in the struggle for constitutional 
freedom will support you. 




THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN 
OPPOSITION 


ADDRESS AS TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN 
STATE CONXENTION AT SARATOGA SPRINGS 
NEW YORK, AUGUST 18, 1914 

T his New York Republican State Convention meets 
under novel conditions. For the first time, the state 
c*onvention has no jiower to nominate candidates for office. 
Under the new primary law the candidates will be selected 
by the voters of the party at the i)rimary election on the 
twenty-eighth of September. The first and most obvious 
duty of the Ri^publicans of the state and of tlu' members of 
this convention rejiresenting tliem, is loyal and effective 
acceptance of the primary eleclion law. It is tnu' that the*, 
law is defective. In some respects it reads as if it liad betui 
framed witli a view to get credit for a popular act ratlier tlian 
with a, view to make a i)raetical working statute*. In soiiu? 
rt*s})ecls tlu* act seians as if it wen* d<*sigiic*d to per])etuate 
and strengthen the* control of political managers ratlic'r than 
to give the voters real and c‘fi‘eclive fre(*dom of choice. I^rol) - 
al)ly the law can be mucli im]>roved ; Imt the only way to 
bring about tin* improvement is to sul>init the law to tin* t(*st 
of practi(*al application, to put it in opc*ration in good faith, 
and tlien whatever dt‘fects tliere are, will l)econn* manift .st 
in such a way that it will l>e easy to (‘ure tlu‘m. 

Nevertlu*less this convention was necessary. The primary 
law provides that any jiarty may hold party conventions 
to be constituted in such manner and to have* such powers in 
relation to formulating party platforms and poliei(*s and the 
transaction of business relating to party affairs as tin* rules 
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and regulations of the party may provide not inconsistent 
with the provisions ’’ of the law. Such a convention as this 
statute contemplates was necessary, first, to consider and 
agree upon a platform upon which the candidates of the 
party, when chosen, are to stand and by which the people of 
the state may be informed of tlie principles to be applied in 
government if the Republican candidates are elected. This 
is something which cannot be done by the voters at the pri- 
mary. Their action is limited by the law to the selection of 
candidates. It is something which ought not to be done by 
any self-constituted and irresponsible person or group 
assuming to act for the party, but it should be done in the 
open, by accredited representatives of all parts of the states 
It cannot be done by the candidates when selected because 
that would be a reversal of tlie fundamental idea of political 
parties, which is that the people of a country divide accord- 
ing to the differences of their political views upon matters of 
greatest importance, and, upon one side and anotlier, tlu^ 
voters who agree among themselves upon these fundamental 
questions subordinate all minor differences of feeling and 
opinion and unite to select candidates who will give effect to 
their common judgment. To hand the party declaration of 
principles over to the candidate after his selection would be 
to deny the whole rational basis of American party govern- 
ment, upon which this new primary election law depends. It 
would be to make the princijdes of the party depend uj^on the 
opinions of the candidate instead of having the candidate 
stand uj)on the principles of the party. And it would trans- 
form our system of parties into purely personal followings of 
popular leaders, — which Heaven forbid, because that basis 
of political action always has been and must be inconsistent 
with orderly and effective popular self-government. 

The second duty which the convention has to perform is to 
consider, and 1 assume to ai>prove, the proposal of the 
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National Committee of the party to make representation in 
national conventions conform more closely to the Republi- 
can vote in the several states and to leave the method of 
selecting the delegates to the regulation of the Republicans 
in each state. The most salient effect of this change will be a 
considerable reduction of representation from the Southern 
States, where a very small Repul)lican vote is cast. 1 assume 
the proposed change will be approved because the represen- 
tatives of the state of New York have steadfastly voted for 
such a change in successive national conventions, and the 
Saratoga convention of 1913 expressly declared in favor of it. 
The reason for acting now is that if the rules are to be 
changed for the next national convention, it riiust be done 
before the delegates to that convention are elected. The 
present rules of the j^arty regulating representation in na- 
tional conventions were adopted in 1880, after niuch dis- 
cussion by the national eorivenlion, at whicli tlie late S(aiator 
George F. Hoar presided, and James A. Garfield was nomi- 
nated for President. Those rules are binding upon tlie 
National Committee. If they remain unchanged it will be 
tlie duty of the National Cornmitte^e to issue a call in accord- 
ance with them for the (‘lection of delegates to the next 
national convention, and when the delegates have* l>een 
elected thc^y wall be entitled to seats in accordance with those 
rules, d'hey wall constitute tlu‘ convention. I)(‘legat(‘s can- 
not be eh'cted under one set of rul(\s u]>on one basis of repre- 
sentation and given or denied seats under some otlu^r rul<‘ and 
upon a different liasis of rej>resentation. 

The third duty of the convention is to represent the Re|)ub- 
lican voters of thestate in consulting about tlie policy to be fol- 
lowx‘d by the party in selecting (candidates so that tlie vot(‘rs 
may act effectivel3" at the primary election wa’lh a (‘oniinon 
purpose to secure party success at the la^gular election. In 
substance this consultation and any conclusions which we 
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may reach, any opinions we may express, any advice we may 
give, will relate to the subject of geographical distribution of 
candidates. At the coming primary the Republicans of the 
state are to select candidates for twenty-four offices to be 
filled by the voters of the entire state. These are: United 
States Senator, Judge of the Court of Appeals, Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Comptroller, Attor- 
ney-General, State Treasurer, State Engineer and Sur- 
veyor, and fifteen delegates-at-large to the constitutional 
convention. In so large a state as this and with so many 
offices to fill, it is important to party success that every 
section of the state sliall have the kind of interest in 
ticket selected at the primary which comes from having 
upon it a candidate who is known and trusted in that 
vicinity; and it is important for government after the elec- 
tion that the officers in the state gov(*rnment and in tlie 
constitutional convimtion shall be in touch with all parts of 
the state and familiar with tlu^ interests and opinions of all 
the people of the state. It would be unfortunate if all tliese 
candidate's who are to be seh'cted should prove, as the resull 
of the primary, to be resideaits of one city or county. Yet 
something like that might happen if in (Vich places the Re])ub- 
lieans were' to vote at the primary, as they very naturally 
might, for residents of their own vicinity, or if the voters of 
one large place were to vote in that way, while the Republi- 
cans of all tlie rest of the state' divided among a great nuinlx'r 
of candidates. .J'he result of such voting would be tliat llit' 
candidates of the one x)lace wliich voted solidly for its own 
residi'uts would have a [plurality among a great multitude of 
candidates wliile they were really the choice of only a small 
minority of the Republicans of the state. How to avoid sucli 
a result is a serious question. How may these candidates 
be distributed so that in all parts of the state there will be 
active j^ersonal interest in the success of the Republican 
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ticket and so that all parts of the state will find real knowl- 
edge and comprehension of their needs in the new govern- 
ment. Our opponents will have no such trouble. More 
than one-half of the normal Democratic vote of the state is 
cast in the city of New Y"ork, and the great mass of those 
voters, following the directions of their local party organiza- 
tion, will distribute the nominations as that organization 
directs. The voters in the Republican primary, scattered 
through sixty-two counties, imbosscd, will follow nobody’s 
direction, but will act each according to his own judgment, 
and it will be necessary that they shall themselves consider 
what will be the elTect of their action in regard to the distri- 
Inition of candidates. There should be comparatively little 
difficulty in this respect in making th(' nominations for the 
chief offices, the Governor, the Uniti'd States Semator, and 
the Judge of the ("ourt of Apyieals; The candidates for these 
offices will naturally be men known throughout the state, and 
the voters at the primary will probably be affected more by 
tlieir knowledge of tlie men and their records than by local 
considerations. 

On the other hand, it seems that it will l)e quite impossible 
for the voters to make up a list of fiftc^en delegatl^s-at-la^ge 
to the constitutional convention j>roperly distributed through 
the state without somc‘ jirevious understanding among tluan- 
selves regarding their action. The votcTs themselves would 
not know who were suital>le and available candidates in 
otlier localities. The vot(T in Saint luav rence or (kittaraii- 
giis would know very little as to who ought to go to ihc con- 
vention from New York or Brookkm, and the voter in New 
York or Brooklyn would have no l>etter knowledge as to wlu) 
ought to go from Saint Lawrence or Gattaraugus. Men 
suitable to be delegates-at-large to tlu^ convention cannot l)e 
expected to make a camy)aign in order to l)ring themselves to 
the knowledge of the voters of the entire state. Men 
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do that for the governorship or for the senatorship, but not 
for the position of delegate to the constitutional convention. 
The time and effort and expense would be prohibitory. 
There seems to be no way of reaching a wise result in rt^gard 
to these offices except for the representatives of the Repub- 
lican voters who are convened here to ascertain who are avail- 
able and suitable for delegate.s-at-large to the convention 
from all parts of the state, and then advise the Republican 
voters of the result in the form of a recommendation, leav- 
ing the voters to aceept as much or as little of the recom- 
mendation as they choose. 

As to the other state offices, the wise course to follow is 
more doubtful. It may well be, however, that by sim[)le 
comparison of views, facilitated by tliis gatliering and with- 
out any recommendation from the convention, such unity 
of action can be obtained that the designation by petition of 
candidates for those offices to be passed upon at the primary 
may be so distributed that no unbalanced or injurious result 
will follow. 

There is, however, a broader question presented to all 
Republican voters by the new primary law — a question 
upon which the convention itself can take no action, but 
wliich the members of the convention ought to consider and 
discuss here among themselves and with their constituents 
upon their return to their homes. That question is: What 
is to be the effect of the primary law upon the cohesion and 
unity of the party, its capacity for united effort, its posses- 
sion of a common spirit, the willingness of its members to 
subordinate minor differences in order to secure the triumph 
of the principles upon which tlu're is party agreement ? An' 
the bonds of habit, of tradition, of sentiment, of sympathy, 
of opinion, and of faith, which have held together this great 
organization, wiser and more competent than any of its 
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members, and have made it a potent agency for orderly 
self-government, to be dissolved ? 

We are to have a campaign of personal controversy, of 
personal attack and defense in which great bodies of voters 
within the party will be arrayed in hostile attitudes toward 
each other'. Whoever is nominated will find a great faction 
of the Republican voters themselvc's disposed to be un- 
friendly to him, possessed of unfriendly opinions regarding 
him, smarting under defeat. Will they turn around and give 
him active su]>port ? Will they come out and vote for him ? 
If they do not, then success at the primary is but a prelude 
to defeat at the polls, and the primary contest is but a means 
for the destruction of the party. 

Tlie first duty of Republicans is to see to it that no such 
result shall happen; and to accomplish this two things are 
necessary. The first is, that every Republican who votes at 
the primary election shall do so under a sense of honorable 
obligation to accept and stand Ijy the result whatever it is. 
No man has any right to vote at a primary unless lu; is willing 
to do that. No man can honc'stly vote at a primary intending 
to accept the result if he succeeds and to repudiate it if he 
fails. Somebody must fail, but the good old American way 
in which our free pojjular governnu'nt has la^en maintained 
is that the defeated do not sulk or desert or take to the woods; 
but stand by the result, conscious that other days are to 
come, and in the clicerful hr)[)e that the defeated of today 
may be the victors of tomorrow. The other necessary thing 
is, that this primary contc'st shall be conducted not as bo 
tween enemies but as between friends, memlx'rs of the same 
party and anxious for a common success; with good temjxr 
and courtesy, and not with malevolence and denunciation; 
that no ammunition be manufactured for the enemy; that 
no wounds be inflicted that cannot be healed, no wrongs done 
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that cannot be forgiven, no breaches opened that cannot be 
closed, when the success of the party requires that its 
members act together. 

These things can be accomplished only by the aroused, 
intelligent, earnest, loyal public opinion of the party, and, 
unless an api>eal can be made with success to that opinion, 
the primary law will be a failure as a means of expressing the 
party’s will or the party will have proved itself unfit to 
govern because incapable of self-control. 

For the first time in eighteen years the Republican party 
of the state conies to the election of its state government 
and its national representatives as the party of opposition 
both in the state and in the nation. We are about to appeal 
to the voters of the state for a judgment upon the conduct 
of government by the Democratic party at Albany and in 
Washington. I shall not undertake to argue the case which 
we can make, but briefly to indicate what seem to me some 
of the most important considerations which form a part of 
that case. 

The Democratic party took possession of the national 
government a year and a half ago with a program of policy 
by which they proposed to set free every American from the 
incubus of too great success by otliers, to reduce the cost of 
living, and to give new life and prosperity to American pro- 
duction and commerce, and more ample and certain returns 
to American industry. Tlnar program has been followed 
along three main lines relating to the tariff, the financial 
system, and the control of trusts and corporations. Tlic 
tariff was to be for revenue only, and by removing protection 
it was to set free American industry and reduce the cost of 
living. You know and your constituents know better than 
I can tell you whether these results have been accomplished. 
Have the rewards of American industry been increased ? 
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We all know that they have not; but that on the contrary 
production has been decreased. Many mills and factories 
have closed or are running but a part of the time. Great 
numbers of American employees have been tlirovn out of 
work. The domestic market which formerly furnished them 
employment has been to some considerable degree turned 
over to foreign production. The import of foreign products 
for the fiscal year 1014 exceeded those for the })receding year, 
ending June 30, 1013, to the extent of $80,917,423; that is 
to say, nearly $81,000,000 which would have gone to keep 
American production active and American workmen em- 
ployed has been paid to foreign ])roduc(a's. New markets 
liave not been opened al)road to counter-balance tins trans- 
fer of our purchases, for our exports in the fiscal year 1014 
were less than our exports in the preceding year, 1013, by 
$101,305,001. So that American production during this 
past year has been diminished in its foreign marlad. and 
superseded in its domestic market to tln‘ extent of ovc^r 
$182,000,000. In the meantinH^ the domestic market for 
our production has been still furllier diminished because* the 
multitude of workmen who are not employed have lost, the 
greater part of their purchasing ])ower and tlie ])ro<lueers 
and the merchants are nndving little or no profit are 

obliged to curtail their exp(*nses. 

And yet the cost of living has not been reducc*d. We 
all know that it has not. And it s(*eins that if il (*v(*r is to 
be reduced by the* working of De*moeratie f)olicies it will l)e 
through the distressing and painful cause that the Anu rican 
people have become wholly unable to pay the cost. Nor lias 
tins tariff, for revenue only, been successful as a {iroducer of 
revenue. The customs revenues of the United States for the 
fiscal year 1914, with its $81,000,000 of increased importa- 
tions, fell short of the customs revenues for the preceding 
year by $20,132,740.77, 
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The American people have many times sustained the policy 
of protection for American industry by overwhelming majori- 
ties; but in the few years which preceded the elections of 
1910 and 1912 the people had become impatient with what 
they believed to be unjust and excessive protection for par- 
ticular interests. Persistent charges that the high cost of 
living was due to the tariff, and the spectacle of great wealth 
amassed in large enterprises had created an imj>ression of 
protection profitable almost exclusively to the owners and 
very little to the workmen in our manufactories and mines. 
The special and expert advocates of the tariff allowed the 
system to be tried upon its abuses rather than upon its merits. 
But when the Democratic party came into power it did not 
attempt to reform abuses of the protective tariff. It repu- 
diated the protective theory altogether and xindertook to 
make a tariff which should not protect. Under the last 
administration the Republicans in Congress had made an 
earnest effort to prevent further tariff abuses by reforming 
the method of making the tariff. They put into the tariff 
bill of 1909 a provision under which an expert, non-partisan 
tariff commission was appointed by President Taft and 
entered upon a careful, thorough, scientific investigation of 
the facts upon which could be determined, in regard to every 
branch of production, what would be a fair and reasonable 
protection based upon the amount of labor entering into tin* 
j)roduction of each article and upon the comparative con- 
ditions at home and abroad. The Congress also passed a 
further measure, by sq>arate bill, providing for a tariff com- 
mission of broader and more specific powers to report to 
Congress the results of its investigation; but this bill was 
delayed by a Democratic filibuster in tlie Senate and then 
by a Democratic filibuster in the House until the close of the 
Sixty-first Congress, and the advent of a Democratic House, 
March 4, 1911, prevented it from becoming a law. Then the 
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new Democratic House starved the existing tariff commission 
out of existence by refusing appropriations to enable it to go 
on with its work. The Democrats who made the present 
tariff bill scorned the assistance of a tariff commission. They 
did not care to know what would be reasonable and fair 
protection because they intended to give no protection. 
They believed, sincerely, I do not doubt, that the manu- 
facturers, and miners, and fanners who had been maintain- 
ing the protective system by their votes for so many years 
had been receiving undue and unfair advantages by the pro- 
visions of the tariff law, and they could not restrain a certain 
feeling of hostility to the men they bad been opposing for so 
long and to the industries in which those men were engaged. 
The present tariff was made under the influence of tliat feel- 
ing. Perhaps the time has now conu^ when the American 
people are ready again to try the protective system upon its 
merits, and to call for legislation inspired by a sj)irit of 
friendship for American industry. 

Although eight months have passed since tht^ Banking 
and Currency Act l)ecame a law, it has not yet been i)ut into 
operation, while the proposed legislation against trusts and 
corporations has not yet been completed. Those measures, 
liowever, have not been witliout their effect upon tlie welfar<‘ 
of the country. The various forms in which they have been 
cast, the discussions upon them, the avowed objects, tlie 
unavowed but ill concealed objects, the spirit of the dominant 
party in dealing with them, all have combined to imi)ress the 
enterprise of the country with a sense that the government is 
hostile. Assurances to the contrary do not avail against tlie 
general weight of evidence derived from conduct. Wlurre are 
the new undertakings, the new investment of capital, tlie new 
employment of labor, the extensions, the enlarg(^iiients, the 
new departures of active enterprise, which should mark the 
passing years of a vigorous and progressive people in the mid- 
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course of developing a vast, rich country ? Enterprise hesi- 
tates; it waits, irresolute and fearful, because, under the 
dominance of a party which has shown such jealousy and 
envy of business success, they are afraid of what government 
may do to them and to their prospective customers and to 
their hoped-for opportunities. In this great country, in 
which practically all production must seek far distant mar- 
kets and practically all demand must seek far distant sources 
of supply, the working of the vast and complicated system of 
industrial excluiriges requires great investments and great 
organizations. The business cannot be done otherwise. 
Those organizations and those investments halt in doubt. 
No one knows whether the railroads and steamship lines of 
the country are to be permitted to earn their interest and 
dividends. No one knows whether great industrial or com- 
mercial organizations, however scrupulously they obey the 
law, are to be permitted to continue. No one knows wlnai 
the malice and misrc^preseritation of a disappointed com- 
petitor or the loose declamation of a demagogue may bring 
the vast new iiK] nisi tori al powers of government down to 
destroy credit and ruin an undertaking. Enterprise halls 
because it distrusts and fears the Democratic party. In the 
meantime, while private enteiprise is repressed, government 
control grows. It has been discovered that by graduating 
the income tax and fixing a high exemption, j)ractica]ly the 
entire tax may be drawn from the great industrial communi- 
ties of New England, the Middle States, and the Central 
West, while tlie disposition of tlie money raised by taxation 
may be determined by the representatives of other parts of 
the country which have paid none of the tax; so that one set 
of Americans is to pay the money and another set of Ameri- 
cans is to spend it. Accordingly, there has beem in Congress 
an entire absence of that sense of responsibility for the ex- 
penditure of government money which comes from account- 
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ability to constituents wlio pay the money. New schemes 
have been devised to distribute in the places where it will 
do the most good the money taken from rich states by 
taxation; $35,000,000 has been voted to build railroads in 
Alaska; $25,000,000 has been voted by the House to be 
exx>ended upon good roads all over the United States, and 
that is the prelude to good road schemes miming iij) into the 
billions. In a multitude of ways the desire is apparent that 
to prevent the investment of capital from being profitable, to 
prevent money being made in private enterprise, tlie gov- 
ernment shall step in, secaire the capital by taxation, and 
carry on the business itself. Vast and uncontrolled powers 
over the life and activity of the xAmeric^an people are being 
vested in government commissions. The Interstate Com- 
merce Commission lias control of the railroads. The Fed- 
eral Reserve^ Board is to have control of banks and liankers 
and of the credits of the country. Tlie Trade Commission is 
to command the disclosure of the private affairs of all indus- 
try, with the trerruaidous j)ow(r of blackmail, dt\stniction of 
credit, and ruin, which that involves. The Internal Revenue 
Bureau may carry iiuiuisitorial proccrMlings into the private 
affairs of every individual. AV(‘ are rapidly pressing towards 
the j>oint where if enterprise is to live* it must curry favor of 
government, and thrift must follow fawning. 

What wonder that the country begins to look ba(*k to the 
conditions which the Democratic party has l)ee‘n de stroying. 
The years between the cemsus of 1900 anel the* census (>f 1910 
were the last decaele of Rej)ublicaii cemtre)!. During that 
I>erioel the manufacturing caj)ital e)f the e^ountr;^" increas(*ei 
from $8,975,000,000 to $18,428,000,000; the* value of manu- 
factured products from $13,004,000,000 to $20, (*>72,000,000; 
the value of the materials used in manufacture from $(>,575,- 
000,000 to $12,141,000,000; the mimben* of e*inployees en- 
gaged in manufacture from 5,()7C>,000 to 7,405,000; the 
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wages and salaries paid to the employees of manufacture 
from $2,730,000,000 to $4,365,000,000; the exports of tlie 
country from $1,304,000,000 to $1,744,000,000; the number 
of savings bank depositors from 6,107,000 to 9,142,000; the 
amount of their deposits from $2,389,000,000 to $4,070,000,- 
000; the value of farm property ' from $20,439,000,000 to 
$40,991,000,000. Which party has done the better by the 
country ? 

I shall leave to others the painful task of pointing out the 
corruiition, the profligacy, and the incompetence, which have 
characterized the government of our state under Democratic; 
control. The {)eople of the state are not ignorant of the way 
in which the Democratic party has served them. They will 
long carry the l)urden of debt which has been i)ut upon them 
without benefit. And they feel the humiliation of tlie 
scandals in Albany and New York. But where hav(‘ fraud 
and corruption and theft becm hunted down and brought to 
justice; and punished, except where th(*re chanced to be a 
Republican prosecuting officer ? Why is it that under a long 
series of Republican stat<> administrations we had honest 
govcrnnu;nt and under Democratic administrations we have 
had waste and graft and a plundered treasury ? It is not 
Ijecause there are not good and honest uk ii in the Democratic 
party. It is not bc'causc; then; are not bad men in the Repul)- 
lieau party. It is because in tlu' Democratic party of the' 
state of New A’ork, taken as a wliole, the base and malign 
influence's e'ontrol and gert the better of the honest men, while 
in the; Republican j)arty, as a whole, the honest and patriotic 
influences control and sustain the honest men. Because 
the Republican j)arty, as a whole, is fit to govern and the 
Democratic j)arty, as a whole, is not. 

Which party do the people of the state of New York wish 
to put in power on the first of the coming year ? 
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In this controversy^ with the Democratic party the Repub- 
lican party stands alone. The threat of a tliird party which 
alarmed so many Republicans two years ago and still vexed 
us one year ago has practically disappeared. It is now 
plain tliat it never liad any real substance apart from the 
powerful personality of Mr. Roosevelt. This is unmistak- 
ably indicated by the statistics of recent enrollments and 
votes. In Pennsylvania, wher(‘ 447,4‘'2() votes w(a*e cast for 
Progressive (‘lectors in 1015, the recent total vote in the 
Progressive primary was but 4(>,7B5, while the Rei>ublicans 
polled in their primai-it^s 00,000 morc‘ votes tlian l)oth the 
Progressives and Democrats. In California, wher(‘ there 
were but scattering Rc'publican votes at the last presidential 
election, the Republican enrollment (‘Xceeds that of eithc'r 
Democrats or Progr(\ssives by more tlian 100, 000, and com(\s 
within 1,800 of equalling both togetluT. In South Dakota, 
which gave a 10,000 Progressive? majority, a consiTvative 
Republican has been nominaicul for Ignited Statics Scaiator by 
a majority of 9,000. In tlie Maryland seaiatorial e](‘ction tlu' 
Republican vote iiierc^ased 18,000 and tlu‘ Ih’ogressive vot(‘ 
d('creased 50,000. In tli(‘ New^ Jc'rsey state election the Re- 
publican vote incixaised 51,000 and the Progressive vote 
decreased 104,000. In re'cent l)y-eI(‘clions of Congre^ssmen 
wa' find in an lowai district a Rejmblican gain of 5,000 tuul a 
Progressive loss of 11,000, In Maine a Republican gain of 
8,000 and a Progressive loss of (),700. In Massa(‘lnis(‘t ts a 
Ib'publican loss of 1,900, Democratic loss of 0,000, IVogres- 
sive loss of 5,500. In West Virginia a Rej)ul)Iican loss of 
1,700, Democratic loss of 9,000, Progress! vc‘ loss of 9,500. 
In Alleglieny county, Pennsylvania, where tlj(‘ Rc|)ub]icMn 
(‘l(‘ctors in 1915 received but 54,000 votes, th(‘ Rcpul)Iican en- 
rollment is now 157,000. In this state the Republican enroll- 
ment exceeds the vote for Republican electors in 1915 by 
07,000, and the Progressive enrollment is 578,000 less than 
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the votes cast for Progressive electors in that year. And it is 
reported in the public press that the Progressive primaries are 
to nominate not members of the Progressive party but a 
selection of Republicans and Democrats for the principal 
offices to be filled. 

Plainly, if the people of the state wish to put ^n end to 
Democratic control they must do it by voting for the 
Republican candidates. 

The duty of the Republican party of the state will not l)e 
limited to administration. The great changes of our time in 
industrial and social conditions, the increase of population 
and wealth, the growth of cities, the magnitude of business 
enterprise, the interdc^pendence of individual life, have cast 
new burdens upon government and have made it vastly rnori^ 
complicated and difficult. The essential principles have not 
changed but the macliinery has become overtaxed. Abuses 
have arisen, and mere faithful administration appears unable 
to remove tlnan, for the organization of government lias be- 
come inadequate. Tliese conditions must l)e dtuilt with b\^ 
affirmative, constructive treatment, and that treatment it is 
th(‘ duty and it is the puri)Ose of the Republican party to give. 

The most i)atcnt difficulty has been in the working of our 
representative system. It is not peculiar to New York. Tlie 
legislatures of our states generally have been unable to deal 
adequately with the problems presented to them. Onr 
American State legislatures were organized to deal witli 
comparatiA^ely simple government. Their members were 
representatives of small, local constituencies with whose' 
affairs they had intimate personal knowledge. The questions 
which came before them were originally free from complica- 
tion and within the range of their exi>erience. 

All that has changed. The questions with which our legis- 
latures now have to deal involve enormous values, compli- 
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catcd relations, and social problems with which the best 
thought of the world is struggling. To attain wise action 
upon such questions intelligent leadership is necessary. 
That is the invariable rule of human action. Results which 
require the conjoint action of considerable numbers of men 
never yet have been successfully attained, and apparently 
never will be except through the development of some leader- 
ship of thought and feeling. That is true in peace as it is in 
war. It is true in politics, in labor, in sport, in business, ui>on 
ev(Ty occasion which requires many men to act together. 
There need not be control but there must be leadership. In 
recent years the real leaders of opinion — the natural leaders, 
the men competent to lead in politics, in l)usiness, and in 
thought — have not as a rule been members of state legis- 
latures. There arc exce{)tions, but it is true of the system 
generally that our state legislatures have not coiitairual 
within themselves the elements of lead(Tshi{) necessary to 
deal with the great j)roblems of our time. From this lack 
of capacity for internal leadership there came, in the eoursc‘ of 
our political devt'Iopment, a system of external leadersliii) 
of state legislatures. Party leaders from outside the h^gisla- 
ture directed legislative operation, and ultimately the one 
chief party leader exercised sole control over his l>arty votes 
in the legislature. Not sc'lectcd by the j>eople, not resp()n,sil)le 
to them, not subject to the obligations of oflieial station, fr(H‘ 
from all the limitations which laws liav<* thrown about tlie 
exercise of oflieial power, proceeding in })rivate, and a(*count" 
able to no one for tlie motives or the influeiK^es oi)era{ing 
upon him, this extra-constitutional authority came to control 
the constitutional governinimt of the states. 

A popular revolt against the system tluis created fourul its 
expression in many parts of the country in state (‘onstitu- 
tions, crowded with limitations ux)on the }>ower of tlie h^gisla- 
ture, and in the expedient of direct legislation by the people 
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through the initiative and compulsory referendum. Those 
expedients have been the outcome of proper and laudable 
determination to escape from the control of legislatures 
dominated in the way I have descril>ed. They are not, 
however, tlie true avenues of escape. They are not progress. 
They are retrogression. They are not reform. They are aban- 
donment of representative government. They are based upon 
a surrender of state legislatures to perdition. They concede 
incapacity of a free, self-governing people to constitute and 
maintain an honest and competent legislative body. The 
true remedy is, not to abandon representative government, 
but to reform our representative system and make it ade- 
quate to the demands of our time. To accomplisli this tlu‘ 
people themselves must give adequate leadership to their 
legislative bodies and conform the power and procedure of 
those bodies to the existence of such leadership. Insti^ad 
of having an unofricial political boss leading our legislatur(‘ 
in secret, let the leader of the legislature be elected by all 
the people of tlie state, put by law into such relations with the 
legislative body that his leadership will be exercised in public 
and lawful i)rocedure, and let the governor of the state be 
that leader. To have effective government somebody should 
be responsil)le for a governmental policy. Let the governor b(‘ 
responsible, subject to the approval or disapproval of the 
legislature. Let the governor or the heads of his executive 
departments have seats in the senate and assembly, witli 
the right to explain their policies and the duty to answer 
questions pertinent to legislation. In place of the inconsider- 
ate, reckless, unregulated, and log-rolling method of piling up 
appropriations without regard to resources, let us have a 
definite budget prepared and submitted to the legislature 
upon the responsibility of the executive, with legislative 
power to refuse but not to increase or add appropriations. 
Then log-rolling will cease and economy will become practi- 
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cable. Then there will be effective power, coupled with 
responsibility — but not autocratic powers, because the 
initiative and leadership will be the duty of an officer elected 
by the people of the state to perforin the duty; and because 
final legislative decision will remain with the legislature itself. 

The reflections which arise in considering the relations 
of the executive and tlie legislature lead inevitably to anotln^r 
field of reform in state government. That is, the adoption of 
the short ballot. That is demanded both for the efficiency 
of our electoral system and for the efficiency of govt^nment 
after election. The tendency of the modern remedi<\s for 
government evils has be(m to complicate greatly the lousiness 
of the voter. The initiative and referendum, and constitu- 
tional amendments, and a vast nndtii>lieation of offices, 
municipal, state, and national, have i)roduced enormous 
ballots and a multitude of names and questions demanding 
the voter’s attention, quite beyond his ordinary capacity. 
This is now made still worse by the introduction of the 
Massachus('tts ballot, under which tlie voter cannot accom- 
plish his purpose by simply marking a party column, hiven 
the men most familiar witli political aflairs find it difficult to 
act intelligently upon all the names and qiu\stions }>re8ente(l 
by our modern ballots. There is a general and a just feeding 
that the work of the voter ought to be sim}>lified. It is a gen- 
eral rule that the fewi'r and simpler the matters whicdi arc* 
presented to the voter at the bjdlot box, tlu' more c(^rtainly 
the voter acts for himself ui>on his own intelligent judgment, 
while tlie more numerous and eomj>licate(l are the mattcM’s 
presented, the greater is the control of the political manager. 
The most obvious step towards simplifying the ballot in 
this state is to have the heads of executive def)artm<^nts 
appointed by the governor, as the^^ arc now by the Pr(\sid(‘nt 
of the United States under the national system, instead of 
having each one separately elected as tluy^ are now In this 
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state. Still more important would be the effect of such a 
change upon the efficiency of government. The most impor- 
tant thing in constituting government is to unite respon- 
sibility with power, so that a certain, known person may be 
held definitely responsible for doing what ought to be done, 
to be rewarded if he does it and punished if he does not do 
it, and that the person held responsible shall have the power 
to do the thing. Under our system we have divided execu- 
tive power among many separately elected heads of depart- 
ments, and we have tlius obscured responsibility, because, 
in the complicated affairs of our government, it is hard for 
the best informed to know who is to be blamed or who is to 
be praised; wlio ought to be rewarded or who punished. At 
the same time that tlie governor is empowered to ai)point tla^ 
heads of executive departments and made responsible for 
their conduct, there plainly ought to be a general reorganiza- 
tion of the executive braneli of our government, and tlie 
vaisteful duplication of effort and the multiplication of offices 
under a multitude of expensive commissions ought to b(‘ 
obviated by making the regular organization of the exec- 
utive departments adequate for the i>erformance of their 
appropriate duties. 

As to the third branch of government — the judiciary — 
the position of the Republican i>arty is clear and firm. It 
stands for the independence, the dignity, and the authority 
of the courts. It believes, as our fathers believed, that here 
is the very citadel of liberty and of justice. It believes that 
there can be no freedom unless against all private wrong and 
against all official oppression the weakest citizen can appeal 
to impartial judicial judgment for the enforcement of those 
principles of right conduct which have been established in 
the growth of Anglo-Saxon liberty and have been embodie d 
in the constitutions of these self-governing states. We will 
support the courts created by the people in the discharge of 
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their high duty to enforce the principles of justice declared by 
the people against all officers, however powerful, and against 
all temporary majorities, however great, for we recognize 
that there are principles of justice which do not depend upon 
majorities. If the constitution or the law is wrong we will 
change it, but so long as it stands we will enforce it, and 
we are unalterably against every proposal to punish judges 
by popular recall or to overrule their decisions by popular 
vote. 

In the judicial field, nevertheless, we recognize tlie need 
of affirmative reform. The administration of justice should 
be made more simple, more speedy, morc^ direct, less 
costly. C'omplication and intricate technicality of judi- 
cial procedure, wliich have resulted in some part from the 
inheritance of customs arising in early days under differ- 
ent conditions and in greater part by continual legislative 
tinkering with the law of procedure, ougliL to l)e swept away, 
the courts ought to be permitted to do justice in a simj>l(^ 
and natural way, unliindered by statutory technicalities. 
There is no sufficient reason why this cannot be done. 'Jdiere 
is no reason why <wery honest man should not. get his rights 
without being disheartened by delay or ruined l)y expense. 
The reform of procedure may well include making more 
simple and speedy, less cumbersome and expensive, th(‘ pro- 
ceedings upon the trial of imptxacliments and in the hearings 
re([uired for the removal of judges by concurrent resolut ion. 
There is no good reason why the testimony in such cases should 
not ordinarily be taken l)efore a suitable (mnmittei' in ojxai 
session and reported to the l>ody wliich is to render judgment 
as if it were the testimony in an equity cause, so that only a 
brief interference with legislative business would be involved. 

The Republican party is the j>arty of true reform. It liolds 
fast that which is good and seeks to build up. It maintains 
the American theory of government, and seeks to lilieralize 
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its application to meet the conditions of the times. It will 
not change its principles upon the shifting demands of popu- 
larity. It conceives true progress to be won by persisting in 
the hard, slow course of popular self-develojjment and self- 
government, and not by abandoning the performance of duty 
and seeking the ends of government through easy experi- 
ments without effort and without sacrifice. Upon the proved 
capacity and sincerity of its past and upon the failure of 
tlie opposing party, because it has governed well and the 
Democratic party has governed ill, the Rej>ublican party 
demands from the people of tlu? state that the powers of 
government be placed again in its hands. 
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address at a public meeting held under the direction of 
THE republican CLUB, NEW YORK, OCTOBER 5. 1916 

T he people of the United States liav^e some serious busi- 
ness to be done by their Government in the next four 
years and the way in wliieh it is done will be of vital impor- 
tance to the country and to all of us in the country. Foreign 
affairs and domestic affairs alike will be critical and difficult; 
and safety and honor require that these affairs shall be 
handled upon sound principles of action, with intelligence, 
resolution, and skill. The great self-governing people are try- 
ing to determine now whom they will employ for this business. 
Shall we engage Mr. Wilson, Mr. Bryan, Mr. McAdoo, Mr. 
Daniels and the rest of the Democratic Administration and 
a Democratic Congress to manage our affairs for the lu^xt 
four years ? 

In considering that question common sense asks: WHiat 
are the principles by which these gentlemen regulate their 
conduct in office; with what firmness of character, good 
sense, and efficiency, have they applied their principles to the 
])ractical affairs of the country ? 

We are told that Mr. Wilson has kept the country out of 
war. So has every President for seventy years except Lincoln 
and McKinley. Never since Columbus sighted San Salvador 
has there been a time when it has been so easy for America 
to keej) out of war by doing nothing as it lias been during the 
great conflict now raging. All the great powers of the world 
except ourselvtxs have had their liarids full with existing 
enemies. They have been straining every resource to the 
almost to avoid being conquered by the enemies already in 
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arms against them. For each one of them supplies of 
material and money and moral support from the United 
States have been earnestly desired and sought because these 
would be a help in the war now raging. No country has been 
willing to assume hostile relations with us because that 
would have the effect of weakening her and strengthening 
her present enemies. More than that, none of the countries at 
war has been willing to incur our passive hostility and throw 
to her active enemies the benefits of our material and moral 
support, free from the limitations imposed by the law of 
neutrality. Our danger is not now, while the great war is 
raging, but later, when pciice has been made and the great 
armies are free and governments look about for ways to 
rej)air their losses and the great spaces and ilhdefended 
V'Oalth of the new world loom large on the horizon of tlieir 
desires. Then will come the pressure of competition backed 
by force. Then will come the grasping for opi)ortunit3% for 
trade advantage, for territorial foothold, in these new con- 
tinents where the wealth of the world is concentrating while 
the old nations are fighting. Tlien will come the dangers of 
aggression, small at first, upon plausible i)retext, but involv- 
ing our rights, and then we must maintain our rights or 
abandon them. Then must be determined whether the 
Monroe Doctrine lias behind it the sincerity and courage of a 
great nation or is to be surrendered as an idle boast. The 
North gave up Mason and Slidell because during our Civil 
War we could not afford to helj) the South by fighting 
England, and our Government looked on passively while 
the republic of Mexico was overturned and the empire of 
Maximilian established in its plac(‘, because we could not 
afford to Indp the South by a war with France. But when 
the war was ended and the armies of Grant and Sherman 
were free, Sheridan was sent to the border, and before the 
potentiality of that great army, Louis Napoleon withdrew 
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from Mexico and began that downward course of diminishing 
prestige and respect which ended on the battlefield of Sedan. 
\Mien the old, warring world shall have had its Appomattox 
and the powers are set free each to pursue its own purposes, 
the time will come when America will need wisdom and 
character and power to maintain her peace and at the same 
time to maintain her rights. 

Peace is not maintained by the surrender of just rights, for 
the presumption of impunity begotten of weak submission 
to aggression breeds further and still further aggression until 
at last a humiliated and outraged people i)lunges into war, 
which ought to have been wholly unnecessary. Peace is 
maintained by the assertion of just rights, calmly, reason- 
ably, accompanied by a knowdedge of power behind the 
assertion and a conviction in tlie minds of others that behind 
the power are courage and resolution certain to use the power 
if need be in defense of the right. The actual use of physical 
power may carry on a w^ar, may win a war, but tlie certainty 
that known power will be exercised if need \ h ^ giv(\s to powder 
its full weight in the preservation of rights wdtliout war. 
That certainty which makes power i)otent for the peaceful 
preservation of right is a matter of cliaracter. It depends 
upon the w^orld’s judgment of the character of a people and its 
government. That judgment upon us and our Government, 
if it is clear in our favor, wall be our sure deftaise in the years 
to come, while if it is unfavorable, we shall surely sufTer. 

What wall be the attitude in this respect of l lie rial ions wdio 
covet the wealth and opportunity of tlie new world when the 
great war is over, if we return the Wilson administration to 
power ? Will they have a conviction that courage and 
resolution stand behind the assertion of our rights ? Will 
they believe in the sincerity of our declarations, in the 
certainty that the great powers of this people will be uscal 
to maintain their rights, and that our Government has the 
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wisdom and skill to use those powers effectively ? There can 
be but one answer to this question. The Wilson administra- 
tion has had the opportunity to exhibit its character to the 
world and it has failed to carry conviction or to command 
respect. In three fields of major importance affecting inter- 
national affairs — the three great subjects with which it has 
had to deal — it has shown itself to be irresolute and incompe- 
tent, and that is tlie judgment of the world. These three are 
the murder of our citizens on the Lusitania^ the preparation 
of military and naval force for national defense, and the 
ghastly failure in Mexico. 

It will be two years this coming winter since Germany 
gave formal notice of her intention to sink merchant vessels 
on the high seas without safeguarding the lives of innocent 
passengers. On the tenth of February, 1915, Mr. Wilson's 
administration replied that if Germany destroyed American 
ships or killed American citizens in that way tlie Govern- 
ment of the United States would hold the German Govern- 
ment to a strict accountability for such acts, and take any 
steps that might be necessary to safeguard American lives 
and property, and to secure to American citizens the full 
(*njoyment of their acknowledged rights on the high seas. 
The words used meant, action. They gave notice to Ger- 
many tliat she would carry out her threat at her peril. They 
met the German threat by an American threat. They coin- 
mil ted tlie Government of the United States clearly to the 
use of the nation's power for tlie protection of American citi- 
zens on the liigli seas. Yet Germany paid no attention what- 
ever to the threat. She executed her purpose. She crippled 
and sank American vessels. Slie destroyed American lives 
rightfully travelling on the high seas. 

Wliy did Germany pay no attention to the bold declara- 
tions of the American Government ? Because she was ready 
to fight the United States ? No. Not for a moment. She 
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ignored the words of the Gbvernment of the United States 
because upon her estimate of the character of the men who 
controlled the American Government she judged that they 
had not the nerve, the courage, the resolution, to make their 
threat good. The Government of Germany judged rightly, 
as the sequel showed. Germany did what she had tlireatened 
to do, and tlie American Government failed to make good its 
words. The brave wajrds of our Government about strict 
accountability were used on tlie tenth of February, 1915. 
On the twxmty-eighth of March a German submarine tor- 
pedoed the passenger steamer Fahiba and killed an innocent 
American citizen travelling in the exerciser of his undoubted 
rights. On the twenty-eighth of April a German aeroplane 
attacked and cripi)l(Ml the AnuTican vessel Cushing, On the 
first of May a (ierman submarine tori:)edoed and sank the 
American steamer (hdflight and killed sevc^ral AnuTicans 
travelling of right upon that iVmerican ship under the Ameri- 
can flag. In the hist days of April public nolice was given 
in the American new\spapers by the German Ambassador lliat 
the same acts for tlu^ prevention of which our Govcrnnuvnt 
had fruitlessly arrayed the power of tlie UniLed Stales wilh 
tlireats of action were to bc‘ re[>c*ated U})on a larger scale by 
the destruction of the Lusitania, then about to sail frcjui 
America. Nothing was done a.bout that. Nobody made* 
him understand that if this remwvcd threat was carried out 
his passports would be handed to him. Nobody mad(' (he 
German Government understand tliat it could not safely 
do the thing wdnch it had been told would be at its pc'ril. 
Nobody made the German Government understand tliat it 
could not wdth impunily despisi^ tlie powau’ and flout the 
authority of the United States in its solemnly declared pur- 
pose to protect the lives of its citizens on the higli seas. And 
so the Lusitariia was torpedoed and sunk and one hundred 
and eleven American citizens — men, women, and children — 
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whose lives the Government of the United States had 
solemnly declared it would protect, were slain, and more than 
eleven hundred other innocent non-combatant passengers 
were sent to their death in violation of the law of nations and 
the law of humanity. 

Still nothing was done. Immediately upon the shock of the 
Lusitania horror, while all the world waited, expectant, for 
the Government of this great country to make good its words, 
we were told and the world was told that America was too 
proud to fight, and nothing was done, and nothing has ever 
been done. No one has been held to accountability. A year 
and more later, after more sinkings of passenger ships and 
drowning of American passengers, upon the President’s 
declaration to Congress that if such things continued to be 
done he would be obliged to break off diplomatic relations, 
Germany suspended her practice of aggression. She may 
resume it tomorrow. Her statesmen are aow discussing the 
resumption of it. She made no amends for the past and she 
made no binding promise for the future. No war was needed 
to protect our citizens. What we needed was a government 
with the strength of character to do one thing or the other. 
If our Government did not mean to protect its cit izens on the 
higli seas it should have told them that they would not be 
protected and they could have kept out of danger. But our 
Government told them that they would be protected. If 
our Government meant what it said when it declared it would 
protect its citizens, it should have had the capacity to make 
Germany understand that it meant wdiat it said, and the 
Lusitania would never have been sunk. But it had not that 
capacity. It had not the character to -make itself believed. 
From the universal judgment of the world upon that trans- 
action there is no appeal and if we return Mr. Wilson’s 
administration to office we shall be served in all the difficul- 
ties of the future by agents discredited in advance — by 
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agents whose every word is received with a suspicion of 
insincerity and weakness. 

When the full meaning of the events which involved 
Europe in war became apparent, many Americans saw that 
the same principles of action which made war in Europe 
might well in the future be applied on this side of the Atlantic, 
and, if applied, would require America to be ready to protect 
her independence and her safety by force of arms. Many 
Americans demanded that preparation be made against these 
new conditions which had arisen in the world. The Demo- 
cratic party would have none of it. The President would 
have none of it. In his address to Congress on the eighth of 
December, 1914, he said: the subject “ is not new. There 
is no new need to discuss it. We shall not alter our attitude 
toward it because some amongst us are nervous and excited.” 
He said: ‘‘ let there be no misconception. The country has 
been misinformed. We have not b(‘cn negligent of national 
defense.” At that time, after four years of Democratic con- 
trol of the appropriations of Congress, our navy had sunk to 
the fourth place among the navies of the world. Practically 
nothing had been done towards the construction of the few 
battleships authorized in 1913 and 1914. Our submarine 
and aerial services were practically non-existent. Our army 
was below its authorized strength and was not suflicierit for 
the protection even of the Mexican border. In the preceding 
Congress the Democratic House had passed a bill for a sweei)- 
ing reduction of the regular army. Fortunately that bill was 
stopped in the Senate. Mr. Wilson illustrated the attitude 
and spoke the sentiments of the Democratic party, which for 
generations had been alw^ays opposed to the army and to the 
navy, not only to their enlargement but to tlieir adequate 
maintenance. Something more than a year later Mr. Wilson 
made a tour of the country telling the people of tJie United 
States that the world w^as on fire and they must hurr}^ up and 
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get ready to fight. He told his audiences that it was impera- 
tive to have the regular army greatly increased; that it was 
imperative to have a volunteer force provided for and 
trained. lie told them the National Guard would not do; 
that it was not big enough; that it was under state control. 
He said at Milwaukee: 

There are iiicak-ulable elements of troul)le ahead which we cannot con- 
trol or alter. 1 would he derelict to the duty wliicli you have laid upon me 
if I ditl not tell you that it was absolutely necessary to carry out our 
prin<‘i])les in this matter now and at once. 

He said at Saint Louis that we must have incalculably the 
greatest navy of the world. He said at (diicago: 

A year ago it did seem as if America might rest secure without any great 
anxiety and take it for granted that she would not be drawn into tin's 
maelstrom. But a ^ear ago was merely the beginning of the struggle. 
AiK)th(‘r year lias Ikhui added, and now no man can coni|)etcntly say 
whether the United Slab's will l)e drawui into the struggle or not. 

Yet, a yenr before that speech, five months had already 
elapsed since the Italtle of the Afarne. The lines of the great 
conflict were set, and it was already known throughout the 
world that tlie struggle would be long and doubtful and ter- 
rible and well-nigh universal. It might not be strange if a 
college professor, engrossed in the study of books and the 
instruction of ^>a)iith, were not to takt^ notice of facts so plaiiu 
but it is indeed strange that the President of the Uniled 
States, with a great State Department at his hand, with 
ambassadors and ministers and consuls in every part of the 
earth, reporting by letter and by telegraph — in a position 
unequalled for information — in a position for which he was 
selected from among millions and invested with vast execu- 
tive power under the special duty to exercise vigilance and 
foresight for his country’s protection, should be oblivious to 
the facts. At last, after more than a year, the President had 
learned that there was need to discuss the subject of military 



THE CAMPAIGN OF 1916 


331 


and naval preparation; that the country had not been mis- 
informed; that he and his Administration and his party were 
negligent of national defense; and that the confident and 
satisfied declarations of his address to Congress on tlie eighth 
of December, 1914, were in error. A few months later. 
Secretary of War Garrison, who had shone as one of the few 
bright stars among the nebulous incompetencies of the Demo- 
cratic Administration, r(\signed from tlie Cabinet, because 
the President had sliifted his ground again and given his sup- 
port to the proposition wliicli lie liad publicly denied, that 
no force beyond the rc'gular army and the National Guard 
was necessary for defense. I have detailed all this as the 
basis for a question, and I ask you. What kind of respect for 
the effective use of our pow('r will our rivals among the 
nations have, and what, kind of safety for such a use and 
direction will we have, if we return to office an Administra- 
tion whicli nearly two years after its inauguration was so 
densely and confidently ignorant of th(‘ conditions of the 
military and naval service of our country, and whose fore- 
sight of the world conditions required a year and a (juarter 
to mature ? 

Wliy is it that our whole available regular army and a 
large i)art of tlu‘ National (iuard, many of them ordered away 
from their homes and their business to their great incon- 
venience and distress to meet an unexpc'cted (UiK'rgcmcy, are 
now (*ngaged in defending the states of Texas and N(‘w 
Mexico against Mexican attacks ? IIow does it ha|)p(‘n that 
on the 2()th of June last, the Secretary of State of tlie llnit(‘d 
States, in a letter to the ]\I('xican Secretary of Foia ign 
Affairs, found it necessary to make the stateimaits wliich I 
shall now read: 

Tlie Government of the Uni ted States has viewed witli deef) eoncern 
and increasing disappointment the i)rogress of I lie revolulion in Mexico. 
Continuous bloodshed and disorders have marked its progress, hor three 
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years the Mexican Republic has been torn with civil strife; the lives of 
Americans and other aliens liave bcHiii sacrificed ; vast properties developed 
by American capital and enterprise have been destroyed or rendered non- 
productive; bandits have been permitted to roam at will tlirough the terri- 
tory contiguous to the United States and to seize, without punishment or 
without effective attempt at punishment, the property of Americans, while 
tlie lives of citizens of the United States who ven lured to remain in Mexi- 
can t(Tritory or to return there to protect their interests have been taken, 
and in some cases barbarously taken, and the murderers have neither bceui 
apprehended nor brought to justice. It would be difficult to find in the 
annals of the history of Mexico conditions more deplorable than those 
whic-li have existed there during these recent years of civil war. 

It would be tedious to rtx^ount instance after instiinee, outrage after 
outrage, atrocrity after atrocity, to illustrate the true nature and extent of 
the widespread conditions of lawlessness and violence which have pre- 
vailed. During the past nine months in particular, the frontier of the 
United States along the lower Rio Grande has l)een thrown into a shite of 
constant a|)prehension and turmoil because of frequent and sudden incur- 
sions into American territory and dei)redatioiis and murders on American 
soil by ^Mexican bandits, who have taken the lives and destroyed th(‘ prop- 
erty of Am(Ti<-an citizens, sometimes carrying American citizens across 
the international boundary with the booty seized. American garrisons 
hav^e b(;*t>n attacked at night, American soldiers killed and their equipment 
and horses stolen; American ranches have been raided, property stolen 
and destro\'ed, and American trains wrecked and plundered. . . . So far 
lias the indiffi^rence of th<" dc facto Government to these atrocities gone 
that some of these leaders, as I am advised, have received not only the 
protection of that Government, but encouragement and aid as well. 

These conditions are the result of three years and a Iialf of 
Mr. Wilson’s Mexican policy. They are the result of Mr. 
Wilson's interference in the internal affairs of Mexico. The 
men against whom our Secretary of State complained so 
bitterly are the men whom President Wilson put into con- 
trol in Mexico by using the power of the United States to 
turn Huerta out and make their revolutionary movement 
successful. 

When Mr. Taft retired from office in March, 1913, the 
Mexican revolution, through which Madero was overturned 
and Huerta became president, and the counter-revolution, 
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headed by CarranSia and Villa, had been in progress only 
twelve days. The time was too short to determine any 
question of recognition or even to ascertain facts with cer- 
tainty, and the whole subject was properly left by Mr. Taft 
to his successor. The new Administration had a clear field to 
determine and act upon a policy of its own. The ordinary 
practice of nations under such circumstances is to await the 
decision of the people of the country itself in favor of one 
contending faction or -the other, and to recognize whichever 
actually acquires control of the territory and shows itself 
able to perform the duties of government. The general 
public declarations of President Wilson were in accordance 
with that rule of action, for he said to Congress on the 
twenty-seventh of Augu.st, 1913: 

We cannot in the circumstances be the partivsans of cithiT party to the 
contest that now distracts Mexico or constitute ourselves the virtual 
umpire between tliern. 

And he proclaimed the policy of "Viiichful waiting.” In 
reviewing this policy at Indianapolis, on the ninth of Jan- 
uary, 1915, Mr. Wilson said: 

When some great <lailies not very far from where T am banporarily 
residing thundered witli rising scorn at watchful waiting, Woodrow sat 
back in his chair and chuckled, knowing that he lauglis best who laiiglis 
last. 

And speaking of the question who should be tlie governor and 
what the government of Mexico, he said: 

It is none of my business and it is none of your business how long they 
take in determining it. It is none of nn' business, aiul it is none of yours, 
how" they go about the business. The country is theirs. Tlu* govtTnment 
is theirs. The liberty, if they can get il, and God speed th<‘m in gelling 
it, is theirs. Apd so far as my influence goes wliile I am President nobody 
shall interfere with them. 

If the President had atlheretl to the policy whicli he thus 
publicly proclaimed, the contrast might be less shocking now 
between the appalling conditions exposed in the letter of the 
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Secretary of State which I have quoted, and the untimely 
merriment of (he Indianapolis speech. But the President’s 
action did not conform to these declarations. His action and 
his words were startlingly inconsistent. He proclaimed 
watchful waiting and he engaged in active interference and 
partisansliip. In that very month of August, 1913, when he 
told Congress that wc could not be the partisans of either 
party to the contest in Mexico or constitute ourselves the 
virtual umpire between them he had already sent John Lind 
to Mexico with instructions, saying: 

The Government of the irniled States does not feel at liberty any Ioniser 
to stand inactively })y whib' it becomes daily more and more evident that 
no rt‘al p)rogress is being made towards t.lie establishment of a governnuait 
at the City of Mexico whieh the country will obey and resj)ect. 

Then followed a demand to be presented to General Huerta 
that there should l)e an immediate cessiition of fighting; 
that security should be given for an early and free election; 
and that General Huerta should bind himself not to be a 
candidate for the presidency at that eleetion. In other 
words, a demand that Huerta should surrender his power 
and get out. Of course Huerta redused. Curiously enough, 
bad as h(‘ may hav(' been, he and his adherents resented the 
attempt of thePrcsidcait of theITiiit(‘d States to determine the 
presidential succession in Mexico and exclude him from 
the office. His government w%as in possession of the city, the 
archives, the greater part of the tc^rritory of the* republic. It 
had been rc^cogTiized by substantially all the great pow^cu’S 
and most of the' smaller powers of the world. He was dis- 
cliarging the international obligations of the Mexican 
government. The bankers of the great financial cities of 
the wa)rld had loaned thij’ty million dollars to his government 
as the Government of Mexico, and he refused to abdicate. 
On the second of the followdng December, 1913, the President 
in a public address to Congress declared: 
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There can be no certain prospect of peace in America until General 
Huerta has surrendered liis usurped authority in Mexic^o; until it is under- 
stood on all hands, indeed, that such pretended governments will not be 
countenanced or dealt w'ilh by the Government of the United Slates. 

That declaration of course ruined the credit of Huerta’s 
government in the money markets of the world. But Huerta 
still maintained himself, and on the ninth of the following 
April, 1914, occurred an incident whicli was made the occa- 
sion for further action on the [)art of the American Adminis- 
tration. On lhal day the crew of a boat from the United 
States steamship Dolphin^ landing at a pier in the city of 
Tampico, the use of whicU liad been proliibited without their 
knowledge, were arrested by the subordinate officx'r in charge 
at the pier and detained an hour and a half, until a su[)erior 
officer was informed and ordered their release. The officer 
in command at Tampico apologized for what had b(Mm done; 
General Huerta a])ologiz('d for what had becai done; the 
subordinate officer who had made th(‘ arrest was himsedf 
arrested and lield for punishment. But a formal salut(^. to the 
flag was dcmianded as furtlier rc^paration; and that not being 
fortlicoming, the President ordered the navy to Vera Gruz, 
ilie great seaport of Mexico through which the capital is 
s(TV('d, and captured and occupied tlu^ city. In that (capture 
nineteen Anu'rican marines were killc'd and seventy wounded, 
and the Alexiean loss was report ( hI to be one hundred and 
tvveiity-six killed and one hundred and ninety-five wounded. 
At the sauK' time the' IVesident applied to C'ongress for a 
resolution to justify his course. The r(‘solution adopt('d by 
Gongress, whic*h was siill und(‘r discussion when the news of 
the eaj)ture was received, was in these words: 

That the President of the United Slates is justified in tlie employment 
of the armed forces of tlu‘ Unilt'*! Stjilt's to ejiforec* tlu‘ demands made 
n})()n Victoriaiio Huerta for nnecjuivoeal amends to the Gov<‘rnin('nt of tlie 
United States for afTronts an<] indignities c^ommilted against this Govern- 
ment by General Hiu'rta and his representatives. 
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In asking for this justification in his address to Congress of 
April 20, 1914, the day of the capture, the President said: 

The people of Mexico are entitled to settle their own domestic affairs in 
their own way, and we sincerely desire to respect their right. The present 
situation need have none of the grave implications of interference if we 
deal with it promptly, firmly, and wisely. 

Nevertheless, it was widely believed and widely charged at 
the time that the flag incident was but a pretext for inter- 
ference in the civil war then waging in Mexico, and for using 
the power of the United States to enable Carranza and Villa 
to overthrow Huerta. And many times the comment has 
been made that as soon as Huerta had been bottled up by the 
seizure of his seaport and the interruption of his supplies, 
the subject of saluting the flag was never heard from again. 
Proof has now been furnished that the charges made at the 
time were well founded; that the flag incident was a mere 
pretext; that the reason for action laid before Congress was 
not the real reason. That proof comes from President Wil- 
son’s own official family. It is a statement by Franklin K. 
Lane, Secretary of the Interior in President Wilson’s Cabinet 
at the time the events occurred and holding the same position 
in President Wilson’s Cabinet now. You can find Secretary 
Lane’s statement in the Congressional Record for July 21, 
at page 13207. It is as follows: 

Meanwhile the revolution had gained such headway in the north that 
it was difficult from day to day to say wliieh had or occupied the greatest 
portion of Mexican territory. Huerta was keeping up his resistance 
because he was being supplied with ammunition from abroad. A ship was 
reported ready to land at Vera Cruz with a cargo of arms, and as a w ariiing 
to Iluertn- and in proof of the seriousness of our purpose to bring Huerta 
to a recognition of our attitude, the order was given to seize the custom 
house and occupy the port of Vera Cruz. 

We did not go to Vera Cruz to force Huerta to salute the flag. We did 
go there to show Mexico that we were in earnest in our demand that 
Huerta must go, and he went before our forces were withdrawn. . . . We 
had gone to Vera Cruz ‘‘ to serve mankind.” Our only quarrel was with 
Huerta, and Huerta got out on July 16, 1914. 
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And so, proclaiming impartiality and respect for the right 
of 'Mexico to settle her own affairs. President Wilson inter- 
fered in the civil controversy in Mexico, and finally inter- 
vened by force of arms Jind destroyed one party and aided the 
other party and overthrew Huerta and set up Carranza and 
Villa in the control of government th(‘re. He has had his way 
in Mexieo and he has managed it with such a degree of skill 
that both Villa and Carranza are our enemies; that no man 
in Mexico dares call himself our friend, and that the Secre- 
tary of State is constrained to write the letter which I have 
quoted. I wonder if the President huighed when he read that 
letter and contemplated the results of his extraordinary 
“ watchful waiting ”, mollified by active interference ? 

The question for the American jieople now is, Are they 
willing to have the serious and criticid affairs in which their 
vital interest will be concerned during the next four years 
conducteil in the same way that the ^Mexican business has 
been conducted ? 

There is one particular subject with which the United 
States must ileal in order to meet the revulsion in f)roduction 
and trade which will ai;comf)any the close of the great war. 
That is the tariff. I think there is very general agreement 
upon that. When the demand for supplies to the armies in 
the field has ended, great numbers of men will return to 
productive employment in Europe, and great numbers of 
operatives wdll be thrown out of emi>loyment here and will 
have to find other work. Europe w ill have little money and 
will be heavily in debt. She will be under strong coinpidsion 
to pay her dthts by making and selling goods. Slie will be on 
a basis of strict economy and high organization and slie can 
make and sell cheaply. The United States will have an 
abundance of money and vast purchasing pow'er. Our mar- 
ket has always been attractive to European [producers. It 
will be far more attractive after the war. It is highly prob- 
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able that even England will resort to a protective tariff, so 
that our production will meet protective barriers in all the 
foreign markets. What are we going to do then ? We must 
do something. We must protect ourselves or we shall 
become the dumping-ground of the world and our workmen 
will beg in the streets. Even the Democrats have seen that 
something must be done, for they have provided a tariff 
board to ascertain and report tlie true facts to which a tai'iff 
law is to be applied. When they made a tariff at the begin- 
ning of the Wilson administration they wa^re very con- 
temptuous about tariff boards. They would have none of 
them. In Mr. Taft’s administration the Republicans pro- 
vided for a tariff board to report to tlie President and it 
w^as appointed and doing excellent work. Wlien the Demo- 
cratic House, elected in 1.010, came in they starved it out of 
existence by refusing appropriations. In the last session of 
tlie Sixly-first (’ongress the Republicans passed through both 
Houses a new^ bill for a tariff board to report to (’ongress. 
There were some slight differences of detail in the two 
Houses, wdiich were agreed upon in conference, but the 
Deino(*rals filibustered against the final conference report 
and so killed the bill. So the tariff board was dead — slain 
by the Democratic party. It has now been resurrected by 
that party because they see that something must be done 
about the tariff when th<‘ war closes. Even my friend 
Senator Stone of Missouri has seen the light about dye-stuffs. 
Coming from Missouri he lias been shown in some way that 
dye-stuffs must be protected. He is still faithful to the old 
flag of tariff for revenue only, but he votes for a protective 
tariff on dye-stuffs because he says he sees no other way to 
protect them. Now we can all understand that if the coun- 
try w ants a tarilf for revenue only they may put the making 
of it in the hands of the Democratic party. But can any 
sane man contemplate that party making a protective tariff ? 
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In the first place they cannot do it honestly. They do not 
believe in it. They were born and bred in a different faith. 
Way back in 1856 the Democratic platform declared for 
“ progressive free trade throughout the world ”, and four 
years later, in 1860, their platform contained this provision; 

We, the Democracy of tlie Union, in convention assembled, hereby 
declare our affirmance of the resolulion.s unanimously adopted and 
ileclared as a jdatform of jirineiples by tlut Dtanocratic convention in 
Cincinnati in tlu* year lielieving that DemotTatic principic.s arc 

unchangeable in their nature wlien applied to the same subject matters. 

Their principles are indeed iinehangeable enough about the 
tarifF to make it impossible for them to apply the principle of 
protection fairly and honestly to the making of a tariff. 
That opposition has run through all their history. In 187G 
their jilatform says: 

We demand that all custom house taxation shall be only for revenue. 

In 1880 tliey declared for “ a tariff for revenue only.’’ In 
1892 their platform says: 

We declare it to be a fundamenlal principle of ilie Democratic party 
that the Federal Government lias no const itiitional jiowit to impose and 
collect tariff duties, exe<‘pt for the purpose of revemie only. 

In 1904 they say: 

We denounce protectionism as a rolibery of tlie many to enrich the 
and we favor a tariff limited to the ihtmIs of the government, et^onomieally, 
elTcetively, and eonstitiitionally adminisU'red. 

In 1912 they say again: 

We d(*elare it to lie a fundamental prineiyilc of the Demoeratie party 
that the Federal GovernnKTit under the Constitution lias no riglit or power 
to impose or collect tariff duties ex(M‘pt for the iiiirjiosi' of rcve^lK^ 

And in their platform of tins present year they dindure: 

We reafrirm our lielief in the doetriru‘ of a tariff for tlie ])urpos(' of pro- 
viding suflieient revenue for tlie fijieration of tla‘ government (•eonomieally 
administered, and unreservedly mdorsc the Underwood tarifi law as truly 
exemplifying that doctrine. 
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There is the position of the Democratic party. They have 
been crying so long that protection is an abuse of power and 
an abomination that they cannot reconcile themselves to a 
protective tariff, and they regard the Underwood tariff as 
a model. That is what we are to have if tlie Democrats go 
back — the Underwood tariff still, with perhaps here and 
there a slight modification regarding dye-stuffs and some 
other articles which can be shown to gentlemen from Missouri 
and elsewhere. 

Well, if there ever was a clumsy, ill-conceived, misfit law, 
it is the tariff which bears Mr. Underwood’s name. We had 
already discovered what its effect was when the war in 
Euroi)e began. During the year ending June 30, 1914, under 
that tariff our imports of foreign products were $80,917,423 
greater and our exports to foreign markets were $101,305,- 
001 less than in the preceding year under the Republican 
tariff. So that American production during that year was 
diminished in its foreign market and superseded in its 
domestic market to the extent of over $182,000,000. At the 
same time the revenue from customs duties for the year 1914, 
with its eighty odd million of increased imports, fell short of 
the customs revenue of the preceding year by $26,132,740.77. 
Many mills and factories were closed or running but a part 
of the time, (treat numbers of laborers were thrown out of 
employment and the market for American products was still 
further reduced by the destruction of their purchasing power. 
Enterprise halted, discouraged and apprehensive of the 
future. New enterprises were no longer attempted. Old 
plants were no longer enlarged. The Underwood tariff had 
already failed when the war in Europe began. That war 
furnished and continues to furnish to American production 
the most absolute protection, because it has to so great a 
degree stopped production in Europe. So long as the war 
lasts our producers have practically no competition in our 
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home market, for Europe does not make the goods to sell 
here. At the same time, while the war lasts our producers 
have an enormous market in Europe for the things that 
Europe cannot produce in sufficient quantities. Wlien the 
war is over that condition will cease, and we shall deserve 
what happens to us if we do not provide against that time by 
a tariff quite different from the Underwood tariff, and made 
by men who do not consider a tariff for revenue only an 
article of religious faith. 

There is another grave matter which should influence the 
selection of a new government. That is the surrender of 
the President and Congress to the peremptory demand of the 
four railroad brotherhoods for the increase of their wages by 
a law passed under threats. 

To say that the demand of the brotherhoods or the law 
passed in response to that demand involved the question of 
an eight-hour day for labor is a manifest subterfuge. There 
was no demand or suggestion that the labor of the engineers, 
firemen, conductors, and trainmen included in the four 
brotherhoods sliould be limited to eight hours a day. There 
was nothing in tlie law limiting their labor to eight hours a 
day. There was no penalty and no prohibition against 
exceeding that number of hours. Everybody kiu'w that a 
strict eight-hour scheduh* of labor was inapplicable in fact 
to service upon railroad trains where sj)eed and distance so 
largely control leiigtli of service, and nobody proposed to 
apply any such schedule to that business. What hap])ened 
was that the brolJierhoods demanded, not shorter liours of 
labor but that in com[)uting their pay eight hours should be 
assumed as a day’s w ork and they should liave the same |)ay 
for eight hours that they had been getting for ten, w ith extra 
pay for the additional time above eight hours. The railroad 
companies offered, in computing the pay, to assume eight 
hours as the basis but refused to allow the full ten hours’ pay 
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for eight hours’ service, with extra pay for the additional time 
and they offered to arbitrate the question as to what amount 
of pay the brotherhood men ought to receive for their service 
on the eight-hour basis. The question thus became a ques- 
tion of the amount of pay, pure and simple. The universal 
opinion of our country has been that such questions ought to 
be settled by arbitration. Labor has been in favor of that. 
The most intelligent and broadminded employers have been 
for that. Disinterested citizenship has been for that. Arbi- 
tration of industrial disputes has been gradually developing 
into a custom of the country, just as our system of law has 
developed through customs, answering the needs and 
enforced by the public opinion of the community. Where 
the participants in any industry are rendering a public ser- 
vice there is a special reason and a special necessity for such 
peaceable settlement of industrial disputes. In an ordinary 
business a strike is a contest between a laborer’s need to earn 
a living and an employer’s need to continue a profitable busi- 
ness. They only are directly involved. But where there is a 
public service the whole people are involved. If the service 
stops they suffer, and they have a right to insist that no 
controversy between the employer and the employed shall 
stop a service necessary to the continuance of the life of the 
community. The only way yet discovered to prevent that 
is the settlement of such industrial disputes by arbitration. 
The brotherhoods refused arbitration and insisted upon the 
immediate granting of their demands, w^hcreupon the Presi- 
dent recommended the passage of a law granting their 
demands. A bill w'as introduced in Congress and while it 
was under discussion the brotherhoods gave notice to the 
Government that unless the bill was passed by Saturday 
night they would stop the entire railroad transportation of 
the country. Under the compulsion of that threat, the bill 
was passed by Saturday night and is on the statute books of 
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the United States. No inquiry was made and there was no 
pretense of forming an opinion in Congress as to whether the 
demand was justified and the wages demanded ought to be 
paid. You and I do not know whether the demand was 
justified. The people of the United States do not know 
whether it was justified. Congress did not know whether it 
was justified. The legislation was passed in submission to a 
threat. The brotherhoods, four hundred thousand in num- 
ber, had in their hands the power to injure the community by 
stopping transportation, and the Government of the United 
States submitted to them. It was a hold-up, pure and simple. 
Do not for a moment think that this was merely a question 
between railroad corporations and the men who run their 
trains. It passed far beyond that. The railroad companies 
render an absolutely necessary public service. If it stops, 
business stops, and ruin and starvation begin. The railroad 
brotherhoods include only about one-fifth of the employees 
of the railroad companies. How about the other four-fifths ? 
Are they not equally entitled ^ They are not so well paid as 
the brotherhood. The majority of the brotherhood are 
already receiving greater compensation than the average of 
the clergymen, the teachers, the lawyers, the doctors, of the 
country. Why should not the other four-fifths hold up the 
Government upon a demand for higher wages ^ dliey also 
are able to stop transjiortation. For all that the Govern- 
ment of the United States knows, tlu‘ four-fifths not included 
in this legislation ought to have their wages increased and the 
one-fifth ought not to have them increased. The differenc(^ is 
not one of ascertained rights, but that the one-fifth has exer- 
cised the power of compulsion and the four-fifths have not. 

But if the railroad rates are now justly fixa^d by the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, upon these enormous increases 
of pay to their employees the railroads must increase thcs(' 
rates, and shippers and passengers must pay more, and the 
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whole public must pay more; for into the cost of practically 
every material thing that we use in life enters the cost of 
transportation. The higher the cost of transportation, the 
higher must be the price we pay for everything transported. 
So, in the end, the public pays and the question is, are the 
people of the United States to be held up by a compact, 
organized minority ? 

There is a broader question here than the payment of 
higher railroad rales. There is the question of the com- 
petency of government and the spirit of a self-governing 
people. If the government of this democracy is to submit to 
compulsion by an organized minority, and the people are to 
approve by their votes, other minorities will profit by the 
example. There are a multitude of ways in which the coer- 
cion of the community through its necessities is practicable, 
if coercion be permitted. If the attitude of our Government 
under the compulsion of the railroad brotherhoods is to be 
the attitude of the American people, we hold our lives at the 
mercy of the public blackmailer. The peace and order and 
prosperous life of the community are impossible under such 
conditions. The organization of civil society which regulates 
the rights and duties of its members towards each other upon 
the basis of ascertained justice, will have failed, as it has 
failed in Mexico, The only way to prevent the example of 
the surrender of government to the compulsion of the railroad 
brotherhoods from being followed by others, is to condemn it 
and to condemn it now. The way is to respond now to that 
evil example with so clear a note of the courage and inde- 
pendent character of American citizenship that never again 
will any band or organization or class of men attempt to 
extort money from the American people by threats of injury, 
rather than by the established justice of their cause. 

The conduct of life by individuals and of public affairs by 
political parties is not wholly nor chiefly controlled by the 
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events and impulses of the hour. Overruling all, the spirit 
of the man’s life and the party’s life determines the attitude 
and the action with which the exigencies of successive years 
are met. The weakness of the Democratic party, and the 
legislators and executives by whom it is represented in the 
government of our country, is that the Democratic party is 
national only in form and profession. It does not think 
nationally. It does not feel nationally. Its acts are not 
inspired by the spirit of American nationality. During all 
its history, it has been a party of confederated local interests, 
mainly solicitous to preserve and advance those interests by 
the exercise of such power as it could acquire in the National 
Government. It has been the party of strict construction 
of the Constitution and opposition to the exercise of power by 
the National Government. It has been the party of state 
rights and jealousy of the power of the National Government. 
At every step of the expanding power of our nation it has 
played the part, not without occasional usefulness, of objec- 
tion and resistance; of criticism and condemnation. It 
denied the right of the nation to make internal improvements. 
It denied the right of the nation to establish a national bank. 
It denied the right of the nation to restrict the expansion of 
slavery. It denied the right of the nation to prevent the 
secession of states. It denied the right of the nation to issue 
greenbacks. It denied the right of the nation to maintain a 
protective tariff. Observe the language of the Democratic 
platform of four years ago: 

We declare it to be a fundamental principle of the Democratic party 
that the Federal Government under the Constitution has no right or power 
to impose or collect tariff duties except for the purpose of revenue. 

The harsh experience of reconstruction impost'd by 
national power upon the vSouth, where the* control of the 
Democratic party lies, and the inveterate habit of opposition 
to government acquired during the long years of Republican 
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ascendancy, have preserved and emphasized the traditions 
and sentiments of the Democratic party’s past. And now, 
as ever, the first thought, the first solicitude, the inspiring 
motives, are to be found in their state interests, their local 
interests, their neighborhood interests; second to these and 
subordinate to them is their acceptance of the majestic 
conception of the nation. 

When the Democratic Congress rejected Secretary Garri- 
son’s plan for a national citizen force to supplement the 
regular army and substituted the absurdly inadequate pro- 
vision for bringing in the National Guard of the states; and 
when the President, abandoning his former position, went 
with the Democratic Congressmen, and the Secretary 
resigned, it was because the Democratic party clung to the 
local privilege of the appointment of the officers of the militia 
by the governors of their states and was unwilling that the 
officers of the great national force upon which we must 
depend if war comes, should be appointed by the National 
Executive. That attitude would have been impossible if 
the Democratic party had been actuated and inspired by the 
spirit of American nationality and had thought first of the 
competency and power of the nation in arms. 

When Mr. Wilson and Mr. Bryan permitted their Mexican 
policy to be controlled by an enthusiasm, however generous, 
for the political fortunes of the Indians of Mexico, and inter- 
fered in the internal affairs of that country for the purpose, 
as Mr. Wilson himself has told us, of giving the eighty per 
cent "" a look in ” in the government of that country, and 
turned a deaf ear to the forty thousand American citizens 
who were appealing in peril and distress for protection, they 
somehow failed not merely in judgment, not merely through 
being misinformed and deceived as to the true nature of the 
civil strife in Mexico and the men engaged in it, but they 
failed in the spirit of their work. The spirit that has made 
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America great and free was not in them. Listen to the 
words of Secretary Evarts, written to Minister Foster in 
Mexico thirty-eight years ago: 

The first duty of a government is to proteet Hfe and property. This is a 
paramount obligation. For this governments are instituted, and govern- 
ments neglecting or failing to perform it become worse than useless. , . . 
Protection in fact to American lives and property is the sole point upon 
wliich the United States are tenacious. 

The imminent, deadly peril of the Americans in Mexico 
was not a mere question of property or of human life. It was 
a question of national duty and honor and right to existence; 
for a nation that is indifferent to the opprt^ssion and destruc- 
tion of its citizens anywhere on earth has already begun to 
die. The President was charged by his office and his oath 
to perform that duty for the nation which trusted him. But 
he forgot it. The oppressed and imperilled Americans were to 
him no more than were Mexican peons. He was indifferent 
to them. He recognized no duty towards them, lie inter- 
fered in the affairs of Mexico, not for their protection but in 
aid of what he supposed to be a movement for the redistri- 
bution of land and of political power among the people of 
Mexico. The Secretary of State lias recorded the result in 
the letter from which I have quoted. The President is proud 
of this. He tells of it himself. How does it happen that a 
sentimental interest in an uplift movement in Mexico was 
stronger than the desire to perform the duty of our nation 
towards its citizens ? It was because the spirit of Ainerican 
nationality — the spirit that has made America, great and 
honored - — was not in tlie President nor his Secrei ary of 
State, nor the Democratic Congress which stood lieliiiid 
them. That is the fundamental reason v^hy the brave words 
of the message to Germany before the Lusitania was sunk 
failed to bite into the consciousness of the German Govern- 
ment and prevent the outrage. That is the real reason why 
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the arrogant demand of the railroad brotherhoods upon the 
Government of the United States, under threat of injury, 
was not resented and repelled, and the whole force of this 
nation rallied in defense of its right to govern itself free from 
compulsion. 

The terrible power of a great nation in earnest clears a 
way for itself and maintains rights and accomplishes just 
purposes with no need for physical force. But if the spirit 
is wanting, neither fine words nor skillful argument nor 
sentiment can take its place. 

The most precious possession of the American people is not 
in our cities and palaces, our railroads and factories, our rich 
mines and fertile farms; for we may have all these and lose 
our own soul. The supreme necessity of our life is the spirit 
that bore up our fathers in their poverty and struggles; the 
spirit that inspired them in the great empty spaces of the 
new world with the conception of a self-governing republic, 
bound together by the universal devotion of her sons, instinct 
with the high and unhesitating courxige of liberty, honored 
for justice, leading the world towards the better things of 
freedom. Tlie spirit is not gone. It has been sleei>ing. It 
has been overlaid by wealth and prosperity and ease. What 
America now needs most of all is that she may be revealed 
again in the hearts of her people; that they may realize their 
love of country; that their patriotism may be quickened; 
that they may be ready again to live for her honor and die 
for her duty as their fathers lived and died, and as millions 
of men are living and dying now for their countries on those 
sad battlefields of the old world. 

I have lived a long life, and, please God, will die in the 
company and faith of the Republican party. I have not been 
blind to its faults nor silent about them. But from away 
back among the dim impressions of childhood there come to 
me now and tlien the voices of women praying that God’s 



THE CAMPAIGN OF 191() 


349 


infinite wisdom iniglit save this nation for freedom through 
the trials of bleeding Xansas and Nebraska. Among the 
memories of lialf-eomprehending and ha!f-forgotten boyhood 
are the sounds of marching men and the strong, wrathful 
words of those who bore up the liands of grt^at-hearted 
Lincoln, agonizing for liis country, against those who thought 
this nation not wc)rth preserving. During all the years siucc^ 
then, wheiK^ver the strcNss of trial presscal through the surface 
of prosperous life to the hard substratum of c*onvietion and 
sense of national <Iuty, I have found the imai whose aroused 
conscience and patriotism urged them to stand for the finan- 
cial honor, the industrial indeptaideiice, the moral integrity, 
tlie fidelity to duty to our country, seeking their obji'cl 
chiefly through I lie organized i>ower of the Republican party. 
I believe in spiritual succession, in tlie transmission of faith 
from generation to generation, in the tumobhmuait of rever- 
ence for great (wamples, in the purification of life by ideals, 
in the love of country tliat subordinates lesser motives; and 
I believe that if the real pros])(‘rity and lionor of Aima’ica arc 
to be pres(‘rv(‘d, if tlu' soul of x\m(‘rica is to be saved for her 
mission of tli(‘ futuiXN it nnist b(‘ ihrougli tlie leadershij) of 
that great organization whic*h, in its liiith and its life, ils 
victories and its dideats, its convictions and its impuls<‘s, is 
and always has be<‘n national to the cor(\ 

And, with cheerful hopis I recognize as the tru(‘ inheritor 
and interpri'ter of that ancii'iit spirit whicdi has made Aineri<*a 
what she is, the strong, tnu^ and tried AnaTican gentlenian 
whom we are about to make tin* twenty-ninth President ol 
the United States — Charles Evans Hughes. 
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